- Y10 3HAUUT, MHE He [I03BOJIAT yBUAETh Knoga? — Bonpocuna UpaH.
- UpaH, Tel nepen UMnepatopoM. IIposiBu yBaxkeHUe, — 3aMETUII e€ OTell.

IeByika O6blia Ha rpaHu. OHU IUTH 10 KPaCHOM KOBPOBOM IOPOXKKe, YTO Bejla K UMIIEPaTOPCKOMY
TpoHy. OKa3aBIINCh Ha ee KOHIIe, OHU MIPEKJIOHUIN KOJIEHH.

TTonHSIB TOTOBY, OHa yBUeNa mepen coboi MMmneparopa. OH Cuien Ha POCKOIIHOM TPOHE Ha
BEpIIKHE IIOMOCTaA.

JIuiom Mmnepatop IIsep [xuHH InMaiiep, pogHoi otel Knoma u Cegpuka, He MOXOOUI HU Ha
OJHOTO M3 CBOMX CHIHOBeH. Ero cypoBhIl MUK U TSKejas aypa, KOTOPYIO OH U3/Iy4arl,
COOTBETCTBOBAJIa 3BaHUIO IPABUTEIIS BEJIUKOU UMIIEPUU DIManep.

[TpuyuHa, MO0 KOTOPOM OHA CMOTJIa TakK OJIM3K0 MPUOIU3UTHCS K UMIIEPAaTOPY, 3aKII04anach B TOM,
yTo Vp3H mompocuia CBOEero oTlia chaeliaTh Bce He0OXOAUMbIE TPUTOTOBNIEHUS. M, BO3MOXKHO,
IIOTOMY, YTO [aXKe Yy UMIIepaTopa Bce ke eCTb YYBCTBO COCTPafaHus.

- Jlemu UpsH Jlopen o'AyTpuc. { xoTes nepecMOTpeTh Ballle MPOIIeHUe.
- Kak...!

- TakoBO Moe pelneHre. Mot CHIH, HaClIemHEIN PUHIT Kiof, moTepsin naMsaTh U Maruio U 00JbIlle He
sapnsieTcsa Koponem [IeMOHOB. 3TO BO3MOXKHOCTD IJI HEr0 CTaTh CIAEAYIOUIAM UMIIePaTOPOM.

VpsH npukycumna ryoy.
«Knopg mpaBma 3aMmevartenbHEIH. Eciu Obl OH OB OOBIYHEIM YEJIOBEKOM, a He Koponem JIeMOHOB, OH
Ol 6e3 Tpynma cran uMmneparopoM. Ho...! On mo6un gemMoHoB. OH IBITAJICS UX 3alUTUTD. [laxke eclu

ero coOCTBeHHas CeMbs U OPyTrue JIIOOU OTPEKJIMCh OT HETo, OH He [iepKaJl 3j1a U MIPOCTO PeIln
XKUTh MUPHO C MOHCTpaMu. TakuM OH OBITT YEJIOBEKOM. 3a 3TO S yBaXKasa ero».

- MBI OTOPOMUIIH €T0 OT IEMOHOB ¥ ITOMECTH/IN Ha u3jedeHue. I1yCTh OH HaYHEeT KUTh 3aHOBO KaK
yesIoBeK. Brl He ogoOpsieTe 9T0?

- Ho uTo TOrma momKHE gefiaTh MOHCTPHEI? MOHCTPEI, KOTOPHIE 000KaNly ¥ 3allUIIaIX TOCIIOOUHA
Kmnoma?

- Brl XenaeTe npeBpaTUTh MOero chiHa 00paTHo B Kopossa [JeMOHOB 0 KOHIIa ero gHei? Bel
CJIUIIKOM CHUJIBHO IIOLepKUBaeTe MOHCTPOB.

-V MeHs HET HaMepeHU! BCTaBaTh Ha CTOPOHY MOHCTPOB! S TPOCTO KOHCTATUPYIO (DaKT, UTO
rocrionuH Kmopn 6w Koponem [1eMOHOB.

- Bo3amoxkHO, 370 npaBpa. Ho 4To ¢ Toro? Unu MHe BEpHYTh MOET0 ChIHA 3TUM OTPOObSIM?

Vip3H mporoTuia CBOM ITHEB OT 3TUX OeCcCepIedyHLIX CII0B.

«CIOKOMCTBYE, TONBKO CIIOKONCTBUE... B 11000M Cy4yae MOsi IepPBOCTENIeHHAs 1IeJlb - YBUETh
Kioma».

PanHuM yTpoM IocCle mpolleflleil HOYM HacaenHOro npuHia Knoga [[xXKuHHaA JMalriepa HaIUIA C



HOJKEBBIM PaHEHMEM B XKHBOT B KOPOJIEBCKOM pe3ufeHIny MMnepaTopckoro geopia. Opymoue
yOHICTBAa HEM3BECTHO, HUKAKKX CJIEIOB 3JTOYMBIIIIEHHWKA, KaK ¥ CaMOT0 IPECTYITHUKA, He
obHapyxunu. Para Oplna HerTyO00KOHM U XXKU3HY HE yrpoxkara.

OpHako, korma Kion o4HyJICs, OH He MOT BCIIOMHUTD [aXKe CBOero COOCTBEHHOTI'0 UMEHH.

9T0 BCe, uTO MpaH y3Hana OT OTLa.

Ona pemmna camMa OTIPABUTHCS B UMIIEPATOPCKUM OBOPEI] ¥ IIOTOBOPUTE C HUM. Yepe3 AIMOHIa OHa
nepepasa, YTOOLI BCe B IECHOM 3aMKe COXPaHs/IM CIIOKOMCTBHE U CliefoBanu 3a [[xkeMcoM U Kutom.
Xopo1110, KOraa eCTh KTO-TO, Ha KOT0 MOXKHO TI0JIOKUTHCS B TAKOU Ype3BBIUAMHOU CUTyaluu. MpaH

TaKxXKe mompocusia Peituesn coobmuts 060 BceM Vicaaky 1 OCTalbHEIM. A caMa yIIpocuiIa OTIa
IIPeNOCTaBUTh €Ml YTPEHHIO ayIueHINIo y uMiepaTopa. Celiyac Bce XKganu OT Hee JOKIafa.

HpsH He MOrya BEpHYTHCS OOMOM, CKa3aB, YTO HUYET0 He BBHIICHUIIA.

To, 4TO OHa 3Hasa, ObLIM JTUIITh BOCTIOMUHAHHUS U3 CI0KETAa UTPHL.

- Bamme MimMmepaTopckoe BenmuuecTBo, ecny BEl He Bo3paxkaeTe. Y MeHs, Kak y 0TIia, eCTh BOIIPOC.
- 4ro Takoe, Pymoned?

- Y MeHs HEeT HaMepeHuY CTUMYIUPOoBaTh aMATh Ero BricouecTBa HacieqHoro nprHia Knopa
KOHTAKTOM C MOeH Mo4Yephbio ¥ IeMOHAMHU U IIpeBpainaTh ero oopatHo B Kopons [lemoHoB. A
IIOHMMal0, YTO BEl He TIO03BOJINTE MHE YBUOETHCS C HUM 0e3 pa3pelleHus uMieparopa. Ho 4To HacueT
IIOMOJIBKM MO€eU fo4epu?

WpsH nepeBena B3ragn Ha otia. [TomonBka Knoma u psH nMena NONUTHYECKOE 3HAUEHUE.
OpHaxasl OHM y2Ke ObLIM ITOCTaBJIEHH B HEJIOBKOE I0/I0KeHue, Korfga CeIpuK pa3opBall TIOMOJIBKY
13-3a CBOET0 BEICOKOMepPHS. Bo BTOPO# pa3 pa3phiB IOMOJIBKA MOXKET HACTPOUTH repiora A AyTpuc
IIPOTUB UMIIepaTopa.

OH moymxeH OBITT 3TO MOHUMATh. iMImepaTop B3TOXHYI.

- Celtuac y MeHSI HeT HaMepeHul 00bsABNIATh 00 aHHYIMPOBaHUYU IIOMOJIBKYU. [103Ke 51 yOemo 3ToMy
BOIIPOCY MAKCUMyM BHUMAaHUA.

- [TomoxxpuTe, pa3Be 3TO HE 3HAUUT, YTO BBl OTMEHsSETe TIOMOJIBKY?!

- UpsH. He 3acTaBnai MeHs IIOBTOPSATH 3TO CHOBA ¥ CHOBA. Thl HAXOAUIIL B IPUCYTCTBUHU Ero
VimnepaTopckoro BenuyecTBa, — MSTKO, HO BIaCTHO, cKa3asl Pymonsd. MmmnepaTop
MHOT'03HAUYUTENIbHO KUBHYJI, YIOBIIETBOPEHHEBIN CIIOBaMU ITPEMbEP-MUHUCTPA.

- 4 3Hat0, KakK Bh cebs uyBcTByeTe. Ho Kion moTepsin naMste. U s, Kak MI0GSIIANA POOUTENH, X0UY
[aTh MYy BO3MOXKHOCTb [1IePECMOTPETh CBOU B3T/IsAAH. Benb eciu Obl OH CTal 4eJI0BEKOM, OH OBII OBl
HaMHOTO IIPUBJIEKaTeIbHEE.

[Tpo3By4arsno Tak, c10BHO MpaH Oblla eQUHCTBEHHOM, KOT0 OH MOT BhIOpaTth, Oyayuu Koposem
I1eMOHOB.

«OH x04eT, 4TOOHI 5 OTKa3ajach OT HETO, laXke He UMesl BO3MOKHOCTHY BCTPETUThLCA ¢ HUM?! 1 He



IIO3BOJIIO BaM IiepeaeiiaTek €ro, Kak BaM X04YeTCAa».

- XM, — 3agyMunBo IpoTsAHYI Pymonbd. — Ho 9T0 m10X0 Ay rocymapcTBa, YTO y HACIeQHOTO NIPUHIA
HeT HeBeCTHl. C 9TUM HYKHO YTO-TO [ieJlaTh U IIOCKOpee.

- Torga mo3BosbTe MHe OBITDH €10, oTelr!
- VipaH, moyb MoSI, y MEHS COBCEM HEeT HaMepeHHuil 0amoBaTh Tebs, TH Ke 3Haelllb.
IeBylllka UCIenessiolle Ha Hero II0CMOTpera.

«41 He x04y, 4TOOHI TH OBITT TAK CYACT/IUB, BUAA Ha ceOe yOUICTBEHHBIN B3I JouepHu. 5 Bce
pacckaxy OpaTbaM, U, KISHYCh, 1 BCE pacCKaxy... MaTepu! Y MeHs Takoe YyBCTBO, YTO UM 3TO OUEHb
noHpaBuTcs. Mnu MoxkeT pacckasaTh Bce AIMOHIY UM KOMY-HUOYAb ellle, ¥ IIyCTh OHU HacagsaT
TBOIO 'OJIOBY Ha IIAKY?»

- ¥V Bac ecTh KOHKpETHHIE TIpeoxkKeHus? Eciu He Bo3pazxaeTe, s CKaxy.

- HeT HyXn®l, IpeMbep-MUHUCTD O'AyTpUC. Y MeHS eCTh IIJIaH.

[ToxoXui Ha KOJIOKOJILYHK I'0JIOC 9XOM OTO3BAJICSI B TPOHHOM 3ajie. JIeTKHe Iaru ¥ TOHKHE OfesTHUS
3aCKOJIb3UIIM 110 MPaMOPHOMY TIO/Iy. MIMIIepaTop MPHIIYpPUI Tla3a.

- Martymika! Kak Balie 300poBbe?

- Cerogus HaMHoOro nyutne, [Ibep. [IpUSTHO TO3HAKOMUTLCS, BHI, [IOJIKHO OBITH, UpaH?

[To myTH K TPOHY €€ rojioBa IOBePHYJachk K Mp3H, Ta MOCIEIIHO TOKIOHUIACS.

- [IpusetcTBy0, Ee BenuyectBo BooscTBytomyo UMneparpuity.

- Xo-x0. Takas Munaga oHad negu. f BaM 3aBUAYIO.

VpsH efBa cuepxkKasack, YTOOE He cKaldaTh: «IIIyTUTb U3BOIUTEY.

«J10 MeHSI JOXOOUIIU CIIyXH... JTa XKEeHIIMHa — BOOBCTBYIOIIas uMiepaTtpuna Jlapa [[XKuHH

Snmarnep!»

PonHas maTh MMIiepaTopa, KOTOPOM OBLIO yXKe 0oJiee MeCTUAEeCITH JIeT, yiblibanack Kak MajieHbKas
neBoYKa. Mnu, BO3MOXKHO, «KaK» — He COBCEM TOYHOe CJI0BO. OHa OeWCTBUTENLHO BHIT/IAAEIa
MOJIOIOW [E€BYIIKOM.

Koxa kak Oeneii hapdop 0e3 maTeH 1 MOPIIKH, IIyXJIbie ¥ OYapoBaTebHbIe I'yOsl. brecTsiue
BOJIOCHI Pa3BUBAINChH ITPH X0ab0e. Ee Hapsag mpocT, BO3MOXKHO, YTOOL COOTBETCTBOBATH €€
BOCTOYHBIM YyepTaM. OgHaKO TOHYAWIINY IIEJIK B COYETaHUU C U3SAITHOMN BHIIUBKOU U KPYyKEBOM
IOAYEepPKUBaJl CTPOMHOCTH PYK.

BrooBcTByIOIIas uMIepaTpulia Ha MepBHIM B3r/IA Ka3anach Monoxe MpaH. Jlerkumu maraMu oHa
IIOJHSIJIACh K TPOHY, YTO JO3BOJISIIIOCH TOIBKO UMIIEPATOPY, U OTJIsifieNia BCeX CBEPXY BHU3. [Jaxke ee
COOCTBEHHBIN CHIH BBITJISMIEN CTapIIe Hee.

- HamoxHulla IaHUPYeT OopraHu3oBaTh 6an yepes3 Mecsdll. A yKe pasocnaja npuriamenus. Tam



OynyT BCe BHICOKOPOLIHEIE OYEPH CO BCETO KOpojeBCTBa. He mymaeTe 7 BB, YTO 3TO IPeKpacHas
BO3MOXKHOCTb BEIOpaTh HEBECTY AJI MOETro JIIoOUMOro KpacaBlla-BHYKa?

- OueHb YMHO... f Bcerma rmopaxa’scs IOMUTUYeCKuM crnocobHocTsM Ee BenuuecTBa BmoBcTByomIEH
Wwmnepatpulisl. He sgBisgeTcs 1u COBIafeHUEM TO, YTO IPUTJIallleHre He OOIIO 40 MOero goma?

- Hy, HaBepHOe, 3T0 omubka. Ho He Oy#eT v BaM HENPUSTHO IOJTy4YUTh IIPUTJIallleHue CIIyCTS
CTOJIBKO BpEMEHU?

Kamrens MMniepaTopa pepBa cllakeHHBI CMeX MeXKAy CTaphiM €HOTOM U JINCHUIIEH.

- ...3HAuYUT Temepb HET HUKAKuUX mpobeM. Mpan JlopeH n’AyTpuc, s xoten Obl mobarogapuTh Bac 3a
Ballly TSIKeyio paboTy, KOTOPYIO BEL IIpOfieNiany o cux mop. OrnsigeiBasch Ha3af, S Iojiaraio, 9To
310 Oblsla cyanrba, YTO BH BEPHYJIM HACJIeOHOTO IIPUHIA Ha ero 3aKOHHOEe MEeCTO.

- [Toxanyiicta, nogoxgute, Baure Mmnepatopckoe BennyecTtsBo! f BCe ellle HeBeCcTa rocnofuHa
Kioga!

- V Hero HeT HMKAKKX BOCTIOMHHAHUI 0 BaC, — paccMesiack BooBcTByomas MMmepaTpuiia aasMu
ry6amu. — YTo KacaeTcs MajbyuKa, HaloXHUIA U [Ibep m103ab0TSaTCS 0 HEM, Kak crenyeT. CeIpuk u
Jlunus Toxke IMpefaHHO 3a00TATCS 0 HEM. KaXeTcsi, OHM XOPOIIIO JTafsaT Apyr ¢ Apyrom. [laxe
HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO OHU CBOOHEIE OpaThs. [IpUsATHO, KOTOa KOPOJIeBCKasi CeMbs Tak Onu3ka. [Iuts,
BAM HE 0 YeM BOJIHOBATHCSI.

- [ToxarnyiicTa, TO3BOJIbTE MHE YBUAETD €r0 X0Ts OBl pa3! Mory s yIoCTOBEPUTHCS, YTO TOCIOAUH
Knopm meiicTBUTENMBHO XKUB U B 0€30IIaCHOCTH, YTO Y HETO aMHe3usd. Mnu xe...

- Ecniu BEI IpaBa Tak 100uTe ero, mouemy Obl BaM IIPOCTO He OTCTYNUThL? Kak HEIPUIUYHO.
- Babyurka! He roBopuTe Takux y>KacHBIX Bellel nenu VpaH!

'nasa Jlapsl pacIIMpuiInch Ipu BUAe OBYX QUTYDP, KOTOPhIE BHE3AIHO OTKPHIIX ABEPD 3asa.
HpsH noBepHyIach U HaXMypUiach.

«OHu 371€ech...!»
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