Bce kpoMe Heé yxe IOKUHYIX 3TOT MPoéM, rae mpsitancs IlloaH, HO CTPAHHOE OLIyILIeHNe, KOTOPOe
M3HAYAJIFHO [IPUBEJIO €€ CI0HA, 0CTAJIOCh.

U oHo 11710 M3-3a 00JIOMKOB KaMHeH, Ha KOTOpBII7I OHa ceryac 00JI0KOTHIACh.

K cuacThio ocBellleHue OT T'J1a3a UIIYILIETO OBIJIO BCE elllé 37ech, 1 Opuca cTaja BHUMATeIbHEN
M3y4aTh KAMHU. B OTIMYMM OT TeX, YTO 3a6I0KUPOBAJIM BXOM B IIPOEM, ITH BBHITJISIIENIA CTAPEIMU.
ToCTHIN CITIOM IIBIIN U 3€MJTH TTOKPHIBAJ UX TOBEPXHOCTh. He 3Has, Ha 4TO cMoTpeTh, Opuca maxe He
MOTJIa 3aMEeTHUTh, YTO 3TO OBIJ eI€ OOUH CeIaHHEIM ITPOEM, a HE eCTEeCTBEHHOE COCTOSIHHE IIeIepPHI.

[Tpoém cam 1o cebe OBIT TOBOJILHO MaJIeHbKUM, Tak uTo Opuca pelmiia He TpobuBaTh cebe MyTh
CKBO3b KaMHH, 00sICh eI1Ié OMHO IPoéMa, KOTOPOe OHa MOXKET COTBOPUTH B3peiBOM. OHa IIpojie3ya
o0paTHO Yepe3 IIPOEM B TIEIIEPY U MOAHSAIACh, CTPSIXUBAS I'PSA3b C €€ CHapsixkeHus. [Ipexne, 4eM oHa
CMOTJIa OTPearupoBaTh, €€ KTO-TO KPEIKO 00HSII.

"Opuca, cnacubo tebe! Crnacubo Tebe O6ombioe!"

9T0 OblTa HUKTO MHAas, Kak [Ixkaugo. OHa mmakana u 6opMoTania 0eCKOHeYHBIM IIOTOKOM CJIOBa
6maromaprocTtu. KTo-T0, KOro Opuca He 3Hala, Tak Xe MOTrIafull eé 1mo rojgose. HeckonbkumMu
CeKyH[IaMU CITyCTS JIIOOW Hadajy XJI0MaTh ¥ pagoBaThCs BCIyX. "f He 3HAl0, KakK TeOs u
oTbmarogaputh. Korma s ckasaja, 4TO 0KHUAa0 OT TeOsT BEJIUKUX BEIleH, 3TO He TO, YTO S uMeJa
BBUAY. f TBOS GecKOHeYHas moKHuIa!"

"¢l B rpébaHOM HENOHMMAaHUHU, IeBOYKa. 1 Obln yBepeH, 4To [leyaTh moMoxkeT Tebe B OUTBE, HO YEPT,
s TakK pafl, YTo 3acTaBui Tebs cuenaTh ee."

Y noka Bce mombampuBanu e€, Opuce Ob1I0 m10x0. OHa OBIZIa yBepeHa, YTO 9TO COBIANEHHUE;
OLIyIeHNEe, KOTOPOe MPUBEJIO eé B IPOEM He 0THOCHIIOCH K IIToany. Opucy 6ecuio moiydaTh II0XBaly
3a 4TO-TO, UTO OHA He [Ielajia, OHA YyBCTBOBasa ce0si 0OMAHIIHUIIEH, BOPOM, MOIIIEHHUIIEH.

K cyacThio mpa3gHOBaHUE OT 3TOT0 COOLITHE OBICTPO MTOMEPKJIO, TaK Kak [IUII0 HAITOMHUI BCEM, YTO
OHH BCE eIllé Ha MUCCHHM. M ITOKa YJIeHH TPYIINEI OBUIM 3aHSATH U3TOTOBIIEHHEM HOCHIIOK, K Opuce
nopornén Kaxali ¢ 00eCIIOKOEHHEIM BHIPaXKEHUEM JIUIA:

"Xo9i, TH BRITJISIOUING TaK, OyATO Te0s MOXBaIMIM 3a Hadajlo TPeThel MUPOBOi BOMHEL. UTO C TBOUM
nuIom?"

"To, 4TO IPUBEJIO MEHS Tyfa, OHO He pearupoBaso Ha [lloaHa. { yBepeHa, 3T0 GbIJIO YTO-TO Apyroe. 1
OHO BCE TaK e B Ielepe," mpoIlenTana OHa TUXUM T'OJIOCOM.

"Hy, 3T0 UHTEPECHO U BCE TAaKOe, HO S I10 IIPeKHEeMY He IIOHUMalo, B 4éM pobneMa. [Iypodka, 3To
13-3a TeOsT MBI HAIllJIA MTapHS, K CYACThIO WIN HeT. [IpeKpaTy BellaTh CBOM HOC, XOPOII0? MEI
oflymMaeM O TBOEM KOMIIace Ha IIpHU3paKoB UM 4eM OBl 3TO HU ObLIO o37Hee."

[TepephIB OB OKOHYEH, ¥ OHHU €Ill€ pa3 IPOLUIH BIIyOb Melepsl. [Jopora Hayasia pa3BeTBISATHCS.
[TobponuB emi€ yac, unmno man npruKa3 Bo3BpallaThCs. TaM COBCeEM He OBII0 HUKAKWUX ITPU3HAKOB
3Bepeil.

Opuca Bo BpeMs BCEro UX M0Xofa JocTaBajia [0, MPoCs ero MO3BONIUTh €1 BEPHYTHCS B Ty
koMHaty. OHa IoATrOBapXBaa 1 MOoATalKKUBaJia ero K 3TOMY, Tak Kak €€ pa3yM Obl B OTHE K3-3a
3TOr0 HEPEIIEHHOI 0 BONPOca. B KOHIle KOHIIOB OHU CHOBA BCTallX ¥ IIpO€Ma, U [IUIIOo Mpojie3 BHYTPhb
BMecTe ¢ OprcComn.



"CMOTpH, Haxe ecliy 3[eCh YTO-TO U €CThb, Y HAC HET HU BPeMEeHH, HU UHCTPYMEHTOB, YTOOHI 3TO
oTKomarth. EIé u moTonoK He cTabuieH, He BUOUIIL YTO JTU? Y 3TH KAMHM ITOJTHOCTBIO 3aKPBITTU
IOPOTY fasblile, Tak 4To 6e3 CrenurannucTa MbBl He CMOXKeM IIPOUTH."

"Cap, 51 BCE 3TO 3HAI0, HO..." Opuca nmpepBaaach ¥ paCCTPOEHHO IIPUKYCHUIA CBOIO I'y0y. "f mpocTo
3HARO, 4yTo 3TO BaXHO. { yBepeHa, YTO 3a ITUMU KaMHSIMU 4YTO-TO €CTh."

"MEI CUIBHO PUCKYEM, 0CTaBasiCh 3[ech. TH cracya yejioBeka, yoei ero Temeps." [JUIIO JONT0O
CMOTPEIl Ha HEe€ U TIOMOPIIUIICS OT OropYeHHOro numa Opuckl. "Kak HaCUYET TaKOro, Ml BEPHEMCS
ciofia, Korfa Tkl OyOelrb TOTOBa COelaTh BCE CaMOCTOSTENNbHO? Yepes MecsI] UK 0KOJIO TOT0? JTO
Jydiliee MpenjaoXkKeHue, 4YTO Thl MOXKEIIb II0JIyYXTh, MaJleHbKas BEIMOraTeJIbHUIA. "

Opwuca HEOXOTHO KuBHYyMa. OHA B MOCJIEOHUH pa3 B3TJISAHYJIA HA 3aKPHITHIH IPOEM, U ITOJIe371a
o0paTHO B OCHOBHYIO TIEIIEDPY.

OHY momIu 1o BXOfa B Melepy U Bce € 0XKHUAaHueM B3TNgHyIu Ha Opucy. OHa 60si71ach 3TOT0
MOMEHTA, HO yBHI, 3TO JOJIZKHO OBIJIO IIPOM30UTH C HeW CHOBa. M mycTh e€ 3amac MaHBl BOCCTAHOBHUTI
0oree MOTOBUHEL CBOETO OBIJIOTO Benuuusi, pykKu OpUCH IO IpeXHeMY 00JieNid, HeCMOTPS Ha IUII0NN
Mapwunsl. HeT0BKO IOTONTABIIKCH, OHA 03BY4YHIIa IIPo0IeMy:

"TIpocTHTe, HO MHE HYKEH KTO-TO, YTOOH JlepKaTh MOU PYKH, UM 5 IOTEPSI0 CO3HAHUE ITe-HuOynb
10 Iy TH..."

"Haxxo, CEeCTPEHKA, He BOJNHYMCsA! MapuHa J0BOJbHO cunbHas!" [[eBylllka Halpsria CBOM MBIIIITEL
neper Opucoit, o3upysi, 6ynTo npodeccruoHanbHbl GonubUImep.

OHu BBEICTYNIIUIIH, JepxKa JIollafied mox IMUTOM, U 3TO 3acTaBujo OpHUCy 3afaThCS BOIIPOCOM, KaK OHU
mericTBoBanu 0e3 TaKoy 3amuTH. 'Hagecs, YTO OHU IPOCTO TTOKPHIBAIM JIOMIafel MajleHbKUMU
myTamMu 1 6aprepaMy,' OfHa JIUIIL MBIC/Ib O TOM, UTO OHU ITOCTOSIHHO UCLENSANN OeIHBIX X KUBOTHBIX
BMECTO TOT0, YTOOHBI UX 3alllUIIaTh, 3acTaBissia OpUCy IpOXKaTk.

Korga onu mpouinu okojo Tpetu myTy, Oprca OUIyTHIIa KPEIKYI0 XBAaTKy BOKPYT CBOMX 000UX PYK;
MapuHa paccynuna, 4To HacTaja e€ Iopa IoafepxkaTh eé nuaepa. Cuna aTux pyk ynusuia Opucy,
HECMOTpPS Ha e€ yXKe BHICOKHEe 0XUAaHusA 0 GU3ndecKoM coCTOsSiHUM Mapunsl. OHa cpa3y ke
paccrmabunach ¥ Telepsb MPakKTUYECKHU BHUCEJIa Ha 9TUX PyKaX; ObIJIO Ha YOUBIIEHKE IPUSTHO, KOTTa e€
(baKTUYeCKH HEC KTO-TO CUJIbHEIN, 0COOEHHO KOTfa 9To Oblla AeBYIIKa.

"Te-xe-xe, u Kak Tebe, cecTpéHka? Jlyume?" [IpomenTana MapruHa MpsiMo Ha yxo0 OPUCHI.
"THl IPOCTO XKU3HB CIaciia, MapuHa. 3Haelllb, a I Obl MOTJIa IPUBHIKHYTh K TAKOMY ?"
'YK TO4YHO 3HA," XUXUKHYJIA [EeBYIIKA.

Wx myTh Ha3ap ObIT TPOCTEHIINM, II0 CPAaBHEHKUEM C ITePBOHAYAIbHEIM ToXonoM. JIn6o rpymnmna youmra
6onbiiyio 4acTh 3Bepeli, mub6o Co3nanus BomHbl pa3bexkanuch 1o 06J1aCTH, HO OHM BCTPETUIIN HE
Oornblie TPUALATHA IPOTUBHUKOB Ha CBOEM IyTH. CIIyCTsI MEHEee, YeM 3a YETHIpe Yaca, OHU IPUOBIIN B
mrab-kBapTupy. M korma Opuca mocTaBuia JOIIafib B CTOMIIA, OHa U3Maia B3[0X obmeryenus. Ux
TIEPBBIY ITOXON OB OKOHYEH.

[IToaH GBI UCTOLIEH [0 TIPEfesia, YYUTHIBAS, YTO UX PAIMOH OB CKYOHBIM €II€ faxe [0 TOro, Kak OH
3amep ce0st BHYTPU NIPOEMa, TaK 4TO [[UIIII0 CUJION YI0XKUII MYyKUYKUHY B KpoBaTh. OHAKO, BCS
KOMaH[a Iolla pa3fHoBaTh. M Opuca, KOHEYHO XKe, Oblyla IEHTPOM BCeoOIero BHUMaHUS.



"Tak, 1Mo cioBaM KaluTaHa, 9TO BCE BCE M3-3a HEOOLIYHOM [TeyaTu, KOTOPYIO TH UCIIOb3yeuIb?"
CIIPOCHJI OOUMH U3 YJIEHOB I'PYIIIHI, BHICOKUY U MYCKYTUCTHIM BOUH C OIUHHOM O6ypoi 60pomoi.

"Ila, oHa Ha3weiBaeTcs [ledaThio Pa3yma Brilie MaTepuu. bnarogaps e€ adhdekTam g Mory
YyBCTBOBATh IIOTOKX MaHEI BOKPYT cebs," TOMOPIIUBINKCE, OTBETHUIIA OHa.

"TONbKO TIOAyMaTh, YTO THI CyMeJia 3aMeTHTh €T0 XKU3HEeHHBIE CUITH Yepe3 KaMHu! [I0KeH cKa3aTh,
3TO NPOCTO Kakoe-To TpébaHoe Yymo, YTO TH C HAMM, MaJIlOTKa."

"TIpocTo moBe3mo, Hu4Yero 6onee. Ho s papa, uyTo Mbl Haunu [lloaHa XKUBBEIM."

"YMmenas, 1oHas ¥ CKpOMHasi. Pegkoe codyeTaHue, KOTOPOe MOXKHO HAaTH B OMHOM MeCTe U BpeMeHH,'
ckasasna [I:KaHmo, HexXHOo norjiaguB Opucy 1Mo BojtocaM. "Mory s 0TBiIedYb Tebs Ha MUHYTKY?"

BMecTe OHM BHIIIITY Ha YIMIY U 3aHSTH ONHY U3 BETXUX CKAaMeeK, PaCCTaBIIEHHBIX BOKPYT OCOOHSKa.
Opwuca mpoxkana HeCKOJIbKO MUHYT, HO [I2KaHI0 MO/TYaa, HeCMOTPS Ha TO, YTO Oblyla TOM, KTO €€
npuriacuia. [leBymka nu0o He 3HaIa, YTO CKa3aTh, 100 HE MOTJIa COGPATHCS C MBICIISIMU, TAaK YTO
Opuca peluia HadaTh Pa3roBop:

"Tak y Te6s c [lloaHOM OTHOIIEHUSA?"

"He xomuilb BOKPYT Oa 0K0JI0, Ha?" B ronoce [I3KaH0 MOXKHO OBIJIO YCIIBIIIATh HOTKY YBazKeHUs.
"Hudero cepb€3HOTO, II0 KpalHEX Mepe C ero CTOPOHHL. 4 yBaXkato [lloaHa; OH MHOXKECTBO pas3
cliacajl MO0 XKU3Hb ¥ BCerga X0poIlo KO MHe OTHOCUJICA."

"Taxxeno, Korga a000BbL 0e3 oTBeTa."

"He yBepeHa, 11000Bb 9TO UJIK YTO-TO eImé..." [IeByIlKa 3agfyMyYrBO B3TrIsHYIa Ha Opucy u
XUXUKHYyNa. "JlagHo, Koro s oOMaHbIBa? KoHeuHo xKe 51 6e3 ymMa OT Hallero nagepa.”

OHM HEKOTOPOe BpeMs CMesIuCh BMecCTe, U [I;)KaHO0 CHOBA CTajla CePhE3HOM.
"1 He MoTy B IOJIHOM Mepe oTOnaromaputh Tebs. M g uMelo BBUAY BCE, UTO TOTAA CKa3ana."
"TloxanyicTa, He Hafo. ITO OBIIIO MMPOCTO Be3eHue."

[Tocne aToro Opuca moctapajnack 00bICHUTh CUTYyaluio. Korma oHa 3akoH4una, [[2KaHI0 [OITO
CMOTpeJia Ha Heé CO CMEIIaHHEIMU 3MOIUSIMU.

"BOT OHO Kak, fa? 9To 00bICHSIET BSATYI0 peaKInio Ha BCIO oxBaity. MTak, TH OflHa U3 TEX, KTO
BIIEPEN BCET'O CTABUT YECTHOCTH, a?"

"TIdd, HY He, HM Ha rpaMM. JTOT CIydall ogHa U3 Moux ciabocTeii, Hu4ero Oosnee. 4 X094y, YTOOH
MOU HaBBIKU U [TOCTUKEHUS IIPU3HABAJIM U XBAJIUIM 3a HUX, HO MeHs OeCUT, eCcllid MeHs OyayT 3HaTh
13-3a Be3eHUs WU Yero-To, B UEM s He ydyacTBoBasa. Kak-To Tak."

"Hy pa3Be Torga He BEIXOOUT, YTO Thl YECTHBIM U OTKPHITHIYA 4eJIoBeK?"

"Ila He, 3TO IPOCTO IIOMOTaeT MHe OBICTPee 3aClyKUTh JOBepUe JII0feH, TaK 4To 5 geJlalo 3To, Koraa
HYKHO."

"X00x, TOHATHO. ManeHbKass UHTPUTAaHKa, KYKIOBO, Ta, KTO OEépraeT 3a HUTu?" [I3KaHIo
olleHuBamwIIe cMoTpesa Ha Opucy. " moyeMy Tel 000 BCEM 3TOM MHe pacCKa3biBaelb? Th He
OOUIIILCS, YTO 5 PACKPOIO TBOIO MCTUHHYIO HATypPy WM II0 KpaiHe! Mepe Cce3y ¢ Kpoyka?"



"MHe Heuero npsTaTh, 10 KpaliHEX Mepe OT MOUX Opy3el B oTpsafde. A 4To KacaeTcs Tebs," Opuca
IIIMPOKO YXMBIJIbHYJIACh B CTOPOHY [EBYLIKU. "pa3Be TH yKe He Ha Kplouke? Tak Uiy uHaye, POCTH,
BCE 9TO0 fosi0aHOe BHUMaHUE BrOHSIET MeHs B TOCKY. Y, KcTaTu, IpeKpaTy Ha3blBaTh MEHS
MaJieHbKOH. d Mory OnITh cTapiie Tebs."

"TIdd, s 04YeHb CUIBHO B 3TOM COMHEBAIOCH, I0HAS jedu," Terneps Oblla ouepens KaHOO
paccmesThes. "B mo6oM ciydae, 3Haelllb, Thl CaMa BUHOBATA, YTO Thl MUJIasl MaJleHbKas neBoyka?"

[Tocrne atux cmoB [kKaHAO BCTala U IOIIIa BHYTPh 0co0HsIKa. Bckope Opuca mocenoBaa 3a Hell, u
€€ CHOBa 3aTalllU/IX B IIYMUXY ITpa3THOBAHUS. ITO HU Ha rpaMM He [TIOMOTaJio e€ HaCTPOEHHUIO.

[Tocnenusist hpasa, KoTopyio 6pocuna [xKaHI0, HEOXKKUOAHHO 3armana B MbIciau Opuckl. Yacom
IO3[HEE OHA yCTasIo yIajia Ha CBOI0 KPOBaTh, U BHE3AIHBIMA BOIIPOC 3aCTaBUJI JEBYIIEK, yKe 3[eCh
OT[BIXAIOIINX, B3APOTHYTh:

"Onyku, MapuHa, g1 munag?"
"Ia, a 4T0?" B YHUCOH OTBETUJIU 00€ JEBYIIKH, TPeXKe YeM C YAUBJIEHHEM B3TJIIHYTh IPYT Ha ApyTa.
"XM, mpaBpma? Hukorma Tak o cebe He gymana..."

"TIpaBma? A s mymaja, 4TO THI JJacKaJsla ¥ THCKasa ce0s JeHb ¥ HOYb HAIIPOJIET, 10 KpalHel Mepe B
TIepPBHIM Mecs1l," ¢ coMHeHneM mpobopmoTtana OHYKH.

"Ox, 3Haemb 4T0? MOu Ka Tl Ha XpeH, BOT 4TO."
"Bumuiiib, KaKOU MOTPSICAIOIINY Y HaC HOBBIM nugep?”

"Te-xe-Xe, HU4YETO0 B 9TOM HeIIPaBUJIbLHOTO HeT," MapuHa OBICTPO yCcTpousiack Ha KpoBaTu OpUCH U
THIKHYJIa [IEeBYIIKY B O0K. "ThHI Uero Takas MpadHas, CeCTPEHKa? Xouellb 4Yero-uu0ynb moecTs?"

"OnpenenéHHO HE B HaCTpoeHuw," mpobdopmoTana Opuca ¥ OTBEPHYJIACh, YKPBIB CBOE JIUIIO OfESITIOM.
MapuHa cugena HeKOTOpOoe BpeMsi, HeyIOBIIETBOPEHHO CMOTPS Ha YKPBITHIHA CUITyST OPUCHL.

"BBITh MPAYHOM IIJIOXO [JISI TBOET'0 3I0POBLS, CeCTPEHKA. CKopee MOMPaBIIHCs, UK MHE IPUOETCS
TebsT HaKa3aThb, Te-xe-xe."

IUTITIO TTO3BOJIAJI CBOMM IOJYUHEHHBIM OTOOXHYTh, O0BSBUB CIEOYIOMIUM OHEM, YTO OH OyOeT
BEIXOOHBIM. OpHca MPOCHYyIack B 60Jiee XOpouIeM HAaCTPOEHUH, HO BCKOPE OH yIai Tyha, The 5 OB,
Omaromaps HECKOHYAeMOMY aXkKMOTaXkKy ¥ IIOTOKAM II0XBasibl. EQWHCTBEHHBIM XOPOIIHM MOMEHTOM
o110 TO, uTO IlloaH BCE emé cman, o0eperasi €€ OT HOBHIX Tpa3gHoBaHuM. OHa 3a61Iach B KOMHATY C
YCTPOMCTBOM CBSI3U U 3aKormasa ce0si B 6eCKOHEUHOM ITOTOKe MHGOPMAIIUH.

B Teuenun mHs npunuia OHYKYU U nomnpocuiia Opucy OTIPaBUTh IMYHOE MUChMO. 15 HaHa, KOHEYHO
xke. Y mockonbKy Oprce IPUXOOUIOCH BBOOUTL TEKCT BPYYHYI0, OHA, 0UEBUIHO, UYMTaJIa CONEPKUMOe
0]l CMYIIEHHBIM B3rIsgmoM OHYKH. 3To OBIII0 Tak MuIo, yTo Oprca HU4ero He Morja ¢ co0ou
nofiesiaTh, YTOOH He yIBI0aThCS, HECMOTPS Ha MOCTOSTHHBIE cJTIoBa OHYKHU O TOM, YTOOHI OHA
mpeKpaTuiia oOpalaTh BHUMaHKUe Ha COepPKUMOe MUChMa.

Bo BpeMst 06eieHHOT0 TIepeprIBa II0NK CHOBa aTakoBaimu Opucy. Ham eé romoBoii MOsIBUIOCE
HEeMHOTO0 60Jlee KPyIHOEe TEMHOE M0oXKIeBoe 0071aKo, TaK YTO OHA CHOBA OTCTYNKJIA B KOMHATY
COOOIIeHUH.
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