"O? Ter u3 Jlourxu?"

"4, ... 51..." MepIaHue riia3 yCTaBUIOCh Ha 6e3bIMIHHYI0 FIMIIEpaToOpCcKyio TOPAOCTh, OHA CJIeTKa
yKycula HHXKHI0I0 Ty0y u 6pocunach B JIoHT LIy ¢ omHOrO I1ara. psfoM ¢ HUM, fepras 3a pyky: "4
nesylika Jlonr Lu".

Ha MruoBeHue 3aTOHYJIO TOJIBKO BelpaxXeHue Posn Ao TsHb, u nepsoe omylnenue Jloar Lu
3aKJII04aJIoCh B TOM, UTO Ha 3TOT pa3 eMy He II0BE3eT.

CMyTHO 0CcO3HaBasd, 4To {0 fFo mpomosxkan CXKUMATh PYKY, OH [OJIXKEH ObINT 00HATHL ee IIJIe40 TBEPHOM
KOKel roJioBel: "[la, HeBeCTKa, 3T0, 3T0 Mos [IeBymika". Xex, xex, 6occ Ao TuaH, He BUHUTE MEHS, O,
aTo cama JIyo dos0 cka3ana.

"Jlour LIy, 3a6epu MeHS..." TUXO yMOIAT fH0510.

Onuuanbi Ly orBetumn: "Ao TsHb, HEBECTKAa, CHaydaa s OOy Co CBoel meByIIKON. f Bac Goble He
nobecnoko." CKa3aB 9T0, OH OBICTPO IIOKKHYJ BUILITy BMecTe ¢ do fo.

"JTour He, Cio TOHT, BaM TOXKe ropa".

IIJ:[aII.

Bunna Bopyr 3atuxiia. C KOKeTIUBOM ynbIOKo# JIu MaiitoHb MeIeHHO MOALENHII 111el0 UMIlepaTopa
Ao Tsaus: "Ao TsHb, TeOe He KaXkeTcsl, YTo ofapyxkKa JIoHT LIy XopoIo eMy MOAXonuT? ITO BCe TaK
MUIo".

"Xex, Tak TH JyMaelllb, s IOAX0XKY 3TOMYy MaJIeHbKOMY ITapHo?"

"Hy, THI e CTBUTEIbHO He 3HAellb CBOEr0 BKycCa, He Tak Nu? Kak Thl MOXKeIllb UHTEPEeCOBaTLCI
MaJleHbKUMU JeBouKaMu?" JIu MoiiioHb CKa3all, 4TO IIOATalKuBaeT KOHYMK HOCa uMmeparopa Ao
TaHB.

OH 37106HO0 yIBIOHYTICS U Me[JIeHHO B35y JIu MaliioHa 3a pyKy: "Pa3Be TOT YaCTHHINA JETEKTHB,
KOTOPOTO BHI HAIIlJIX, HE CKa3aJl BaM, YTO 9TOT MaJIeHbKUH MMapeHb... 3T0 Mo mo0oBHUK?!" C aTUM
€ro rjla3a IOTEMHEH, U ero 0oJIbIlasd pPyKa IIOCTENEeHHO TOJIKHYJIA.

"Bonp". JIu MauoHb IOYYBCTBOBaJIa, YTO KOPOJIEBCKUY A0 TSHb BOT-BOT pa3gaBUT €€ PYKY, U
IIOCIIEIINIIa BEITALIUTE €e.

HeckonbKo IHeN Ha3af YaCTHHIM IeTEKTUB Oajl eil POTo 3TO AeBYIIKH, B TO BpEMS OHa 04eHb
COMHeBaJIacCh B IIOAJIMHHOCTH 9TOT0 CHUMKaQ, HO ceridac Royal Ao Tian [Tpusnatscs camoMy, Torga
KaXeTcsl, 4YTOo Bce mpaBpaa. "Ao TuaH, T, €C/IU T yKe 3Haelllb, YTO 5 ULy KOro-HuOyIb, YTOOH!



TpoBefaTth Te0s, TO MOYEMY, ITOUEMY TH TOJIBKO YTO UTPA CO MHOMK?"

"Xex, Thl TAaK HPABUIILCS 3TOM MaJIEHbKOU IITY4YKe, YTO, KOHEUHO, 1 AOJIKEH IPUAyMaTh, Kak
3aCTaBUTh ee y3HATh IIpaBay."

Tonbko Torga JIu MaiitoHb OHST, ToYeMy uMmiepaTop Ao TsHb celiyac BefeT ce0s1 TakK HEXKHO,
YyBCTBYSI, YTO OH UCIOIb3yeT ee! "T'opmocTs, 4..."

"Maton". [IoMHI0, KaK OffHaKOHl I CIIPOCUII Tebsi, 3Haelllb JIX Thl, I0YeMy Thl Oblla TOM XKEHIIUHOH, C
KOTOPOU s 0CcTasnach fosblile Bcex". JIanoHb ee PYKU IIOTIafiuiia ee YepHble BOJIOCHL.

Teno JIu MalioHS cnerka B3APOTHYJIO U KeCTKO KUBHYJO: "3Hau, 3Hau".

"Ecmnu THI 3HaeElb, TOTHa ThHI BCE ellle Jefaellb TaKue Bellly, KOTOpPhle MeHs pa3fapaxawmT? A?!"
Bonpimas pyka SpoCTHO CXBaTHJla €€ YepHBIE BOJIOCH], KPaCHUBOE 3J7I0€ M TEMHOE JIUL0 MEJIEHHO
CKJIOHUJIOCH K Heu: "Eciiu BBl XOTUTE Cpa3y XKe pacCTaThCs, IPOCTO IPOJOJIXKalTe fejlaTh 9TO OJIs
MeHs! Oranu! Youpaiics!"

B ToT MOMEHT, KOTia OHa OTIycTuiaa pyky, Jlu Maii FOHb pa3peiganace: "[Ipoctute, ['opmaocTs, g
obeIra, YTO 3TOro OOJIbIIEe He IIOBTOPUTCS, BEePHO?.."

"Voupatics".

“TopmocTs..."

"MD>iit0H, 1 He X04y IIOBTOPSATH B TPETUU pa3".

[Ipocnenus 3a KoposeBCKUM Ao TSHB B TeueHUe OYTHU ABYX jeT, JIu Mau FOHb 3HaeT 0 cBoEM
XapakTepe, ¥ KOrAa Jejio JOXOOUT [0 3TOr0 MOMeEHTa, KOpoaeBCcKoe Ao TSHb HEBO3MOXKHO
Pa3BepPHYTh. €C/IM OHU OYOYT MPOMOIKaTh TOBOPUTH, TO Cpa3y ke paccTaHyTcs. K coxaneHuio, y Hee€
He ObIT0 BEIOOPa, KPOMe KaK MPUKPHITH JIULO U YUTH. ...

[Topn conpoBoxpaenueM JIour Llu, o o BepHynace qOMOM, Cle3bl, KOTOPLIE HE MOTJIU IIepecTaTh
CTeKaTh II0 ee IIeKaM.

"IMHB-TOH, TUHb-OOH, TUHb-TOH.

Bropyr 3a3BOHMII JBEPHOM 3BOHOK, ¥ OHa CBEPHYJIaCch Ha WBaHe, KaK Oy[ATO HUYETro He CIIBIIIaa,
BBITHPAS CJIEe3Hl. YKe HEeBaXKHO, KTO OBIT Y IBEPH.

"IleTKa, THI OSITh UTPAEIIh CO MHOM B IPUTBOPCTBO, UTO TeOs HET moMa?"



C3apu paspancs ronoc Posn Ao TuaH, oHa OBICTPO BEITEpTIA CI€3bl U TOBEPHYyIach Ha3ap: "Thl, 94TO
THI 3[I€Ch feflaelsb?". Pa3Be OH He [OJKeH ObITh ¢ JIu M3iI0HOM B 3TO BpeMs?

"Hy? 4 npumuia gath Tebe OuneTs Ha KOHLEPT JIu Maii BaH, TH ITpaBpa He xodelrs moiTu?" Posinm Ao
TraH cupen psAmoOM C HeX CO 37101 yIIBIOKOM.

“To1 ciumikoM MHOro!" Crie3sl, KOTOPEE OHA TOJIBKO YTO CAep2KUBasa, BCIBIXHYJIM CHOBA, U OHA
B3TJISIHYJIa Ha HEr0 C HeHABUCTHIO: "¢ Oosblile HUKOTHA He Oyny MOKIOHHUKOM JIu M3IoHS, a Takxke
He morimeT Ha ee KOHIEPT."

9TO UMEHHO TO, 4ero xoresa Mmmneparopckas ropnocts! "Temneps TEH ee HeHaBUAUIIL?"

"Het". Pa36aBuB KUCJIbIe ClIe3kl BO PTY ¥ HOCY, OHa 3a[J0XHYJIach: "ITO TO, YTO s OOJIbIle He
3acnykuBalo ObITh ee MOKJIOHHUKOM! ThHI Iepexoauilb 4epTy, HO S AyMalo, 4To i elre OobIie
nepexoxy uepty! Bombille Bcero s HeHaBUXKY JTIOO0BHUITY, HO 51 HUKOTIa HE AyMara... f Temepb
moboBHMIA. Kak MHe [0 CUX ITOP CTHIHO OBITH IMOKJIOHHUKOM JIu MaiitoHsg?"

C Toro MOMeHTa, Kak oHa 3actaja OsH-UYsHbH, pa3roBapuBaloIIero ¢ APyrou XKeHIMHON, OHa IIPOCTO
HeHaBHeJla Bcex JII0OOOBHUII Ha CBeTe, HUKOTa He 3a0bIBajia 0 MPOKJIATUH, KOTOPOe ObIo Ha JIu
HoppmuHre B TO BpeMs, KaxkeTCs, 4YTO yepe3 2 Tofa 3TH MPOKJISITHS 00PyIIaTCs Ha Hee CaMO.

Cne3bl caM0OOBUHEHUS TTaflaly OOUH 3a JAPYTHUM, OTpakeHHbIe B I'Ta3ax umnepartopa Ao TsaHb
HACTOJIbKO MPOHUYHEI, YTO OH He OXKHJIaJ, YTO 9Ta MeJI0Yh 3alljlaueT u3-3a CaMOOOBHUHEHHUS, U3-3a
YYBCTBA BUHEI 3@ TO, YTO ITepPecTast MOKIOHIThCS JIu Mait KOHb, myMart, 4To OHa MOXKeT OBITh ITIOTOMY,

Yeprt! [Taxke y HETO eCTh MOMEHTHI 2KanoCcTu K cebe! "Thl fomKeH ObITT OBITH TOTOB K TOMY, UTO ¥ MEHS
OymeT meByIIKa C TOTO MOMEHTa, KakK s IOMpPOoCusl Te0st OBITh MOUM JTF0O0BHUKOM, MaJIbiil."

"Ho g He gyMmas, 4To Tkl Oygemrs TaKuM yejoBekom!?"

"Takxke?" 'ma3a Posn Ao Tuan noBepHynuch: "KTo emie? TBoM OBIBIINI apeHb?"

E€ ceparle He0OBSICHUMO KOJIOTUIIOCH, OHA 3afiyIIniia CIe3bl B HOCY U IpolrenTasna: "Tel Befb 3HaEIIb
3TO, HEe Tak yu?"

KoHeuHO, OH 3HAeT, OH MOXKeT HUKOTa He 3a0bITh, YTO [IBa TOfa Ha3al OHa Ha3BaJjla ero "CTapuuM
OpaToM" M paccKasaja eMy O TOM, YTO el U3MeHUII ee OBIBINNY NapeHb. Temeps o Hore. "Hy, B TaKOM
Cly4ae, Tl C OOJIbINIEN BEPOSITHOCTHIO CMOXKEIIh ITPUBLIKHYTh KO BCEMY 3TOMY, He TaK JTU? MyKUYUHBI
Takue".

Yyurs cobaubsi! B aTOM Mupe ecTh IpelaHHbIe, XOPOLINe JTI0AU, OHU NOMXKHEL ObIThH! "MUKano, eciu...
OOHAXK[HL I CMOTY BEpHYTh Te0e 3TU NeHbI'H, Thl CMOXKEITh T0PaHbIlle pa30PBaTh CO MHO JTI0O0BHEIE



OoTHOIIeHuI"?

"He mory!" I'my60oK0 3amMepaIiine Ina3a, OH HeXKHO OTPYOHI e 4elltoCTh U MPayHO CKa3all:
"MariblliKa, eciu 51 He YCTaHy UTpaTh ¢ TOOOM, Thl HUKOTTIa He MOIYYUIlh OT MEeHSI HU OOHOU Belu".
Pyku noGera!"

Cny1as BIaCTHHEM TOH uMmnepatopa Ao TsHS, oHa 3Haa, YTO ee Mpockba HUKOTrOa He OymeT
BHITIOJIHEHA. "Torma Moxelrs moo0enaTs MHe... TPOBOAUTE OobIie BpeMeHu ¢ Jlu MaitonoMm? U He
IIOKa3bIBall Hallld OTHOIIEHUS 1epen Hel, nagHo? [loxanyuicra".

Pazo3nuncs! Pasgpaxaet! Pazgpaxaet! Posn Ao Tuas celiyac 04eHb X04YeT 3aAyIIUTh 3Ty MeJI0Yb.
9T0 OB IEPBHIA Pa3, KOT{a OH YBUAEI, KaK KaKasi-TO JKeHIUHA IIOATATKUBaEeT cebs K Apyron
xkeHmmmHe. "Xopoiuo, 51 obemaio Te6e. Ho Th ke nmomMuuins! Thl caM chenan 3Ty Ipock0y, He xKael 00
atom!" OTIIyCTUB PyKy, KOTOpas 06pyOumna e mogbopofoK, OH OBICTPO MOKUHYJ BUJLY C XOJIOAHBIM
JTUTIOM.

"¢ He moxkaneto 06 aTom!" Illym OTBaIMIICS, ¥ OHA YCTAaBUIAaCh Ha OMHO MECTO B 3aMeIIaTeIbCTBE.
Tpu roga... Korga, 4epT BO3bMHU, 3TO BCE€ PABHO 3aKOHUMUTCS!

Ha cnepgytotee yTpo.

JIrogu B opuce ®HaAHCOBOTO JelapTaMeHTa 3aTyMaHeHH!: "Bce KOHYeHO, THEM OCTaHaB/IMBaETCS
BpEMsI, HO C TeX II0P, KaK JeHbI'W U3 TPaCTOBOT0 GPoHOa OBIIM BI0KEHH B HeT HUKaKOTo yIy4lieHus
mmocie akmui YauroH A, 4To HaM genaTth?"
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