CaHTBSTO penini IIoaoKaaTh, IIOKa COJIHIE CIIYCTUTCA IIOHKWXKE, U TOI'Ja V2K THATh OBEIl Ha BHIIIAC.
‘-Iepes TPHU OHA OH BCTPETUTCA C OOYKOM CYKOHIIIXKa.

A TIOKa OH B3SIJICS 3a HOBYI0 KHUIKKY, KOTOPYIO BEIMEHSIJT Y MECTHOTO CBSIIIIeHHWKA. KHura Onina
TOJICTAs, ¥ Ha IIePBOY JKe CTPAHUIIE ONMKUCHIBAINCH YbK-TO IOXOPOHHI, ¥ BHOOABOK UMEHa y repoeB
OBLIM TaKue, YTO SI3BIK clioMaellb. «Ecnu 51 Korga-Hubyab COYMHIO KHUTY, — IOAyMaJl I0HOIIa, — V
MeHS Ha KaXX[0i cTpaHulle OyeT HOBLIM repoi, YTOOb YUTaTeNlsIM He Hafo OBIJI0 3alIOMUHATh, KOTO
KaK 30ByT».

TonbKo yriayOuicst OH B YTeHUE U YBIIEKCS OMKMCAaHUEM TOT0, KaK ITOKOMHUKA 3aphIBaJId B CHET —
CaHTBSTO caMoro 03HOO poOpas, XOTh COMHIIE U KTJI0 HelllafHO, — Kak II0fiCes K HeMY
HEU3BECTHHIN CTAPUK U 3aTesyI Pa3roBop.

— YTO 3TO OHM TaM [IeNTal0T? — OCBEIOMHUJICS OH, YKa3hiBas Ha JIIOHEY Ha IJIOIaIH.
— PaboTaioT, — Ccyx0 OTBeuas I0HOIIA, Aejlasi BUM, YTO IOT'PYKEH B YTEHHUE.

Ha camoMm Xke ferie OH oyMall O TOM, KaK OCTPUKET YETHIPEX OBEUYEK Mepel JOYKOM CYKOHIIMNKA, |
OHa YBU[HWT, Ha 4TO OH crioco0eH. CaHThSTO YacTO PrcoBaj cebe 3Ty CIieHy U KaXKOLK pa3 MBICTIEHHO
00BSICHSIT U3YMJIEHHOU [EBUIlE, YTO OBEIl HA[IJIEKUT CTPUYBb OT XBOCTA K rojioBe. Emé oH mepebuparn
B IIAMSITH Pa3HbIe 3aHSITHLIE HCTOPUY, KOTOPHIME PA3BIEUYET €€ BO BpeMst CTPUKKHU. MicTopun 9TH OH
BBIYMTAJ B KHUTAX, HO COOMPAJICS CKa3aTh, YTO OHU ITPOMCXOOUIN C HUM Ha caMoM feje. Bo mxku ero
OHAa He YJIMYUT HUKOTHA, IOTOMY 4YTO YUTATh HE YMeeT.

CrapuK OJHAKO OKa3ajCs HaCTHIPHBIM. OH CKa3aJsl, YTO YTOMHUJICS U X04YeT ITUTh, ¥ TIOMPOCHUII TJIOTOK
BrHA. CaHTBHAIT0, HafiesICh OTHENAThCS, MPOTSIHYJI €My CBOIO (PIISIKKY.

He TyT-TO OBINIO — CTApUK XKejajn 6ecemoBaTh. Temephb OH CIIpAIIMBaJj, YTO 3a KHUTY YATAET I0HOIIA.
CaHTBATO yKe qyMasl IOCTYIUTh HEYUTHUBO U IIPOCTO IIEPECECTh Ha APYTYI0 CKaMeUKy, HO OTel]
BCETMla Y4Yul ero ObITh BeXKJIMBHIM CO cTapmuMu. OH MOT4a IIPOTSHYJ KHUTY COCeNy U CcOenal Tak 110
[IBYM IIpUYKMHAM. Bo-TIepBEIX, OH caM He 3Hall, KaK IIPaBUJIbHO MPOM3HOCUTCS €€ Ha3BaHUE. A BO-
BTOPBIX, €CJTA CTAPUK HETPAMOTHBIN, OH CaM OTCSET OT HEro, YTOOhl He YyBCTBOBAThL CeOst
YHUXKEHHBIM.

— I'M... — cKasas CTapuK, OTTISIEeB €€ CO BCeX CTOPOH, CJIOBHO B TIEPBHIHA pa3 BUAET KHUTY. —
Xopoirast KHATA, 0 BaXKHEIX BellaX, TOJIBKO YK O0JIBHO CKyYHas.

CaHTBATO YAUBUIICS: CTAPUK, OKA3HEIBAETCS, HE TOJILKO YMeJl YUTaTh, HO JaKe ¥ 3Ty KHUTY MTPOYE.
YTo XK, ecnu OHa U BIPaBAYy CKy4YHas, OH ellé ycreeT 0OMEHSTh e€ Ha IPYIYIo.

— OHa 0 TOM, 0 YéM HaNKMCaHH IIOYTH BCe KHUTH, — MPOIOJIKAI CTapuK. — O TOM, YTO YeJIOBEK He B
CHJIax caM BHIOpATh CBOIO Ccymb0y. OHa cTapaeTcs, YTOOH BCe MMOBEPUIIM B BETUYANIIYIO0 Ha CBETE
TIOXKB.

X Xk Xk
— A 4TO0 9TO 3a Benuyauinas Ha CBeTe J10Kb? — yauBUICI CaHTBATO.

— 3BYYMT OHA TaK: B KAKOH-TO MUT HALIETO OBITHS MBI TEPSEM KOHTDPOJIb Hal CBOEH XKU3HBIO, U €10
HauMHAeT YIPaBIATh cynb0a. Huuero Gosee JIXKUBOTO HET.

— Co MHOH BC€ OBINIO He Tak, — cKalay CaHThsATO. — MeHS XOTeJIu CHeNnaTh CBAIIEHHUKOM, a 5 VIIEN
B ITACTYXH.



— Tak OHO ny4Ille, — COTJIACUJICS CTapUK. — THI Bellb JIFOOUIIbL CTPAHCTBOBAT.
«OH 6yATO IPOYENT MOY MBICIM», — IIOAyMaJl I0HOIIa.

A cTapuk TeM BpeMeHeM JIUCTAJI TOJICTYI0 KHUTY U Bpofe Ovl Jaxke He cOOMpasiCcs BO3BPAIlaTh e€.
Tonbko certuac CaHTBATO 3aMeTHJI, UTO OH OfET B apabcKuii OypHYC — BIPOUYEM, HUYETro 0COOEHHOTO
B 9TOM He Ov110: Tapudy oT apprKaHCKOro mobepexkbs OTHEsIT UL Y3KUH ITPOJIUB, KOTOPBIN
MO2KHO OBIJIO TTepeceyb 3a HECKOJIBKO YacoB. Apalrl 4aCTo MOSBIISIIUCH B TOPOIKE — YTO-TO
TIOKYTIaJId ¥ HECKOJIbKO pa3 B IeHb TBOPUJIU CBOM CTPAHHBIE MOJIUTBHL.

— Brl oTKyna OyneTe? — CIIPOCUII OH CTapHKa.
— OroBcromy.

— Tax He ObIBaeT, — BO3pa3ui I0HOIIa. — HUKTO He MOXKeT OBITh OTOBCIOAY. {1 BOT, HAIpuMep,
IIacTyx, 6poXKy 110 BCEMY CBETY, HO POLOM-TO 51 U3 OIHOTO MeCTa, U3 TOPOJKa, PAIOM C KOTOPHIM
CTOUT CTAPUHHBIYA 3aMOK. TaM g POOUIICA.

— Hy, B TakoM ciy4ae s poguics B Canume.

CanTparo He 3HaJ, rae 310 — CanuM, HO CIIpPalIMBaTh He CTasl, YTOOH He MTO30PUTHCS, 00HAPYXKUBAs
cBO€ HeBexkecCTBO. OH yCTaBUJICS Ha IJIOIIAMAb, 10 KOTOPOU C 03a004YeHHBIM BHIOM CHOBAJH
IIPOX0XKUE.

— Hy, u kak tam, B Canume?
— Kak Bcerpa, Tak u ceiyac.

YXBaTuThCS OBIIIO HE 3a YTO. SICHO OBIIO TOJIBKO, 9YTO I'OpoAa 3TOT HE B AHI[aJ'Iy'CI/II/I, HHa4ye OH OBl ero
3Hall.

— A 4eMm BBl TaM 3aHUMaeETECH?
— Yem 3aHMMAaKOCh? — CTApPUK PACKaTUCTO pacxoxoTancsd. — f um mpasimio. 4 — 1aps Canuma.

«Kaxkyto gyirs #HOTOa HeCyT JIIoOu, — IogyMal IoHoma. — [IpaBo, aydlile yx&K o0IIaThCs C
0ecCI0BeCHBLIMY OBLIAMH, KOTOPHIM OBl TOJIBKO €CTh [la IUTh. MIM KHUTH YUTATh — OHHU
PaccKa3bIBalOT HEBEPOSITHbIE UCTOPUY ¥ KMEHHO TOTa, KOTHA X04YeTCs CIIyIIaTh. A BOT C JIIOAbMHU
XyXkKe: OHU OPSKHYT YTO-HUOYIb, a TH CUAMIND, HE 3Has, YTO Ha 9TO CKa3aTh, KaK IPOIOJIKUTh
Pa3roBoOp».

— 30ByT MeHsT Menxucenek, — MPOMOJIBUII CTapuK. — CKOIBKO ¥ Tebs oBelr?
— IoctaToyHo, — 0TBeTH CAHTBATO: CTAPUK XOTEJI 3HATh CIIMIIKOM MHOT'0 O €r0 XKU3HH.
— Ax, BoT Kak? 4 He MOTy moMoub Tebe, pa3 THl CYUTAEIIb, YTO OBEll y TeOs JOCTAaTOYHO.

KOHomta paccepauicst Bcepb€3. OH He IPOCUTT O TIOMOIIH. ITO CTAPUK IIOIPOCHUTI CHaYasla BUHA,
IIOTOM KHUTY, a IIOTOM — Pa3roBopa.

— KHUXKKY BepHUTE, — CKa3all 0H. — MHe 1opa TporaTsCs B IIyTh.

— [aimp MHe [ecsSTyIo YacTh CBOEM OTaphl — Hayuy, Kak Tebe 106paThCs 0 COKPOBMUILL.



X X x

CaHThATO CHOBa MIPUIIOMHUII CBOM COH, ¥ BCE €My BIPYT CTano AcHO. CTapyxa LbraHKa HUYETO C
Hero He B354, @ CTapUK — MOXKET, 3TO €€ MyXK? — BEIMQHUT y Hero B 00MeH Ha (haibIInBLe
CBefleHus ropaszno Oonblle geHer. HaBepHO, OH TOXe LBITaH.

Ho mpexpe yem CaHTBITO yCIIeN MPOU3HECTH XOTh CJI0BO, CTAPHK IOHN00pasl BETOUYKY ¥ MIPUHSIICS
YTO-TO YEPTUTh Ha mecKe. Korma OH HAKJTOHUIICS, Y HETO Ha TPYOH YTO-TO OCJIEIUTENbHO 3abI1ecTero.
OmHaKo He II0 ToflaM MPOBOPHEIM [IBMXKEHHEM OH 3allaXHYJI CBOE ofestHue, u 61eck morac. FOHorra
CMOT ToTHa pa3o6paTh, YTO HAMKCAHO Ha MecKe.

Ha mecke, moKphIBaBIIIEM T'JIaBHYIO IJIOIAAb MaJIeHbKOI'0 IOPOMIKa, OH ITPOYEN UMEeHa OTIla ¥ MaTepH
Y UCTOPHIO BCEM CBOEM XKU3HU BILJIOTh [0 3TOM CAMOM MHUHYTH — IIPOYETT CBOU JIETCKUE UTPH U
XOJIO[IHBEIE ceMUHapcKkue Houu. OH MPOYEN UMS OOUYKM JTaBOYHMKA, KOTOPOro He 3Han. OH IPOYEN To,
Yyero HUKOTa HUKOMY He pacCKa3bIBall: KaK OgHaX[Ihl B3s/1 6€3 CIIPOCY OTIIOBCKOE PYKbE, YUTOOBI
TIOOXOTUTHCS Ha OJIeHeH, KaK B MePBLIA ¥ eIMHCTBEHHBIN Pa3 B XKU3HU IEePeCcHall C XKeHITHHOMH.
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«f] — naps Canuma», — BCIIOMHUIIOCH EMY.

— ITouemy 1aps pa3roBapuBaeT C MACTYXOM? — CMVIIEHHO U U3YMIIEHHO CIIpOoCcull CaHThSITO.
— [IpuyuH TOMY HECKOJIbKO, HO caMasl TJlaBHas Ta, YTO TH Crioco0eH crienoBaTh CBoelt CTe3€l.
Yo 9TO 3a CTe3s, I0HOIIA He 3Hal.

— 310 TO, YTO Tebe BCcerga X0Teyoch caeaTh. KaXabii YeloBeK, BCTyIas B IOPY IOHOCTH, 3HAET,
KaKoBa ero Cte3s. B 9Tu rofbl BCE SICHO, BCE BO3MOXKHO, BCE IIOf CUITY, ¥ JIIOOX He 00SITCS Me4dTaTh O
TOM, 4TO OBl OHM XOTEeJIM CHeJIaTh B XKU3HU. HO TOTOM IMPOXOOUT BpeMsi, U KaKKie-TO TAUHCTBEHHbIe
CHUJIIbI, BMEIIMBASICh, CTAPAIOTCS I0Ka3aTh, YTO ciefoBaTh CBoel CTe3€i HEBO3MOKHO.

CaHTBATO HE 0YEHB-TO TPOHYJIX CJIOBa CTApPHKa, HO «TAMHCTBEHHOM CHJIOK» OH 3aMHTEepPeCcOBaJICA —
JOYKa JIaBOYHHUKA PA3WHET POT, KOT'HAd YCJIBIIIUT IIPO TdKOE.

— CuJbl 9TH JTHIIL Ha MTEPBBIN B3I KAaXKyTCS MaryOHBEIMY, a Ha [iejie OHM y4aT Tebsi, KaK HauTH
Csoro Cte3r0. OHM YKPEIISIOT TBOW OYX U 3aKaJSIOT BOJI0, 100 B MUpe HAIlleM eCTh OOHA BeIuKas
WCTHHA: KeM OBl THI HU OBIJI, 4ero OBl HU XOTeJI, HO eCJIU Yero-HuOYyOb CUIBHO X0Yelllb, TO
HEIIPEMEHHO IOJTy4YHIIh, ©00 3TO JXKeJaHue POOUIOCH B mymie BeeneHHoi. ITO TBOE MpeNHa3HAYEHHE
Ha 3eMiie.

— Iaxe ecnu g X04y BCET0-HaBCero 6p0,'E[I/IT];> I10 CBETY UK XKEHUTHCA Ha JOYKE JIaBOYHHKA?

— Wnu oTeicKaTh Kiaf. [yiia Mupa nutaeTcs c4acTheM 4yesioBeueCKuM. CyacTbeM, HO TaKXkKe U
TOPEeM, 3aBHUCTHIO, PEBHOCTHIO. Y YeJIOBeKa OfHA-eJUHCTBEHHAS 00513aHHOCTh: IPOUTHU OO0 KOHIIA
CBoeti CTe3€n. B Helt — BcE. M mOMHHU, 4TO KOTZla Thl 4ero-HUOYyOb X0Uellb, Bcsl BcenenHas Oynet
CIIocoO6CTBOBAThH TOMY, UTOORI KeJTaHHe TBOE COBLIOCH.
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HekoTopoe BpeMsi OHM MoJida TJISIAeNy Ha IJIOIaAb U Ha TPOX0XKUX. [IepBbIM HapYLIUI MoJTYaHue
CTapHK:



— Tak moyeMy 2Ke THI PEIIHI TaCTH OBell?
— [ToToMy uTO 06710 OPOAUTE IO CBETY.

CrapuK yKa3asl Ha TOPTOBIla BO3AYLIHON KYKypPy30H, IPUCTPOUBIIET0CS CO CBOEX KPAaCHOU TeleXKKOu
B YTJIy TIJIOIIAMH.

— B pmeTcTBe OH TOXKe MeyTasl 0 CTpaHCTBUAX. OOHAKO IIOTOM IIPEAIIOYEN TOProBaTh KYKYpy30H,
KOIIUTH [la OTKJIQ[bIBaTh AeHbI'U. II0TOM, KOT[Ia OH COCTAapUTCs, TPOBenET MecsIl B Appuke. Emy He
MAHO TOHSTh, YTO V YeJI0BEKa BCerma eCTh BCE, YTOOBI OCYIIECTBUTL CBO) MEUTY.

— Jlyuure Obl OH IOIIEN B TaCTyXu, — CKa3an CaHTBATO.

— Ou nogyMebiBas 00 3ToM. Ho TOTOM pelu, 9To JTydille 3aHIThCS TOPTOBJIE. Y TOPTOBLEB €CTh
KpHIIIa Haf] TOJI0BOM, a MacTyXyd HOUYIOT B YUCTOM I0jie. M pomuTenu mpearnoyuTanT 6paTh B 39Ths
TOPTOBIIEB, @ HE MACTYXOB.

CaHThST0, IOAYMaB O OOYKe CYKOHIIMKA, OLIYTUJI VKON B cepAlie. HaBepHsKa 1 B TOM TOPOOKeE, T
OHa XUBET, KTO-TO OPOAUT C KPACHOM TEJIeXKKOH.

— BoT u mony4daeTcs, YTO MHEHUS JIOAEN 0 IMacTyXaX ¥ TOPTOBIaX KyKyPy30M OKa3hIBAIOTCS BaXKHEH,
yeMm CBos Cte3sd.

CTapI/IK IIOJIMCTAJI KHUTY B BOPYT 3a4UTAJICA. CaHTBATO0 MOJOXKAaI-II0N0XK Iall, a IOTOM penimn
OTBJIEYb €r0, KaK TOT ero OTBIIEK:

— A mo4eMy BH CO MHOU roBOopuTe 00 3TOM?
— [ToroMy uTO TH IBITANCA CTYyIUTHL Ha CBoI0 CTe310. Ho ceiiyac roToB 0TKa3aThCs OT HEE.
— U BHI Bcerfia NOsABNIIETECh B TaKyI0 MAHYTY?

— Bcerpa. XoTh MOTY IIpeficTaBaTh ¥ B APyroM o6muybe. f crioco0eH MPUXOOUTh, KaK IIPUXOOUT B
TOJIOBY ylayHasi MBICI/Ib UJIA BEpPHOe pellleHue. BrIBaeT, UTO B IIePeIOMHbIM MOMEHT 5 II0ACKa3bIBalo
BBIXO M3 3aTPYIHUTEIBHOTO MMOJI0XKeHus. Bcero He ynmoMuuis. Ho 0OBIYHO JIIOOM MOETO MOSIBIIEHUS
He 3aMeyYalorT.

Y cTapuk pacckasaj, 4YTO Ha IIPOLIJION Hefejle eMy IIPUIIOCH OSIBUTHCS Ilepel OOHUM CcTapaTesieM B
o0pa3ze kaMHs. Korga-To 3TOT 4esoBeK BCE OPOCUI U OTIPaBUIICS OOORBATh U3YMPYOHL. [ISTh €T
TPYOuUiCs oH Ha Gepery peku u packonon 9 999 999 kamHel B MOUCKaxX XOTsS ObI OOHOTO
OparoneHHoro. M TyT oT4asiics ¥ pelna 0TKa3aThCsA OT CBOEM MEUTH], a Beb €My OCTaBaJICS OOUH —
Bcero-HaBcero O[JMMTH KAMEHD — u oH oThICcKas Ovl CBOM u3yMpyf. Torfga cTapuK permi BMeIIaTbCs
Y IPUUTH Ha IIOMOIIb CTapaTesIio, KOTOPHIH Tak yrmopHo mmen CBoelt Cte3€l. OH 06epHYJICS KaMHEM,
TIOOKATHUIICS €My TIOf HOTH, HO CTapaTeslb, PA303JIEHHBIA U OTYASBLINICS OT MSATH JIET OECIIIIOMHBIX
YCUNIUY, TTHYJT KaMeHb ¥ OTIIBLIPHYJI €T0 OT ce0si. OgHAKO BJIOXKWII B yap TaKyio CUIY, YTO KaMeHb,
OTJIETEB, CTYKHYJICS O OPYTOU, PACKOJIOJ €ro, ¥ Ha COJIHIIE 3aCBepKaJl IPeKpPacCHEUIINY B MUPe
U3yMPYH.

— JItomu o4eHb OBICTPO Y3HAIOT, B YEM CMBICH UX XKHU3HU, — CKa3aJjl CTapuk, ¥ CaHThATO 3aMeTU B
€ero riia3ax mevajab. — MoXeT ObITH, I03TOMY OHU TakK 3Ke OBICTPO X OTKA3BIBAIOTCS OT Hero. Tak yx
YCTPOEH MHUD.

TYT IOHOIIIAa BCIIOMHMIJI, 9YTO PA3rOBOP Y HUX HA4YaJICA C KJla[da.



— COKpOBHIIa BEIHOCSTCS Ha IIOBEPXHOCTh 3€MJIA PYUYbSIMU ¥ PEKaMM, OHM XK€ U XOPOHSIT UX B
HefIpax 3eMJIM, — CKa3aJl CTapuK. — A eCJi X04elllb Y3HaTh 00 3TOM Kjlafie IOIOAPOoOHeH — oThau
MHEe KaX[IyI0 IeCSITYIO OBIy B TBOEM CTafe.

— A MOXeT, myylle fecsTyI0 YaCTh COKPOBUII?

— Ecnu mocynuius To, 4eM He 00J1afaells, MOTePsIelIb Kelanue 00/1agaTh, — pa309apoBaHHO CKa3all
CTapUK.

Torga CaHTBATO CKa3al, 4To OECATYIO 94aCTh CBOETO CTadd OH yXKe o0ellian IIbITAHKE.

— llpiraHe — JIO[M CMBIIIIEHBIE, — B3[OXHYJI CTapuK. — Ho Tak unu nHave Tebe MOJIE3HO Y3HATE,
YTO BCE Ha CBETE UMEET CBOIO IIeHYy. IMEHHO 9TOMY IIBITAIOTCA YUuTh Bounksl CBETa, — OH IMPOTSHYII
CaHTBATO KHUTY. — 3aBTpa B 3TO XK€ CaMO€e BpPeMs Thl IPUTOHUIIIL MHE JEeCATYI0 4aCTh CBOEro CTafa.
A s pacckaxy Tebe, KaK HaliT# COKpOBUIIA. [J0 CBUIAHbS.

Y oH ucues 3a yriom.
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