(Mmnepust KagoraH, BOCTOYHbLIE PABHUHEI, TPYIOOH ropoma Acmep)

B nogBanbHOM IIOMEIEHUH OaBHO 3a6pomeHHoro JOMa C 0oOBaJIMBIIIEHCS KprI.T.IefI IIpu CBETE
HaCTEeHHBIX d)aKeJ'IOB HaXOOUJIUCH TPOE.

/[TPECKKK//

AMenusi BHE3aITHO IIPHUIIUIA B CO3HAHKE OT PEe3KOT0 yaapa II0 JIUIY, K KOTOPOMY [100aBUIOCH ITafieHre
Ha XOJIOOHBI KaMEeHHBIN II0JI.

Ona abCoJII0THO He ITIOHMMasa, 9YTO IIPOMCXOOUT, IIOIEITAJIACh IIOJHATECA, HO 06Hapy}KHna, 4qTo
KPEIIKO CBA3dHa II0 PYKaM ¥ HOT'daM CaMBbIM FpY6bIM o6pa30M.

— ITobpoe yTpo, Kpacasuiia. Kak cranocs?

['pyOblit rPOMKUI MYKCKOii T0J10C 60JIbI0 TpoGexKarcs 1Mo ee MOXMeIbHOU rojioBe. Tak U He yCIIeB
TIOHSTh, YTO IIPOMCXOIUT, OHA MOJIy4Nia OYepegHON yaap o HU3Y XKUBOTA, YTO OTKUHYII ee Ha
HECKOJIbKO METPOB IIPSIMO K CTEHE.

(TI I IIIT/

— Kxaa... Kxaa...

IlpIxanue cOHUIIOCH, cepaie 3aKOJIOTUIIOCE B OemenoM Temie. OHa MIOMHMIIA, KaK HaKHBIBAJIaChb
CIIUPTHBIM B KOMIIQHHUH C Jlosou, 3aTeM OHHU IMIOKUWHYJIX 3aBEJEeHNE, d IIOTOM... Bce kak B TyMadHe.

— Aaaanmnin!!!

OmuH 13 ee IMIEHUTEJIeNW CXBATUII 3BEPOJIIONKY 3a BOJIOCH U ITOBOJIOK IIPSIMUKOM 10 KAMEHHOMY TI0JTY
B CTOPOHY CTOSIIETO 110 IIEeHTPY KOMHATH CTyja. COBEPIIEHHO He 1IePeMOHSICh CO CBOEH IIJIEHHUIIEH,
OH CHJIOM IIOJHSJI ee ¥ TOJTYKOM yCafguy Ha CTYII.

— K-xTO BB Takue? YToO BaM OT MeHS Hamo?!

/[TPECKKKK//

[TonyyuB ouepenHOM yaap 1o u 6€3 TOro 0TMEYEHHOT0 CUHSAKOM JIUIY, AMENUs CMOJIKJIA.



— TyT, goporyia, Mel OygeM 3amaBaTh TeOe BOIPOCH. A ThI Oy[Ielllh Ha HUX 0TBedaTh. Eciiu HaMm He
TIOHPABUTCS TBOM OTBET, MOM KoJlIera ao0e3Ho oTpexkeT Tebe majell ¥ 3aCTaBUT CheCcThb ero. Bee
IIOHsIa?

CMOTpH HeBepPAIUIUM B3TIAO0M Ha CBOUX HOXI/ITI/ITeJIefl, OEBYIIKaA BCE K€ KUBHYIIA.

— OTNUYHO, KaXKeTCs, THl ITOHSJIA IIPaBUila UTPH. A Temepb CKaXu HaM, OTKYIa ThHI B3siJIa 9TOT Mey4?
B3pmymaenib cKa3aTh, YTO BIIEPBbIE €T'0 BUAUIIL, UM 3Ke TBOM Iajell U OTPeXYT.

3BEPOJIIOKA IlepeBesia B3rJIf Ha [IPUCTaBJIEHHHIH K ee IeKe KIMHOK. OHa He MOrJla He y3HaTh ero.
9T0 GBI TOT caMbIl TpodeNHbIM KIMHOK, KOTOPHIH KceHoc 3a6pan y ogHOro u3 ee OBIBIINX
00MIYMKOB. 3aTEM OHa IepeBesia B3TJIA[ Ha 9TUX OBOUX U 3aMeTHJIa Ha UX Ji0axX Takue xe
TaTyUPOBKH.

OHa He MOrJIa CKa3aTh UM IIpaBAy. TO CYIUIIO OBl JIUIIL BEPHYI0 CMEPTh. Byayun CBSI3aHHOM 110
pyKaM u HoraM, OHa He MOTJla BOCIIOIb30BaThCS HaBbIKaMU aKpoOaTUKM U PYKOIAIIHOTO 0051, TaK Kak
Te OBIJIM ITOJTHOCTHIO0 HUBEIMPOBaHkl. HaBEIKYM Kilacca HeKpoMaHTa? [la, UX MOXKHO 3aCTaTh BPACIIJIOX,
BO3MOXKHO, faxe yOuTh omHOro. OmHAKO UX ABOE. OTO BCE TOT Ke Oe3BLIUTPHIILIHLIM BapHUaHT.
Jlygmmwmii crmocob coBpaTh ¥ He OBITH TOMMAHHEIM Ha BpaHbe — TOBOPUTH MONTYIIPABAY.

— MHa... I moMHI0 9TOT Mey. { Hallla ero 0OKOJIO Mecslia Ha3af 10 Jopore u3 gepeBHU Kpauic B
Acrmiep. 910 OBIIO Ha crepylolee yTpo mocie 6ypu. Hamm cTapeiinHbl Ha3BalK ee YKaCHBIM
I'meBoM Hebec... B Moelt nepeBHe 0OHa moryouna... MHOTHX.

HeBonbHO OHa BCiOMUHAIa KaPTUHY TOTO, YTO 3Ta Oyps Hejlasa C IOIaBUIMMYU B ee LIymasibla
monbMu. VX OCTaHKY BIIEPEMEIIKY C OfIeKI0H U BeIlaMH MOMPOCTY PACKUIRIBAIO B3PHIBOM Ha METPHI
TI0 OKpYTe.

— ¢l Hama ero Heganeko oT MocTa yepes [Ipuspaunslil Pydyen cpenyu OCTAHKOB U OIIIMETKOB
omexXnbl, pa30pOCaHHBIX 10 OKPYTE...

IBoe meHuTENEN MEeperaaHyIuchk. UM oueHb Jaxke 3HaKOMaA 1momo6Has KapTuHa. Korma MoTHUH
CITyCKa/IKCh C He0ec, JKagHO XBaTa/IMCh 3a He YCIeBIIUX YKPHITHCS JIIOAeH, a 3aTeM 6e3KaloCTHO
pas3phIBad UX Ha 9acTH. HeCcKoIbKUX, KaK 0Ka3aja0Ch, He CAMBIX YOAUTUBHIX UX

TOBaApPHUIIEH, IIOCTUTJIA Ta XK€ y4aCTh.

OHM oCTaBUIIN 3BEPOIIIOIKY CI/IJZ[HIJ_IGI;I Ha CTYJI€ U BHIIIIIKA 3d OBEPL IIOMEIIEHNs1, HAIIPDABUBIINUCH B
OOHY M3 KOMHAT Ha IIEPBOM 3TaXKe.

— CknapHo moet, Pomxep. B mpuniiune, CXoguTcs ¢ TEM, YTO O Hell IpoHIoXanyu uinerku. OHa
IEeNCTBUTEILHO POMIOM U3 IepeBHU Kpalic, cBanuia OTTyda cpa3y II0CJie 3TOM 4epToBou OypH,
KaxXeTcs, KOro-TO U3 ee POJHU OHa TOXKe 3alenuia. MapmpyT nepecekaeTcs ¢ MapupyToM Jlronus
KaK II0 MECTY, TaK C HeOOJIbIIIMMHY IIOTPELUIHOCTSIME U 110 BpeMeHU. BO3MOKHO, OH ¥ IIPaBha TakK U He
moOpasncs mo Mymporo Jleca K Touke BCTpeuu, OYOyYM CMEIIaHHLIM CO CBOMM Ke IePhbMOM BO BpeMsi



yoapa MOJIHUH.

— A 4TO HaCYeT ero IecTepoK, XKUPHOTO U KOPOTHIIIKHY, KaK UX TaM?

— T'appu u JIyuc. Hacuet Hux He yBepeH. Ecnu nepexunu Oypio, TO MOTJIX U IOf ITyMOK MpuOpaTh K
pykaM Bce 0abNHUIIKO U CBaJIUTh B TOPU30HT. EC/u BCe Tak, TO ocTaeTcsl 00BABUTH Ha HUX 0XOTY I10
BCeM (umagaM UMIepUU. 30J10TO, CKOpe BCeTo, yKe He BEPHYTh, HO He Melano Obl CBEPHYTH IIEU
TEM, KTO IIOAyMaJl, YTO HAC MOXKHO ITOf] IIyMOK 00BOPOBATh.

IBa romoBope3a u3 YepHbix YepenoB TPUIUTH K 000I0IHOMY COTJIACHIO B CBOMX YMO3aKITIOUeHUSX.

— Kak moctynum co 3BeponeBkoi, bunn? 2Kanko 651510 661 6€3 BHITOAB IPUTOBAPUBAThH TaKyi0
KPacCOTKy. M0XKHO KJIEMUTh U IIepelPaBUTh B CTOJIUITY C 3aBTPAIIHEl MapTHuel CBeXKMX padbiHb. A
CJleTKa IOANOPYEHHOe MHOU JIMYUKO 3aXKUBET U IOPO30BEET yXKe 10 MYTH.

— JlagHo, 3a#muck 3tuM. 9 coobiury B mTab 0 pe3ynbTaTax Hallero pacciaenoBanusi. YyBCTBYIO MSTOM
TOYKOM, Ied UM KpaliHe He oOpagyeTcs.

IecsaThi0 MUHYTAMH 1032Ke TEMHOBOJIOCHIA OIBYXMETPOBBIM amMball BHOBb CITYCTHJIICS B
MMITPOBU3UPOBAHHYI0 KOMHATY MJISI OMIPOCOB C HAXOMSIIENCs B Hel 10 6011 CMa3TuBOR
3BEPOITIOOKOH.

EOuHCTBEHHOE, YeTo OH XOTeJI, TaK 9TO XOPOIIEHbKO 1103abaBUTCS C 9TOM KOIIEeYKON HANlOCIeNoK.
Ycneimath ee MONIBOBI, CTOHEL, BOIUIX, CJIe3bl, ITOKa OH pPa3 3a pa3oM OymeT HaCUJIOBaTh 3Ty OEBKY
CaMbIMU pa3HBIMU U3BpallleHHBIMHU Cclioco0aMu. B OypHOM IpefBKYILIEHUH, OH, 3aKaTUB

pyKaBa, cOesaj Iapy I1aroB HaBCTpeuy K CBOel 06eCIIOMOIITHOM XepTBe. B ero ryisommx 1o ee Teny
ry1a3ax IoJibixaja HU4eM He CKphIBaeMas 10XOTb.

— Ceiivac MH ¢ TOOOM HEMHOXKEYKO ITOUTPaeM, KMCOHbKA. YK ITOBEPh, TAKOI'0 OTPOMHOT0 y Tebs elle
HUKOrIa He OLLJIO0...

[[TomaBnenue 5yp.]

BHe3amHo OH 3aMep Ha MeCTE U OIIyTHJI, YTO er0 TeJI0 MOJIHOCTEIO IePeCcTaso ero CayIiaThCs.
CBsi3aHHAs paHee 3BePOJIIONKA CIIOKOMHO BCTajla CO CTyjla 6e3 BepeBOK Ha pyKax u Horax. OHa
BaJIbSIKHO ITOJIOIIINIA K CTOBHO BMEp3IlIeMy B KaMEHHEIH IT0JT BETUKOPOCIIOMY JETHUHE, TIOIYTHO
HaJeBas Ha PYKHd MHUGPHUIOBEIE KACTETH C JeCITHCAHTUMETPOBEIMU OPHUTBEHHO-OCTPHIMU KOT'TSIMH.

— Ilourpaem, rosopuis? OrpoMHOro, ropopuilis? Hy 4To XK, mourpaeM fia IpOBEPUM...



(I/IMHepI/IH KapmoraH, BOCTOUYHBIE PaBHHUHEI, TOPOL Acnep, TPUOLATEI0O MUHYTaMHA paHee)

Haiinst 673 rocTuHUIE Oecco3HaTenbHylo Jlonuany, KceHoc cpa3y 0COo3Hal BCIO CEPhE3HOCTh
cutyanuu. OH OBIJIO XOTeJI KUHYTHCS B IIOTOHIO 3a AMHM, OTHAKO He MOT OCTaBUTh JIeXKaTh Ha yIIHIIE
IIOJIPYTY CBOel HamapHuIlkl. Croenas HEOOIBIION KPIOK IO CBOET0 HOMepa, OH aKKYPaTHO YIIOXKUI
KPOJIEEeBYIIKY C BHYIIUTEIbHBIM OI0CTOM Ha CBOIO KPOBaTh, @ 3aTeM IIYCTHUJICS T10 CIIENY
yOanAI0IenCcs METKH.

KceHoc OBICTPBIM LIATOM IIIeJT 10 TOPOICKUM IepeyIkaM B CTOPOHY OMHOI'0 CaMOTO
He0JIaromoIyyHoro paiioHa Acmepa. Tpyuio0s! ObITH IOCTETHUM IIPUCTAHUIIEM /IS PA3HOTO pofa
HU3IIUX CJI0EB HaceJIeHUsT — 6e3MOMHHIX, OEMHSIKOB, PA30PUBIINXCS KYIIIIOB, CITMBIIHXCS
ABAHTIOPHCTOB ¥ KPUMHUHAJIBHEIX 37IeMEeHTOB. M rme-To mocpenu Bcero aToro c6pojga MeTKa BHE3aIHO
OCTaHOBHUIACh. [10 Hee OBIIO ellfe MOPSIKOM TPeXCOT METPOB 10 BUTHEBATHIM Y3KHUM YI0YKAM IJIOTHO
3aCTPOEHHEIX TPYII06. HyKHO OBIZIO TOPOIUTHCS.

Hep}KI/ICb, MaJIbIIIKa, 371ad U CePOUTAasaA HEXKUTh yXKe CIIEIINT Ha IMOMOIIb...

CrycTs IpUMepHO MSATh MUHYT OH J00Opascs g0 Hy>KHOT'0 BETXOT'0 IoMa Ha caMoM OTiIin6Ge 3TOro
3JI0II0JTYYHOTO palioHa. MEIC/Ib 0 TOM, YTOOBI BIIOMUTHCSI BHYTPb, Kpyllla CBOUM O0€BEIM MOJIOTOM BCE
BOKPYT, OH UCKJTIOUMJI IPAaKTUYECKH Cpa3y, XOTh OHA ¥ IIE€PBOM IPHIIJIa MY B TOJIOBY U JUKUM
3BepeM pBajiach HapyXKy. [IepBo-HalepBo HYKHO BHISICHUTL COCTOSSHUE AMU: HE YyTPOXKAET U e
OTTacCHOCTh. BTOpOoE: MOMBITaThCS Y3HATh TPUYUHEI TOXUIIEeHUS. TpeTbe: U30aBUTHCS OT ITUX IIPUYUH
Ha KOPHIO, PacTONTAaTh B KPOBL, IIEPEJIOMATh BCe KOCTH B TPYXY, CXKeEYb [OTIA.

[Tomumo gercTBUSA ciocoOHOCTH «MeTKa» B Ka4eCTBe JI0KaTopa, Oblja y Hee ellle ogHa 0COOEHHOCTbD:
Ha PacCTOSHUMU [0 Iaphl JeCATKOB METPOB OHA MOrJjla JaTh 3HATh YEJI0BEKY C METKOU O
pacmookeHny X035iMHa MeTKU. becrnone3Hsit mo004HbM 3G(}EKT, OTHAKO TaKOK HYKHBIHM B 9TOT
MOMEHT.

[MeTka]

[MeTka]

[MeTka]

IlaBai xxe, AMM, OTKJIMKHICH HaKOHeII...

[{Ienmot MepTtBEIX 9yD.]

— Kcenoc?! K-kcenoc! Ouu M-MeH4d... d n-nuiTanack ¢ TOOOM. ..



— Awmwu, g psigoM. Bce 6ymeT X0poIio, yCIoKoucs. S Bcero B HECKOMTBKUX MeTpax oT Tebs. Omuiu
CUTYaIUIO.

— MeHs cBsI3aIu U IepKaT B KAKOM-TO TEMHOM II-TIoMellleHuu 6e3 0KOH. X Kak MUHUMYM ABoe. OHU
KaK-TO CBSI3aHEBI C T-TEM OTHEHHBIM MEeYOM, YTO MBI ITPOHaH B JTaBKy. K-KaxeTcs paboTOProBIH. 5
HaIlJieqla UM C TPX KopoOa, ¥ OHU BHIIIJIA MUHYTH TPU Ha3ad... KceHoc, M-MHe CTPAIIHO...

— 4 yXe uny, meBoYKa MOsi, IIOTEPIIX COBCEM YYTOK.

[Tox MOKPOBOM MAaCKHUPOBKM HEXKUTh CJIOBHO TEHb ITPOHUKIIA B 3maHue. OH CHIBIIIAT Yei-TO Pa3roBop B
OITHOM M3 KOMHAT Ha ITIePBOM 3Taxe, HO paclpaBa MOTJjia TOTepIeTs elne, a AMu HeT. [Touck
IIOJIBA/IbHOT'O TIOMEIlIeHHs He 3aHSJT MHOTO BpeMeHHU. CITyCTUBIIIKCE T10 JIECTHUIE ¥ OTBOPUB
eIUHCTBEHHYI0 HaXOMSIIYIOCS TaM [BepPb, Iepe Irila3aMu CKejleTa HaKOHeIl IT0SIBUJIach OHa...

— Kcenoc! Xnmun-xmuil...

CBsi3aHHas 110 pyKaM 4 HOTaM, #30MTasi ¥ MOPAJIbHO TIOfIaBJieHHas1. Bce 3TO HATOMHUIIO eMy UX
nepByio BcTpedy. Ho Ha 9TOT pa3 OH He MOT CIIOKOWHO IEPEHOCUTH OJ00HOTr0 ee Buga. OTHHU B €T0
TTIa3HUIAX BOCIIBIIAIM sipUe, YeM KOTfa-u0o0, a Ha PYKOSITH CKUMaAeMOro B PyKax MOJIOTa HaBCceraa
BIIEYATAJTUCH OTUETIIUBEIE BMSTHUHHL.

Ho cniepBa AMu. OT0KUB MOJIOT Ha 3eMJIi0, DOHMPOBAHHBIN CKEJIeT IOCTall U3 CBOeHM CYMKH Iapy
MUGDPHUITIOBEIX KACTETOB. PaHee OH IOMPOCHU OCTaBUTh UX eMy Ha coxXxpaHeHUe BO u3bexaHue
BO3MOXKHBIX ITbSTHBEIX IPaK CO CMEPTEILHBIM UCX0O0M MJisl 3aBcernaTtaeB Kocoro Meua. OH aKKypaTHO
mepepe3a’t MI0THO 0OMOTAHHBIE BOKPYT €€ PYK U HOT BEPEBKH, IMOTSHYJICS B CYMKY 3a 3€JIbeM
UCIIeJIeHNsI, HO TYT Xke OB IPaKTUYeCKHu COUT C HOT.

PrIzKeBojI0CasT 3BepOKOIIEYKA OTTOIKHYBIIHUCH U30 BCEX CUJT OT 3eMJIM OYKBaIbHO BIIMIACh B HETO
cBouMHu 06BATUSIMU. Bech ero rues, Bcs ero OyuIyiolias yparaHoM HEHaBUCTh BMUT OTOIBUHYIUCH Ha
3agHui miaH. Ee Temnmo, ee IPeprBUCTOE ObIXaHUE, XKap ee r'y0, 4To B KaKOH-TO MOMEHT COMKHYJIUCh
Ha ero nuie. [Jo 3Toro MoMeHTa KceHOC 1 B MBIC/ISIX HE MOT IOIYCTUTh, YTO 3TO TEJIO MOXKET
MCIBITEIBATh XOTh 4TO-T0. HO 0H omubarncs.

PackpacHeBmasicst 0T COOCTBEHHBIX OeUCTBUN AMUHEb POOKO OTIPSHYJIA OT CBOET'0 CIIaCUTEeNIs,
OTIYCTHJIA VIIKU U JIETOHEYKO 3aBUJISJIa XBOCTOM, CJIOBHO HAIITKOAWBIIUM KOTEHOK.

— MHe KaxXKeTcs1, YTO OHU ellle BEPHYTCS... 1 paccka3aja UM MOTyBHIYMaHHYIO UCTOPHIO,
HO, KaXXeTcsl, OHU Kynuuck. CKOpel BCero, OHU 3aX0TAT U30aBUTLCS OT MEHS H...

— 4 pa3bepyck. Hu oguH 13 HUX He YBUOUT 3aBTPAIIHET0 paccBeTa. ITO s Tebe obe...

— Croii.



— Amu?

— Trt yxke meHs criac. CHOBa. B mpomielii pa3 TH B OMMHOYKY pa3obpasicsi ¢ MOUMHU ITpobieMaMu.
Ceiiuac g x04y cfenaTh 3TO CBOMMHU COOCTBEHHBIMU PyKaMHU. ITH YPOAH MHE CUJIBHO 3af0JIKaJIu.
CpoeraeM Tak...

B3rmnsg 3BeposogKy B OQUH MUT ITPHOOPEIT CTPAIIHBIN XUITHBINA OTTEHOK.
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