B atoT MmomeHT Yunmn JIu ¥ ocTanbHbIE IPUBE3IIM Ha CKJTaf O0/IBIIOE KOJTUYECTBO JIIOOeH 13
HimmepaTopckoro O61mecTtBa [IpakoHOB, ¥ Bce mionu u3 banma 3eneHoro Turpa MOKOPHO COAIUCH ITPH
UX BHOE.

B ofuH MUT IIyMHBIH CKJaj 3aTuX, u B3rsy JIour HMe 6picTpo moBepHyncs K Mo Cios ToHTy:
"TpaBmupoBan?!". CTpena npoHecIach MUMO HETO, ¥ OH HEPBHO CXBaTUJI ee 3a PYKY.

"4, g B mopsaagke". OueBumHO, 4TO Korga JIoHT e KOCHYyJICS pyku Mo Cro3 XuToMu, OHa UCIyrajach U
etre OoJlee IpeyBeINYKBalOlle OTPIXHYJIa ero PyKYy.

"Ao TuaH, a Kak ke monau u3 Oauge! 3enénoro Turpa?" Yumn JIu mopmoInesn K HeMy U XOJIOTHO
IIOTIIPOCHII.

"Voerite ux Bcex!" Korma Royal Ao Tian npousHec 9Tu fiBa cl0Ba, 671eCK, KOTOPHIY IIEPECEK eT0
I/1a3a, Ha caMoM fesie OBl HalloJTHeH THEBOM.

9TO COBCeM He TO XK€ caMoe, YTO CIIOKOWHOe U coOpaHHOe OTHOIIEHKEe IPensIayInero Mukazmo.
"STa MajleHbKas OeBOYKa, KaXKeTCsd... KaXKeTCs, 4yTo ee 1moBe3nu". Mo Cro3ThSIH 3aKOHUMII TUXO.

Tonbko MyTHOe nu1lo Posin Ao TraH, moxoxke, YTOHYJI0O HEMHOTO 60bilie. Pyku, cKrMaloIiue ero
KyJlaKy, "CKpuremnu".

InvHHEBIM {1, KOTOPHIX CIBIIIAN 3TO, TOXKE BRITISOEN IIJI0THO.

"Mukamu, bocc Mukamu, bombiias... 30710BKa B CEKPETHOM KOMHATe Ha 3afHeM OBOpe CKiama".
Mnapamu# 6paT COOOIIUI C APOXKAIIUM T'OJIOCOM.

Posin Ao TuaH CUITBHO YKYCHII 3a YToJI I'YOBl ¥ OBICTPO OPOCUIICS B ITOTAaWHYIO KOMHATY.

B TOoT MOMEHT, KOria Beph OblJIa OTKPHITA, BHYTPH JiezKajla COBEPILIEHHO 00HaXXKeHHAs XKeHIIKWHA, ee
TeJI0 OBbIJIO YCesTHO MSITHAMM TPSI3U U JKaJsilel KpoBu. Bce He MOT/IM He BCAChIBATh XOJIOMHBIN BO3IYX
IIPY BUIE 3TOU CIIEHHI.

Ho...
Posin Ao TstH Mor cKa3aTh, YTO 3TO ObUT He S0 o Ha mepB# B3rnan! "MaroH, MaroH!?"

"Topmocts"? O0o0... TopmocTs!" Cre3rl 60K cTeKanu II0 ee IeKaM, KOrfa OHa [IpoKaJjla ¥ XBaTala
pyky HMmmnepatopa Ao TuaH: "Ao TuaH, OHH... OHU YKPEIIAIOT MeHsa!"



"d 3Hat0. 'me Moiio? Kyna oHa momna?"

Cre3nl IONOLIIX K PE3KOMY KOHLY, JIu M310H ITOCMOTpPEI Ha €ro JIALO0 C HeJOBEPUYUBOCTHIO: "A0
TsHb, 3Ta CyKa HaMepeHa ImpefaTh Tebs, ax, TH faXe Ipuilesn cupocuTh. Kyma oHa momma?!"

"¢ cmpamuBato Te0s cerivac! Kyma nouna JIyo fHosio? ITonumaens?!" KoponeBckas Ao TsiHb
B30eCHsIach 1 IPOCTHO 3aAyIuia et JIu Maii FOHb ogHOM pyKo#, eciiu OBl OHa He OblyTa TaM, YTOOH
HaBieyb Ha cebst HenmpusiTHOCTH, JIyo Ho Ao Hukorma 6u1 He cMor [IoliMaH, Temeps y HETO eCTh
cepaue, 4To6sl youts JIu MaioHa!

"Ao TuaH, ycmokoiics". [[MUHHBINA Ye, KOTOPHIH OBII Ha CTOPOHE OPOCHUJICS BIIepes, YTOOL OCTaHOBUTD
€ro, B KOHIle KOHIIOB, TOIbKO Li Meiyun 3Han mectoHaxoxpeHue Luo Yao Yao Temneps.

Ou noxJyonan nneyo umnepaTtopa Ao TgHs, u umnepaTop Ao TsSHb HETEPIIeIUBO 0TXKal PYKY,
KOTOpas gymwuia et JIu Mait FOH$, 1 BCTal B CTOPOHY.

"Mucc Jlu, ecnu BH 3HaeTe, rae HaxoguTcs JIyo do do, moxkamyiicTa, pacckaxkuTe HaMm 00 9ToM."
Jlonr He cka3an MATKO, IPUKpPHIBAs CBOXO OfeXAy TenoM Jlu MaiitoHs.

[Tocne ynyubst Ha MTHOBeHUeE T'ta3a JIu MaiiloHb IOCTEIIeHHO OBIIM 3aMaCKUPOBAHEI 11Ol CEPOBATOe
CUsSIHUE, a Ha ee JIuIle JaxKe MOSBUIACh CaMOyHUYTOXKatouas ynbioka: "OHa", VIérn... B 1eJI0CTH U
COXPaHHOCTH... yméen!"

"Cmacub6o, 6occ Jlewt". JIu MaiitoHb CIeTKa YABIOHYIach, €e XUTPHIM B3TJISA CMOTPEIT B CTOPOHY 0
flo, KOTOPOTro MOCTETIEHHO TAIWIX BHU3, XOPOIIIO 3Hasi, YTo OymeT XkmaTh Fo Ho. OgHako, eciu Obl
OHa He cMmora monyyuth Royal Ao Tian, oHa 05l He mompocunia JIyo o fo Toxke monyuuth Royal Ao
Tian!

Ho kak pa3 Korga oHa cobupasach yXOOuTh, 1050 BEITIsIAENA X0NOAHOM: "JIu MaiiloHb, S He JyMara,
YTO TH TAKOU YK HElpaBeIHbIN!!

"O ueM THI TOBOpHUIIL? f1 He MOHUMAO.

He noHuMaems? Mbl [OTOBOPUIIKCE, YTO S BO3bMY Ha ce0s BUHY 3a Te0s 1103XKe, ¥ TH Oyemtb
yMOJIATh MeHs ¢ 6occoM JleeM, HO ThI OTBEPHYIAch OT Hero? Jlu MoaiitoHb, v Te0s yKe ecTh Lu Ao, u
OH mo6uT Tebs, a HE MEHs, TaK 3aYeM Thl MEHST TaK OCKOpPOIseln?!

'‘bocc Jleu, Bocc Jlei, s He 3Hal0, 0 4YeM 3Ta MaJleHbKas [eBOYKa rOBOPHUT. [ToxkasyucTa, MOBEPhTE
MHe, TO, 4TO J1I00UT Ao TvaH - 9TO IeHCTBUTENIbHO OHa! OTo mpaBaa, 4To JIu MaiiioHb He 3Hall, 4YTO
4o fo BHe3ammHO CKaXeT, YTO, B KOHIe KOHIIOB, 3TO TOXKe He TO, YTO OHU [iejlalu PaHbIIe.

Llu Ao mobut MeHs? Xa, oH 1I00UT MeHs. [ToueMy Owl Tebe He CKa3aTh MHE CBOe HacTosInee uMsa? OH
TIOOUT MEHsI, HO YaCTO MPOSIBNISIET MIPUBSI3aHHOCTD K Tebe, Thl myMaels, 4To 6occ JIei - gypak?



A roBOpui Te6e, 9TO IIOTOMY, 4YTO ropJIOCTb HY2KOaeTCd BO MHE KdK B TBOEM 3alllTUTHOM IIMUTE.

"O? IIpaBma? Thl MOM 3QLIUTHBIN IIUT UM S TBOU 3aIUUTHBIY WKUT?! bpoBu A0 f0 BEIBUXHYTEL, U OHA
OrIcTpO mocMoTpesa Ha Bocca Jlew: "Bocc Jled, 4To 3a XKeHIIKWHA AeflaeT 3TOT MiMmepaTopckuit Ao
TraH, 0 KOTOpOM BHI, pebsiTa, TOBOPUTE, KakK, pebsiTa. "[[omKeH 3HATh Iydllle MeHs.

XBatut! XBatut! 4 He MOTy OECIIOKOUTHCS 0 TBOUX XKEHCKUX urpax. Kro-uubyns! Bo3pmu ux ¢ coboii!

"Ha".

[Togoxpmu! Bocc Jleii, BB IeMCTBUTEIPHO YBEPEHEI, UTO XOTUTE MeHS 3afepxkaTth?! do o cyposo
nompocuit 6occa Jlew.

"Xex, meBo4YKa, THl MHE yIpoOXKaelb?!

"Her, s IpPOCTO X04y KOe-4TO CKa3aThb BaM, 60cc Paii... 3T0 HOpMaibHO?

"Craxu!

I'na3za fo flo moBepHYyNHUCH, GHICTPO MOMJOILIX K 60cCy JIeto U TUXOHBKO OOMEHSITTUCH HECKOJTbKUMU
CJIOBAMH B yXe.

[Totom murio 6occa Jlen ©3MEHUIOCH, U B CIIEAYIOIIYIO CEKYHIY OH IIOBEPHYII I'1a3a: "ManeHbKast
neBoYKa, TeOe OeCIione3H0 rOBOPUTH MHE 006 3TOM, ToKa y Te0s1 eCTh BO3MOXKHOCTh Kak HacueT Toro,
yTOOBI JOKa3aTh, YTO TH He XKeHIuHa MMnepatopa Ao TuaH, 1 g Te0s oTIyIy?

A6comoTHo! Hoito yiIBIGHYIACH SI3BUTETIBHO, TIOpe3aa meper co60il pyK: U peYaia CMUDHO: "S
OeBCTBeHHHUIIA! B 9TOT MOMEHT OHa AeWCTBUTEILHO He MOTJIa He 3a00THTLCS O CBOEM Pe3epBe,
MOTJIa CKa3aTh, YTO TOTOBA Ha BCE, YTOOHI CIIACTH CBOIO JKU3HE. "EC/IH TH MHE He BEPHIIb, MOXKEIITh
npoBeputs". Ho... 5 He x04y, 4TOOH BEl, pe0siTa, Aenanu YTo-HuOyab elre!

Korpma 6occ Jleit ycrnbiiian 3To, OH ITOCIEIIHO IIPUKa3all CBOMM JIIOASIM ITPOBECTH ocMOTp o fHo u
IpuKa3al UM He TporaTh flo do. Bckope mosiBUIUCE pe3yabTaThl 00CIeNoBaHus, 1 BCe ObIJI0 UMEHHO
Tak, KakK OHa CKa3aJa.

"Xaxaxa, JagHo, MaJIbIIKa, MOXKeIlb UATH".

"Cmacubo, 6occ Jlent".

"Bel He MOXKeTe ee OTIYCTUTb, 6occ Jlei, oHA melCTBUTENbHO XKeHIrHa Ao Tuan! [1o 9TOro MOMeHTa
JIz M310H OBII BCE eIlle HeIPOIIAIOIIIM.



Bocc Jleit ObICTPO TOJOIIEN K Hell U 3aAyImui ee ¢ cusoi: "Cyuka, xKeHiIuHa MmnepaTtopa Ao Tuan
OymeT UBITOYKOM? Kak Thl CMeelllb TOBOPUTH MHE, YTO 9Ta [IeBYIIKa - XKeHiuHa Posinm Ao Tuan? Twl
IoyMaelllb, MHe TPH rofa? ¢ HeHaBWXKY HeIlpaBeOHBIX JIIofel O0JbIlle BCETO B CBOEH XKU3HU. bpaThs,
pas3Be BbI He BCerha BOCXUIIANKCh JIu MatoH, cerogHs s OTAaM ee BaM U Oy[ay HacjaXKaaThCs €10, Kak
BHI ITOXeJaeTe!

"Her..." mo nmocnenHero MmomeHnTa JIu M310H BCe ellle He MOT IIOHATSE, moyeMy JIyo {050 mo cux mop
HEBUHOBEH!

"Cepbe3H0, MOs TIEpBasi PeakIlus Ha CKjafe, IoCye TOTO, KaK 5 YCIIbIIIA BOaau OT uCcTopuu Mu-Bana
o Jlopu, OBI7Ia B TOM, 4TO... T0X0XKe, BCe MBI TOBOpHM. Kak HacuyeT Toro, 4ToOwl MajleHbKast Jlopu
norpo6oBana?" BHyTpu gBuxyImneics Mauuael JIoHr Me 6bit 6ecriomotieH. 91 Bepro, YTO BCe TaK
CUYHUTAIIH.

Ecnu OB He crlaceHue fAosio, Muxaun He cTan OBl PHUCKOBATH CBOeH X13HbI0. Eciu OBl OH He ayMall,
4yTo fAos10 Be3YyT, OH OBl He OBIT HACTOJIBKO COUT C TOJIKY, YTO 9YThb He IIOOBEPT Mo Cio313uH
OIlIaCHOCTH.
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