"Muxk... Muxkao..."

Tonbko, Royal Ao Tian cunen Ha guBaHe ¢ 6ecOpPMEHHBEIM JIUIIOM, XOJIOIHO TTISAS Ha Hee.

TpeH.II/IHa" KJII0Y B €€ PYKe yIIaJl Ha II0JI, BCe €€ TeJIO OIPOTHYJIO U HEe IIOCMEJIO IIOIIEBEJINTLC, ee
MUraloiiye rjia3a TakXKe HOCHIIN YKJ'IOH‘-II/IBBII;I CBeT.

OH... Korga oH nmputen? Kak o0bsICHUTD, UTO ee He OBIJIO ToMa BCIO HOYb, ee cepalle "0beTcs, ObeTcs,
ObeTcsa" 6beTCS IUKO OLICTPee, el YOamoCh BEIAABUTh YIBIOKY. "THI, TH 30ech?"

"Hy? [leTka, Tebe 00513aTe/IbHO TaK HEPBHUYATh, 4TOOH yBUAeTh MeHs?" Royal Ao Tian Bcra,
MeZJIeHHO ITOJoLIeNI K Hell Tepes HaKJIOHHOM, 4To0b 3a0paTh Kiito4: "CMOTpHUTE, KJII0Y yIial Ha
3eMJII0 He CKa3aHo, YTOOH 3a0paTh, U 5 [OJIXKEH MOMOYb BaM 3a0path ?"

"Ma, moxany#cra". CtpeMsich 3a6paTh KT04YH U3 PyK MKUKao, OHa HEePBHO YKyCHiIa yro ryosr: "TH,
KOrfga TH Ciofa mpuexan?"

"W npormuion HOUBIO". 371as yabpOKa MOIJIbIa B YTOJl eT0 pTa.

fo fo He Mor He chenaTh XOJIOAHOTO ObIXaHUsA: "THl CUAEN... OOHY, OOHY HOYB"?

"Ila, s &KOas, Korma Thl BepHelnbes". KcTaTtu, Thl He BO3Bpalllajcs BCIO HOYb... Te Thl ObIT?"

Be3ymue "cTakkaTo" OCTAaHOBUJIOCH TaK BHE3aIllHO, YTO KPOBb B €€ TeJjle, Ka3alioch, 3amep3na: ", 4, g
BYepa OCTaHABIMBAJICA ¥ MaMbl". BcTaBail, M3BUHM, YTO 3aCTaBUJl TeOs KAaTh BCIO HOYD."

"O, mopa IpoBOAUTEL OOJIbIlIe BPEMEHU CO CBOEH MaMOM, IeTKa, THl He [O/IXKHA U3BUHSITHLCS IIEPEI0
MHOM."

[TogHMMas TONOBY, K yIBIOKE, KOTOPYIO OH COflepKall B €T0 T7la3aX, B 9TOT MOMEHT, OHa YyBCTBOBaja
ce0s Tak KaJlb, TaK Xkajb MukKao TsaHb, 04EeBUIHO, BUepa BeuepoM oHa Bce oHM cranu ¢ $HaH-
Yye4yeHsIMH, HO Telepb OHHU XOTST JIraTh U 0OMaHbIBaTh uMIepaTopa Ao TsHs. Ho oHa...
IEeNCTBUTEILHO He 3Halla, KaK OTKPHITh POT, YTOOBI OOBSICHUTH ITyTAHUITY ITPOIIION HOYBIO.

"IeTka, upu ciofga". Royal Ao Tian yneiOHynack, mogHSIa PyKy U OBICTPO mofoiiia K 6acceiHy B
cajay, HaKJIOHMJIACh ¥ TIPOIIIeNTalla e Ha yXO0 3JI0Bele yiasl0Ko#: "4 moMHiw, Thl He yMmeerb
njaBaTh, ga?"

"Xvm."

"Xex..." rmy6oKue T1a3a, CBEPKHYBIINE MPAYHBIM OJIECKOM, OH CY3HUJI I'JIa3a XOJI0OMHO ¥ MPavHo,



"Xoren OHI 51, 4TOOBI B TBOEM Cledyollel xXu3Hu T 661 HayuuTech mnaBaTh!" C y4eToM 3TOTO,
npexme yeM o do cmor otpearupoBaTh. Royal Ao Tian cxBaTun ee Teno 06eMMU PyKaM# ¥ SIPOCTHO
Opocun ee B cepenuny 6acceitnal

"Cnacu... criacu MeHs... MUKaMu... 3M... ciacu MeHs." [TocTossHHO 60psich mocpenu OacceliHa, OHa
yMOJISiTIa ¥ C 3aTafo4yHbIM 0JIECKOM B rjla3ax CMOTpesia Ha MyXK4HHY, CTOSAIIEero Ha Oepery.

Royal Ao Tian ocnabun rajcTyk Mexay Ilieei, BCTaBUJI OOHY PYKY B KapMaH, 371ast yneioka: "JeTka, 5
3a0wIT cKa3aTh Tebe, s BYepa... Tocyal Koe-Koro beiyla y TBOeM MaTepH, U OHa CKasasa... 4To Tebs
HeT goMal!"

Co cMepTenbHOM YIBIOKOM U I'Jla3aMy, IIOKPHITHIMEU YOUMCTBEHHEIM YMBICTIOM, OHA ellle pa3
IIOYYBCTBOBaJia BKyC YeJI0BeYEeCKOU OITaCHOCTH.

Iymar, 4To BepuT B cebsi; myMaJsi, 4To o6MaHys ero. HempaBuIbHO... HETIPABUIBHO... Ta, KOTO
IenCTBUTEIbHO 00MaHyH, Obllla caMa CoOO0H.

B TOT MOMEHT, KOT/ia OH BOIIEN B JOM, 3TOT YeJIOBEK yKe Mpeayrafgasn yOuicTBO, HO Ha CaMOM fiejie
OH TaK T'7Ty00KO CKPEHII 3aMbICes YOUICTBA.

Kakasi TOHKOCTb €CTh y 3TOr0 4yesioBeka? HacKoIbKO0 3T0 cTpaiiHo? [ToyeMy MHOTja Thl MOXKEIIb
HaAWTH CBET B I'Ta3ax 3TOr0 YejaoBeKa? OTO IPOCTO TOBOPUT O TOM, UTO CBETJasi CTOPOHA BCerma
IIOKPEITA MPaKOM......

"He BonHy¥CS, IeTKa, TBOM JenyIliKa U TBOSI MaMa OymayT 3meck ¢ To6oM no3xe." C 9TUM OH
TIOBEPHYJICS CO 3JI0M YNBIOKOW U yIIesl HaleBo.

4o 1o, KOTOpPEIN TOCTOSTHHO GOPOJICS B BOJle, BHE3AITHO YCIIOKOUJICS, OH... YTO OH TOJIHKO YTO CKa3a?
Henymka, mam? Het! Het! "Her..." rngas Ha ero CuuHYy, KOr[a OH IIeJI BCe Aajiblile U Jajblle, ee
TeJI0 MelJIEHHO, MeIJIEHHO TOHYJIO.

Kamnu cre3a B COUETAHUU C JTa3yPHOU BOOM B GacceiiHe 06pa3yioT HEOOIBIIOH My3HIPE.

Her, HeT, HET, THl HEe MOXKEIIb CKa3aTh MUKOTO, YTOOH OH YOUII JeOYLIKY ¥ MaMy, Thl He MOXKEIITh
CKa3aTh eMy, 4TOOBI OH BTSIHYJI Ie[yIIKY U MaMy B afi 3a TO, UTO OH TOXe cpena’!

C opHUM B3[0XOM OHa CHOBa CLIeNUJIach ¢ Bogoi: "Maiik, Maiik, Maiik, Ao Tuar"! {I Bce ewe... HY... g
BCe ellle IeBCTBeHHUIIA. Sl HU4Yero He Aenar... Hy... YTo-HuOynb He Tak ¢ To6ou. Her..." co3HaHUE
TIOTYCKHEo, ¥ Korfa Moito 3aKoHYHIa 3T0 IpefioKeHNe, ee JIMIO0 3aCTPAN0 B Gacceiide, ee TeNo
CJlerKa IJIaBajio Ha TOBEPXHOCTU BOMHL......

"o Ho... do Ho..." B TeMHOTE, 3HAKOMBIN I'OJIOC HAa3BaJjl €e uM4.



OTKprBaﬂ I'lla3aq, B €€ I'lla3aX OTPA3MuJINCE JIMIla €€ Jeld U MaTEepPH. ",HGJIYH.IKB, MaMa, Te MbI?

"VBHI, Hac Bcex yOun Mukamo, a Temepb... Mbl Ha Hebecax.

"Het! [lemymika, mama!" Cupst BHe3amHo, Moiio mocMoTpesia Ha ce0sl B TaHUKEe Ha He3HaKOMOoe
OKpYXKeHUe.

Bce, 4T0 MOXKHO OBITIO YBUAETD, 3TO XKEHIMHA CPENHUX JIeT, HaKJIOHUBIIasCA Hapg co00ii, Ka3anoch
ObI, 4YTO-TO OCMAaTPHBas, B TO BpeMs Kak ee HUKHSS ITOJIOBMHA He Oblna ofieTa B KyCOK focmexa: "dTo
THL Jenaems?! "

"Mucc, moxanyiicTa, He OBUTauTeCh, 3TO MUCTep MMnepuan npuka3aa HaM IpuexaTh U IPOBECTH
OCMOTp 3a Bac."

Mucrtep Posi... Posgn Ao Tuan? Tak Tel He yMep? "ThHl 4TO, YTO THL IPOBEPSIELIL?"

"Tlo mpuKa3y Muctepa MUKOTO, TPOBEPLTE, B BCE ellle ITeHell, Mucc. KpoMe Toro, Te6s1 TONMHKO 4TO
peaHuMHUpOBAJIY, Tak 4TO Tebe JTydllle OTAOXHYTh".

Co 3ByKOM "cykHA", ee TeJo ciabo ymaao Ha KpoBaTh, ¥ OHA YCTaBUIACh Ha IIOTOJIOK C OTKPBITHIMU
rja3amy, CJe3bl MeJIeHHO CTEKAMIIye 10 yrilaM ee Ias.

Hukorma He YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO TaK XOPOILIO OBITH KUBBIM, IIO3TOMY OBITIO TaK 3aXBaThIBAIOLIE TTPOUTH
TI0 KPYTY Y BOPOT-IIPH3paKa.

I/IMHepaTOpCKI/IfI Ao TuaH OBIT CIIMIITKOM OIlaceH, CIMIIKOM OnaceH. Bce, 4To OH genan B OOBIYHBIN
OEHD, OBIIIO IIpoCTO HpI/ITBOpCTBOM?

Her, xex, mogymariTe o cMepTH 3TOro mpeacenarens Ogilvy; mogymaiiTe o cMepTH Tex youiitl,
YyeJl0BeK, KOTOPHIM MOXKeT 3abpaTh KU3HU OPYTUX Tak JIETKO JOJIXKHEL UMETh IbSIBOILCKOE CEPAILIE.

Bce, 4T0 Kacanoch ero HOpMaabHOM XKU3HHU, ObIJIO MIPaBaO0i; HO YOUICTBEHHEIM, KaKUM OH OBIJI, OH
Toxe Obln mpaBmoi. IIpocTo, oH myMas 06 3TOM YesloBeKe CIIMIIKOM IIPOCTO, eT0 CepAlle OOJIKHO
OBITH TOPA3/0 CI0XKHEee, YeM Te OObIYHEIE JIIOMY, C KOTOPHIMU OH cBsizancs! maxke ®su Ysns U
OLIeHUJI, YTO 3TO He OBIJI0 Jaxke OfHOM AeCITOM TaKoiul CII0KHOCTH, Kak y uMmieparopa Ao TSHb.

"He MoxeT OBITh, UTOOHI TH HE 3HAJ, OTKyHa oH, MMnepaTopckuit Ao TuaH, u3, Tl paboTaelb C HUM
cenyac, 9TO BCe PaBHO, YTO BeCTH Bonka B goM! [laxke otelrr @51 YsHb U, CTapuK C TOBOILHO
O0IbIIMM OIBITOM, OBLIT HEPSIIJIUB II0 TPEM ITyHKTaM 00 MiMmepaTopckoM Ao TsiHb, YTO IIOKa3alo,
HACKOJIbKO OH OBIJT y2KaceH.

IMomoxnu!



Bunpg Yennai ckasaj, 4To oH paboTan ¢ MmnepaTtopckuM I'opgocTeio? XOTsI OH TaKKe CKa3all
CBOEMY OTIly, YTO He CKPYIIyJIe3HO OTHOCUTCS K UMIiepaTopckoMy Ao TsHb, HO... BULE JIU OH
HaCTOSILIAN UMIepaTopCcKuu Ao TSHb UK HET!

"Xopor1ro. Mucc, 0cMOTp 3aKOHYEH, s [aM pe3ynbTaThl MucTepy MMnepckomy". 2KeHmyHa cpegHux
neT Hagena ofexny ois do fdo. [ToBepHyncs u yxke coOUpancs yXOOUTh.

"Tlomoxpu, T€Ts, Mauk... Maiik-Ao TuaH cHapyxu?"

"Hy, mucrep Poiian B gene."

[Tocne ToOro, KaK KeHIMHa CPeIHUX JIeT CKa3ania 3To, 10 o OGBICTPO BCTal C KpoBaTu: "MaM,
BO3bMUTE MeHS C co00i Ha BCTpeuy ¢ MuCTepoM MMiepuanom, Xxopoo?"

"Ma". Cka3aB 9T0, OHA IIOIIIa 3a TeTeH U BHIIIA U3 CIAJIbHU.

[TopusBIIMCEH Ha MUGTE, YTOOH MOOPATHCS 0 TOCTUHOM Ha IIEPBOM 3TaxKe, 3HaKOMOM CpefdH! Iepeq
Hell, OHa cpa3y e y3Haja, 4To 3To foM MmMnepatopa Ao TuaH, Buiia, KoTopas Obia
KOHCEPBATUBHOM CHaPYXKH U ITOCTPOEeHa Ha BEPIINHE XOJIMa.

"Muctep Mmnepuran, pe3yabTaThl 9KCIEPTHU3H OIMyOIMKOBaHEL "
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