OpHako UM MoTPe60BasoCh MHOTO BpeMeHH, YTOOH IPUUTH K pelnenuio. [u Xao He MOT He CIIPOCUTL:
«THI erie He 3aKOHYKIIA?» HecMoTps Ha TO, 9YTO OH OBIT JOBOJILHO TEPIIENIUB, OH BCE PABHO CTajl
HEeMHOT0 0ecmoKOHHEIM. OH [azke BHU[IEN, YTO OHH B YeM-TO PacxomsaTcs. Kak monro oHu
IIJTAaHMPOBAJIM TI03BOJIUTEL €MY XKAATh?

Csio ®aHn ynbIOHYIaCch U KMBHYJIA T'OJIOBOM C U3BUHSIOIIMMCS BEIpaKeHHEM JIMIla, a 3aTEM CKa3asa:
«ITogoxnu HemHOrO, Ha I'a». [Toce 3TOro OHa elle pa3 IepPeroBOpuiIa C OCTAIbHBIMU.

[l Xao Mor TOJIbKO KUBHYJI T010BOM. K c4acThio, OH IIpHBe3 C CO00i KHUTY U PEIInsT TOYUTATh,
oXwupas, Korma oHu 3akoH4YaT. OH OB YBepeH, YTO y Hee MOXKeT OBITh ues, HO OnacHas... UMEeHHO
II03TOMY MeXKAYy HUMU BO3HUKJIIA Pa3HOIIacusl.

Korpa onu, HakoHell, 3aKoH4YuIN 00cyxnenue, Csio ®an 6bicTpo cena nepep Llu Xao, HEBUHHO
MOpPTHYB I'ta3amu. [lu Xao, eCTeCTBeHHO, 3HaJI, UYTO 3TO 3HAYHUT, - OHa coOMpaeTCs CHenaTh YTO-TO,
U151 4ero moTpedyeTcs ero IMOMOIIb, HO TaKXKe TO, YTO Ues, MOJIZKHO ObITh, He 0YeHb Xopomas. OHa
Bcerga OblJla TAKOM C TeX 0P, Kak Obllla MaJIeHbKOM OeBOYKOM, HO 9TO He 3aCTABUJIO ero JII0UTh ee
MEHbIIIe.

- Hakorern-1o 3akonunnu? Ly Xao CIpocu, 3aKpeBas CBOI KHUT'Y, ¥ OOPATHII CBOE BHUMAaHKE Ha UX
PasroBop.

«9H...» - Cg0 ®aH 0oTBeTUIIA.
- Tak...? - cupocun u Xao. - YTo ThI XOUellb MHe CKa3aTh?

- Oa I's, g xo4y noexats B cTonully! f xouy BepHYThCS foMmoii! - cka3asna Cso ®an, nmonHas
pemmMocTu. Ha 3TOT pa3 oHa He IpUMeT «HeT» 3a OTBeT.

Llu Xao nopHsM ofHY OpoBh: «Pa3Be TH He 3HAEIh, YTO 3TO OMACHO?»
- 4 3Ha10... - cka3ana Cso PaH.
- Torma moueMy TEHL BCe ellle X0Yelllb Tya BepHYyThCca? - cripocul Lu Xao.

- Oa I's, ecTh IOTOBOPKA... CAMOE OIIACHOE MeCTO - caMoe Oe3omacHoe. He cTaHeT ke XaHbCKUM
uMIlepaTop 0ObICKMBATH CTONUILY? - cripocuiia Csio ®aH.

Iz Xa0 KMBHYJI r0JI0BOU: «MMIlepaTOp TalHO UCKaJl Bac, U HECKOJIBKO YeJIOBEK IIPOLOJIKAJIU
MOSIBJIATHCS B HAIIEM JOMe 110 HOYaM HEeCKOJIbKO pa3. MHI fenanu BUA, 9YTO HUYETO He 3HaeM». - Ux
ceMbsi OblIa y4eHOM ceMbel, I09TOMY, eCTECTBEHHO, X 3allliTa Obljla HE TaKOM CHUJIbHOM, KakK y
CceMbU BOEHHBIX. BOT moyeMy HUKTO He OymeT 4yBCTBOBATh Ce0s IOJO3PUTEILHEIM, €CJIU OHU OYAyT
IIPUTBOPSATHCS, YTO HUYETO He 3HAOT.

Llu Xao mob6asun: «MMmnepaTop XaHb nepecTan o0paliath BHIMaHKUe Ha Halll JoM, KOTfla eMy CTaJio
M3BECTHO, YTO BB HaXOOUTECh Ha 03epe KpeceHT. BOoT moueMy OH TOJIbKO Y2KECTOUYUII IPOBEPKY Y
KaXXI0r'0 BXOZla B CTOJIULY».

Csio ®an ckasana: «Ecnu s cmory 6e30macHo BOUTH B CTONHULLY, TO 51 6yay B 6€30I1acCHOCTH B HaIleM
nome. Jlaxe eCqu s He TI0eMy B CTONHUILY, OH OyJeT UCKaTh MEeHs!»

[Iu Xao, ecTeCTBEHHO, YYBCTBOBAJI Ce0s yIOBIETBOPEHHBIM HEIHEIIHEH TUYHOCThIO U CYXKIEHUSIMU
Csi0 ®an. CHayvasa OH IeWCTBUTEILHO IIJIAHUPOBAJI TO3BOJIUTh €1 0CTAaThCSI B 0€30IIaCHOM MECTE,
KOTOPO€ OH ITOITOTOBUJI 3apaHee, IIOTOMY UYTO OH He BEPUJI, YTO OHA MOXKET 3alUTUTh CeOs CO CBOel



IIPUBBEIYHON OMPOMETYUBOCTBI0. OH IIPOCTO MEITAJICS IPOBEPHUTH €€ II0CIIe TOTO, KaK YBUIET, KaK OHa
U3MeHHUIa TUYHOCTh. Eciiu ObI 0Ha OblyTa CTOJIb XKe 6e3paccynHa ¥ HeBUHHA, KaK paHblle, [ Hee,
6e3ycrioBHO, OBITI0 OB OTTACHO OCTABATHCS B CTOJIUIIE, IOTOMY YTO JIIOASIM OBIIO OBI JIETKO ee
HCII0JIb30BaTh.

[lu Xao crnpocun: «Iloyemy BaM IoTpe60OBasOCh TAK MHOTO BPEMEHH, YTOOH IPUMTH K TAKOMY
BEIBOZY ?»

Tpowulla He ocMeKBaIach BMEIIMBATLCS B PA3rOBOP MeXAy HUMHU, IIOTOMY YTO OHHM ITIOHUMAJIU, YTO
xoueT caenaTh Ly Xao. OHU OelCTBUTENBHO YyBCTBOBaJHU, 4TO Csi0 ®aH 1MOBE3J10, 4YTO Y HEE TaKOu
xopoinui 6paT. OH mbITancs 00pa3yMuTs ee! M3-3a 3TOr0 OHU TaKXkKe B3JOXHYJIH C 06JIeTYeHNEM, 9TO
TakKxXKe ObIIM IIPUYUHEI, 110 KOTOPHIM OHUM He COTJIaCUIUCh ¢ penreHueM Cso PaHa.

- Mou npy3bs He COTJIAIIANUCE, IIOTOMY YTO 3TO CJIMIIKOM omacHo! - Csio ®aH mpu3Haj OfHY U3
IIPUYUH.

- A motom? Kaxk THI ux ybemgumna? - cepbe3Hno crnpocun Liu Xao.

- 41 mama obemanue, YTO KAaK TOJIBKO YTO-TO OYHET He Tak, ST HeMe[JIeHHO MOKuHY ctomully! f He 6ymy
6e3paccynnoii! - Cso ®an fana obelaHue.

[1u Xao mokayas ronoBoii: «3To He Tak npocTto! IIpocToro obeinanus OyoeT HeJOCTATOYHO!»

- Yo T uMeelIs B BuAy, a I'3? - o6ecriokoeHHo cmpocuna Cso ®@aH. YTto, ecnu ee 6paT Takxke He
COTJIACeH C Heu?

- 9TO He OYEHb XOPOIlasi TaPaHTHs, ¥ 110 JINIly TBOUX APYy3€eH s BUXKY, UTO OHHU BCE €Ie He YYBCTBYIOT
cebs yOexxmeHHBIMU TOOOM, - cka3an Llu Xao. Xota Cso ®aH cTaHOBUIACh YMHEE, V HEE BCE ellle He
OBLLI0O HUKAKOT'O OIEITA.

Csio ®aH npuKycusaa HUXKHIOW I'y0y OT 4yBCTBa BUHEI, IOTOMY YTO OHA 3Haja, 4YTo ee Opat OBLI IIpasB.
Ipyrue meiTanuch yOeOuTh ee, YTO 3TO OMACHO, a OHA MHOTHA HE MOTJIAa CY[UTh O CUTYyalluy UITU
BeCTH cebs npaBunbHO. OHU He OUeHb BepUIU B ee o0elllaHKe, HO OHa ITPOJoJKasa HaBs3biBaTh CBOE
MHEHUe, TaKUM 00pa30M, OHU, HaKOHEL], CMATYUIIUCh.

- OnacHOCTh HAYHETCS C TOr0O MOMEHTa, KaK BhI IIOIIBITAETECH BOUTU B CTONUILY... 3HAYUT, YTO-TO
OymeT He Tak C caMOro Haydaja. ECiu Tak BHIPA3UTHLCS, TO BaM B CTONIMITY BOoOIIe He HYyXKHO! - [Iu
Xao TUXO0 CKa3aJl, HallOMHUB el.

- Torga... uTo MHe menath? - cnabo cupocun Csio @aH. OHa OblNla yBepeHa B CBOEM HOBOM HaBHIKE
Be[eHUs IIePeroBOPOB, HO Ka3ajoCh, YTO OHA IOTepliesia Heynauy! HUKTO He BepUII B Hee, U KaKUM-
TO 00pa3oM 3TO 3aCTABUIIO €€ cepfiie O0IeTs.

- 41 3agam Tebe Bompoc, U Tebe Hy>KHO OTBETUThL Ha HEro, XOPOIIo mofyMas, - ckadain [{u Xao.
- Kakoi Bompoc? - cupocumna Cso ®aH.

- Tl roTOBa yMepeTs? - cripocun Lu Xao.

Csio ®aH Oblna MopazkeHa BHE3AITHEIM BOITPOCOM. - UTo TH uMeels B Buny, Ila ['3?

- Kak TONIBKO BEI BOIZJIGTG B CTOJINITY, BBI HOJIZKHEI OBLITH XpaﬁpHMI/I... 1 IIPUHATE BO3BMOZXKHOCTE TOTO,
YTO MOXKeTe ObITh 3aXBaUeHEl XaHbCKHUM HMIIEPATOPOM KaXKOYI0 CEKYHOY. Cy'H.IeCTByeT TaKXKe



BEPOSATHOCTE TOI'O, YTO UMIIEPATOP XaHb X0UeT JINIIUTh Bac XXKU3HU! - 00BSICHUI Iu Xao.

- ,]:[OHYCTI/IM, Y BaC €CTh TIOHMMaHNe, YTO BaM IIPUOETCA 0exaThb. Kak TOIBKO YBUOUTE, 9TO YTO-TO HE
Tak, BBl HE CMOXKeTe CAeaTh HUUero Moje3H0ro B CTOINIIE M3-3a Balllero crpaxa. Jlydiie, eCiu BE
ocTaHeTech Ha yiuile! Tl IPOCTO COOMPAEUILCS BOUTH BHYTPD, IIOTOMY YTO BHl YBEPEHEI, YTO OyOyT 5
U OTell, YTOOHI 3alIUTUTh BaC, BEPHO? MaJjo Toro... HoO ¥ TBOUX Apy3ei, BepHo? - Llu Xao 3aman
HECKOJIBKO TSKEeJIbIX BOTIPOCOB.

Csto ®aH MpHUIUIOCh MTPHU3HATh, YTO OH IENCTBUTEIHHO OBIT IIPaB, U OHA OCTOPOXKHO KMBHYJIA TOJIOBOM.
- Ecnu THI Tak gymaelb, 3TO O3Ha4YaeT, YTO TH STOMCTHAYHA! - IpaMo ckazan Lu Xao.

Cs0 ®an He Moryia He nakath: «[la I'a! 4 He uMena B Bumy Takoro!» - Csso0 ®aH Havyajla IOHUMAaTh
CBOIO OIMOKY: eciu ObI OHA HACTOS/Ia HA CBOEM, OHA MOTJIa ITIOCTABUThH IIOJ YIPO3Yy KU3Hb CBOUX
Ipy3el, a OHa He X0TejIa, YTOOBI 3TO IMTPOU30IILIO!

Llu Xao B3[IOXHYJ, 3Has1, YTO OH Bcerpa Owin cinab, korga Bumen cieswl Csio @aH: «BoT nouemy s
CHayaJja roBopio ¢ To60# 00 3TOM... ECiu T X04ellTb BEPHYThCS, HOIMYCTUM... iMel B Buny! Thl
[OJIXKHA CJIeJ0BaTh BCEMY, UTO MBI IIJTAHMPOBAJIM 10 3TOT0, BK/II0Yas TBOUX Apy3el. Ecnu y Bac ecTh
3aIlaCcHON IUIaH UIN J'IyT-II_HI/Ifl I1JIaH, BEI OOJI2KHBI CHA4YaJla 06cyHI/ITb Cc HaMu!»

Cs0 ®aH ¥ TpoHulla KUBHYJIM, B KOHIIE KOHI[OB, OHM 3HaJI¥, YTO B CTOIHUIEe XaHb OHU MOTYT I10JIaraThCs
TOJIBKO Ha OTIIOBCKYIO BN1acTh 0TLa Cs0 ®Pan. OHu Takxke 3Hanu, 4To Llu Xao He HEOOLeHNBal X, OH
TOJIBKO TIPeRyIpexkaa, YToOb OHU ObIIM OCTOPOKHEI, 9TO HOKa3aso, 4uTo aeno Cso ®@an 6vimo 6onee
OIlaCHBIM, 4YeM TO, Kak LIz Xao paccka3zai.

Llu Xao HeXHO BHITED crne3sl Csi0 ®aH pykaBoM U cKa3a: «4eM paHbIlle Thl 0CO3HAEIh CBOU
HEOOCTaTKH, TEM JIy4IlIe».

BecmokoiicTBo LIy Xao He nmosiBusiock HuOTKyma. Csio ®an Ovlia ciauiikoM mobpa, u ee mobpoTa Ovlia
CMelllaHa C ee HEBUHHOU JTMYHOCTHIO, --- JIFOAM, KaK IIPaBUIIO, UCII0Ib30Bau ee. OH ciyluan Bce, YTO
npoucxonuio B JIuHb YKoy, pa3Be XaHb CSH He UCIOIb30Baja f06poTy Cso ®an? MeHHO MO3TOMY
OH HaCTOPOXKEHO OTHOCHUJICS K HOBHIM Apy3baM Csi0 OaH.

OH He 3HAJI UX, ¥ C €T0 OIIEITOM He OBIJI0O HUYero IIJIOXOr0 B TOM, YTOOLI OBITh OCTOPOKHEIM. B KOHIIE
KOHIIOB, OH 3a60Tuics TOJIbKO 0 6aromnonyunu Cso daH.

Csio ®aH oTBeTUIA: «OHb... [la ['3, y TeOs eCTh IPYyToH IIaH?»
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