"AX, s... Hy, 51 3aKOHYUJI 0TBeYaTh, 3aKOHYUJI 0TBe4aTh TeOe. OHU, OHU HE 3aKOHUUIU IIPOBEPKY..."
CJIE3BI YHUKEHUS MTPOJIUIIUCH HaJl KPaCHOTPYOLIM IBOMHBIM ajIbiM, ¥ OHA 3Hasa, JOCTaTOYHO XOPOIIIO,
yTOOBI 3HATH, YTO B JAHHBIA MOMEHT Mukuo Llenb gaxe He B TOM, YTOOH Y3HATH O IIpoliecce
o0cegoBaHuUs, a B TOM, YTOOBI TPOCTO YHUIUTE €e!

"0, Tax TH He 3aKOHYMI YeK? OTO HOJIKHO OBITh IPOBEPEHO... JOIXKEeH OBITh Yek, Tak?" bonbiiue
PYKHU 3TOT0 YeJloBeKa CTanu OeCIOKOMHBIMY.

Hep3st 6BUI0 OTpPHIATH, YTO JIOHT e moHUMa ero, uMmnepaTop Ao TSHb BCErna 00U 3PEJIbIX
JKEeHIIWH, ¥ OH BCerfia 4YyBCTBOBaJI ce0s MPeCTYIIHO HEJIOBKO, CTONIKHYBIINCH C HEX BOT Tak. Ho,
IIOMHS O CETOOHSIIHUX IMOCTYIIKaX 3TOU MeI0YH, OH....

"IIpekpaTH, HE KakK TH".

"0? Ha uTo 310 6GBI7TO TOXO0Ke? [leTKa, paccimadnes!”

[Totpsicu ronoBoi! OnsaTh KayaeT IOJIOBOM.

OHa He Morta 60JIbIlle TEPIETE 3TY BOJIHY IICUX0JIOTMYECKOT0 Pa3pyIIeHus, OHa IeHCTBUTEIHHO
XoTesa Okl HafIesAThCSI, UTO €€ XO35TUH OBIT Yy2KUM U ITPOCTO YCTPOUTHCS U He 00513aHEI OAPYT APYTY,
YyeM IOJBepraThCsl TaKOW ABYCMBICJIEHHOU Apa3HUT uMiepatopa Ao TgHb.

"Tlogymaii 00 3TOM, JaXe eCIy Tl IPOBEPUIIh, TH TOIKEH JieKaTh." CUIbHBIN PHIBOK.

Ee ManeHbKOe TeJio OBIIIO CUJION BRITSHYTO K KPOBATH, M KOPOJIEBCKUM aoTuaHel] OICTPO BCTalI Ha
KOJIEHU U TIPHUKaJ ee, Iefast ee HecmocoOHOM nBuraTthecs. "Her..." He oTBOpauMBaiics, OHa
IEeNCTBUTEILHO He MOXKET NMPUHSATH ce0s1 Tak 0€30r0BOPOYHO Iepefl MyKYHUHOM. .....

"Boxe, 60Xke, KaK CTPaHHO, TOYeMY THI IIJlavenib?" I'ma3a uMneparopa Jiide IoTeMHENH, U eT0
TasbIlbl CAapKaCTUYECKU pa3MaxuBau Mepeq ee rina3aMu: "[leTka, He TOBOPU MHE, YTO IOKa 3TH
JIIOOY ocMaTpuBalT U ThH Tak Iadels.”

"Het! OHU He TI0X0xKM Ha Tebs..." 37mas yaei0Ka MyKYUHBEL 0TPa3uiiach B ee rjia3aX, OHa CHOBA Oblna
6e3MOJIBHA ¥ CMOTpPEJIa B CTOPOHY, YTO IMMPOUCXOAUT, mouyeMy? OHa HACTOJIBKO XpynKasa? Bo3mMoxkHO,
HmmnepaTop Ao TuaH OBIT ITpaB, OH OEWCTBUTENLHO... OB OECCTHIIEH.

HeoObsicHUMOE pa3fpaxkeHre MPUIIO Ha Hee, OHa TI0ACO3HATEIbHO X0Tela 6exkaTh, HO OHa
HEM3MEeHHO 3allyThiBasia yeyoBeka. "He..." 6eCrIoMOIITHO, OHa MOTJIa MCII0JIb30BATh CBOU PYKU TOJIBKO
[JIST TOTO, YTOOBI OTTOJIKHYTh MYKUKHY.

['ma3a Posn Ao TuaH yTOHYIM ¥ OTOPBa/IU €€ MaJIeHbKYI0 PYYKY, KOTOpas CTosjIa Ha IyTH.



"TloxkanyiicTa... He poponkanTe". Heymepkumoe 4yBCTBO, HeOObSICHUMAas MaHWKa OXBaTula ee, U
OHa KPYTHJIaCh HEYMOJIMMO, KaK OYATO YMOJIsis U TOCKOBATh M0 yeMy-To. OHa Oblyla Takoi
npoTuBHOU! Tak HaJoOEI0 3TO YyBCTBO.

s MuKamo, KOTOPHIH Iepekuil 6ecurcieHHOe KOJIMYeCTBO KEeHIIMH, OH MOT C IIePBOTr0 B3TJIsAAa
YBUIETDb, YTO C Hel He Tak! DT 3aCTeK/IeHHBIE I'JIa3a MepIlaaud U OBICTPO 0CBOOOKIATH €e.

YyBCTBO IIOTEPU BTOPIJIOCH B Hee, "THL..." Kycas yron ee T'y0Obl CJleTKa, ee CIe3sIuecs riasa
CMOTpENU Ha uMnepatopckui I'opmocTs. "ThL.."

YT0 THI XO04Yellb CKa3aTh? YTO THI MBITAEIIbCA CKa3aTh? [loueMy 9TO Tak CTpaHHO, KOTHa 5 X044y,
4yTOOBI OH OCTAHOBUJICS, HO... KOTTIa OH JeMCTBUTENILHO OCTAaHABIMBAETCS, HO S YYBCTBYIO Ce0s elre
xyxe. YTo 3mech npoucxogur!

I'me 611 mpocToit flo o cMor ycTosITh IIepel TaKOM Apa3Huliei co cToporsl MMmepaTopa Ao TsHs,
OHAa y2Ke HeOCO3HaHHO BIlajla B UI'PY, KOTOPYIO OH 3aJIOKMUIIL.

"Xe, flosio, 51 04eHb X04y CcKa3aTh TeOe, UTOOHI TH caM YBHAEN, KaK KpacuBO TBOe BEIpaXKeHUe ceiyac.
[To3xke Bac ket emle Oonbinas urpa. Cetiuac xke! Unou croma!”

"Het!" He oTBOpauYuBancs, OHa MOKPhIJIa CBOE MaJlIeHbKOE JIUII0 CTPAaXOM.

Posin Ao TsiHb HUKOT[Ia He OBbLJI TEPIIEIUBLHIM Y€JIOBEKOM, flaXKe Imepen nuiloM Jo fo Bce ellle Takou:
"He 3acTaBmsiiTe MeHs, UCIOJIb3YUTE Ty K€ TAaKTUKY, YTO U B MPOIIJILIHA pa3 B MudTEe, YTOOH UMETh
neno ¢ Tel. Moy cropa!" XomomHble ClI0Ba, HAllOJTHEHHBIE YYBCTBOM KOMaHOBaHUS.

OHa yKycua 3a yroji ryosl ¥ MEIJIEHHO... ME[JIEHHO TpoOupanach K HEMY.

OHa 3HaJIa, 4TO IPSIMO Ceryac, Jaxke ecjIu OH He ObUI ee paboTofaTesieM, OHa He MMeJla IIpaBa
OTKa3bBaThCs. OT 3TOTO TOCIOACTBYIOIIET0 YeI0BeKa Bcerga OymeT Tak HEBO3MOXKHO 0TKa3aThCs!

"OTnuuHo".

3aKpHIB I'7la3a, OHa TPACYIIUMUCS OBUXKEHUAMHU OTKpPHIIa pot: "HeT, s He Mory". [ToxkanylcTa,
Ipues3xkai MpsMo KO MHe, eciu Tebe 4To-HuOynb MoHamobuTcs."

Het? Teneps oHa ropoput "HeT"? ['ma3a umnepaTtopa Ao TuaH OBITM XOTOOHEIMU U XKYTKO CXBATHUIIH
€€ IOJIMHHLIE BOJIOCHL.....

"BOJIBbHO..." MaJIeHbKas PydYKa CHUIBHO IPHUKAJIACh K MyKUYKHE, U €€ YeCTHOe JIUI[0 HEMHOT0
CKPYTHJIOCH M3-3a 00N,



"Bomp"? Trl 9T0 3acmyxumn!" [Ipu 3ToOM ero HeBOOPYKEHHEIE T71a3a Me[iJIEHHO OPOCaloT CBOM B3TJIS
Ha ee MaJleHbKOe JIULO.....

"Hy..." cnme3nl 6071 CTEKaJIu II0 ee r1a3aM, 601e3HeHHbIe OIIyIIeHus oT (GU3n4ecKoro BKyca CHOBa,
BCe ellle TaKue OLIeJIOMIISIOIINE.

"IleTKa, eCJIi Thl OCMEJIUIILCS BEIMTH, THI OI2KHA OBITh TOTOBA BCTPETUTHCS C KeM yrogHo. HemHOT0
TaK, ¥ TH HE MOXKEIb CMUPUTHCS C 3TUM? KaK J0IKHaA IPOOOIXKaThCA UTPa B MTHOBEHHUE OKa?"

Ee xpano 4To-HUOyAb Oonee yxacHoe, 4eM 3T0? HerT... HeT...
Homm mpoxai oT cTpaxa.
"Vry, meTKa, Thl TaKOM YMHEIN peOeHOK. Thl TaK MHOTO YJIYYIIMII 3@ 3TO KOPOTKOE BpeMs."

BHITh MOXBaJIEHHBIM, KaK 6yaTo OUTh ee mo mully. HuKorga He gyMart, 94To YBUXKY 3TOT OEHb, HO KTO
MOZKET IIpeficka3aTh UX UCTUHHOE Oymyuiee? [leHbrH, CTATyC, BIACTh, OHA, KaXKeTCs, 3HAET ropasfo
0oJIbIIIe.

"KOmbII10... KOMBIIO... KOMBIIO... KOJIBIIO..." IPUIIENT pa3apaxkaiiui Tele)OHHBIM 3BOHOK, 1
MMIIepaTOpPCKasi TOPOCTh, KOTOPas Obljia IIOCPeU BeCellbs, HaXMypHUIach OT pagocTu: "YTo 3To? "

"TIpocTuTte 3a 6ecrokoicTBO, 0, 'oprocTs. Ho HUYETo He nofesaens, s mogyMat, uto Tebe OymeT
MHTEpPEeCHeEe TO, U4TO 5 cernvac CKaxy".

"0?" I'na3a 61eCTeNy, OH O4eHb XOTeN Y3HaTh, 4To JIoHT e cobuparncs eMy cKa3aTh.
"Te1, TOBOPHIIL MHE paccienoBath nHbopManuio JIyo dos0... OHa yxke BhiIal"
"OueHb xopomio! [Tomoxpou MeHs, 1 ceryac npupy!"

HWwmnepckas ropgocts yxogut? U aTo 3Hauut? Ei MOXKHO...?

TTopuuMas riasa, Moito ¢ HeTepIeHueM Kaajl CBOer "OTKPBITOCTH".

"TleTka, TeOe moBe3y0". Ho... HacTosIel TpoBepKoOy TBOEH yaauu OblI0 TO, 4TO JIOHT He MIOJIy YUl
pe3ynbTaThl 3TOT0 pacciaenoBanus! C yueToM 3TOro, ero 37ble XOJIOAHEIE TJ1a3a I0CO3HATEeIbHO
OapTC B HECOBEPIIEHHEBIM IIIpaM Ha JIeBOM IIJIeYe.
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