BoceMHaAIATHIM 3TAaX 3TO AeHCTBUTENIBHO YOUBUTEIBHOE MECTO... HeCMOTpPs Ha TO, 4TO OH
HAXOOUTCS TI0J] 3eMJIEH, THEM OH OCBEIEH TaK¥Ke KaK ¥ IIOBEPXHOCTh, @ HOUbI0 BCE BOKPYT TaKXkKe
TeMHO. Bcé merno B KpucTaniaxX, KOTOPEle HaXOIUIUCh HAa CAMOM BepXY 3Taxa, OHU OBIIIN HEKOH
3aMEHOH COJIHIIAa U BPeMs B ITOfI3eMelThe OBIJI0 CHHXPOHU3UPOBAHO CO BpeMEeHeM Ha IMTOBEPXHOCTH.

Becn ocraBummiics geHb bent npoBén Oyay4yu B caMOM LIEHTPe BHUMaHUS, BCe 3Ha/IM 0 ero nobemne
HajJ MUHOTaABPOM, a HEKOTOphHIE axke BUOEJIM 3TO CBOMMU COOCTBEeHHBIMHU rila3aMu. Korja HakoHel]
CTeMHeJI0, B Co3HaHue npuinu Jiunu u Bend, uto 63 comHeHus nopagoBano Kpanenna. Ho kak
roBOpHUTCS, B M10601 60YKe Méfja ecThb JI0KKa AETTS, Bedb 3a BeCh JeHb OT ITOMCKOBOM I'DPYIIIIH,
OTIIpPaBJIeHHON Ha moucku OKaMu He OBIJTO HUKAKUX BECTEH, [T0 KpaliHel Mepe mo Bedepa. B
CKPOMHBIM maTep 3arngHyia Ai3 BanermraiiH. OHa IpHHeC/Ia CBOM U3BUHEHUS 3a HEOXUIaHHOE
BTOPKEHUE U JOJIOXKMJA, YTO MIOMCKOBas I'PYyIlla BEPHYJacCh B JIarepb, a Yepe3 CEeKyHOY TUAED
TPYIIIB OKa3ascs B maTpe. 9To OB 0OBIYHLIM TapeHb C BOJIOCAMK KPOBABOTO I[BeTa, KakK y Benda.
OKUNUPOBKa y HEro Oblyia 00bIYHAs, CTaHAAPTHEINM JOCIEX CpefHero Kiacca, UT ¥ Med. OgHuM
CJIOBOM HHYEro 0COOEHHOTO.

— Hy 4dro? Hammnu ero? — cpa3sy BcKouus ben, Korfa nuaep pa3BefKy 3allénl B IaTeP.
B oTBeT 0H OTpHLIaTENHHO TIOMOTAJ TOJIOBOM.

— Her... Ho 4T0-TO MHe KaxXeTCs 4YTO BallleTO Opyra yKe HET B XKHUBHIX...

— Y-y10?..

Ot momo0HOM HOBOCTH BCS I'PyIia 6pocuIa IIOKHPOBAHHEINA B3TJISA Ha Pa3BeIunKa.

He Xxemast HUYero 0TBEYATh, ITapeHb MOJOIIEN KO BCel TPOWUIlE, TIOCJIe Yer0 OTKPHLT CBOI HEOOIBIIYI0
CYMKY ¥ OTyCTOIIHUI e€. Ha 3eMJII0 yranu 0YKM C TPECHYTOH JIMH30M, Ha KOTOPHIX OBUIO HEGOIhIIIOEe
IISITHO KPOBH, MTOYTH KOPUYHEBHIH Iap(, TaKKe C HEKOTOPHIMYU IISITHAMHU KPOBY ¥ HaKOHEI[ Hapyd, Ha
KOTOPOM OBI/IM CITeTBI OT YKYCOB U TaKKe HEMHOT'O KPOBH.

— M#I HalIM 9TO Ha CEMHA/IIATOM 3TaxKe... YUYUTHIBas YPOBEHD BalleT0 IPyTa, MBI IIPefoiaraeM
YTO Ha HETO Hamauu nepOephl, ¥ OH He CMOT BBIXKHTE... MHe XKalb...

Ha rnazax Benta HaunMHa HaBOPAYMBATLCS CIE3H], C TPYOOM AEePKasics, CTapascCh He MYCTUTh
OTPOMHYI0 PEKY CBOUX cJI€3... OH B meyanu 6epeT Ha pykKu Oenblil mapduK CBOET0 OPYra, U mepen ero
r71a3aMy IIPOJIeTAlOT BCe Te KOPOTKME BOCIIOMUHAHHUS, HO OT 3TOTO HEe MEHEee XOpOlIlue
BOCIIoMUHaHHUS. [TycKal oHU He ObLIM 3HAKOMBI OYeHb [I0/IT0oe BpeMs, Ho OKaMu iaXKe 3a TaKoi
ITPOMEXKYTOK BPEMEHH YCIIeJT BIIAcTh B cepplle bemma Kak XOpomui OpyT, KOTOPHIH BCerga MOT
TIoAfiepXKaTh B TPYAHYI0O MUHYTY, KOTOPHIM BCETMa [epKajcs Ha MO3UTUBE, faXkKe KOT[a CUTYalus
Oblya croxHou... HecMoTpst Ha monbiTKY Besia coepXkaTh CHE3H, 110 ero IeKaM BCE e TOMIEN
PYYEEK CIE3, He COepKaBIINCh, OH IIpUXKall map@huK K IUIy U HadaJ IIJlakaThCs B HETO.

— [Ipoctu meHd... OKaMu...
Ene BriroBopusn bet yepes cnéswl, mpuxuMas mapd CcBoero IOKOMHOIo fpyra K cebe.

He mMeHee cepb€3HYI0 IIedaslb UCILITHIBaNA U JIUK... YCIBIIIAB BECTh O CMEPTH TOTO, KTO BCeraa
IIPUKPHIBAJI €€, TOTO KTO HU pa3 3ab0TUICS 0 Hel TPYOHYI0 MUHYTY, TOTO KTO PHCKOBAJI XKU3HBIO
panu Heé... Heyxenu oHa 0oJibllle HUKOTHA He YBUOUT KoOpoe NUI0 e€ 3amuTHUKA? ETo mupoKyio
yNbIOKY Korfa oHa Onlna B mopsimke? OT mogoOHBIX MBICTIEN Ha €€ JKile HauWHaIu HaBOpauuBaThCS
CTIE3bI, HOC 3aIOJIHAJICS, a B TOpJie MOSBIISAJICS OTPOMHEINM KOM. TaKoM Ke Pyde€EK IIEN T10 IeKaM



JIumu, KoTopasi 3aKphIBajia CBOIO JIMI0 JTafMOHSIMHU. Bemd Toxke moHUMas Kakoro Obl1o pedsTam.
I[Tyckaii oH He 3HaM OKaMM Jaxke YyTh-4yTh, B €r0 AyIle BCE paBHO Oblla HEKas Mmedajb ¥ OH CaM
CHePKUBAJICS, YTOOHI HE MyCTUTD CIIE3Y...

[TpuMepHO Yepe3 mecsATh MUHYT, Besn moKKuHy I maTep, B3sB ¢ coboii Oenbiit mapd Okamu. EMy Hazmo
Ob110 TOOBITH OMHOMY, BHanu ot JIunu, Benda, na u B 11eJioM BOanu ot jiareps. CKpyTuB mapd Ha
cBoel pyke, KpaHesn HampaBUJIcs BrIyOb Hallly jieca, YTOOB ero yK HaBepHSIKa HUKTO He
IIOTPEBOXKUJI. MeJIeHHBIM 1IaroM, ben yImesn oT narepsi Ha MPUINYHOE PACCTOSSHUE U OOIUIETN 10
HeOOJIBIIOT0 MPYAa. ITO MECTO OBIJIO MeabHEIM [JIS TOT'0 YTOOR ITPOBECTH KAKOe-TO BPeMS OTHOMY.
Cpenas rioy0okuit B3ox, best cen Ha Kpalo Ipyaa, a 3aTeM CHSIJI CO CBOel pyku Oenbiit mapd. OH
CTaJl 15l Hero rjaaBHBIM BoCIIOMUHaHKWeM 00 OKaMu, KOTOPHIH ellle€ Buepa OblJI pSIIoM C HUM,
ynbibascs, o0Iancs ¢ HUM... A Telepb ero HeT... Y TKHYBIINCh HOCOM B Iapd, bes Tuxo mMbiran
HOCOM ¥ BHITUPAJl MaJleHbKUE CJIE3HI...

HeoxXugaHHO [T03agyu HETO IOCIIBIIIAJICS XPYCT IMaJIKK, IPUYEM 9TO He Oblyla Kakas-HUuOymb
TOHEHbKas BEeTOYKA, a IeMCTBUTENbHO O0JIbIlIas MMajkKa... ByATo KTO-TO HAPOYHO €€ cJoMas YTo0k
npuBjedb BHUMaHUe benna. Y aTo cpaborano, KpaHen cpa3y e 0TopBasics OT mapda ¥ BCKOUUB C
3eMJIY TTIOBEPHYJICS JIULIOM K TOM CTOPOHE, OTKyZHa OBII XPYCT.

— Kt0 31€ech?!

B otBeT THmMHA. B TEMHOM 4alre nepeq rima3aMu besna mpocko4uiia 4bs-TO TeHb. Ho mapeHs XOThb U
ObLT HamyTaH, He OB COBEPIIeHHO 0e33alllUTHEIM, Be[b Y Hero elé Obljla Marus B 3amace. BEIKUHYB
PYKY BIIEPEM, OH IPUTOTOBUJICS Cpa3y XkKe MCI0Ib30BaTh OTHEHHHIN Pa3ps, eciiu TOT KTO
oTOpackIBaJl TEHb OKaXKEeTCs C He 0YeHb NoOpHIMU HaMepeHusMu. Ilocyie 3TOoro TeHb pe3K0 UCc4Yesa, a
yepe3 HeCKOJIbKO CeKYH[ HaKOHeI] IT0Ka3ascs CANy3T. Ero BHEIIHUM BUL COBEPIIEHHO He BHYIIA
noBepusi... TEMHbIE IOCIIEXU C KPACHBIMU JIMHUSIMU, OTPOMHBIN OCTPHIN Oebli HallJIeYHUK Ha JIEBOM
njiedye ¥ IIOMeHbBIIIe Ha ITpaBOM, KaliOIIOH 3aKPHIBAIOIIKY OOJIBIIYIO YaCTh JIWIa U TPEYTOIbHBIN
Me[albOoH Ha TPYaH.

— Paccnabnces. 4 He cobupaioch HaBPeOUTh Tebe.

CoBepIlleHHO CIIOKOHWHO CKa3asl He3HakoMell. 1o roocy oH 0BT 3aMeTHO cTapiie bema, Kak
MUHUMYM Ha MSTh-1IIECTh JIET.

— KTo THI?
— Moé uMs HeBaxkHO. ['opa3mo BaxKHee IIeJib, C KOTOPOH s mpuién K Tebe, bet.
— O-0TKyga THI 3Haelllb MOE UMs?!

— [nynsimr... He 3HaTh TBOE UMS B HAHHBI MOMEHT MOXKeT JIUIIb Tyxo. Celiyac o Tebe rOBOPST BCe
KTO TOJIbKO MOXKET, IIOCJIE€ TOT'0 KaK ThI IIOJTy4YUJI BTOPO! YPOBEHSE.

Benn HauvHan HEPBHUYATE. ET0 PyKW HauMHAIU HEMHOTO TPSICTHUChH, @ TI0 BUCKY HAUYMHAJ CTEKATh
noT. [Tyckaii He3HaKOMeI[ ¥ CyMeJl OObSICHUTE TOT (aKT, YTO OH 3HAET MM MapHs, JOBEPUS K HEMY
BCE PaBHO 0C000 HE BHI3BIBAIOCH...

— Kxm... CoOCcTBEHHO 3a4eM s crofa mpuiés. Ecnu s He ommbaioch, 9TUM BeuyepoM Tede JOHECIH O
CMepTH TBOETO ApyTra, BepHO?



Teneps Besn TOYHO HE CMOZKET [0 KOHIIA JOBEPSITh HE3HAKOMILY... CBOUMHE CJIOBAMH OH CHEJIa
cepbé3Hee pPaHy, KOTopas U Tak Oblyla 04eHb I1y6oKoi. Kpanen HaxXMypHiIcs, CTapasich Coep:KaTth
CBOH CJI€3HI, ¥ IIPUTOTOBUJICS B CIIy4ae Yero IMPeBpaTUTh He3HAKOMIIA B IEMe].

— A gT0 ecnu 5 Tebe CKaxy, TO YTO TBOM APYT — KUB?

JIutio Benna cpa3y ke U3MeHUII0Ch, OPOBU TOOHSIIKCH BBEPX OT YAUBIIEHHUS, a pyKa Hadyaa HEBOJIbHO
OITyCKaThCH.

— Y-yT10?..
He3HakoMeI] clierka YCMeXHYJICS U CHeflall HECKOJIBKO IIIar0B B CTOPOHY.
— OH HaXOOWUTLCS II03aIU TOTO MECTa, I'Te sSI CTOSII.

Benn cpa3y ke pBaHys ¢ MecTa 1 3a0exkaB UyTh B Yallly HadyaJl CyMaTOIIHO CMOTPETh II0 CTOPOHAM,
U... [leicTBUTENbHO... [Tof mepeBoM, KOTOPOe HaXOAUIO0Ch IT03aAu He3HaKoMIla fiexan OkaMmu... Bech
V3paHEHHBIN. ..

— Y-yT0 TH C HUM cHeana?!

— Huuero ocobeHHoT0... BCcero nuiik crac ero oT TOJNIH 11ep6epoB, KOTOPHIE YyTh He ITOPBaJIX €T0 B
KJIOYbS.

Besn cnerka yCImoKOWUII CBOM TIBUT U JKeJlaHUe IPeBPaTUTh He3HAKOMIa B IIpaX, OH noabexarn 6auxe
K CBOEMY IOPYTY U IIPUCEB Ha KOJIEHO Hadal CyLOPOXKHO ero ocMaTpuBaTh. Ha nuile ObU1 HEOOIBIION
CJlef KpoBY, Ha pyKe Oblla pBaHas paHa OT yKyca, a OCTaJIbHOe TeJl0 ObUIO IIOKPHITO CUHSKAMU. ..

— Benn... 4 moHMMar0 4TO cedyac TH MHE He BEPHIIh, ST IOHUMAI0 YTO yXKe yCIIesI BBI3BaTh Y Tebs
HemoBepue K cebe Uik TeM 4TO 5 0 Tebe 3Hato... Ho... [ToxkanyiicTta... [To3a6oTbcst 06 Okamy,
JagHO?

HeoxumaHuo IIOIIPOCHUII HE3HAKOMEII, ITOBEPHYBIINUCE K Benny JINIIOM U y6paB PYKH 3a CIINHY.

— Xoporiio...
KusHyn Ben B OTBET, BCTaB C 3€MIIU.
— Cmacwub6o.

B kauecTBe 61aromapHOCTH, He3HAKOMeI] cler’Ka IOKJIOHUICS Beny, a 3aTeM LIENKHY TalbliaMu.
Yepe3 MUHYTY K HE3HAKOMIy 13 Yallly Jieca IOfoLIa fAeByiKa. OHa Oblyia HEBBICOKOTO POCTA, Yy Th
Huxe Benmna. Y Heé Obltn 4€pHBIE BOJIOCH], MUJIBIE YEPTHI JIMIA, HA T'0j10Be OblIM HEGOJbIINeE YIIKY, a
Ha [[eé4YKax Oblid HeOobIllIve YEPHLIE TI0JIOCKH, KOTOPhle HAallOMUHANIM YCUKH, KaK y KOWIKH. []eByIIKa
Obly1a ofieTa B IOBOJILHO CKPOMHYIO OIEK[Y, ITOX0XKYI0 Ha OflesTHUE XKPUIIb, Ha HOTaX ObITH
MaJIeHbKYE YEPHBIEe TyQeIbKH, a B PyKe ObLJT CBETIIBIN ITOCOX.

— 3t0 Mos nomoInauIia. OHa UMeeT Maruio UCIeIeHUs 1 6y;[eT JIEYUTDb TBOETO OPYyTa, IIOKa eEMYy HE
cTaHeT Jyierye. Ecnu 3axouellrb, MOXKeIIb B3STh €€ B CBOI0 CEMbIO II0C]Ie.



— IIpuBeTuxu.
IeBymKa yneIOHyIach ¥ IoMaxajia py4kou Benmy.
— { Kenma Kozywme. [IpusaTHO 103HAKOMUTHCS, ber.

Benn B oTBeT HeyBepeHHO MoMaxas PyKou. Bompy3uB Ha cBoé minedo Okamu, benn HanpaBuics
o0OpaTHO B narepb, a KeHMa yBepeHHBIM LIaroM Iarasna psmoM C HAM.

— U emge, benn. HukoMy He paccKa3blBald 4TO THl BULENI MEHS.
Ckazas He3HAKOMeIl Ilepefl TeM KakK pebsiTa YIIUIK B JIarepb.

— Yto? Ho mouemy?

Crpocwun Ben, 06epHYBIIKMCH, HO HE3HAKOMIIA Y2Ke KaK U He OBIBAJIO.
— Hcues...

B3poxnys, benn pa3BepHyICcsa ¥ BMECTe C HOBOM ITOMOIIHUIEY HAIIPABUJICS B Jlarepsb.

— Taxk... Kak ThI omasa mog Kpeljio 3Toro... Yenoseka?
Heysepenno cnpocun Benn, nonpasuB OKaMu Ha CBOEM IIJI€Ye.

— Xm? Ox... U3HayanbHO 51 ObIyIa MOMOIIHUIIEH 00OBIYHOM I'PYIIIEI aBAHTIOPUCTOB. Ho M3-3a TOTO 4YTO 5
OblTa MOBOJIBHO C1ab0¥ ¥ He MOTJIa HECTH MHOTO Belrel, KO MHe OTHOCHUJIUCh He OYeHb IIPUSATHO... B
O[IMH MIeHb JIUeP PEIIus OTIPABUTLCS Ha 9TaXK IMOHUXKeE... HecMOTps Ha BCe MOU IOIBITKH
OTTOBOPUTH €r0, OH He ciymia... CTOMI0 HaM YyThb-4yTh IPOUTH Ha 3Taxe IOHKXKE, KaK Ha Hac
Hamamny 1epbepkl... Torma Bce Hayanu 6exkaTh 00paTHO Ha BEPXHUI 9TakK, a KOTrMa MBI yKe OB Ha
TIopore, TUAEP yAapuil MEHS PYKOSThIO Meya B JIUIO, CHSIJI C MEeHST PIOK3aK U y0exKal C OCTaIbHBIMHY,
OCTaBMB MeHS Ha chefieHue 1epbepaMm... Korga yxke Ka3amoch 4YTO BCE KOHYEHO, MOSBUIICS OH... OH
CIIac MeHS ¥ B3I II0J CBOE KPHIIO. 3a MecsI 00y4eHUs s CMOTJIa HayYUThCS Maruy U BHIYYUTD
HEKOTOphle 3aknuHaHus. Ho equHCcTBeHHOE 60eBoe 3akynHaHue V¥ MeHsT — Ctpena CBeta... Moi
II0COX MOXKET CTPEJIATh CBETJILIMU JIy4aMHy, IIOX0KUMU Ha CTpejlaMi, KOTOPhe MOTJIM CEPLE3HO
HaBpeguTh MOHCTpPaM. OcTaNlbHbIE 1B Y MEHS CBSI3aHHI C MOAOEPKKOH... OJHO C MOBHIIIEHUEM
3AIUTHL, @ BTOPOE C JIEUEHUEM.

— Bort kaxk... A rge Brl BecTpetunn Oxkamu?

— Ha 17 sraxe. Korpa Mbl Hamu ero, nep6epsl yzke ObUIM TOTOBE Pa30pBaTh €ro... Eciu 6b1 MBI
TIPUILIN XOTh Ha MUHYTY 11032K€, TO BPS/ JIX YCIIeNIX CIIaCTH €ro...

KenmMa HEMHOTO OIIyCTHIJIa B3TJIsA BHUI, IIPEOCTABIIAA 9YTO MOTJIO O2KUOATh Oxamu ecnu ObI OHU HE
ycienn HpI/IfITI/I BOBpPEMI, HO 6bICTpO OTOTHasa OT ce0si 9TH MEICIIH, TIOKPYTHB TOJIOBOU B CTOPOHHI.
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