W pa3Be MHOTHE M3 9TUX JIaKeeB, He TOBOPS y2Ke 0 caMOM BelMKoM MHKBU3UTOPE, HE COCTOSIIH U3
OBIBIIIKX [I7KeHaeB, KOTOPhIe COTJIACUINCH CIYXKUTh UMIEepHUU U OCTAaBUTh CBOMX OLIBIIUX X03s€B? JTa
JKeHIIIMHA C PafoCThIo CIyXKuja Obl B UX psAfax, eciu Obl nolaauny ee pebenka. Ee yyBcTBamMu
MO2KHO OBIJTO BOCIIONIE30BaThCs. Ee MOKHO GBIJIO 3aCTAaBUTH [IeNIaTh YTO YTOMHO, KOTA Hafl ee
T0JIOBOI BUCeJa yrpo3a Onaromnoayunio ee pebeHKa. A pebeHOK... YTO XK, UMIIepaTOp MOXKET fieaTh C
pebeHKOM BCe, YTO 3aX0Yer.

Bce 3T0 OH yke 00bsICHUII. B 3TOM IpenioxkeHuu He ObIJI0 MATKOCTH.

- I'mymo ¢ TBoeii CTOPOHEHI ITpefiaraTh MHe pebeHKa, CUIbHOTO B Cuile, - cka3asn [lanmaTuH, BSIIO
TI0JI0KUB PYKU Ha TOMJIOKOTHUKY TPOHA. - A THl He GOMIIIBCS, UTO S CIIUIITKOM IOJTI00II0 TAKOT0
pebeHKa? Bo3aMoXKHO, TaKOM MHOT006eIamnii pe6eHoK MOT OBl IIOC/TYKUTh 3aMEHON MOEMY...
[IOBPEXAEHHOMY... YYEHUKY."”

Befmep He OTBETHUJI, KPpOME CBOETO POBHOT'O ObIXaHMA. On YYBCTBOBAJI JIOBYIIKY 3ad 3TUMHU CJIIOBAMH.
I/IMr[epaTop IIBITAJICA 3aCTAaBUTh €0 CKa3aTh 9YTO-TO, O HEM OH II0ZKAJIEET.

- Tebe crepoBano HeMeNJIeHHO YOUTD 9Ty XKeHIIKUHY, TeM 0ojiee 13-3a pebeHKa, KOTOPOro OHa HOCHT.
He TepmnuTe conepHuKOB, nopa Beigep.”

- Ta, mo# rocrnoguH.”

- ToT dakT, 4TO BH He mopyMasnu 06 3TOM, yKa3biBaeT Ha MATKOCTb. JIubo myxa, nubo pasyMma.”

- Ta, moi# rocrmoguH.”

- A Temeps UK U 3aBEPIIK 3afilaHKe, KOTOPOe s IIOCTaBHUII Iepef To0oi, - CKa3an Mmmeparop,
HeOpexKHO MaxXHYB PYKOH B CTOPOHY TOJIOrPaMMEI 6€30IIaCHOCTH. - [Ipociiequ 3a aTUM IU4YHO. S Oymay
HabIomaTs.”

- Ia, MO} rocIionuH.”

Beliiep noBepHYJICS U MOLIET IPOYb.

- 4 gymato, aTo Oyznet nerde fns Tebs, Beiimep", - cka3an MMnepaTop eMy B CIUHY. - B KOHIle KOHIIOB,
THI He B TIEPBHIM pa3 yOuBaelb OepeMeHHYI0 KeHIIUHY.”

BonbImMHCTBO Ntofeit He Obln OBl OCTATOYHO MTPOHUIIATEIHHEI, YTOOB 3aMETUTh HEOOIBIIYIO
3aMMHKY B I1are Beligepa, npexne ueM OH BO300HOBUJI CMEPTOHOCHHIH, IleJIeHallpaBIeHHbI 1IIar.
VimnepaTopoM 65110 He OOJIBIIMHCTBO JIIOfEH.

- [ToxkanyiicTa, - cKa3ana OHa. JTO OBIIIO IOCNIeJHEE, UTO OHA CKa3asa.



OH cTo471 Hap ee TeJOM, ITIOKa ee [yIlla YXOOuJa, pacTBopsisich B Cusne. Eqkuii 3amax ropsiei mioTu
3aI0THU KOMHATY U ITPOHUK Yepe3 pecrnupaTop, 3abuBas BO3AYX BHYTPH IIieMa TOITHOTBOPHBIM
3JI0BOHMEM. JTO HAIIOMHUJIO €My, KaK Bcerfa, o xpaMme mxkenaeB. O Mycradape. Horma emy
Ka3aJIoCh, YTO 9TO €MHCTBEHHLIM 3allaX, KOTOPHIM 0CTaCs B 9TOM MHUDE.

2Ku3Hb BCe elle Mepliiana B ee ypeBe. OH ITOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK OHO TAHETCS K Cuse, IOTPSICEHHOE U He
IIOHUMAIOIEee, YTO KU3Hb €r0 MaTepu UcYe3aeT B IMyCToTe. Pa3yM, CTOAIIMY 3a IpefaenamMmu
IOCSATaeMOCTH, efiBa 1 ObIT pa3yMHBIM. Kak KHWBOTHOE UM OPOUM HU3KOT'0 YPOBHS, HE OMapEeHHBIN
cnoxueiM UU. Pazym pebeHKa, ellle He TOTOBOTO K MUDY.

Pa3yMm, KOTOPBHIH MOT CO3PETH [JIsE TOTO, YTOOBI MPEBPATUTHCS BO UTO YTOMHO 110 Bojie MMmepaTopa.

910 OBlNa mycTasi TpaTa BpEMEHH.

910 OBINa IMycTast TpaTa BpeMeHH, ¥ eQUHCTBEHHOM IPUYUHOM 3TOr0 Obl/Ta IeMOHCTPAIIUS BIACTH
HapTa Cuguyca Hag HUM, YTOOHI ellle pa3 IT0Ka3aTh eMy, YTO OH OBl paboM, YTO BCE, YTO OH XOTET,
He OBLIO BOJIeH ero xo3guHa. YToOkl JoKa3aTh UM 000MM, YTO KaKUM OBl OECCMBICIIEHHEIM HU OBLI
TIOCTYIIOK, OH CHejaeT 3To. Y Hero He Ob110 BhiOopa. OH OBII BCETO JIUILIL OPYKUAEM.

Bce, uto [TanmaTuH o6eInan CBOUM YIHIOAIOIIAMCS Y€JI0BEUECKUM JIUI[OM, ¥ 9TO OBLIO MPABHOM. JTO
OblTa Harpaga opaa Belimepa 3a BepHYI0 cnyk0y. BCio XKU3HB IPeNaHHOTO CIyXKeHus 6e3
TIePEIbIIIKY.

Y oH Bce ele ObIT AYpaKOM, KOTOPOMY HYKHO OBIJI0 HanmoMHUTL. CHOBA U CHOBA.

Korpa :Xu3Hb BHYTPU TPYyIa IIpeKpaTuiach, OH OYeHb I0JIT0 CTOSJI COBEPIIEHHO HETIOABUKHO, He
OBUTASCH.

YepHas IpoCTh NOJHSANACH B cepple Kubopra u ocnenuia ero. CHapyKu OH OblJT HEIIOABUXKHOM
TEMHOU cTaTyell. BHyTpu y Hero Oblyla mecuaHasi Oypsi, KOTOpas cMeTasia BCe MBICTIH.

OHakuH OB MaJIeK0, OYEHb JalekKo.

[Tpups B cebst, OH MOBEePHYJICA Ha KaOlIyKax U BhIIIEN U3 KaMmepbl. OH OCTaBUJI TO, UYTO OCTAJIOCh, [JIS
KOT'0-TO IPYToro, Kakoro-to 6efHOro UMIlepiia HU3KOT0 YPOBHS, 4TOOH yOpaTh. OH IIesI 10 3ajlaM
MMmepaToOpCKOTro ABOPIIA, ¥ KaXKO0e CYIIEeCTBO ¥ APOUL 3HAJIM, YTO HE CTOUT BCTABaTh Y HETO HA
IyTH.

HmnepaTtop ynbIOHYyICS Mpo cebsi. ApocTh MOCTaBsAIa eMy YIOBOIbCTBYE, JaXke eCId OHa Oblna
HalpaBjieHa Ha Hero. Tem Ooiee, 4To 3TO Oblna OeccunibHas SpocTh. Belimep OyiieBars, mOTOMY 4TO
3HAJI CBOE MECTO.

KoneuHo, oH Ovl1 mpaB. [IepcrnekTuBa HEPOXKIEHHOTO pefeHKa, OTHaHHOTo MiMmepaTopy, Obiia



co01a3HUTENbHOM. YTO MOXKHO OBIJIO CeNaTh ¢ pedeHKOM? BCceBO3MOXKHEIE HOEH IIPOHOCHUIIKACH B €T0
rojioBe. M MaTh Toxke. ITa mapa Morja OBl CTATh HOBEIM 9KCIIEPUMEHTOM.

Ho ceiiuac ObI710 He BpeMs I03BOJIATE Belifiepy BRICKa3EIBATh CBOU YyBCTBa. 160 9TO OBITIO YHUCTOE
4yyBCTBO, Cuauyc ObUI yBepeH B 3TOM. Ero yueHuK OblI ellle 04eHb MoJiof. PebGeHKy Bcero 25 fer,
MyK4YMHa rae-To Bce elre rmog Brnageikoit CuToB. be3 coMHeHUs, OH TOCMOTPEI Ha OepeMeHHY10
JKeHIUHY ¥ BCcrioMHuUI [lagMe... BeyHO 3Ta 4epToBa [lagme Amunana.

Ona Oblya KJII0UOM K TIOXUILEHUIO Belifepa y mxkenaeB, HO faxke ee MaMsTh Oblla yrpo30oi
OKOHYaTe/IbHOMY KOHTpoOJt0 Cuguyca Haf ero npu3oM. Ee cmepTs Oblla HeoOxoguMa, U UPOHUS B
TOM, YTOOBI TI0O3BOJIUTL Belgepy moBepuTh, YTO OH CAaM HECeT OTBETCTBEHHOCTh 3a ee YOUCTBO, Obla
BOCXUTHUTENIbHOU. U BCe XKe B ee BOCIIOMHUHAHUSX OBIJIO YTO-TO My4YeHHUYECKoe, YTO ObIJI0 TPHUCKOPOHO.
Emy xoTesoch, 4ToOB BCce OBIJI0 HEMHOTO ITO-IpyroMy. [IepBoHa4YanbHO OH IIJTAHUPOBAJI, YTO OHA
IIPOKUBET ellle HEMHOT'0, JOCTAaTOYHO OOJIT0, YTOOH IeHCTBUTEIHHO IIpefiaTh CBOEr0 MyXkKa, TaKUM
HEeJIByCMBICJIEHHEIM 00pa3oM, YT0Ok Belifiep He UCIILITHIBAJ YTPhI3EHUY COBECTH M3-3a €€ CMepPTH.

B mo6oM criydae, OH He MOT ITO3BOJIUTH KaKOM-TO 6JIeHOM UMUTAIIUK €T0 HEXKHO VIIeIIen
KOpoJeBH-peOeHKa [T03BOIUTh Belnepy ayMath, YTO OJIs HETO ellle eCTh HafexXa.

BynyT u gpyrue MHTEpPECHbIE BO3MOXKHOCTH. ITO ObliIa MOTEPS, HO He Gosnblinas. ITo Obiyia 6obiIast
rajakTuka. Ero MHKBU3UTOPE PaHO UJTK IIO3OHO IPUHECYT eMy YTO-HUOYAb ellle, YTO OH CMOXKET
MICII0/Ib30BaTh.

A moxa oH OBIJT OUeHb IOBOJIEH. Beliiep MOT 3aKaThIBaTh UCTEPUKY CKOJIBKO YTOAHO. TOT QakKT, 9YTO OH
BBITIOJTHUJI IIPUKa3, HECMOTPS Ha THEB, JOKa3kiBaJl, YTO OH JEeMCTBUTEILHO CJIOMJIEH, YTO OH
nprHannexut [lannatuny. Hascerna.
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