Yraw ero PTa IMOOXBATHUIIN OPA3HAIIYIO YHI:I6Ky, d JIaJOHb HAaMEPEHHO nu3berana ee CIIPaBEOJINBOCTH.

"®y..." B3m0oX 00€TYEeHNS BHYTPH, HO B CIIEAYIOIIYIO CEKYHY....

Y aTa OecrnokoiiHas pyka yOusa B OTBET....

"Tr1, xM." TITOTHO MypJIbIKas 110 yTiIaM ee T'y0, OHa IOKphIJIach 00UION U CMOTpPeEIa Ha 3/IYI0 YIIBIOKY
umiepatopa Ao TsHbE.

[Touemy oH Bcerpma 6bi1 TakuM? Ha3wiBas ce6st mpocTo ¢ 061eryeHreM U Cpa3y XKe HalpsaraThCs
CHOBa, He[leJlio 3a HefeJiel, TOCTOSTHHO ToBops cefe, YTOOH XKUTh B COCTOSTHUY CTpaxa, IJI0Xoro!

PYKI/I, HaKOHEI, OCTaBUIIN 061/IJ'IbHy1-O CIIpaBenJINBOCTh, 1 OHa CMOTI'JIa HEMHOI'O paCCHaGI/ITBCH.

Tem He MeHee, PYKHU IIOCTEIIEHHO BLEICJIEZKKBAJIU €€ CIIUHY....

"HeT, MHe He HYXHO... MHE He HyKHO MBITLCH... 9TO..." ee TeJI0 OPOTHYJIO C TPEIIeTOM, U OHa
3auKaace.

"O, meTKa, TH TOYHO rpsi3Hasi MaJieHbKas KOIIeYKa, 1 IT0X0XKe, YTO Ha 3TOT Pa3 MHE MPUAETCS
HEMHOT'0 TIOMHITH 3a Te0s". Cka3aJsl, YTO OOHOM PYKOH....

4o flo HepBHO MMOKayYaJsa rojoBoi: "Mory nu s MOMBITE ee cama? [loxkanyicTa, CKaXuTe MHe, YTOORI
s1 TIOMBIJI ero cam".

"Kak Tl MOXKeIlb MOMBIThCS?" ['7Ty00KO MOTeMHEBIINE TIIa3a.....

"MMMM". OHa 3acTaBuIa KpaCUBHIM PyMsHeIl 3aKPHITh ee MaJIeHbKOe JIUII0, U ee T0JI0Ba ellle 0OJIblIle,
TaK KaK OHa IIPHCJIOHUIACh K €ro IJieyy.

MensieHHO, masbIllbl Ha4Yau. ...

"Hy... IOCTAQTOYHO... JOCTATOYHO YKUCTO, He TakK nu?!" bosich, 4To oHa OyAeT BKYC, UTO 3a0LIBUKBHIH,
IJIaBallye YyBCTBa, OHA YMOJISl/Ia ero riasa.

B atot momeHT TonbKO MMniepaTopckuii Ao ['eHuii 3Hasl, KaK PacIyTHO TeIlephb BHITTISOUT €€
BbIpaXkeHMe, ITapa CIe3JIUBHIX I'7la3 C KeHCKUM o0asgsHueM, Oerbix 1 HeKHBIX. [Ileku miaBanu co
cnabBIM pyMsiHIIEM. OMOLKXOHANBHO, TYOsl Posin Ao TvaH mOMUHUDPYIOT Hap ee rybamu.

"MMM". I3HaYaNbHO XKeJas YKIOHUThCS, HO CBOOOHAs pyKa IIPUKasa 3aThIIOK, OHa MOTJIA JIUIIh
Me[JIEHHO HaclaXAaThCs 9TUM BHE3AIIHBEIM IIOLENIyEM.



BCKOpe o do IIOYYBCTBOBAJIA TOJIBKO IIOCTEIIEHHOE Pa3MsAT4YeHUE. PYKI/I, KOTOPEIE ITOOOEPXKHUBAIN
ee, TaKXKe MeJJIEHHO paCCHa6HHHI/ICb.

3axBaTuUB HYKHBIN MOMeHT, Posn Ao Tuas....

"Hy!" Iloxoxe Ha peakuuio, 3payku 4o {0 pacIIupuinuce U IOTPSACIIN ee TeJI0 C TPECKOM.

Co 3moi#t ynei0koi, Royal Ao Tian 06HSII ee Taauu CO CMEPTEIbHON XBAaTKOM, UTO Jie/laeT
HEBO3MOXKHEIM M1 Hee 6eXKaTh.

"000..." 3ByK COPOTUBIIEHHUS OBl 00BSIBIIEH BHE 3aKOHA KPUKOM.

Royal Ao Tian, koTopas meryctTupoBajia apoMar ee pTa CO BKyCOM, MeJJIEHHO OTKPHLTI I'Jla3a u
BPEMEHHO 3aKOHYUJI IoIennyu: "UTo TH ITavyems?".

"Kak Tl MOT TaK IIOCTYIIUTD, ThI K€ SICHO CKa3aJl, YTo He Oymellb Ha MEHS OaBUTh... HO..."

"9T0 mpaBma, YTO S He HAPYIIUI CBOero obellanus, JeTKa, HO pa3Be Tl CaM ero He HHUIIMHPOBA?
Kpome TOr0, 3TO HE OX0XKe Ha TO, YTO THl BXOLUIIE B IBEPL".

"f..." gyBcTBOBasa cebs HEJIOBKO, OHa phigajia fBakKObl, BRITUPAa Ce3bl U3 I'Mla3 ¥ yMosnsina: "4 He
X04y MBIThCSI, OTIIyCTUTE MeHs! ITo. [Toxkanyucra".

"Hy, 3TO Tak ke X0poLlIo, 1 3aKoHYUJI CTUPKY." CKa3as 3T0, KoposeBcKas ropaoCTh OTIIYCTUTIA €€,
YTOOBI BLIBECTH 13 BAHHHI.

OH... OH... OH He CKa3aJl, 4YTO TOJIbKO YTO IOMBIICS? Tak OH yxKe... yMbIIcs? 3acpaHerr!
VimmepaTopckuit Ao TuaH - mpocTo 60JbiIoi yOI0noK.

C ee 00MOYMBLIM B3TJISIIOM Ha €T0 CIIMHY, OHA Ha caMoM fejie 3a0biia n30exkaTh 3TOT0, U e€ Tila3a
OBITH JOCTATOYHO XOPOIIH, YTOOR CMOTPETh Ha MTPOH3UTENIbHEIE IIPAMEL Ha €r0 CIIMHEe, U TaM [axke
ObiT HeCKOJTBKO HIPaMOoB OBIIM ITOYTH CMEPTENIbHEIMU. JTO Y2KACHO... HEUCTBUTENIBHO YZKACHO....

W! 3ToT mIpaM Ha ero Tajiuu... OH BRITJIAMEN TaK CTPaHHO, KaK OyATO OH OB 00TOpes Uiy olmajeH
YeM-TO... 3TO BBITTIAAENIO OYeHb Cepbe3Ho. "MukKapao, ThHi..."

"Hy?" OH HaTSHYII T0JI0TeHIle, 00EPHY ero BOKPYT TaJluu U Me[JIeHHO BepHyycs: "dTo?".

"Tw1, pana Ha cnuse..."

Kak Tonpko do fo cka3an 3T0 HanoaoBuHy, B3raan UMnepatopa Ao THA MTHOBEHHO CTall



HeCPaBHEHHO MPAYHEIM.

OHa He MOrJIa He HapUCOBAaTh XOJIOOHEIM BO3AYX, KaKOe Y:KaCHOE BhIpaXkKeHue, 3T0 YTO-TO, O UeM
HeJb3s cIpamuBaTth? "Celyac He XKapKo OT Aylla, He Tak n1u? HaBepHOe, He TOoraa, KOorga s gyMaro
00 aTtoM. Kak Bofja MOKeT ObITH TaKOi ropsiuel, YTO CO MHOM He TaK, Y MeHS HeT 3[paBOr0 CMEICHIA, S
Ha4yMHalo TOBOPUTHL OECCBSI3HO, B BAaHHOM, HABEPHOE, CIIUIIKOM XKapKo! BBepx, monMKHO OBITh."

TummuHa...

Manenbkoe cepaiie Moiio 6b€Tcst MameHbKUM OapabaHoM, HaflesiCh UCII0Ib30BaTh CBOIO CUILY,
IPUTBOPSISICh AYPOM, YTOOBI CMEHUTH TEMY.

"Ecnu xkapKo, BEIXoou OBICTPO".

"A?" Ton ronoca Royal Ao Tian BepHYyJCS K CBOel IIpeKHeH 37101 KpacoTe, OHa Oblla OIIeIOMIIEH],
Ka3aJIoCh, YTO CMEHa TEMATUKM OblJIa YCIIEIIHOM ?

"¢ Tebst BEIHECY, maBait".

"HeT, Her..."

I'me ObI OH 0OpaTHI BHUMaHKME Ha Bo3paxkeHus Moio? CUITbHO BRITAILIUII €€ U3 BOIEI, 00epHY I
TIOJIOTEHIIEM BOKPYT TeJla ¥ MeJJIEHHO BBILIE] U3 BAHHOW KOMHATHI.

MoxHO0 OBIJIO IOUYBCTBOBATh, UTO OHA ApOKana B 00baATUAX Tena Posn Ao Tuas, 605Ch, UTO OH OymeT
MCTHUTb €# 3a TO, YTO OHA TOJILKO YTO Ceasia.

Hapmo cka3aTh, 4TO 3TOT LIpaM OeWCTBUTENbHO Obl MUHHBEIM ITosieM miist Royal Ao Tian, ecnu Obl He ee
OricTpas peakuusi, 60I0Ch, YTO C U3MEHUUBHEIM U 0€3:Ka70CTHRIM XapakTepoM Royal Ao Tian ckopee

YTonuthk ee B BaHHOI1!

"Kcratu, meTKa, 3a4eM THl MeHS HeoXKUaaHHO 1mo3Baia?" [IpuObIB B TOCTUHYIO, KaK TOJILKO OH 3aHSI
cBoe MecTo, Royal Ao Tian m000TBITHO OTKPHLI POT.

fo fo mpocTo oTpearupoBas, YyBCTBYS, YTO OH y2Ke 3HaJI, 4YTO UIIET ero Ijid CPOUHBIX Aen? Torma oH
CO3HaTeNbHO Urpaet B gypaka! "BricTpo! BricTpee! BricTpo npuHecu ciofa cBou KOHTpakT." OHa
yKa3ajia Ha JOKyMEHTEHl Ha CTOJIe.

Posn Ao Tuasn BCcTan u cnpocum: "4YTo cinydunocs?"



"Posn Ao Tuan", mocnyirai MeHs. Bel HUKOT[Ia He JOJIKHBI MOAMNUCHBATh 9TOT KOHTPAKT!"
ManeHbKO€E TMYUKO BOPYT CTal0 CEPHE3HBIM, U OHa IIPOJIMCTala CTPaHULBl, IIOCTPOYHO, YKa3kiBas Ha
HECKOJIBKO KJTIOUEBBIX CJIOB: "CMOTPUTE, CMOTPUTE CIOfIa, I0JIarasich Ha OyKBalbHOE 3HAYEHUE 3TOT0
CJI0Ba. ITO SIBHO IBYCMHIC/IEHHAs Ppa3a, yKa3bBawIlas Ha TO, YTO BEITOJOIPHOOPETATEND - 3TO BHI,
HO C IOPUUYECKON TOUKU 3PEeHUs pPeasibHbIM BHITOJOIPUOOpETATENb - 3TO JeUCTBUTENIBHO APyTas
CTOpPOHA. JTO KJIaCCUYECKOe KOHTPAKTHOE MOIIEHHUYECTBO. ECNM Thl MOATNHUIIEITb 3TO, TH
3annaaTulllb 3a 3To!"

Korpga cnoBa flo {10 3aKOHYUINUCE, T71a3a uMieparopa Ao TsSHS BHe3alHO BCIBIXHYIH ¢ O11ecKoM. JTa
MaJjieHbKad mTy4dka... @y! E€ He cnenyeT mepxkaTth goMa!

Ha cnenyromuit meHb oduc reHepanbHOro gupekropa "bocon ['pynm"....

"Muctep JIOHT, HET HUUYEro IJIOXOr0 B 3TOM KOHTPAKTe, KOTOPHIM 5 NeUCTBUTEIbHO BHUMATEIbHO
paccMmoTtpen. OfHaKO N1a3elika, Ha KOTOPYIO BEL yKa3asiy, Obljia TOIBKO B TOM, UTO HOPUANYECKUN
OTHEN ApYToii mapTuu OBUI CIMIIKOM MOIIHBIM, TakK 4YTO g ee He Bumen". HauanbHUK OTHeNa
KOHTPAKTOB, IIPOA0IKAJ 00BSICHATEH CBOIO OIIUOKY.

Jlour Me, KOTOpEIit cupiel B cBoeM obHCHOM Kpeciie, yILGHYIICS M KOCHYJICS T1a3: "To eCTh BH
XOTUTE CKa3aTh, YTO paOOTHUKYU MOero 60cca ycTynaoT paboTHuKaM ero "Orunsu"? ?"

"Her, g He 3TO UMeT B BUAy. S He MOTY 00BSICHUTEL Te0Oe CITUIITKOM MHOTO TePMUHOJIOTUH, JIOHT, HO
3T0 00BIYHAs Belllb ¥ pacpocTpaHeHHas ommbka B 06/1acTy, Tak 4YTo, MOXKaIyiCcTa, KOTa Tl Jaelllb
A puckny".

"0, TBI X04em s ImaHc, ga? [IoToM THI MOMOEIs U IIOTrOBOPHUIIL ¢ MuKamo. Eciu uMmnepckas rojiosa
KUBHET, 1 0aM Tebe maHc".

"9T0..." mpu ynomuHanuu Royal Ao Tian, 9TOT 4eloBeK He MOXKET He B3[IparuBaTh B CBOEM CEPJLE,
KOTOPEIM Haxooutcsa B bocyHe, KoTopeid He 3HaeT, 4To Royal Ao Tian roBOpUT OMHO ¥ HaXOOUT €To0.
Pa3Be MonuTBa 0 MOIaze He TO XKe caMoe, 4To cMepTh? "f moHuMar. 9 Bo3bMy Ha ce6st MHUIIUATUBY
Y NIPELCTAaBII0 CBOIO OTCTABKY B OTHEN KafpoB".

"Hy, xopormo, ybupaiica. U eme, 3akpoii A1g MeHs Beps". IIuHHEEN He Takxe GBUT [OCTOMH TUTYTIA
Yneibatomerocs Turpa, Bce BpeMsi HOCSIIIET0 YIEIOKY, He 3Hasl, YTO €r0 TaKTUKA TaKXKe B THICAUYY pa3
posee GecnollagHa.
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