[Tponor. Ctpaterus 'epos.

Bropou nipunn, Cegpuk [IXKUH IIMarep, LIe 10 KOPUAO0PY, CTEHHEl KOTOPOI'0 YKpallalu IOPTPETH
IpenbAyIuX uMIepaTopoB. IIIopox maros, JOHECIINXCS BIepeau HEro, 3aCTaBU/l €70 OCTAHOBUTHCS.

BHYTpeHHSIST 4acTh IMUPOKOT0 U IIMHHOTO KOpuAopa Obljla OCBellleHa COTHEYHBIM CBETOM, KOTOPHII
npoOuBaiCcsi CKBO3b O0JIbIINE OKHA, PACIIOIaraBIIMXCS Yepe3 paBHbIE IPOMEXKYTKY APYT OT Apyra u
OCTaBJISBIIMX 3aTEMHEHHBIE MeCTa Mexay co0oi. OMHAKO TOJIBKO YIEHBl UMIIEPATOPCKOM CEeMbH
MOTJIM TIPUXONUTD B 3Ty YacTh MIMIIepaTOPCKOTO ABOPIA. JIUIIb OTPAHUYEHHOMY KPYTY JIHII
II03BOJISIIOCH HAXOOUTHLCS 30eChb. Hu ero HeBecTa, HU €ro APYy3bs HE MOTJIU CIOfla BOUTH.

- Cempuk?

3BYK y'CTOﬁ‘-IPIBBIX IIaroB 3aTUX B IBYX OKHAX OT HETO.

- ...bpar. Kakast pegkocTh BCTPeTUTh Te0s 3[1eCh, — CapKacTUYeCKHu Mpou3Hec CeapukK, cTapasich
IPUNOOHSATH CBOE OMpadyeHHOe HaCTPOeHue.

BrIyIo TONBKO YeTkIpe YelloBeKa, KOTOPhIE MOTJIM HaXOAUTHLCS B MMOKOSIX UMIIEPATOPCKOM CEMbU: CaM
Cempuk, ero otell - Mmmeparop, ero 6abyika - BOOBCTBYyIOIlast ©UMIIepaTPHIla, X €T0 CBOIHLIM Gpart.
Ho ero 6paT oTKa3acs XKUTb 30eCh U IPOBOJUII BCe CBOE BPEMS B IOJIypPa3pyLIeHHOM 3aMKe B
JIECHOM Yallle flae I0oCjIe TOro, Kak er0 BOCCTaHOBHIIM B KaueCTBEe HacleqHoro npuHia. Ero orels
OBLT y2KacHO 00eCIIOKOEH ITHUM.

OH 3a7aBaJicst BOIPOCOM, CMOKET JIi ero 6paT KOoraa-HuOygb IIPOCTUTh X CEMbIO.

(Kak rayrmo.)

Cempuk HeHaBHUEN CBoero oTiia. Ero oren, MMmepaTop, ceToBal Ha TO, YTO OH He MOT HH COPSTATh,
HU 3alUTUTh €T0 CBOIHOI0 OpaTa, MOCKOJbKY TOT 6611 Koposiem [1eMOHOB, HECMOTPS Ha BCe CBOE
MOTYIIIeCTBO. B KOHIIe KOHI[OB ero 0Tell n30aBUJICS OT BHIIIEYIIOMSHYTOTr0 OpaTa Iof fAaBlIeHreM
OKPY2KEHHUS U BOOBCTBYIOIIEUW MMIePaTPUIbl. ETO STOMCTUYHBIN OTEIl KCII0Ib30Bajl POXKAEHNE
Cempuka Kak IPUYHHY GPOCUTH IIEPBOTO ChIHA, OMHAKO BTAHE B3[bIXaJl, YTO BTOPOM HE TaK XOPOIII,
Kak ero Opar.

Ero oTel maxke He o03peBall, YTO 3TO He OH Opocui ero OpaTa, a Ha caMOM fieJie Bce OBII0
Hao0O0pOT.

- Tebe HAKOHEII-TO HAZOEJ 3TOT MOIypPa3pyIIeHHBIN JIeCHOM 3aMOK, ¥ THl PEIIU BEPHYThCS crofia?

- HeTt, MeH$ BrI3Bala BOOBCTBYIOIIAsA UMIIEPATPUIIA.



- BaOymka? Bor TH MO¥, IepXKy IapH, e, BEPOSITHO, YOAI0Ch HOCTATh HOBHIM SI.

OH TakXke HeHaBHJIeN CBOI 0alyIIKy.

OTa HaJIOKHUIIA CITOCOOHA CceslaTh U3 Bac MMmepaTopa, BaM 0CTaBaIOCh TOJIBKO CUMIETh U XKOATh. Y
ee IeMOHMYEeCKOro IernoTa Obljla TOJIBKO OfiHa Ipu4yrHa: CegpuK COBCeM He ero crapuuit Opat. Bot
1 Bce. Cempuk OBbIT BCETO JIUIITE MAPUOHETKOM, 1 BCE JKe OH OBII OfIep2KKM CBOMM OpaToM. [Ipaka
MeXMy XKeHIIMHAMHU TakK Ke HeIIPUIJsagHa, Kak ¥ peOeHOK 3TOM HeHAaBUCTHOM KEHIIUHEI.

- Mou cobone3HoBanus. Bynb mo6p, mocTapaiics He ymMmepeTh, Opar.

- UsBuHu. Bce, uTo g mesnaro, 3TO 3aCTaBisAio Te0s 6eCIOKOUTHLC.

- BecmokouThcs? BHITIIAUIIL KaK HUKOTIa pacciabaeHHbiM. Th Beb TOHUMAeIllb, 1a, YTO MHI B
caMoi ryue GUTBH 3a TPOH?

- Ho MBI Xe He Te, KTO y4acTBYeT B KOH(IIUKTe, HEe Tak Iu?

...Ero 6part O%vl1... cBogHEIM OpaToM CefpuKa OT APYTO# MaTEPH.

CeIOpuK OCTOPOXKHO OIYCTUJI B3TJIS[ U BHIIIIOHY:

- Het, 3T0 Mexnay MHOM u TO6O#H, Gpat. 4 6ymy MMmepaTopoM.

- OTO0 13-3a TBOEH HEeBECTHI?

- BepHo.

HukTo He X0TeJl BUETh ero caMuM co6oi. OHU IIPOCTO IOATAIKUBAIM €TI0 UTPATh POJIb HACTIETHOTO
IIpuHIla BMecTo ero 6parta. Ho oH Bcerpa urpas posb «XOpOIIero HacjleqHOTo IPUHIa», fyMasi, YT0
ecnu oH OynmeT MHOTO paboTaTh U H0OKMBATHCS XOPOIIUX PE3YJIbTATOB, OHU OOHAXKILE IOUMYT ero. Bce
BpPeMs CXKUTasi CBOE HACTOSAIIEe «5».

TeMm, KTO Iofan eMy pyky, 6suta Jlunus. Mtak, eciu 9To To, 4ero xenajua JIumus, Torma. ..

- Bpar, TH TOXKe, T TOXKe Oymeis MiMmepaTopoM, moToMy uTo Mp3H xKenaeT, 4TOOBI THI UM CTall.

HpaH, ero ObIBIIas HEBECTA, Ta, KTO XOTeJIa CTaTh UMIIepaTpullei. BoT mouemy cerdac oHa C €T0
6patom. Bce 910 Gb110 pagu aToro. Eit He GBIJIO CMbICTIa TOBOPUTH O JTI00BY, IIOTOMY YTO BCE 3THU
c710Ba OBUIM JIUIIL ITYCTHIM 3BYKOM.



Knopm HeyknonHo nmpubuxkancs K CefpuKky, KycasineMy ryosl. HeuemoBeueckast Kpacota Knoma
paciBea oM COTHEeYHRIM cBeToM. Ha nutie ero 6pata He OBIIO HU €IMHON 3MOITMH, IIOTOMY YTO OHH
MOTJIY TTOBIUSATH Ha OKPYKAMIINUY WX MUP. JII0o¥, KOTOphIE He 3HA/IH, II0YeMy OH Tak cels Be,
MOTJIY TIOyMaTh, UTO €ro Opat ObIJT IPOCTO 6ECYYBCTBEHHBEIM YEJI0BEKOM.

Ho ecnu ObI BHI TPHCMOTPENUCH K HEMY ITOBHUMATEJIbHEE, TO Pa3Tsaeny Obl IETKYI0, HO HEXKHYIO0
ynBIOKY, KOTOpast KpacoBaiach Ha ero rybax.

- Tl IeMCTBUTENIBHO YIIPSIMBIHM YesioBeK. Tebe ceqoBaso Okl TPOCTO MTOTOBOPUTEL CO MHOM, €CIIA He
3HaelIb KaK MOCTynuTh. S TBoM Opart.

- ... MoxeIs IPeKPaTUTh BEITIISAETh TAKUM CYacTIuBEIM? YTO ¢ TOOOM Takoe.

- Torma no3Bosb gaTh TeOe HeGombIIoN coBeT. OT MyKUYMHEBI, KOTOPHIM HaXOAUTCS BO BJIaCTH
JKEHIIWHEL, JIETKO U30aBUTHCA.

Cenpuk MOOHSI rla3a, KOTa YCIbIal cjioBa OpaTa, KOTOpble He OBIIM CTOJIb MPOCTBIMU Ha IEePBHIN
B3TJISIMI, HO OOJIBINIAs TEHb OT JIQJIOHK 3aKphjia eMy B30p. OH OTMAxHYJICS OT PYKHU U C YAUBIIEHUEM
yCcTaBUJICS Ha GpaTa, KOrfa TOT CJIerka IIOXJIONAJl ero 1o roiose. B ToT ke MoMeHT Kiog
pacxoxoTascs, Korga CempuK MoJTdya B3IJISTHYN Ha HETO.

- Ha 3aBTpamHeM npuéme, yCTpOEHHHIM BoBCTBYyOMIEH uMnepaTpulieli, psH 6ymeT conpoBoXKOaTh
MeHsd. Tak 4To mocrapaics He HafenaTh IJIyIOCTEN.

B ero rosnose cpa3y mpoMeabKHYH cioBa JIunuu: «Cenpuk, Tebe Ha caMoM fejie HpaBuTcs MpaH, He
TaK JIH?».

- bpart! Jlunus 4To-TO 3aTEBaeT.

Knopm oGepHyncst, Korga OB BCero B Tpex miarax ot Cefipuka.

- Tak yTo Tebe myule 6BITb OCTOPOKHAIM ... ITO BCE, YTO S XOUy CKA3aTh.

He B cunax BeigepKaTh B3y OpaTa, CeIpuK MOCIENIHO YIIIeN, CTUCHYB 3yObl, 00pPSICh C XKeJlaHUueM
OTJISTHY ThCS.

Ero gpyr getctBa - Makc - xkpan Cegprka y BXOHa B UMIIePaTOPCKUE ITOKOM.

- Kak mpomuia aygueHIus y BIOBCTBYIOIEN UMIIEPaTPULIBI?

- OHa mo-TIpekHeMy MOAfePXKUBAET MeHs Kak Oymyinero uMmeparopa. [Ioxoxke, OHa pa303/IuiIach,



4YTO OTell BOCCTAaHOBUII 6paTa B Ka49€CTBE HACJI€JHOI'O IIPKUHIIA, KaK OH II0ZXKEeJIaJl, 1 3aBEPIINII
Imponecc. Emre oHa cka3zasa, 4TO M03XKe IIOOAPHUT IIJIaThe Jlunuu.

- Kaxoe obneruenne. Teneps eqUHCTBEHHAS BIUSATENIbHAS apUCTOKpaTUieCcKasl CeMbs, KOTopas Ha
crtopoHe Kopons [JemoHoB, — 370 i’ AyTpuc. OHU, KOHEYHO, IPUYNHIIOT HEyIoOCTBa, OHAKO...

- ... Ecriu Ol 51 KeHuICs Ha MipaH, TO JIeTKO cTaj Obl KMIIEPaTOpPOM.

- He roBOpPHU MHE, YTO Yy TeOs elre OCTalIuCh 9YyBCTBA K Heu?

CenpuK CIIOKOMHO IIOCMOTPEJT Ha HaxMypuBllerocs Makca.

- 41 mpocTo ToBOpIO IpPaBAy. MBI CHenany HEBEPHBIH IIIar, TPEBPATUB rePIOTCKUH OM 1 AyTPHUC BO
Bpara.

- Yro TBI cKa3an? Pa3Be MbI He ycTanu npubupaTts 3a paH mocie Toro, 4To 0OHa TBOpuiaa? Me
IpYy3bs ETCTBA, HO BCeMy eCTh npefen. OHa TOBOPUT U [ieflaeT BCe, YTO el 3a01aropacCyguTcs, He
OTTISIABIBASICh HA APYTHUX...

Ou 6w11 mpaB. M Cenpuk, 1 Makc ycTanu OT BBICOKOMEPHOTO OTHOIIEeHUs: MpaH, 0 KOTOPOM OHa,
II0X0Ke, He X0Tella fiyMaTh. VX Takxke 0eCIIOKOUIIO PacCTylllee MOTYIIECTBO U BIUSTHUE CEMbU
n’'Aytpuc.

be3 comHeHus, OBLITO BpeMs, KOrga OHH IIOTaKaJIu IIOBEJEHHNIO HpSH, TIIOCKOJIBKY OHa Onlna OJIsT HUX
CJIOBHO MJlafIlasi CeECTpa.

- Huuero cTpalmHoro, eciiu Thl TOBOPHIIb 3TO IIPU MHE, HO €CJIM THI TAKOe CKaXKelllb Ha rila3ax y
Opyrux, To Tebss MOTYT HEIIPaBUIbHO MOHSTh. U, Mpeke BCero, Thl 3aCTABUIIb BOITHOBATHCS JIMIHIO.
Heyxenu Thl 3a0BL1 0 TOM, KaK HeflaBHO Te0s 1mofgo3peBaiu, 4To Mpan Tebe mo CUX 1op He
0e3pa3nuyHa?

- [la, THI TIpas...

CkasaB 9T0, Makc gBuHYJCS Janbiie. [Toxoxke, ocTanbHbE BMECTe C JIunuen yxe Xaanu ux.

B nocnenHee BpeMs BOKPYT JIMIuy HaXOOUIOCh MHOXKECTBO JIIOfIel U UX KOJTMYECTBO YBETUYUBAJIOCH.
Ecnu Cenpuka, Kak eé XXeHuxa, He 0KaXeTcs 00IU30CTH, TO JIUINIO MOTYT B MTHOBEHUE OKa
yBectu. U Makc 6ecriokouncst 00 3ToM.

(...OH cka3aj, 4To s 3aCTaBJIsAI0 JININI0 BOJIHOBATHCSA?)



Cuauaina Cefpuk 1mogymall, YTO, BO3MOXKHO, OH 3aCTaBHUJI JIUJIHIO IIOYYBCTBOBATh CE0sT HEJIOBKO,
KOTZla OHAa CITpalllBaJia €ro, HPaBUTCS U eMy MpaH. Tak 4TO OH IOMBITANICS U30aBUTh €€ OT
OecmoKoMCTBa, CKa3daB el: «O yeM THI, pagu bora, ropoputib?». Ho geByIKa BHITISOETA
pa3ouyapoBanHOM. OHa yCMeXHYJIach B OTBET, YCTaBUBIIKUCH Ha CegprKa Ir1a3aMu, KOTOPEIE,
Ka3aJI0Ch, HacMeXaJIuCh Haf HUM.

«OT MY2K4YWHEI, KOTOpI:IfI HAXOOUTCs BO BJIACTH 2KEHIIMHUHBI, JIETKO 130aBUTHCS».

Cenpuk MeNJIeHHO CIpsITajl CKaThIX KyJlakK, 3aTEM ITIOCMOTPEJ B JIUII0 CBOEM JTI00MMOi HEBECTHI.

- CenpuK, ¢ Bo3BpalleHreM. Kak moXuBaeT BIOBCTBYIOIIAs UMIIepaTpUlia? — CIPOCUTIa OHa,
yIbI0asiCh.

Kak Bcerma, oHa IIpOoaoJIZKala IIPEe3PUTEIEHO YJ'IBIGaTBCﬂ My2XKYKWHAM, HaXOOUBIIMMCS B €€ BIIACTH.
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