"Ilazke ecnu TH He CTHpPA€EIIb CBOIO OJEXKY, Tebe Bce PaBHO IIPpUAOETCA CTUPATh MOIO OE€XKAOY,
KOTOPYIO THI HaMmouun". MUKOTO 6eC1'IOMOH.IHO IIOCMOTPEII Ha Hee U IIPOAOOJIZKHUII CTUPATh HEMHOT'O
OeZXObl Ha PYKaX.

"Torma ThI, moyeMy Obl TeOe He MOMPOCUThL AHTeNa U OPYTUX MOMBITh UX OIS Te6s?"

"TIpdd. JeTka, MHE HagoeJl0 Ha3kIBaTh MEHSI €IMHCTBEHHOM, KTO 3HAET, KaK MHCATh B IIITAHH B
OeBATHAMOIATE JIeT, TE BCe elle Xouellnh, YToOsl AHTeNl U OCTaJIbHEIe 3Hamu?"

['nmapst Ha HaCMeIUIUBYI0 YIbIOKY Posinm Ao TsHb, ManeHbKOe MuIlo o0 0 CHOBa MOKPHIIOCH KPaCHBIM
CJI0eM, U B ee TJla3aX KPYXKUIKCh CIe3bl 0T 000cTpeHnus:". Ybsg 3T0 BuHA? EC/u TH He cHelaens 4To-
TO ofo0HOe, KaK ST MOTY UCITyTraThCsA Hefepxkauus?" CKIOHUB rjla3a Ha uMmneparopa Ao TaHB,
KOTOPHIM IIPO0JIKAJI CMesIThCSI PSIIOM C Hell, OHa CXKKMMasa KyJlakKyd ¥ Kpudasa: "XBaTUT, O/sp,
cMesThcs!".

[IBUXEeHUE ero PyK YCIIOKOUJIOCH, U OH IIOCMOTPEJ Ha Hee C MpayHbIM JIULOM: "UTO TEl TOJIBKO YTO
cKa3aJj, Mansi? 4 He cibimman Tebsi, Thl IOBTOPSIeIh 3T0 MHe!"

B 9ToT MoMeHT Mo#io moHsIIa, YTO OHA CKa3aja TO, Yero He OoJjIKHa Oblia: "f, 1 Hu4ero He
rosopuina". Cepulid HEIPHYJ B BaHHY, [10Ka3aB JIAIb II0JIOBUHY MaJIeHbKOU T'OJIOBHI, ¥ MIPOJOJIXKAI
IIyCKaTh My3bIPbKU.

"Xex". Royal Ao Tian 6ecrtoMOIIHO TOKa4as IoJI0BOH, XOTSI eMy U He HpaBUJIach 3Ta MeJiodb C
pyraTenbCcTBaMy, HO, 110 KpaliHel Mepe, OH BUAEN, YTO OHa 0oJiblne He JOIKHa 00SThCSI. ITOTO OBLIO
OB HOCTATOYHO.

"Ummiepckast ropgocTh”.

IIA?II

"Yto UMEeHHO uMeeT MPOoTUB Tebs Ykao YKUUSH... TPOTUB TeOSI?"

Korpa o ycneiian Bonpoc Ao 4o, rna3a umnepartopa Ao TSHSI MTHOBEHHO IIePECEKIIUCH CO CIIEIKOM
CTporou sKkoHomuu: "Brl y3Haete no3xke!" [la, mo3xe...

Co cMeHO# B3risAma OH IOMOIIEN K BaHHE U 37100HO yNIBEIOHYIICS: "Thl 3aKOHYMII, MaJIbII, HE TaK Iu?
Brixogn, Korga 3aKOHYHUIIbL MBITh. "

MukoTo nsberaet Tembl? Ho... "Thl y3Haeb mo3xke". YTo 9T0 3HAUUT? 3HAYUT JIU 3TO, UTO OH
pacckaxeT caMm cebe no3xe? Ho moyemy oHa AyMasa, 9YTO 9TO 3HAUUT 4YTO-TO Apyroe? "Korma
3aKOHYMINb MBITh, yOupaucs".



"Bor, s moHecy Te0s".
"A? He Hapo..." npexpe yem o o oTKazascs, ee yxKe BHITAIUII U3 BaHHE KOPOoieBCKuM Ao TuaH.

OHa 3aCTeHYHBO KCII0Ib30Bajla CBOYM PYKH, YTOOH! 3aIIUTUThL ce0s1. Royal Ao Tian o6epHy ee
HaJeKHO C OOJIBIKMM ITOJIOTEHIIEM U IIePEHEeC ee B IPYTYIO CIabHIO, KaK OYOTO OHa OOHMMAaeT
pebeHKa.

Ona Oblla HEMHOTO 3aTauB [bIXaHWE OT HEPBO3HOCTHU U Kocorna3as B Royal Ao Tian, KoTopas
pa3geBanack: "TEI, T, 3a4€M THI pa3fieBaelbCca?".

"UToOHI 3aCHYTh, KOHEYHO, HY2KHO CHSTb OHeXay".

"Ho THI He HONTXKEH CHUMAaTh... CHUMAaTh TakK 4ucTo." He 0oTBOpauyuBaiiCcs, OHa IbITarach He CMOTPETh
Ha TeJi0 MMIepcKou ropaoCTH.

"IleTKa, TeOe He HpaBUTCS?"

"Komy 065l 3T0 noHpaBunocs!" Ecnu Ovl oH He nan cebe omexXnay, oH Obl He JieXkasl 3[ech BOT Tak!

OueBUAHO, YYBCTBYS, UTO OMESIJIO IIEPEBEPHYTO, TO TEILJIble 00BATHUS, IepKa ee KPEIKo C3afiH.

Ceppiie HeOOBSICHEMO OPOXKHUT, OHA JIexKalla TaM KeCTKas M HeIoaBuKHasi, 00sCh, YTO OHA KOCHETCS
He TOT0 MecTa.

[IpumepHO Yepes momyaca...

To, 9TO HOJIKHO BBITIO CITYYUTHCS, HE CIIYYHUIIOCh, ¥ 0i10 HAKOHEI-TO OTIIYCTHIIA BCIO CBOIO
HAaCTOPOKEHHOCTh, TaK UTO He I0X0XKe, UTO OH cOOMpasCs CAenaTh YTO-TO IJIOX0e CETONHS Be4epoM,
BEPHO?

He6omnbImoi B3mox 00eryeHust, HO BHe3AMMHBIA BCIJIECK XKapk! BhImen. Hu 3a uto! "Muk... Mukao!
Posn Ao Tuan! UMnepckas ropgocTs!”

"3auem?!" OH HeHaBUOEN CKPUIETh OOIBHEIMY 3y0aMu Ha CIIMHE, 3Has, YTO eMy OymeT TpygHO
3acHyTh. "[IpuIio BpeMs OJis elle OOHOU BeuepHel Gecemnr?!"

"Her, aT0 He Tak. [IpocTy, s Tebs pa3dyguna? 4, s, 1 X0Tel CIIPOCUTh Tebs, AHTeN U IeBOYKM CIAT?"

Y10 He Taxk c 3TOU MayeHbKOU MTy4yKou? "OTKyna MHe 3HaTh, CIIAT OHU UK HeT?"



"WTax... BB He 3HaeTe, Ky[a OHU MOJI0OKUIU TaMIIOHBI?"

Kak oH MOr 3aMeTuTh, Kyfa [10JIOXKHUJIa ero Apyras XkeHlrHa? "MajeHbpKas WTy4Ka, He CTOUT?!"
[Tpups B co3Hanune, Mukaio HaxMypuics, OBICTPO BKJIIOUMII CBET B CIlajIbHE U MOJHSI OfesO...

"Uept!" Bce, uTo OBUIO BUIHO, 9TO MSATHO KPOBU, HalleYaTaHHOE Ha CHEXXHOM Ofiesifie.

"TIpocTuTe, 51 MPUIIIa TOPAHBIIE U HE..." OHA MPUKPHIIA IeKH, Kak OecroMoIHas 6apaHuHa.

OH 0ecIIOMOIIHO TOKaYasl rojIoBol: "Tak 4To XXe HaM nenaTth?"

"¢, s 6010ChH IBUTAQTHLCSA IPSIMO cedac... Thl U, THl UOHU, T030BU AHTella ¥ IPYTUX, YTOOH OHU
OMIOJIXKUIIK MHE HEMHOTO, XOPOII0?"

Omomxute? OH IOIIeN K XKeHIUHEe, YTOOH ONOJIXKUTL TUTHeHUYecKyIo candeTky? Hackonbko
OecCTHITHBIM OH MOXKeT cTaTh? "Tlomoxkau MeHs, s oAy KyIto ero s Te6s." Cka3aB 3TO, OH
Hafell ofieXXay ¢ 0eCIIOMOIIHBIM B3TJISIAOM Ha JIUIlE U [ToexXasl MPsiMo B O6/IM3IexkKaluii Mara3uH. .. ..

"Cap, 910 59 monmapos." BHYTpPHU KPYTIOCYTOYHOTO Mara3uHa OGHUIIMAHT YILIOHYJICS TETIoN
YIIBIOKOM.

OH mOTpOHYIJICS 0 KapMaHa IU[XKaKa, HO B CepefuHe [HS ero OyMaXkKHUK HUTTIe He ObIT BUOEH.
TonpKO TOrHa OH BCIIOMHUJI, YTO OyMaxKHUK OBLT B Ipyrol pyOarike. YepT, I0X0xKe, ele OOuH
Opocoxk. "IIpocTuTe, MUCC, Y MEHST HET IeHer, Io3xke..."

"Muxkamo".

3HaAKOMBIY T'OJIOC MOMOLIEN M OH IIOCMOTPEI B CTOPOHY, "Tamys".

"Kaxkoe cosnapmenue". Betep Tarys nogolmnesn Kk HeMy C BelllaM¥, [TIOLCO3HATEJIBHO IJIANA Ha CYMKU C
BemaMu Ha Kacce: "TH... O". He Mor He mocMesiTbCSI HEJIOBKO.

"Tak ke xopoiuo, Taiysi, y MeHs HET ¢ COO0M [eHeT, TakK 4To, II0XKaJyicTa, Ofl0IKHA MHE HEMHOTO
CHayama."

"Bce B nopsinke, MukoTo, s Bce ynaxy. Tel ugu".

"Torma Tebe OymeT Henerko". Cka3aB 370, Posim Ao TuaH B35 ¢ co00¥ BeIU U MOCIIEeIINIT YITH.

BepHyBIIKMCh Ha BUJTY, OH OPOCUIT Bellld, KOTOPEIe Kymnui, nepexn Jo fo.



Omna B3rnsHyJa Ha HETO.....
"9T10, 3T0... 9T0 mMOAry3HuUK! He TO, YTOOHI 51 XOTEJ €ro UCIOIb30BaTh!"

"TlompoOy# HaKpu4aTh Ha MeHs, MabimKa?!" OH He 3HaeT, YTO 3TO MOATY3HUK? Bompoc... Kak eMy
HEJI0BKO MATH Ha KacCy C Ky4el TaMIIOHOB, KOT[a B KPYIJI0CyTOYHOM Mara3uHe CTOJIBKO JIonein!
['maBHOE... 4TO BIePBHE B XKU3HHU OH MOIPOCHUII KOTO-TO OMOJIKUTh fAeHeT, U ecnu Bung Yennan
YBUUT, UTO OH IIOKYIIaeT Kyuy TUTMeHHYeCKUX candeTok, TO M03Ke OH Takxke HeT HeoOXoouMOoCTH
o0cyXpmaTh Kakue-To fiesia ¢ Bungom YeHHaeM, Tepsis Muio. "Thl MOXKeIlh UMIIPOBU3UPOBATH U
HaZleTh 9TO IIOKa, a IIOTOM IIOMTH 3a AHTeJIoM, YTOOB OH Tebe momor".

"Ho, Ho... Xopotio, cracu0o... Te6e." TTocie HeKOTOPOro BpeMeHU CYeTTHBOCTH Hoiio mpumiocs
HEOXOTHO HOCHUTD MOATY3HUK U 1nouTu B Willow, 4TOOR OONIKUTh CAHUTAPHYIO CcaleTKy.

I[Tocne monroro 6pocKa 1 MOBOPOTA OHYM CHOBA MOMEHSTH KOMHATY. Ha 9TOT pa3 cyuTaeTcs, 4to
umIepaTop Ao TsSHb HAy4HJICS MyOPOMY, ITOCJIe TOTO, KaK OpraHMW30Bajl KOMHATY A 050, OH
IIPOCTO TIOIIEN B APYTYI0O KOMHATY, YTOOH ClIaTh. B criy4yae, eciiu 3Ta MeioYb COBEPIIAET KaKHe-TO
TIPOCTYIIKH, OH JEHUCTBUTEIBHO GOUTCS, YTO HE CMOKET KOHTPOJIMPOBATH CBOM 9MOLIUY U IIPSIMO
3ayIIUTH €€.....

U 4o fo, KoTopklit OBITT OMUH B IPYr0o¥t KOMHATE, TYIIO CMOTPEJI Ha ITOTOJIOK, BCeryia YyBCTBOBAJI...
Ka3ajock, 4yTo MMnepatopckuii Ao TuaH He Tak yXK U CTpalleH CEerofHs BeYepoM.

CrupasnbHas ofexk[a, MIONIINHT, B JOIOJTHeH)E K eT0 IMPedbIAyInel KyXHU B 9TON MaleHbKOU
KBapTHpe, 9TOT YeJIOBEK NeWCTBUTEILHO BCE BOKPYT, OYEHb OTIU4YaeTcs oT Mmmneparopckoro Ao Tian
OHa IIpefCcTaBsiIa cebe.

Het! IMeHHO 3TO HOMKHO ObIIO OBITH IO APYTYI0 CTOPOHY OT HETO, TOJIBKO.....

HewusBecTHO, KOT[la B30PBETCS €ro XJIaHOKPOBHAs, 6€3:Kal0CTHAS CTOPOHA; ¥ KOTa YUIEeT 37asi,
3agyMunBasi CTOPOHA; YTO OBl HU CITyYMJIOCH, THl He MOXKEIh IIPUHATH 9TO CIIUIIIKOM JIETKOMBICIIEHHO,
KOT'7Ia THI C 9TUM YEJIOBEKOM, THl MOXKEIllb OJHAXK/Ibl YMEePETh HEBOJIBHO... B €T0 pyKax!
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