B ToT MoMeHT, Korga Ca¥ ¥ OCTaIbHBIE JOCTHUIIM POCKOIIHOM MOA3eMHOM 6a3kl, 0671aK0 MOIITHOTO
MaBJIEHUST OKYTAJIO OOJIBINYI0 30I0TYI0 KOMHATY. ITO 3aCTABUIIO faXKe OXPAaHHUKOB, OXPAHSIBIINX
CTapuKa, CUASIIEr0 Ha 30JI0TOM CTyJle, MTHOBEHHO 3aMep3HYTh. U Bce 3T0 u3-3a ayphl Cas,
npoO0yzKIaBIlled X eCTECTBEHHbIM NHCTUHKT CAaMOCOXPaHeHu .

CTapI/IK, IIOCMOTPEB Ha OXPAHHUKOB, HEPBHO C2KMMAIOIUX ITHUCTOJIETHL X ABHO 3&6HBHII/IX, 4TO Iiepen
HHUMHU €T0 I[pal"OI_IeHHblf;I BHYK, IIOKAIIJIAJI B KyJIdK, 3daCTaBHUB UX HprITH B ce0sl.

Caii mopioIiesn MPSIMO K CTAapUKY, ITOX0XKET0 Ha JefsHoro uMneparopa. Korpa ux riasa
BCTPETHUIIUCH,CO3MIAIOCh BIIEYATIIEHNE, YTO [IBa MOJISPHBIX BUXPS COOMPANIUCh CTONKHYThCS,
3aCTaBIsAs MOYTH BCEX MOJUYMHEHHBIX CTAPHKA YYBCTBOBATh 0OMOPOXKEHMUS 10 BCEMY TEy.

- KTo GBI MOT mOgyMaTh, YTO TH Ha CaMOM [eJie TIPUJIETUIIh B MTHOBeHHE OKa! JIoporoi BHYK, Tak B
9TOM ¥ 3aK/II0YAETCS TBOS MIPUBSI3aHHOCTH K 3TOM OEBYyIIKe. XM, HEIJI0X0, HETIJIOXO.

CrapukK Ka3ajcs 04eHb JOBOIBHEIM. Ero yXKacaroliee U0 HEMHOTO CMSATYUIOCH, KaK TOTbKO OH
3aroBOPHUJI, ¥ €T0 aypa MI'HOBEHHO OTOIIIIA, KaK TUXUM BeTepoK. OOHAKO BRIpazKeHue JIUIla ¥ aypa
Cos HEe U3MEHUJINCE.

- I'me oHa? - CIIPOCHII OH CBOMM OOBIYHBEIM XOJIOMHBEIM T'OJIOCOM.

-0, He BOHHYﬁCﬂ, OHa OTOBIXA€T B XOPOIIIEM MeCTE. Ho, KoHEeYHO, YTOOH ChoejiaThk 3TO PEAJINCTUYHEIM,
OHH CJIEeTKa CBSA3aJIu €€.

[To KaKoi-TO IPUYKHE CTAPUK BCE ellle BHTIIAAeN J0BOIbHEIM. OgHaKo, ycnsimas ero, Cau mpocTo
OTBEPHYJICS U OBUHYJICS K IBEPH, He TOBOPS HU CJIOBA.

- 000, HEMNJIOX0, HEIMJIOXO.

Crapuk ynbIOHYIICS, KOTHa OH [ajl 3HaK OOJHOMY U3 CBOUX Jifofieit 0TBecTu Casl Tyna, The mepKaiu
IaBu. OH 3HaJI, YTO €T0 BHYK He MOTEPIUT OOJIbIIE IIYTOK, XU PA303JIUTh €r0 OBII0 Y2Ke JOBOIBHO
PUCKOBaHHO. K cuacThio, OH IprKa3ajl CBOUM JIIOASIM OBITh C Hell TaCKOBEIMU U HE TPOTaTh ee, HHaue
Cait Mor OBl Ha4YaTh BOMHY.

- 3aKHu, TH OCTAHEIILCS 30ecCh Ha HEKOTOpoO€e BpeM4.

Tonoc cTapuKa OCTaHOBUII 3aKU, KOTOPBIM coOUpacs 3aKPHITh ABEPE. Kak TONBKO OH YCIIbIIIA
CTapuKa, Ha ero Jiklle IOSBUJIOCH KMCJIOe BEIpaXkKeHue JIUIa U OH ITOCMOTpes Ha cnuHy Casg. OpHako
OH JOJIKeH OBIJT MIOTYUHUTHCS CTAaPUKY U OCTAThCS, Ijlada Impo cebs 6e3 cies.

- Kak THI fymaelis? - CIpoCuil CTapuK.

[Tneyn 3aku OpoxkKasnu, Kak OYATO OH yKe OYeHb ycTal. AX, CHOBa 3TOT cTapuk! [Touemy 5 - TOT, KOTO



BHI CcIIpalrBaeTe? YepT BO3bMHU, S XOUY BUMIETh BRIpaxkeHue nuiia Casi, Korma oH BUOUT ee. OTIyCTH
MeHs, moXkKanyucra!

- ymato, MbI flymMaeM 00 OOHOM U TOM XK€, CUD.

- Xaxaxa. A KaK wHa4de. PUCK CTOMII 3TOT0, - CTAPUK PAcCMesIJICs C YOOBIEeTBOPeHHEeM, Kak OyOTO OH
OBLTT B BOCTOPTE.

- 3HAYUT, HOPMaJIbHO, YTO €r0 MOXKHO Pa303/IUTh, ECJIU Bhl IOJIYYUTE XKeJaeMoe TBepHoe
IloKa3aTesbCTBO? X0TH, s fyMalo, Teleph OH J00aBUT Bac, IIOCIIENHET0 COI03HKKA, KOTOPOMY OH
IIOBEPSIET, B CBOM CIIMCOK BParos.

- Xa-xa. JT0 X0pOoILIo, 3TO XOPOIIo. f He TPOTUB 3TOr0. f yXKe crap. Bce, yero g xemato, 3TO
IIpaBHYKa U XOPOIIYIO XXEeHY AJI HEr0, U 1 CMOTY YMepPEeTh CUaCTJIUBBLIM.

[Tocrne ToOro0, KaK OHU IOOOJITAIN HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi, 3aKu, HaKOHell, pa3pemuiiy yiTu. OH ybexarn
TakK OBICTPO, KaK TOJILKO MOT, CJIOBHO OT 9TOT'0 3aBHCEJIa €T0 XKU3Hb.
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