CrmycTs HEeCKOJIPKO YacOB €€ BeKM Haydajlu TSIXKeJeTh U OHa Haydajla 3eBaTh. [ITMHHEIN 1 OoraThli Ha
COOBITHS IEeHb HAaKOHEeI] cyMell u3MoTaTh OpHUCy, HO et OBIJIO He M0 CHA ellé KaK MUHHMYM [IBa 4aca,
TaK Kak e€ CTaHius yxke psagoM. OHa MogHSIach ¥ Hadyalla pa3MUHKY He BBIITYCKas KPHUCTAJ U3 PYK.
9TO IIOMOTJIO €l HEMHOT'0 IIPOCHYTHCS, TaK 4T0 Opuca BEPHYIACh K UTEHUIO.

Ha camowm pene kHura OblIa eIlé OMHUM yIpaxkHeHueM s He€. OHa UCII0Ib30Baia CBOM BTOPOK
coit MaHbI, 4TOOHI CenaTh KOPOTEHBKYIO, eiBa BUOUMYIO PYKYy, KOTOpas AepxKaja KHUTY U
IlepeBOpayYMBalia CTPaHUIIbl. BMecTe ¢ KpuCTanioM y Hee€ ObI0 HOBOE YIIpaXkKHEeHUeE 110
KOHILIEHTPAIMH, BKYIle C yIIpaXKHeHUEeM 110 3armacy MaHHI.

VHudbopmaliys, KOTOPYIO OHa II0JTy4uia U3 KHUTH, Obljia IOBOJILHO pa3odapoBuiBaloieii. C ogHOM
CTOPOHBI MUP 00afgas JOBOIbHO MPOABUHYTHIMU TEXHOJIOTUSMU Bpode TU(TOB, MOTOLUKIIOB,
TI0JTyaBTOMOTHYECKHUX MYIIEeK ¥ BCEr0 MMPOYEero; 3To BCE padoTano 0T MaHHBI UCIIOIb3YIOIIEeTo UiTh
3apsKeHHOTo KpucTasna. C Opyro ke CTOPOHHI OHU OBIIN TOBOJIBHO PEOKY M3-3a CBOEH BEICOKOM
IIeHBI, YTO OBITI0 6ECCMEBICIEHHO PACCYUTHIBATh HA HUX B €2KEMHEBHOM XKM3HU U UX KBecTe. Mx
IIPOU3BOMACTBO OBITIO IOPOTUM M3-3a MaTEPUAJIOB, KOTOPHLIE MOJIXKHHI ObIIM BEIIEPKUBATh IIOCTOSTHHBIE
0TOKM MaHEI, 1 00CTyKMBaHMe Ka3anoch Tak ke goporuM. OgHako ke Opuca mpopoixKana YuTaTh,
yeprnasi MaJleHbKHNE UIENKHU TO TYT, TO TaM; II0Ka YTO OT 9TOT0 OBIJI0 MaJjio IOJIh3kl, HO OHA MOTJIa
BEPHYTHCS IO3[HEE, B CBOE BPEMSI.

IIByMs yacaMu ITO3[IHee OHa IIIa 110 CMYTHO 3HAKOMOM yuile ¥ IPUOLIIa B TOCTUHHILY, T'Tle OHA
OYHYJIaCh MOCTIE UX CTHIYKY C BOJIKOM B Hayasie eé myTemrecTBus. KoMHaTa, KOTOPYIO OHA MOIy4YHUIa
OblTa IOUTH TaKO# Xke, KaK Ta, B KOTOPOM OHa OYHYJIACh B TOT JIeHb, ¥ €€ pa3yM 3alloJTHUIA
BocrioMuHaHus. OHa IPUIIOMHUIA, KaK OHM CHiejla B KOMHAaTe BMeCTe ¢ PUTOM, OTKPEIBask CBOU OYIIN
OpPYT OpYyTy. BHyTpH pacmpoCcTpaHUIIOCH TEIIOE U HETIOHSITHOE YyBCTBO.

[TepBas mMoI0BUHA CIIeAyIOLIETo [HS mpoiyia y OpUCH 3a X0XKAEHHUEM II0 yIUIaM U U3y4eHUeM 3TOTr0
MUpa, Hy UM 110 KpaiHel Mepe 3Toro ropopka. OH OBUT ropa3go MeHbIe, YeM TOT, YTO BO3JIe eé
TPEHUPOBOYHOTO JIaTepsi; eCId YeCTHO, 3TO CKOpee epeBHs, Hexesnu ropona. OCHOBHAS 4acCTh
AKTHBHOCTH ITPOMCXOMKIIa Ha OCHOBHOM yJIHIle, HA KOTOPO# OBIJTI0 HECKOJILKO Pa3BUIIOK, HA KOTOPBIX
He OBII0O HUYEero, KpoMe KUJIBIX 3TaHuH,

Bornblyio 4yacTs BpeMeHU [0 nonygHs, Opuca noTpaTuia BHYTPYA Mara3uHOB U OKOJIO ITa/laTok,
n3y4as [IeHHl ¥ TyCKas CJIIOHY Ha KHUTYU. KHUXKHBIYM Mara3vH IOABEPT €€ CUIy BOIM KpalHel Mepe
VCIIBEITAHUS, IIPEICTaBUB BHYTPU ce0s1 MHOXKECTBO KHUT 110 Pa3yMHLIM IleHaM. TeM He MeHee, U e€
¢buHaHCH, 1 6arax ObUT OTpaHUYEHE!, TaK 4To Opuce IPHUIIIOCh OTPAHUYUTE ce0s1 KapTou
KOHTHHEHTa U KHUTol. MeHHO, 3T0 OblJla Ta camMas KHUra. EMMHCTBEHHAs ¥ HEIIOBTOpPUMas; OHa
Kymuia oberanHoe u kenaHHoe ®aHTactuyeckue Bonmubl u I'me C Humu Bopotbes. [Ipyrum
npuoOpeTeHNeM CTald MPOCTeIIne KapMaHHbIe Yackl 1719 Heé U €€ TOBapuIlel.

Oxkojo monynus Opuca pelnuia 3aKOHYUTh C 9TUM U BHIIBUHYTHCS B CTOPOHY Kameps! [Tpubritus. 1
CHOBa ITOMHSAJICA BOIIPOC TPAHCIIOPTA, TaK YTO OHA IIOIIa, YTOOH 110 HagoeJaTh CTpaxkHUKaM, Ha
3TOT pa3 Oymy4uu HEMHOT'0 Ha CTOPOXKeE, C YUETOM €€ IIPOIIJIOrO OIIBITA.

"TIpuBETCTBYI0, TOBAPUIIY CTPaKHUKHU, MOKETE MHE HEMHOI'0 IIOMOYb?"

"MoKHO yBULETH Ballly KapTy?" B3TJITHYB Ha CBOET0 TapTHEPA, CIIPOCHUTI IIePBEIM CTpaxXHUK. Opuca
3TOT0 OXKUAAa ¥ Cpa3y ke Jana UM e€. "deMm MoxKeM BaM IOMOYb?"

"1 HampaBmsA0Cch B cTOpoHYy KaMeps! TIpubbiTHsi, YTOOR BCTPETUTHCS C MOAPYTOM, HO Ha CaMOM fejie
s He 3Hal0 KaKUX-IM00 PacIpoCTpaHEHHEIX CIIOCOOO0B IepeBUXKeHUs. MoxkeTe II0COBETOBATL MHE
YTO-TO OTHOCHUTEJIFHO OBICTPOE U HeméBoe?"



"Tlepen 9TUM, Y BaC Ha CaMOM JieJie eCTh pa3pelieHne Ha BXOA?" 3afall BOIPOC TOT JKe CaMbli
MYXXUYKMHA CO CJIeTKa YIUBIEHHEIM T'OJIOCOM.

"Pazpemenne? Yto? 3avyeM..." E€ HaCTpoeHNEe MUTOM yIIalo, KOT[la [0 Heé [OII0 3HaYeHue ero
CJIOB.

"balrHsg 3aKphiTa, €CJIU TOJIBKO BAC He TOAMUIIYT. Bac CTOMUIO MOMIPOCUTE CBOIO OAPYTY HOCTaTh A1l
BacC paspelnenue," 0o6aBui1 oH cO00IE3HYIOUIUM TOHOM.

"4 xoTena coenaTh cropnpu3 Ajsg Putkel..." Oprca yHBIIO OIIyCTHIIa TONOBY.

"Pute? Bl uMeeTe BBUAY Puty CtpoHOd?"

"Hy ma... A 9To?"

CTpaXHUKH [0JIT0 CMOTPENHU APYT Ha OpYyTa, IpeXkae 4YeM He 3ar0BOPHUJI BTOPOM My KUHMHa:

"Hamma cMeHa 3aKaHYMBaAETCA Yepes OBaflaTh MUHYT. MBI MOXKEM IOOBECTHU BacC, €CJIU BBl HE IIPOTUB
IIOJI0XKOaTh, TPexkKe YeM MBI BCE nmoaTBepauM y Mucc CtpoHod."

"¢l abcomoTHO He MPOTHUB, criacu6o Bam!" CosHIE 3acCHUsI0 SpUe C TeM, KakK I'Py3 ymaj C e€ cepala.

Yacom no3pHee oHM npubnuxkanmuch K bamHe, korga Opuca yBugesna 3HaKOMYIO TPOUITY Ha
ropu3oHTe. Korga oHM 3aMeJIUIUCh, YTOOHI II030POBAThCS, €€ 3aMeT1 KanuTaH:

"Pa3Be 310 He Halla KpoBaBas ['epouns? [Ipusert, meBouka. Kak TBou gena?"

"KamuTaH, c3p, Bbl 3HaAETE 3Ty AEBYIIKY?" 3aroBOPUI CTPAXKHUK, C KOTOPBEIM OHA [ejuiia JIoamb.
"KoHeuHo Xke, 4€PT mobepu, s e€ 3Hat0. ['oBopio Tebe, [TnuM, oHa oTIUYHOE OUTS!"

"Kak mymaeTe, Mbl MOXKEM ITyCTUTh €€ BHYTPb 0€3 pa3pemieHus?"

"E1é Kak MoXkeTe, 107l MOI0 OTBETCTBeHHOCTh." OH CHOBa B3TJIgHYJ Ha Opucy. "B roctu K Pure?"

"Ia, cap. U cmacubo BaM 3a Balllu epyaTky. d KaXObli feHb MU 10Ib3yioch." OHa mobimarogapuia
€ro, CKpOMHO CKJIOHUB T'0JIOBY.

"Ila 9TO MyCTSKH, OeBouyKa. Hy, ellé morosopuM," ckasaj OH, IpeXke YeM IIOTHaTh CBOIO JIOIIaab
BIIEPE.

OHa x0TeJjia MONPUBETCTBOBATh APYTUX YJIEHOB 3TOM TPOHUIIB, OMHAKO OHU OBICTPO MOCIEN0BaH 3a
cBouM KanuTaHOM, TUIIb KUBHYB € B TPUBETCTBUHU.

Opuca npoxkparna elé gBa daca, IpexXe YeM IBePh TOCTeBOM KOMHATHI, KOTOPYIO OHa 3aHsIa,
PacKphiyiach, ¥ B IBEPHOM IIPOEME He MOSBUIACh yKe 3HaKoMas phixkas purypa.

"Opuca?!" BocKnukHyIa XXKeHIIHA.

YcnbimaB 3TOT ronoc, cepaie OpUCH CXKaloCh OT BCEX MOSBUBINUXCS YYBCTB, M OHA pBaHya K Pure,
YTOOBI KPETIKO €€ OOHSTh.

OHM TIOTePSINIKCH B IPOCTPAHCTBE ¥ BpeMEHU BO BpeMSI CeplieyHoro BoccoenrHeHus. O0e neByIKu
CTapauch He IJlakKaTh, HO MIPOUTPay 3Ty Oe3HaIEKHYI0 OUTBY ¥ OTHAIUCH IMOLIKSIM.



B cBoeii mpounioi xku3Hu Oprca He ObIJIa 9MOIMOHAIBHOM, ¥ OHA [aXkKe HEeCKOJIKO pa3 Pa3MBILIIsiia
B 3TOM MHUpe Haj 9TUM BorpocoM. OHa MOTJa JIUIIb rafilaTh, IOYeMY TakK, HO BO3MOXKHO 3TO
OTHOCHJIOCH KaK K €€ HOBOMY KEHCKOMY TeJy, TakK U K 60jiee 10HOMY BO3pacCTy, KOTOPOMY TakK ke
II0JI02KEHO OBITH 00JIee SMOLMOHAIBHEIM.

Ho ona He 6blta mpoTuB. C KaXKAo¥ MPOIIelel CeKyHIO! 0 e€ Tely PaclpoCTPaHSIOCh BCE
6onbiie Temnaa. O6bsaTue PUTH OBIIO MATKUM ¥ HEXKHBIM; OHA M3JTydasa 3ab0T/IMBYI0 MaTEPHUHCKYIO
aypy, ¥ Ha ynusieHue OpUCH faxe maxjia HOCTaTbIUYeCKH.

"Ox, goporas," y Putsl He OBIIIO CJIOB, TIOKA OHA IOTJIaXkuBaja CuHy OpPUCHL.
"3Halo0, 5 ToxKe 110 Tebe cKy4asna," CKa3ajia OHa, CJIerKa PaCCMESBIIKCE.

OHM TIPOBEeJNHM TaK eIlé HeCKOIbKO CEKYHY, TpexXe YeM IepelTH U CeCTh Ha AuBaH. YIrOKa PUTH
Oblia TakoM TEMIOM U 3a00TMHBOM, yTo OpHCca YyTh CHOBA He moTepsiyia ce6si. YToOb CIIPaBUTHCS C
ellé OTHOM BOJTHOM CJIE3 PafiOCTH, OHa Kpelue cxkKaja PyKy PUTHL.

"MHe 0 MHOTOM HYXKHO TeOe paccKa3aTb, HO 3TO MOXKET II0J0XKAaTh," CKa3ana OHa, COOpaBIIUCh C
MBICJISIMHU. Y CJIBIIIIAB 3TO, BHIPAXKEHUE JiHila PUTH CTalo CEPbE3HBIM, KOTIa OHA CIIPOCHUIIa
00€CIIOKOEHHBIM TOHOM:

"C T00OM CITy4HIOCh YTO-TO I1JI0X0€E?"

"3mech Oe30macHO TOBOPUTR?" cripocuiia B 0TBeT Opuca, MPOUTHOPHUPOBAB BOIIPOC PUTHL.
"Be3onacHee HeKyaa. YTo ciiy4unocs, goporas?"

"V MeHs eCTb BOIIPOC, Ha KOTOPHIM Tebe HY>KHO YeCTHO OTBETUTh, He pa3myMbiBas. [Toobelait Mue."

"KoHeuHO Xke s Bcerga yecTHa ¢ To0oi! Opuca, uto nmpoucxomut? Kak s Mory tebe momous?" ['oyoc
Puth GBI7T CMechbio 6eCIIOKOMCTBA U 000ApEeHUs.

"Tel 3HaJa, YTO BpeMS MeXKAy BOJIHAMU [IOCTOSHHO YMeHbIIaeTcsa?"
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