"OTtmycTy, KTO TH, oTIycTH MeHs". o do 6bu1 HacumbHO BTAHYT OysaHoM L[3uiryaHeM B KapaBaH.
TomnbKO mocne 9Tou 3anucu oHa yBugena OsH YeHss, CUOAIIero B MaliHe: "Thl CKa3all 9TO’
PBIKEHBKOU IIPUBE3TUA MEHA?"

"Tamysi, g mogoxkny Teb0s y oBepu."

"Yto xk, Gornbiroe cracubo, 3ukcyaH".

Ha sToT pa3 He OBL710 HEOOXOIUMOCTH HaxKe CIIPpAIIMBATB, CIIylIad WX PA3rOBOP, OHA 3HAJI4d, 9YTO 3TO
caoeian BeTpHHOI;I Yenwu, TOIBKO TeIlepb ey I0Ka3aocCh, YTO OHa CHOBA BCTPETHIIa HErogsisd.

Korpa OysaH Li3pimyans Beien u3 Mamunel, ®o8 Ysnes Y nocMoTpen Ha fo o, cTosiiero y gsepu Ha
PacCTOSIHWHU, U UTPUBO YIBIOHYIICS: "[loporoi do Ho, Tak mo3gHo! OnacHoO XOOUTH 110 AOPOTE B
omuHOYKY. YTo crnyuunocs? [Imadems nporynaTeca? MoxKeT OBITE... f TONBKO BYepa 3aKOHUYUIIA
TOBOPUTH, YTO TBOM "XKeHUX", HaBepHOe, Oonee "OpaTCKuit", yeM s, a MOTOM OH Tebe 3To JoKa3as?"

O6s3aTenbHo? Heyxkenu YeuyeHCKOMY BETPY IIPHUIIIOCH HCIIONH30BaTh TaKKe KUCIIbIE CJIOBa, YTOOR
nopopBaTh cebs? "Thl 3akoHYUN? 4 BHIMAY, KOTa 3aKOHYY".

"Unu croga!"

OnsTh XKe, 3TO OILIyIIeHWe KOMaH0BaHus, KOTOpOe Kpriajl HeoTpa3uMbIi, UMIepaTopcKkui Ao TaHb
Obln TakuM Xe, Kak 1 ®oH YsHb U, ¢ Hee mercTBUTENbHO XBaTUT! [ToBOpaunBasi, OHa KakK pas3
cobupasnack HOTSHYTHCS OO OBEPU MAIIWHHIL.

"Pa3Be THI He CIBIIAJA, KaK g Benen Tebe mpuiitu cioga?!" CnoBa PUHHE OTCTaNu, ¥ CO CTPEIIKOH,
Betep Yen U Brilen Buepeq, MOTSIHYB ee BHU3 Ha [IUBaH.

"MMM". X0JTOmHBIHM IIOT CTEKAJ 0 yIi1y j10a, ¥ OHa 3aryIliuiia BopuyaHue, KOTha MOKpPhIBasa JIOMBIKKY
oT 60oJIH.

Tonbko Torga Bung YeHHaM MOHSI, YTO YTO-TO HE Tak: "BBIBUXHYIT TOOBIKKY?"

"He BonHy#cs 00 aTom!"

"Korga TH ero mepekpytun?" OH cnerka mpucen nepen Kispu U 0CTOPOKHO CKUMAJ ¥ JIONBIKKY.

"¢l ckasan, He BonHyMCsS 00 aToM!"

"Jlyo fo..." THEB, KOTOPBIA OPOCUIICS B BEPXHIOIO YaCTh €€ I'0JIOBHI OBIIIO OYeHb TPYOHO MOnaBuTh, ®3H
Ysup M 6eCIIOMOIIHO XMYPHUJIICS ¥ OCTOPOXKHO CHSIJI C Hee MSITKU HOCKOB.



"TBI, YTO THI Aejaeun?"

"OTa HOora ckpy4yeHa?" OH MATKO CKPYTHUJI €U JIOABIXKKY.

"MwmMm. BonsHO, 60/IBHO".

"Ecnu Tebe 60IBHO, TH JOIKEH IIPOCTO CHOETh IOMa U BOCCTAHABIMBATh CHUIHL, TaK?" Betep YenHau
CIy4YalHO BCKPHUI IIKa(UUK B rapaxe U BHITALIUI KOPOOKY € nekapcTBaMu: "K c4yacThio, B MallluHE
eCTb JieKapcTBa". [IogHAB ee HOT'Y, OH CeJl U HEXXHO BHITEP Ma3b Ha ee HOTY.

OTa c1ieHa, KaK OyOTO HECKOJIBKO JIET Ha3af, OHa CKPYyTHUsa HOTY, ¥ OH HaKa3hIBaJjl ee 3a ee
HeOPEeKHOCTh, B TO 2Ke BPEMS OCTOPOXKHO IIPUMEHSS JIeKapCTBa K Hel. 4 He oxKupma, 4To yepe3
CTOJIbKO JIET OH OCTaHeTCs mpexHuM, na? "Croacubo... cnacu6o." C TpyCTHEIMHU TJIa3aMH,
cofepxkaumMu cabyio 01arofapHOCTh, OHa yNIBIOHYIach B TyCKJIOHN YIBIOKE, KOTa CMOTpesa Ha
KpacCHBOe JIUI0, KOTOPOe aKKypaTHO JIEUUIIO ee.

"Xopormo. B cnepyromuii pa3, He OyOb Takoii..." B TOT MOMEHT, KOTJa OHa MOAHSJIa TOJI0BY, IATh
OTIIEYaTKOB ITa/IbIIEB Ha JIEBOM CTOPOHE ulla Lo fo OblTK 4eTKO oTpaxkeHH B rina3ax ®ax Ysnsb U,
"mypuanue”. B oOWH MUT €ro B3IJIAL CTal HeCpaBHEHHO XOJIOOHEIM: "PaHEl Ha TBOEM JIULE... OH
ymapui tebs?!"

C Tyrum ceppueM, fo fo momco3HaTeNnbHO MPUKphLIa eku: "Het! Cnacubo... cmacubo 3a
JIeKapCTBa... ... 1 YUy IepBeIM".

"Jlyo fo do!" Pyku, Kpenko cxkaThle Ha pykKax: "Ckaxu MHe! OH ygapun tebs?!"

"HeT, HET, He coBceM!"

"MoxeT OBITh, ThI CMOZKEITh 00MaHyTh KOT'0 YTOIMHO CBOEM JT0XKbI0. HO MBI BMECTE CO CpeHe! IIKOJIH,
IIOYTH TPU T'Ofla BMeCTe, IyMaelllb, s ToBepio Tebe?" Tsxkenoe BHTATHBAHUE PYKH....

OHa MTHOBEHHO IIPEITHYJIA B 3HAKOMEIE U TEIIJIbIE 06'BHTI/I${, TOJIBKO YTOOBI O6Hapy}KI/ITb, 4TO OH,
Ka3aJiIoCk, T0Pa3ao0, ropa3no CUJIbHEE, YEM 2 rofia Ha3af, ropasno, ropa3go Ooree HaJeXKHBbIM.

Cnessl, comepkKalrecs B HUXKHEN YacTH ee Ceplla, He MOTYT He YUTH, OHa Ha CaMOM [eJie Tak He B
COCTOSIHUHY YCTOSITh ITepen 9TUM 00bsaTHeM. Vi, BO3MOKHO, M3-3a IaBJIEHUS CO CTOPOHEI
uMIepaTopa Ao TsHb CITUIITKOM MHOTO.

[TpaBma, Korfa oHa IMOATMcaa TI000BHEM KOHTPAKT, OHa Obljla TOTOBa BCTpeTUThCA ¢ Royal Ao Tian.
B KoHIle KOHIIOB, Y€JI0BEK, KOTOPHIM MOXKET CUMIETh B II0JI0KEHUH TaHTCcTepa, 6e3yCI0BHO, He
XOPOIINM YeJIOBEK M HafleXKHas XKeHIIIWHA, ¥ OH [0 CUX IIOP SBISETCS IMYHOCThI0 OM3HEC MarHaTa.
VimmepaTtopckuit Ao Tuax o6iafan MPeBOCXOTHBIMY CPEACTBAMY ¥ MO3TaMH.



OpmHaxo...

Y aToro uemoBeka ORI CITUIITKOM BCIIBUTBYUBEIN XapaKTep, U OHa Obljla MeHCTBUTEILHO OecCruIbHa
6opoThcs ¢ 9TUM. Bonee Toro, oHa He IMMOHKWMala, TOYEMY OH IIPaBUIBHO KWCIIOIL30Ball TAKTUKY
Maduu. Konegno! Yrto cuenano ee eile 0ojiee HeIPUEMJIEMOM, TaK 3TO TO, UTO €€ CUIOMUHYTHas
XUTPOCTh 3aCTaBUIa YeJ0BeKa... YOUTBH!

"fo fAo". 'napgs Ha ee IrPyLIEBUIHOE JIULO, OH MeAJIEHHO cKa3asl: "OH, KTO 9T0?".

He Mory cka3aTs... He MOT'y CKa3aThb... JOPOTa TBOS, U THI IOJIXKEH ee 3aKOHYMUTh! "He crparmnuBai,
nmagHo?"

Kak OH MOT He CIPOCHUTH? XOOJHEIE PYKH HEKHO JTaCKaly ee u30UTHIe U OMyXIIKe meKu, 60Ib B
rJla3ax [eperojHe s, ¥ OH IPOCTO 3HaJI, YTO BUMS ee U3[eBaTeNbCTBa, ero Cepmaile OymeT Tak
0oBHO!

Pyka, nackas ee 11Ky BAPYT OCTAHOBUIICS, OOMBIION Iasiell yAapui 10 3TUM KpacHEIM r'y6aMm,
oYapoBaTeIbHEIE TJIa3a MPOBHUCAIOT, KPACHUBOE JIUI0 MTOCTEIIEHHO CKIIOHSIETCS K Hew.

"Beli, Gell" cepille MepPTBOi CEPoii MPHITHYI0 OBICTPEE, 3TO YYBCTBO OBIJIO IIOX0XKE Ha TO, KaK KOrma
oHH BmoOuHuCh. OHA He MOTJIa He 3aKPHITh I'/Ta3a, IPUBETCTBYS €r0 MbSHSNIUHN IOETyH.

"MaribiliKa, IpUYrHa, 10 KOTOPOU 51 0armyio Tebs B 3TU OHU, B TOM, 4YTO g AyMaio, 4To Te yMHag". Ho!
Jlyyiie He yMHUYay U He 3a0bIBail, KTO TH TaKOu!

"He 3a0nIBaii, KTO THI!

CnoBa kopois Ao TssHb SPpOCTHO peBepOepUpPoOBaIy, Kak Marudeckoe 3aKIMHaHue, U KOTOa UX T'yObl
BOT-BOT KOCHYTCS, {10 Zlo BAPYT OTKpHIIA I'Jla3a ¥ I0CO3HATEIbHO OTTOJIKHYJIAa ero OT ce0sl.

B MruoBseHnme oka TeMIepaTypa B KapaBaHe, Ka3aJ0Ch, 3aMep3Jia, U HeKHOCTh, COfepKalllasics B
rna3ax ®an Ysub Y, Oblyta BHE3AHO 3amIpelneHa ocTphIM cBeToM: "fo do, aTo Korma Te gaxe
ayMmaelrs o HeM!"

[Tepexn Wind Chennai, oHa Oblsia Kak Mpo3payHbIi YeJIOBEK, BTSN U IBUKEHME, KOTOPOE MOXKET
OBITH TPOH3UJIK KOPEeHb Bcero, 4To 0H. OHa [eMCTBUTEIHHO He 3Hajla, KaK OTBETUTh Ha 3TOT BOIIPOC?

OueBupnHo, 4yTO OoTHOIIEHHUS ¢ Royal Ao Tian Ovnu TpocTo M1060BHUKOM 0€3 JTI00BY, HO He MOTJIU
COBEPIINUTH NIPefaTeNnbCcTBO. Ecnu Obl He OH, JedyLIK He Obl0 OBl ceiidyac B JKMBHIX; eCyiu Obl HE OH,
BO3MOZKHO, OH ObIJI OBl OJIET B TPSI3HOE TEJIO II0Cciie Toro aykiuoHa! Ecnu Ol He OH... r7ie Obl OH
OKa3ajcs B 3ToM Gape?



"f1... He mpenam ero". Bpocus rna3a, oHa He OCMeIuiIach MO3BOHUTH Bunay YeHHato, 4YTOOH YBULETh
BUHY B ee Ijla3ax, 4YTo CJIyYMUJIOCh? UTO 37eCh IPOUCXOOUT, e Tak Kainb O3H Ysup U!

"Hoito, ckaxu MHe, Tebe HpaBUTCS, KOTa ¢ TOOOM Tak oOpallaioTcs MyKUMHEI, He Tak JTu?"

[Toguas T'OJIOBY, 3HAKOMOE€ JIMIIO IIepe[ Hel CTaJI0 HeCKOJIbKO He3HAKOMBIM ¥ TEMHBIM B TaHHBIN
MOMEHT, 1 BOKPYI' HE€ OXBAaTUJIO CTPAHHOE YyBCTBO CTPaxa.

"Momnyanue" o3HaudaeT corjiacue? B TakoM ciy4ae..." yIJibl €70 pTa U30THYTH B KOHIEHCUPYIOLIEUCS
KPUBOH, caTaHWHCKas yIe0Ka B TyCKJIOM CBeTe 3acTaBuiia ero [IpoxaHue.

"Her... HeT... HeT!"

B y3kKoM mpocTpaHCTBe Ha MMojTy ObII0 pa3bpocaHo HECKOJIBKO O/ B IPSI3HONM MaHepe; Ha JUBaHe
PYKH KEHIITMHE OBUTH KPEeIIKO 00ePHYTH BOKPYT TalICTYKa, a ee 0eJtoe Telo MPOoHoJIKaao KPYTUThCS
1 O0pPOJIOCH, HO OHO KA3aJI0Ch TAKMM TOHKUM U CJIa0OBIM.

TonoBa My>K4uHH Obl/Ia IPUKPEIJIEHA K ee TepefHed 4acTHu.. ...

"H-nert... @31 Ysub Y, ornyctu MeHs! Cne3b ¢ MeHs!" BenocHexkHoe nmuio, OyOb TO U3-3a THEBA WK
3aCTEHYMBOCTH, ITOCTEIIEHHO ITOKPHIBAJIOCH CJI0EM IIPUATHOM KPAaCHOU OLIMKH.

Myx4rHa TPOUTHOPUPOBAJI €€ PeB, KaX[blil ee yaoap, Kak 3JeKTPUUEeCKUM TOK, 3aCTaBIISIET ee
IPOXKAaTh.
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