"Maron"! Ecnu T u gasnblile OyOelns TaKUM Ke Hepa3yMHBIM, TO Mbl HUYETro He 3aX0TuM!"

"TopmocTh, TOPAOCTD, TaK YTO, ST BHIJIEUUIICS, S IpUAY K Tebe cefiyac, 9T0 HOpMajbHO?"

"B3nomaTth" TenehoH OBECU TPYOKY.

JIn MsiitoHb CHOBa HEOXOTHO Habpait: "Ao TsHb, mpoirny Tebs, fail MHe ITapy MUHYT, TagHO? ThI
3HAelllb, YTO S TaK CUJILHO TeOs 0010, He MOXKEeIlb JIX TH [aTh MHE XOTh HEMHOI'0 CBOeH J1I00Bm?"

"JIu Moaiitons! TH yoapuics royioBoit 06 mon? Twl Beb 3HAEIb, KaKUX KEHIIHUH S HeHAaBUXKY, He TaK
nu?!"

"¢l 3Hat0, TH HEHaBUAMILDb, KOTHa XKEHIITNHE HEeMIS0TCS 3a Tebs, Ho s 04eHb CKydas 1o Tebe. Pa3ge
3TO JaXke He HOPMaJIbHO CKy4YaTh Mo Tebe? W..." oHa mbITasack YCIIOKOUTh CBOM B3BOJTHOBAHHEIE
3MOIIMH U BeJla ce0s Tak, Kak OyOTo OHAa YypKasa, 'ITa MajleHbKasl JeBOYKa, TOCTIeqHue IBa JHS He
¢l 3Ha10, 4TO He Tak, 60PIOCH 3a TO, YTOOH TH ee 30ayoBal, BCerma IPUINPaAeIIbCcs KO MHeE,
TopmocTs, oK ciofa u pa3depuch C 3TUM, JTagHOo?"

"4 6anyio ee? Hy, s ee 6anyto." Umnepatop Ao TsHB 0 Ty CTOPOHY TenedoHa HaxMypuics: "Mai
FOHB, nocrie Bcero 3T0ro, He XO4ells JIU Thl IPOCTO YBULETHCS CO MHOU? Temneps A coesna TO, UTO ThI
xouetb!" Tenedon moBecusn TpyokKy.

JIu Msiit0Hb HAKOHEI-TO OCTaCd OBoeH: "BricTpee, CsI04XK9HL, fall MHE KOCMETHUKY".

"Mucc, BaM IMOIE3HO BOT TaK 3aMaHWBaTh MUCTepa Mmnepckoro?"

"Becnosne3no". 9To TONbKO pa3o3nuT Ao Tuan". JIu MaiioHb ICHO 3Hasa, 4YTO TO, YTO OHAa JeJajia
ceryac, OBIIO TOYHO TaKUM e, KaK TO, 4TO fefasna JIyo floso paHbllle, TaKUM Ke THEBOM, KOTOPBIH
BEIOUJI ee u3 Kojieu. . Ho pasHuIia B TOM...

"Ho 6osbiie Bcero Ao TvaH HeHaBUAUT KEHIIUH BOKPYT HETO, KOTOPhHIE IIOCTOSHHO IeMOHCTPUPYIOT
CBOIO 6JIAarOCKJIOHHOCTH K JIPYTHUM, €Cjiu ObI He 3Ta CTePBa, BHIIIEHIPUBAIOIIASNCS C HAMHU. U OTKyIa
HaM 3HaThb, YTO ['opHocTh 3abupaeT ee B MOCIeNHNE HECKOJIBKO THEn?"

[TepBoe, 4TO 51 3aMeTusa, Obljia CTpaHHAsA yibI0Ka Ha nulle JIu MatoHs, 1 CsI04K9Hb Cpa3y MOoHsa:
"Xa, s MOHMMaI0 rOCIOXKY, Torga rocnoauH MmmepaTtop. C 0g4HOM CTOPOHEBI, 3TO TOILKO IepeaacT
rHEB Ha Te0s 3TOM MaJeHbKOM JeBoYKe".

"Xex". JIu MaiitoH (HIPKHYIa, BEITAlllAIa KapaHaall g 6poBeii, 4TOOH [eTMKaTHO HapuCOBaTh

A moTOM, 3a OBEPEHIO.



"Hoito, kaxeTcs:, Jlu MaloH Iomasn B JIOBYIIKY."

"®y". OHa [onTo B3[bIXana U 6eCIoMOIIHO yikibanach.

"XKyxxamasn" Hau JIy mocMmoTpena Ha CBOY TenedoH U TYT Ke OTBETHJIa Ha 3BOHOK: "AJio?
l'ocmoxka Croit, 1 B VIP-komMHaTe Ha 16 aTaxe. pgu cioma." [ToBecuB TpyOKy, OHa OBICTPO MOCMOTpPETA
Ha fo fo, "Crou Llun 31ece".

"TlovigeM, monaeM K MUQTY 4 MOAO0KAEM ee TaM."

[Tpu6sIB K mBepu NMudTa, BCKOPe M3 MUQTa BHIIIA XKEHIUHA CO 3PeJI0l U XKEeHCTBEHHOW BHEITHOCTHIO.

Ona 6bl1a pocToM 1M 7c, ¢ mpoyHoOU ¢urypoi, Ho o gaxe He HyKHO OBIIIO CIIpallliBaTh, OHA CpPasy
JKe y3Haja 3Ty XKeHIIWHY, KakK OpBIIyio AeByiKy Mmneparopa Ao Tsaus. Croit Lus mogusncs. Kak u
0KM[IaJIOCh, BCEe TUIIHI XKEHIITUH, KOTOPhIe HpaBunuch Royal Ao Tian, ObIIM 3pesibiMU TATIAaMU
TeMIlepaMeHTa.

"3mpaBcTByiiTe, rocnoxa Crou, MeHs 30ByT JIyo dos0."

"Tr1 JIyo fosio?" Croii LIuH ¢ HeJlensIM B3TISIIOM CMOTpEJ Ha He€ BBepX U BHU3, Korga Ao TsHb
M3MeHUJI CBOU BKyC? "CKaxXu, 4ero Thl OT MeHS XO4Yelh?"

"4 yBepeH, uto Han Jly paccka3saina Tebe Bce 00 3TOM, Tak? MHe Hy>KHa TBOs IIOMOIIb cefiyac." do
4o cnabo ynbIOHYIICS.

"HyxHa Mos momoIns? [ToueMy 5 monxkeH Tebe momMorars?"

"0, rocnoxka Xyu, ecny OBl Y Bac He OBIJI0O HaMepeHuUs IIOMOYb MHe, S IT0JIaralo... Bac Obl CETOgHs
37mech He OLLIO0, He Tak au?"

CrnoBa Hoito yoapuau HOTOTh IO TOJI0Be, CIIOKOHHO U cobpanHo, Cioil L[MH BIPYT MOHSIA, 4TO,
BO3MOXKHO, €l He CTOUT CMOTPETh Ha 9TO Tak, Kak OHa CMOTpeJia Ha MaJIeHbKYIO0 IeBOUKY.
XKenmunsl! "Torga noyemMy Thl IIOIIPOCUII MEHS O TTOMOII?"

"TloTOMy 4TO Bpar Bpara - 9TO ApPYT, ¥ KpOMe TOT0, KEeHIIIMHA B IajlaTe MPSMO ceidac - 9T0 Ta, KTO
OOHaXK[HI YKpas TBOETO MapHs, TakK YTO Tl IPOCTO Pa3Be TH He XOUelllb OTOMCTUTH 3a CTpeny?"

"Xex, MaJileHbKas [eBOYKa, THl IECTBUTENIHHO IIpaBa, eciid Okl He mofapok JIu MoiitoHs, S gyMaro,
4yTO 5 OBI BCe eltle Obuta ¢ Ao THB. JTa yCnyra, 1 HelcTBUTEeNbHO noMory Tebe". Croi Llus 6bICTPO
mopolia K 00bHUYHOM ManaTte JIu MalioHsS ¥ OTKpPhIIa ABEPh OONMBHUYHOM MaJaTH......



"Topmocts"! ThI..." Korma JIu MaiitoHb yBUIeNa, 4To 3T0 Cioi LluH mpuIlén, oHa cpasy Xke
HaxMypunack: "4To TH 30ech gefaelnb?"

"O Gozxke, pa3Be 5 He CIIBIIIANa, YTO TH O0JIEH, TO3TOMY 5 IIPUILJIA MOBUAATHCS ¢ To6ok". O JIu
MD>ii10Hb, TH K€ He 0XKUMall, YTO BO3Me3ue MPUAET TaK ORICTPO, He Tak au?"

"Boame3nue, Kakoe Bo3Me3nue?"
"Xex, 51 Bce ciblnana 06 9ToM, o, y [opaocTu HemaBHO OSIBUJICS HOBBIM JTI0OOBHUK."

"Hy u uto?" JIu MaliloHb YBepeHHO yIeIOHYICS: "B Havasne, ecnu Ol 51 MOT u36aBUTHCS OT Tebs, T MOT
OBl Tak 2Ke XOPOIIO U30aBUTHLCS OT APYTUX 2KEHIUH BOKPYT Ao TsaHB"!

"JIu M3lioHb, HaCKOJIBKO S 3HAI0, 3Ta XeHIKUHA - J1I000BHUIla Ao TSHS, U OHa HaxKe BHIIe TeOs!"

"Yro Crou Llur umen B Bumy?" do 90, KOTOPHIM MpsTaics 3a ABEPBIO U MOACTyIINBaJ, HAaXMYPHUJICS
JII00OIIBITHO.

"TonbKo Tocye TOro, Kak s Hamten Cio# LluH, s y3Han, 4To JIu MaliioHs He Oblna TI000BHULIEN
Macrtepa, oHa IpocTo 3Hasla Macrtepa". OHa cojirasa 0 TOM, YTO SIBJISIETCS JTIOOOBHUKOM XO35HHA,
YTOOBI PA3PYIIUTh OTHOIIEHUS MeXy Xx03uHoM u Cioit LluHb, 1 mosToMy oHa 3acTaBunia Cioi L[uHb
yitu. H... Cioii LIuH cKa3aJj, YTO X03I1H HUKOTHa He HaXxOOuI JIIo00BHUKA."

"A? Tak 4TO Xke 4...?" o o Moprayna rjia3aMu B TyMaHe, OHa fAyMaJja, 4To MmnepaTopckuii Ao
Tsup IlleHr m00UT mepkaTh TII0O0BHUKOB, HO S HE 0KHAAJ 9TOro!

"TToaToMy, Korfa 51 paccka3san Cior LIuH 0 BallluX OTHOIIEHUSIX ¢ MacTepoM, OHa CHadajla MHE He
noBepuia. OmHAKO, Korda g ciaenun 3a MactepoM B dnouuu, y Mactepa He 6b110 M1000BHUKA, Hoii0,
THI, Ka2KeTCs, TepBLIH TI000BHUK MacTepa".

Cuauana? Tak oHa coOupaeTCs OTKPHITH OYTHIIKY IIAMIIAHCKOTO, YTOOH OTIIPa3IHOBATh?

[To mpaBpe roBopsi, el HeCKOIbKO pa3 ObII0 MI060IEITHO, ToueMy MuKazo nepkaii cedsi B pyKax,
CHavasia JyMmasi, YTO OH IIPOCTO IIBITAJICS OTOMCTHTH €H 3a TO, YTO OHa oOpallanach C HUM, KakK C
B3sim KoBOOSI, TOTOM CBSI3aJICS C OTIIOM, KOTOPHIM, KaK 0Ka3aJioCk, O0JIbIlIe HE UMeeT HUKAKOTO
OTHOIIEHHUS K MAMKWHBIM feiaaM. YTo Ipu4yuHa JyMaTh 06 3TOM TOJILKO B TOM, YTO 51 He 3aHMMaJach C
HUM CEKCOM HOOPOBOJIBHO, ¥ YTO €r0 Ype3BEIYaliHO KOHTPOIUPYIOIas HaTypa BemeT cels, Tak 4To
ato Ovu10 [lepxkaTh cebs B pykax? [lymaro, 3TO eIMHCTBeHHas IPUYKHA....

BHesanHo pa3gascs 3ByK IIaros.

fo fo, koToprlY Nexan y apepu, nopciaymnBas ¢ Hal JIy mogco3HaTesIbHO IOBEPHYII €€ TOJIOBY.



Tonbko myist Toro, YToOH YBUOETH, YTO 3a HUMU cTOsiI MMnepaTopckuit Ao TsiHb, a Takke Mo Ci03TyH
U Ipyrue, aypa Oblla IPOCTO JIeAsiHas.

Han Jly GricTpO omycTuia royioBy. {0 Jo Takxe OMyCTHJIA TOJIOBY U aBTOMaTU4eCKH ITpodunach K
IBEPHOMY IIPOEMY.

Kak OynTo oH He Bufel ux aBoux, Posim Ao TuaH Kak pa3 cobupascst BTOJKHYTh IBEPb, TOIBKO YTOORI
YCHBIIIATh PEB KEHIIUH U3HYTPH. ...

"JIu M3iit0Hb, TH OCMENIUBAEIILCS CKa3aTh, YTO He pa3brpreiBaelllb OeByLIKy Ao TaHS Teneps, Koraa
THL MOKeIllb ObITh OeBYIIKOM Ao Taus?"

"Hy u yT0? O4eBHUIHO, YTO 3TO THI COIJIa C YMa U pa3o3nuiia Ao TuaHa, Thl IPOCUIIHL 00 3TOM".

"Xex, ecyu THI He TIO3BOHUJI MHE M He CKa3aJl, YTO ThI TI000BHUK A0 THaHa, IoYeMy THI JyMaelllb, YTO
s1 3amomo3pui Osl Ao Tuana?!"

"3HauuT, TH TAymas”.

"JIu M3I0OHb, PAHO WM IO3THO TH Oymelb Haka3aH!"

YcnpimaB myM BHYTPH, JTHIIO0 uMIepaTopa Ao TraHa 3a IBepPhi0 TEMHEJIO, KOTla OH OTKPELI IBEPh
OOJIbHUYHOM IajaTkL......

Kak pas BoBpeMsi, uTOOH yBUOETh, Kak JIu Maiitons mnentuet Cioi Liun!

"TopgocTs?" JTu MaiitoHb GBI OIIETIOMIIEH O CMEPTH, BCE B PACTEPSIHHOCTH M3-3a CJIOB.
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