B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, M0#i0 HEe MOT He MTOYYBCTBOBAThH 00JIETYeHNE, HO B CJIEAYIOUIYIO CEKYHAY....

"FOxu XuToMmH, moxkamyicTa, pa3bepucs ¢ (aiinom Ha MoeM CToe."

IIOII.

Kakoro uepta Mukoto genaet! Pa3Be OH He flyMaeT, YTO 3TO IJ10X0 BiausAeT? YV Ao Ho onyiieHHbe
rna3a OBITM HAIlOJTHEeHB! 00MIaMHu, HO MajIbIlbl, KOTOPHIe He COOMpPaMCh OCTAaHABIMBATHLCS, CHOBA
IepeMelnIaucCe.

OHa MJIOTHO YKYCHJIa YyroJl PTa, 3aCTaBlsis cebs He u3maBaTh CTPAHHBEIX 3BYKOB, HO e MaJIeHbKOoe
TEJI0 HPOXKaJIo.

"MUKOTO, BCe yIaXXeHO".

"Hy, cmacu6o, FOKkuToMHu, MOXKeIb UATH."

"Ha".

Kak tonsko Mo Cro3 Xutomu yexar, Ho 1o mocMOTpes Ha Hero ¢ HerogosanueM: "Hero Tl X04elllb?
Pa3Be He mepBoe, 4TO TH 00ellan MHe TOT{la, KOTOa MBI ITOATIMCHIBAIM COTIIAIIeHHe, YTO 00
OTHOIIEHUSX HENTb3d PacCKa3biBaTh MOCTOPOHHUM?"

"He nmoxoxe, uto CHexxHasg XUTOMH - ayTcaupep."

He ayTcaiimep? Korma oHa BIepBhIe IIPHIIIA B 0MC, OHA yCIbIIIana npuBeTcTBue JIoHT Lu
JXKeHIHe 1Mo uMeHu CI09TYH, HO OHa OblyTa CIMIIKOM 3J1a, YTOOB 00palaTh Ha 3TO BHUMAHKE B TO
BpeMsi. BHEIITHOCTH 3TOT0 Yeji0BeKa, MOXKeT OBITh, 3TO Ta CUMIIAaTUYHAs JIeBYIIKa, KOTOPas 4acTo
pabotaet ¢ MmnepatopckuM Ao TuaH, BepHO? "[laxke eciu Thl He ayTcaifiep, 3T0 HOpManabHO?"

"[leTKa, TOJILKO He TOBOPU MHE, YTO Thl HUYEro He IIOYYBCTBOBAJIa Ceryac, 3a4eM elle TaK CUIIBHO
TPACTUCEH?" C 3TUM OH CXKUMaJl ee IYPHLIMU HaMePEeHUsIMU.

"Xwm..." flo flo He Mor He prigaTh. YepT BO3bBMHU, [0 CUX II0P OHA [0 CHUX IIOp... Bpocuia romnosy, ee
r7a3a HalloTHEHH 00u0M Ha ee OeCCIIOpHOe TEJOo.

YBumeB, 94TO 3TOT KOPoaeBCKui Ao THaH HAaKOHEII-TO PeIInII ¥ ITOCTaBua ee: "Tebe HpaBUTCS
TOHSTBHCS 3a 3Be3maMu?"

"Hy?" ITogHSB rOJI0BY U TYT e OIyCTUB €e CHOBA, el CTBUTEJILHO He X0Tella C HUM Pa3roBapuBarTh,
HO... 3Ta TEMAa ee OYeHb 3aMHTEpPecoBana. "MHe 3TO He HPaBUTCA".



"Torma TebOe Tak HpaBUTCS JIu MoiitoHb."

"OHa MHe TOJIbKO HPABUTCS, TOJIBKO T'OHUCH 3a Hel! ITO He CYUTAETCS 3BE3[I0Na/ioM, I OUYEHb
mpenaH." OMOLKY, KOTOPbIE BCIUIBIIN Ha ITOBEPXHOCTD, BCE eIlle 0CBOO0KIAINCh U3-3a TeMHI JIu
MbsiitoHb, U ee Ia3a OblIN 3aTUTh Ype3BbIYaiiHO BO30YKOEHHLIM CBETOM.

Bupnho, uto dos0o dhaHaTU4YHO OTHOCUIICS K JIu MaiiioHb, MHAYe OHA, KOTOopas 3Halla, KaK OTHUMATh
YacTh BpeMeHH, He chefaja Obl ceifyac 4To-TO HaCTOJIBKO rpyboe.

"Tlouemy oHa Tebe HpaBUTCSA?"

"TToToMy 4TO OHa JOBOJIbHA, IOTOMY 4YTO OHa KpacHuBa, IIOTOMY YTO OHA CHUJIbHA BCETHa 10 MHOTHM,
MHOTUM Npu4dnrHaM". Tel He TONMeEIIb."

[Touemy oH He moHuMaeT? OH JOMXKeH 3HaTh JIu MalioHs nydle, 4eM KTo-nmubo apyroi! "To, o yem
BHI TOBOPHUTE, 3TO IPOCTO 00pa3, KOTOPHIM areHTCTBO CO3Mao s Hee."

"YT0 TH UMEEIIb B BUOY?"

"To ecTh, eCJIM areHTCTBY HY2KHO, YTOOL OHa Obiya [IKed, To OHa U ecTh [IKel, ecliu areHTCTBY
HY2KHO, 4TOOHI OHa Oblyla CBOOOMIHOM, TO OHA HOJIKHA OBITE CBOOOMHOM". ATEeHTCTBY HY2KHO, YTOOH OHa
CTasla upieanbHOM OOTMHEN, TOTTa BE YBUAKUTE 00pa3, KOTOPHIM KOMITaHUS cO3fasa fajig Hee. Ha
caMoM [ejie, HaegvHe, OHa MOXKET CHOBa CTaTh YEM-TO OAPYyruMm".

YTo Mukao umern B BULy?

CBsg3aB OpoBHU, OHa CXKMMajla CMepPTeIbHEIM KyJak: "f 3ampemiaio Tebe KjieBeTaTh Ha Hee Tak!
Bo3Mo02KHO, BB X0POIIO ee 3HaeTe. Ho 910 To, 4To g Bumesn o JIu MatoH, u s He X04y, YTOOBI THI TaK O
Heu rosopun!"

"Ter!" OH cBUpeENO OyLIWJI ee 1LIel0, CKUMas ee Bce CUIbHee U cuibHee. OH He 0XKUAAJ, 4TO 9TOU
MaJIEHbKOM IITy4YKe TaK MoHpaBuTcs Jlu Maittons! Ho nmpo6ieMa, OTHOIIEHUST MEXKAY HUMU TPEMS.....

OcraBs ee B ITOKOe. [INMUHHBINA Cy3UII I'7la3a, ¥ B TOT MOMEHT, KOTJa OHa OTIyCTuja pyKy fAo Ao 4yTh
He ynaj Ha 3eMII0.

"Karmes, kKarrens". [I0OCTOSHHO OBIMIALIUN TSIKEJBIM OhIXaHUEeM, ITPOCTO AyMaJl, YTO S YyTh He ObII
3axart o cmeptu uM, Royal Ao Tian IeliCTBUTENBHO CIUIIKOM OIIACHO, €r0 TeMIIEPaMeHT
M3MEHUJICS, KaK OH CKa3all.

"f yxoxy!" ITocne MunyTH 001eryenus, o o kKak pa3 cobupascs yxonuts. Ho oHa Bupena
TenedoH, KOTOPHIM TOJIBKO 4TO Opocua Ha 3eMito Posiit Ao Tuas.



"Yro TH menaemb?" Bums, Kak OHa IpHCEeHaeT Ha 3eMJIe U YTO-TO IoabupaeT, MuKamo X0JI0mHO
TIOTIPOCHII.

"Coopka TemedoHa".

"Xex, OH yxe pa30uT, Kymu ele ogux."

"ITopoxnu, nomoxau." ITpoiia Bcero MUHyTa UJIX OKOJIO TOro, L0 f0 paffoCcTHO BCTAJl U IT0Ka3all
cBoe poctuxenne Royal Ao Tian: "Buguins? Bugumis 3T70? OnATH XOPOIIIO, Xaxaxa".

'naps Ha ee TAymIbI B3TIIsH, Posin Ao TuaH cierka B3OOXHYT U 3arafloyHOM YIRIOKOM IToKavas
TOJIOBOM.

OueBHUOHO, YTO OJUH MOMEHT BCE ellle OBIT 3/IbIM, HO CJIeAYIOIINI MOMEHT 13-3a MEeJIOYH IMOKAXKeT
IEeTCKYI0 YHUCTYIO YIBIOKY, KaK OyITO HUKOTa He TPYCTHYI0. MoxKeT ObITh, 9Ta MaJieHbKas IITy4YKa
BCe ellle XKuJjla B 6e3ynpeyHoM Mupe mpsiMo ceivac. OgHaxo...

YemM Ooriblile OH HeJiaj, TeM rpd3Hee OH IIBITAJICA ee croemnaTh! HYMaH 00 3TOM, omacHbIM 611ecK
IIepeceKkcd B erO0 TEMHBIX I'lla3aX.....

"Ouur HoHT

Korpa urna ykasana Ha 8 4acoB 110 BpeMeHU, Moi0, KOTOPHIH yKuHa, O6bl1 Ha Kpato: "CTy4aTh B
IBEPH B 3TO BpeMs, He Tak nmu?" HaBepHoe, KpoMe Muxauia 60jbille HUKOTO HET, BepHO? MeHs
TOIIHUT OT 3TOro0. [lIoueMy OH ceropHs 34echb?

3BOHOK B OBEPBL, KOTOprfI IIPOAOoJIZKAaeT 3BOHUTH, ITOX0XK Ha KOIIMap.

OH IpOCTO IPUTBOPHUTCS, YTO €ro HET JoMa, U YUHeT, KaK TOIbKO 3aKOHUMT, HaxkmuTte! IIpecca!l
[Tpecca! YTo THI TONMKaeMb?

3abynbTe 00 3TOM, eCJIu Bbl CMOXKETe CIIPSITAaThCS C IIEPBOTO OHS IEPBOTO MECSIIA, BH HE CMOXKETe
CIIPSATAThCS C MSITHAALIATOTO [HS, @ €CJIM OH y3HaeT, YTO BH JOMa, HO HE OTKPOET ABEPD, TO, CKOpee
BCETO0, BE YMpeETe ellle XyxKe. Kak TOIbKO THl OTKPOEIb OBEPb....

ToT, KOTOPEIH TOMAaN B I0JIe 3peHus, ObIT CTAHAAPTHOM TPHUALIATHCEMUIETHeH KpacaBuliel, ¢
IVIMHHBEIMH YePHLIMH BOJIOCAMHM, TIOXOXKHMMHM Ha BOJOIMAJ, CTEKAIINM K ee Tanuu. Ee 4epTel 0COOEHHO
KpacHBhI, 0COOEHHO Iapa Ija3 ¢ MaJeHbKUM XOJIOOHBIM CBETOM, ITPOCTO KaK Y CKa30YHOW CECTPHI B
KapTHHE, XOJIOOHOM ¥ CKa304YHOu! .

9ta IIpeKpaCHada CeCTPa, KaXKeTCd, Ta, KTO BCerga pa60TaeT ¢ Muxkao Tuas, BepHO?



"Mucc Jlyo, 3gpaBcTByiiTe." Mo C09THH X0JI0HO OTKPHLIA POT.
"A THI?"
"Mens 30ByT Mo Cro3ThsiH, U 51 ceKpeTapb MmmepaTopckou ['010BH".

CekpeTtaps MnepaTopckoii '0noBeL... Mo Cr03ThsIH? 3HAUHUT, TOT, KTO IIOSBUJICS CEromHs B oduce,
Oblna... oHA?!

"Vym", Manenbkoe nuIo Moo cTano KpacHEIM, KDACHEIM, TAKAM YHHU3UTENIBHEIM, YTO OHA TTOyMaeT
o0 cebe IOCIIe TOTO, YTO CIYYUIOCh IHEM. ? B riasax OO YKIOHEHHUE.

B ato Bpemsi Mo CroaTsHb iepefasa KOHBEPT B pyke: "['ocnoxa JIyo, 310 TO, 4TO Ao TuaH Benen MHe
nepepaTs BaM". Cka3aB 3T0, OHA IIOBEPHYJIACh U UCYe3Jia BO ThMe.

"910?" o fo mocMoTpesia Ha KOHBEPT B PYKE B 3aMellaTe/IbCTBE U MeIJIEHHO OTKpPhLIa ero. BHyTpu
Oblna MPOH3UTENbHAS 30710Tasi 0aHKOBCKas KapTa. "ITa KapTa'? YOI0I0K, YTO 3TO 3HAYMUT,
VimnepaTopckuii Ao Tuan?!" OTOpOCUB KapTOYKY B CTOPOHY, OHA THEBHO BHITAII[MJIA CBOM TeJIe(OH...

BHYTpHY BeNMKONETHON XPYCTaIbHOM BUIIIBI, MSITKAst KPOBATh, IEPEIIEeTEHHbIE MyKYUHH U
JKEeHIMHE, KOMHaTa Obljla HallOJIHEHA [BYCMBICJIEHHOUW aTMOCGEPO.

"Ao TsiHb, IPUTOPMO3H... "Ha K0oleHsAX Ha KpOoBaTH, IpeKpacHoe nutlo JIu Mait FOHs ObIJI0 HECKOJIBKO
HCKaXKeHO 13-3a YPEe3MEePHOro BOITHEHHUS.

"TIpaBma? Xex." OH 3acMesiNiCAd ¥ 3aMeJIUII CKOPOCTE.
Ho BMecTo aToro JIu MatoH cTajl HeMHOT0 BoJTHOBaThC: "Ao... Ao TaHb, TH Bce ele..."
"Konb110, KOJIBIIO, KOJIBIIO

"Uepr!" Camoe pa3mpaxaroiiee B Mukamo ObIJI0 TO, UTO KTO-TO 3BOHUII eMy B 9T0 BpeMsi! OH BCTal u
B34J1 TenedoH.

OcTtaBuB MeliioHa, OHA CKPYTHJIA Iepe] HUM TaJlui0, HAaKJIOHUIACh BHU3 U IIPOCTO......
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