"Hy! Ona Haxmypuiach B OTBpallleHUH U C TpeBorou npusemnunacek. He tporai mens! Het! Hert!

"[leTka, 4TO 3TO 3a B3rnan?" Ckomb3dias nagoHb Posansa Ao TgaHS 0CTaHOBUIIACH, a YTOJI €ro pTa
Me[JIEHHO CBePHYJICS C KPUBOM yIbIOKOi: "O4yeBUAHO, He TaK IaBHO THl BCE ellle HacllaXkaascs TeM,
Kak s gpa3Hun Tebs. YTo, IPoIIIo COBCeM HEMHOTO BpEMEHU C TeX IOP, KaK MBI TI03HAKOMUIIUCE, ThI
yXe He PUBLIK KO MHe?"

Hert! Het! E#l aT0 HUKOTrIa He HpaBunoch! Bot y6monok! He xouy ciblmaTh 00 3TOM, HE X04Y
CTIBIIIIATh, KaK OH CHOBA BCIIOMUHAET IIPOIIIIOE.

Kaxk oTBpatuTenbHO! OTO OTBPATUTENIBHO!

[Tpomnas cieHa Oblsia T0X03Ka Ha (uIbM CHOBa M CHOBA, ¥ OHa NENUCTBUTEJILHO X0Tela 3a0kITh
npotuwioe ce0sl, KOTOpkle He MOTJIX KOHTPOJIMPOBaTh ce0s IIPY Majieliiel TPOBOKAIMY OT YeJ0BeKa
nepeq He!

"Tloxoxe... {1 momkeH moMo4s Tebe BepHYTh BocnoMuHaHus!" Korfa cioBa ynanu, XolIogHbe Tla3a
Posan Ao TuaH BCIBIXHYIIH.

Io Toro, kKak Ao fo cMOTr OTpearupoBarsk.....

3acpanen! Mmnepatopckuii Ao TuaH - npocTo 6ecCThKUN yOIIONOK!

WM3-3a TOTO, YTO €e PyKu OBUIM B JIOBYIIKE, @ POT OBUT 3aTKHYT, I'1a3a J0 o ObUM 3amoaHeH b
WHTEHCHBHOM HEHABUCTH, KaK OHA CMOTpeJla Ha uMneparopa Ao TSHb CO CMEPTEIbHEIM GIHKOM.

"IleTKa, 3a BpeMs, nmpoBefgeHHoe ¢ ®on YsHb U, oH Korma-Hubymb urpan 3geck?" ['0BoOps 3To,
HEIOCTUXKMMEIE TJla3a MYXKYUHBI BEICTPEJIUIIUA €1 B CBETIIYIO LIEIO......

"Hy..." mouyBCTBOBaB G0JIBIIYIO0 XOJIOOHYI0 PYKY, OHa CXKaJjla CBOIO MaJIeHbKYI0 PYKY B KPEIKUH KyJakK.

"A? CeropgHsIIHAS peakUus MeHs O4eHb pa3odapoBasna'. UMnepckuii Ao TuaH B3[MOXHYI B IIOTEpe:
"Kak 1 0XKHuIaIoCh, OH BCe ellle CIBIIIUT TBOM Ir0JI0C, KOTOPHIM BO30yxkaaeT MeHs elre Oombie!". Ero
rja3a [IOTeMHeIH, ¥ OH yHaIui JJagoHb B OMHOU PYKe.

"Posin Ao Tuan", yomionok! IToToponuck u OTIycTu MeHs!"

"Ara, Ha 9TOT pa3 ropasno 6onee 3HaKOMBIH". Co 3710# yIEIOKOM, OH HEXKHO OTPYOUIT € YesTioCTh U
MeqJIeHHO cKa3asn: "[Ipexpne yeM HaKpr4yaTh Ha MeHs, eTKa, pa3Be Thl He JOJIXKHa II0AyMaTh O TOM,
YTO THI BCe ellle MoIXKHa MHe?".



"Honr"? Posn Ao Taus, s yxKe nonpocun JIoHr Llu BepHYTh TeOe HeHbI'M, KOTOPHIE g TeOe JoKeH!
Ckonbko s TeOe momxkeHn?!" Moo yKyCcusl 3a CIUHY CBOM IIJIOXHME 3yObl B HEHABUCTH, ITOUTH BHITIJTIOHYB
cioBa u3 3y0oB.

"¢l He roBOpIO O ieHbIax..." pyKa, OTOUBAIOIIAsd eMy YeJIl0CTh, CUIIbHO TOJKHYJIA, U OH MPayHO
ckasai: "TBoé obemianue!"

0O06sg3aTenbpcTBa?

Kakue y Hee o06si3aTenbCcTBa nepen Mmmnepatopom Ao Tuan?

"¢l He mpemam TeOs, IO KpaliHel Mepe, B TeYeHUE CIIEAYIOUUX TPEX JIeT..." 3To obelnanue?

OTo mpaBpa, 4To BHIUAS 3aMyXk 3a ®oH-UsHbM, OHa Hapymmia obemjanue, ganHoe Kopomesckomy Ao
Taus. Ho...

"TIpunomunaemns?" Royal Ao Tian cripocurn co 3701 yiIeIOKOM, 3aTATHBasA PYKY, KOTOpas CKKUMarna
YeJIloCTh ellle pas.

Ee yemtocTh OBIIa YIIUITHYTA CHIPOH, HO f0 fo Bce elie Tepmesn 601b ¥ CKpures 3y0aMu, KOTga oHa
CMUPEHHO phryasna: "C Toro MOMeHTa, Kak Thl YOI MO0 MaTh, y MeHsT 00JIbIlle HET HUKAKUX
oberanui oig Teos"!

"Xe, Tak ax..." OTIyCTUB PYKY, KOPOJIEBCKas TOPAOCTh BCTala U MOAOILIJIa K KOHIy KpoBaTH, "[leTKa,
T ¢ Bungom Ysup U?"

[Touemy OH 00 3TOM CIIpAIIUBAET?

Omyiienre TpeBOT'Y IPOHUKIIO B ee cepalle, U 4o o nporiaoTusl HepBHO, IJIAAA Ha HEro C
OTKPBHITLIMY T'Jla3aMH, HO He OTBedYaerT.

"B MoeM cepplie TH - IIJI0, KOTOPHIH 5 JieJlesiyI MOJIroe BpeMsi, eCJIM KTO-TO IIePBLIi mompo6oBas Tebs,
MoOe cepalle OeUCTBUTENbHO I110X0 ce0s uyBcTByeT." Royal Ao Tian mpuTBOPSIICS IOTEPSHHBIM U
KayaJl TOJI0BOM, HO Iiny0oKue, 6e300OHHEIE TJ1a3a BCIBIXHYIH C JEOSHBIM CBeTOM: "B 0CHOBHOM, 5
HUKOTTIa He UTpalo C mojepxKaHHbKIMU ToBapaMu'. Ho cerogns... f roToB coenaTh Aist Te0s
HCKoyeHue!"

I'napa Ha Posinm Ao Tuas, OHa CBUpPEINO HapucoBaJjia X0JIOAHbIM Bo3ayX: "Posn Ao TuaH, THL... 4YTO ThI
genaernnp?!"

"KoHeuHO, 51 BO3Bpalllalo TO, YTO OOJIKHO OBII0 ObITh... MouM!" Korma cioBa ymamnu, ero 3ible
XOJIOOHEIE IJ1a3a Mepualy....



Kaxk ucnyraHHBIM MaJleHbKUY KPonuK, Moo oTpearuposan nuHKoM nof Horu: "Het! Posn Ao Tuas,
Thl HE MOXKEIIb IPUKOCHYTHCS KO MHE, THl CUJIBHEIA!"

"O? [leTka, TeOe He HYKHO MHe 3TO rOBOpPUTh". Co 37101 yNHIOKOM, OH CXBAaTHUJI €€ JIBUXKYIINECST HOTH
TOYHBIMU pyKaMu. "Boxke MOH, eCy TH IOJIy4HUIllb Takoe KpacuBoe cBafie0HOe IyiaThe, KOTOpPoe
HEBO3MOXKHO ITOYMHUTH, KaK Thl COOMpAaENIbCs BHUTH 3aMyXK 3a ®an Yanbs U? 3a0yabTe, moyemy Obl
HaM IIPOCTO He HafleTh 3TO CBageOHOe IIaThe U He CO3BaTh Ballly cBagb0y ¢ ®aH-YeHsIMU, YTOOH
CTaTh CBUMETEIISIMU HaAIlero comw3al”.

Her...

['nsaps Ha r1a3a 4eloBeKa, MOKPHITHIE 3JTHIM XOJIOMHBIM 6JIECKOM, M KYTKUM BRIPAKE€HUEM, BUCSIITUM
Ha ero nune. OHa 3Hasa, 4YTo Ha 3TOT pa3 Royal Ao Tian HE B KoeM ciydae He [OXKeH OB ee
HaIyraTk.

9o fo Ovlna Tak HallyraHa, 9YTO Ka3aJIOCh, YTO OHA ITIOTEPsiIIa I'OJIOC ¥ JaXKe He MMeJla CUJI KPUYaTk.
I.HPIpOKOl"J'IaSaH, OHa IIOCMOTpEJIa Ha ObSIBOILCKUM B3TJISAM, BUCSIINYI Ha JIUIE MYXK4YHWHEI.

[TocTemeHHO yToM IbSIBOIBCKOTO PTa CJIeTKa IPUIOTHSI 311yio yiIeiOKy, Royal Ao Tian mocmoTpen ei
B I'Jla3a U CKal3aJl HU3KUM rojocoM: "[leTka, 3allOMHM MeHs xopoIro". Taxe eciu Thl 3a0BITT MEHS B
CBOEM Cepilie, s Bepio, UTO Thl HUKOTa He 3a0ymelrs MeHs B cBoeii xku3uu!" Croga...

"Hy, a!" Mo#o Kpudas oT rop4.

Hoquy BCe BCerjga IIpouCX0oguiIo Tak 6e3 Hpenynpe}KneHI/Iﬂ?

Korpa ona Bctpetuna ®au Ysub M 2 roga crycTs, oH 6€3:KaT0CTHO OTTOJIKHYII ee.

Korpga ona nepetia Ha ctopory MI AoTian, oHa X0Tejla COXpaHUThL CBOM MOKOM, HO ¢purypa OsH-
Yenssd nonasa K Hell B II0JIe 3peHUs, KakK KolMap.

Korma oHa permia mpekpaTuTh 11000Bb ¢ O9H-YeHU U COXPAHUTh TPEXJIETHUHM KOHTPAKT,
KOoposeBcKuil Ao TSHb XJTagHOKPOBHO YOUTI ee MaTh.

[Toka oHa MemyIeHHO puHUMaeT Opak, Ho 6e3 npenynpexnenus, KO Ao TsHb cxBaTum ee!

Hukakas 6071b He CTOUT TOTO, YTOOEl YyBCTBOBATh MEPTBOE CEPAIIE.

[Touemy Bor Bcerma Tak ai00UT OPa3HUTH Ntofei? [loyeMy OHa CHOBa M CHOBA IOpakKaeT CBOU MEYTHI



peanbHOCThIO!

Cne3tl, KpyzKallue B ee Trna3ax, o 10 rHeBHO YKYCHUII yIroJl ee Ty0 U IIOCMOTPEST Ha UMIIEPATOPCKOTO
Ao Tsub nepeq Hel THeBHO. Bo3MO0kKHO, OHa 00Jbllle HEHaBUIe/Ia HeCIIpaBeIJInBOCTh Hebec....

2Kryuasi KpoBb 3ansTHana 6enoe cBageOHOE IIaThe.

"Xe, Tak TH HUKOTrOa He Obls1 ¢ @31 Ysnb U?" Bapyr, X0m0qHbIH Ye0BeK K 0e3:Kal0CTHRIM I'/la3a
IIOCTETIEHHO BOCIJIaMEHSeTCS C CUJIbHBIM YYBCTBOM BOJIHEHUS.

3nast xonmoxgHas yneioka Posn Ao TuaH.

"Bonw!" flo flo He MorIa KOHTPOJIMPOBATh €€ KPUK, ee Genbie Oesble 3yObl CUIBHO YKYCUIIH €€
HUKHIOW T'y0y, ¥ CJIe3bl, KOTOPHIE COlePKaliCh B ee Tjla3ax He MOTJIM He CTeKaTh BHUS.

"Tak THI CMOKEIITh 3alIOMHUTh MEHS HaBCerma, 3allIOMHUTh Bce 000 MHe, BepHO?!" MpauHkIe CJI0Ba.

"MmnepaTopckuit Ao TuaH, BaM yOasoch, Bbl AEeHCTBUTENLHO YAAIOCh, 1 HUKOTA He 3a0yny Bac!
Omnpepenénno HeT!" OHa HOJKHA YOUTH 3TOTO YeJI0BEKA, OHA JOJIXKHA 3aCTABUTh €0 3allIaTUTh 3a
BCI0 00JIb, KOTOPYIO OH MIPUYUHUI e¥!

"IleTKa... HE CMOTPY Ha MEeHS TaKMMHU HEOOBOJIbHEIMHU T'Jla3aMU, 3HAEIb, TH JIOIKHa Oblla
IPUHA[JIeXKaTh MHE TaBHHIM-IaBHO, TOJILKO M3-3a MOeH TOJIePAaHTHOCTH 5 He 3abpasna 3710." Posn Ao
Tuan u3gan caepXaHHBIM 3BYK, KaK OH CKa3all.

"Xex, s moHsI." 9T0 OBLI [OJIT, JOJT, KOTOPHIHA PAHO UM IMO3THO [0IKEH OBl OBITH BRIIIJIAYEH. ITO
He UMeJI0 3HaYeHUs, HOJIT, KOTOPHIM OHa 3afoJiKaja, OHa IIpHU3Hasa 3To!

3akphIBas I'71a3a B HETOJJOBAaHUM, OHA CXKUMaJla 3yOrl, 3acTaByisisl ce0sl He M3MaBaTh HU 3BYKa...
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