Ha BTOpPOM 3Taxe MOMyasspHOTO pecTopaHa B BaHb(p3HE MOIOIOM YelloBeK TOCMOTPEN Ha Ao JIuH,
KOTOpPas B3BOJITHOBAHHO OTJISIOBIBATIaCh BOKPYT, KAK MaleHbKUN Pe0eHOK. Y MyKYUHBI OBIJI0O KPACHBOE
JIUI0 C 3a0CTPEHHBIM HOCOM ¥ BBITAIOUIENCS YeTI0CThI0. Ero yarHeHHbIe TTIa3a MUHIaIeBUIHOM
dbopMHI, r11a3a peHuKca, OB SICHE, HO B HUX OB 0TOJIECK 6e33Kam0CTHOCTH. Korga 9To coueTanoch
C ero HEIHEeIIHeH XUIITHOM yNIbIOKOM, BCEM CTaHOBUJIOCH SICHO, UTO OH OMACHHIM YeyoBek. OH
OCTaQHOBHUJICS U YyTh U3MEHUII CBOI0 KOBAPHYIO YIIHIOKY, @ 3aTeM MSTKO CIIPOCHUJI YeJIOBEKa PSIOM C
HUM: «TBI 3HAEIIb 3Ty XKEHIITHHY?»

MyxunHa yKa3asn Ha o JIuH, KoTopas He obpalllaja BHUMAHUS Ha B3TJISIOH, KOTOPEIMU €€
IIPOBOZKA/IHU M3-3a ee KpacoTwl. ETo mHTepecoBaso, 0T4ero oHa BefeT cebsi Tak CBOOOIHO U CUACTIIUBO
6e3 kakux-mubo orpaHudYeHui. OHa KyIuiIa HECKOIbKO BUIOB MECTHHIX IIPOAYKTOB U He KOJIe0/IsCh
CcheJla UX, B OTJINYHE OT 0JIarOPOJHEIX JaM, KOTOPEIE eIk C OCTOPOKHOCTRIO. OHA pajioBaia ero
B3TJISII.

«Kakas o0xKopa», - mofymMaJ OH 1po ceds.

YenoBek psmoM ¢ HUM OblT mpedekToM BaubdaHSA. ITOT YemoBeK ObUT XUTPOM CTAapO JIUCULIEH,
KoTopas o0afaja KpacHOpeuYreM U yMmera J1Ie0e3UTh Iepel BEIIECTOSIIMMU, BKITI0Yasi MOJIOLOTO
yeJioBeKa psafoM ¢ HUM. [IpedeKTy OBIJIO OKOJIO MSATUECSTH JIeT. BeposTHO, U3-3a TOTO, YTO KU
XOPOIIeH KU3HBIO, OH OB TOJICTSIKOM C 00JbIINM ITy30M. OH ITOCMOTPEN Ha XKeHIIUHY, KOTopas
3alHTepecoBaia MOJIOAOr0 YejloBeKa, U IT0Kadasl [0JI0BOM: «IJTOT IOAYMHEHHBIN HUKOIIa PaHbIlle He
BUZET 3Ty MOJIony0 nenu. OHa, BEPOATHO, U3 OPYTOT0 TOPOfa», - MOSICHUT IpedeKT.

- XM-M-M... - MOJIOZIOHM 4eJIOBEK MaJio YTO CKa3aJ, HO CHeslall XKeCT YeJI0BeKYy II03aii Hero, CBoeMy
camMoMy [oBepeHHOMY ciyre. Ciyra Joiroe BpeMs CJiefloBajl 3a CBOMM XO3SIHHOM, OH, eCTECTBEHHO,
3HAJI, YTO ero XO35IUH X0UeT, YTOOH OH CHesnall, - y3Hal MPOUCX0XKIeHNe XKEeHIITWHEL.

OH B3[0XHYJI, 3Has, 4YTO Y €ro X035iKMHa B OYepeNHOM pa3 IPOCHYJIO0Ch BOXKeNIeHNe, OH BCerfia JIIo0uI
KPaCHUBHIX IeBYIIEK, CyOs II0 TOMY, CKOJIBKO Y HETO HAJIOXKHUII, ¥ BCe XKe... OH HUKOI'la He YyBCTBOBAI
ce0s yIOBIIETBOPEHHEIM U IIPOAOJIKaJl f00aB/IsATh UX B CBOU MHOTOYMC/IEHHEIE KoJleKuuu. Cnyra
HEMHOTI'0 [10XaJleJl HOBYIO IeJlb CBOero xo3suHa. OH 3aaBajics BOIPOCOM, K KaKOMY LOMY
IPUHAJIeXKUT 3Ta MoJIofas Mucc. be3 HeoOX0AMMOCTH TOIOJIHUTEILHEIX TOSCHEHUH ClIyra OBICTPO
BBIIIEJT, YTOOBI PACCIIPOCUTH O TpOoIIoM o JIuH.

do JIun npomonKasia B3BOITHOBAHHO OCMaTPUBaTh JOCTONPHMEYaTeIbHOCTH, II0OKa He MTOYyBCTBOBasla
YCTaJIOCTh ¥ He pelruna oTHoxHyTh. OHa OTrJISIHYIach U BEIOpasa Cay4YaiHyo YaiixaHy, 4TOOEl CECTh U
BBIIUTH Yall. Ee HOru OTKa3bIBAJIUCh UATH Oajiblie!

- I'ocmoxka, 4TO TH X0Yelllb 3aKa3aTh? - cripocuna Cgo FOu.

- Yait u BeimeuKy. Thl MOXKeIllb caMa BRIOPATh UX [JIS MeHs, - ckaldasa fo JIun. Cso HOit KuBHYNa,
3Has, 4To Momnopas X0341Ka He CIIUIIKOM IPUAUPYKBA K efie, I03TOMY OHa OCTaBHUJIa e€e 3a CTOJIOM
onuy. Cio He eJI C HUMH, IIOTOMY 4TO 3TO OBIII0 HeyMecTHO. flo JIuH yxKe 03Bajia ero, yropapubas He
OTHOCHUTHCSI K CBOMM 0053aHHOCTSIM CJIUIIKOM (opMabHO, HO yIpsMbi Cio TPOM0IKall OTBEPraTh
ee noOpble HAMePeHUs, TO3TOMY OHa MOTJIa TOJIBKO coathcs. OH XKOajl CHapyKu, HO He 0cnabsin
CBOIO OMUTENBHOCThL. BpeMsi OT BpeMeHU OH 3ariisigbiBajl B peCTOpPaH, YTOOL ITPOBEPUTH UX.

4o Jlun mouyBCcTBOBasa cebss HEMHOTO COHHOM, HO 3aTEM OHa YCJIbIIIANa, KaK KEHIITWMHE 103314 Hee
3aroBOPHUIIH O IIPHUHIIECCe XaHb, ¥ 9TO 3aCTABUIIO €€ YXO IIPHUCIYIIATLCS, IBITAsCh PACCTIBIIIATE BECh
UX Pa3roBOP.

- BrI crpIIany 0 HeflaBHUX HOBOCTSIX O MpHUHIlEcCe XaHb, KOTOpasi COOMPAETCS BEIUTH 3aMyXK 3a
uMIeparTopa apcTBa LIMHB? - XKeHIIMHA Pa3roBapyBalia Co CBOUMHU APY3bsIMU NOBOJILHO TPOMKUM



TOJIOCOM, CYAS IO ee BU3XKAIEMY T'0JIOCY ¥ TOMY, KaK OHa CaMOJOBOJIFHO ITPOM3HECTIA CBOM
IIPUTOBOP, Ka3aa0Ch, YTO €e X000U - CIIJIETHUYATH O APYTUX JTIOOSX.

«MHTepecHO», - mopyMara 1po cebs flo Jlun. OHa 3aMHTEPecoBalach, KaKre HOBOCTH Y 9TOMH
JKEHIIUHEL.

- Ha... ma... moueMmy? Y Bac eCcTh KaKue-mub0o HOBOCTU 00 3TOM?
- { cnplmana, 4TO MpUHIlECCA HACTOSIAsA KpacaBulla, - yBEPEeHHO CKa3ajla OHa.
- Otkypna BhI 3HaeTe? Ee HUKTO HUKOrAa He Bufen! - OcranbHble CMOTPENN Ha HEe C HeTOBEPUEM.

- Mos TeTst pabGoTaia BO ABOPIIE 0 TOTO, KaK BHIIIA HA ITEHCHUIO U Ilepeexaia Clofa, YTOOH XKHUTh CO
MHOH, - 00bsiCHUIIA XKeHIMHa. OHa, Ka3aloch, TOPAUIIACh TEM, YTO y Hee OBUIA COYHBIE CIJIETHU U
OHa CMOTJIa IPUBJIeYh BHUMAHUE CBOUX Apy3ei. o JIWH 3aKaTuila ria3a, IOTOMY 9TO GOJIbIIE BCETO
HeHaBHUJIella TaKOT0 POfa JIIofiel, ¥ OHA BUMeNla MHOTUX M3 HUX B CBOEH [IepEBHE.

- O4eHb IJI0XO0... XaHbCKUM HMIIEPATOp HE JIIO0HUT ee, II0O3TOMY €€ II0JIOZKEHHE BO OBOpPIE OBLIIO
He3aBUIOHEIM, - CKa3adJlda ZKEeHIIWHA OJPpAMAaTU4YEeCKUM TOHOM.

- ITpaBpa? [Ipyras axHyna OT TOTO, YTO OHA pacKphiia. - [Touemy?

- Ha... BeposiTHO, 9TO U3-3a ee MaTepu. Ee MOXUTUIIU U OTIIPABUJIA K XaHbCKOMY MMIIEPATOPY B
Ka4yeCTBe HaJIOXKHUIIEL, a [I0CJie POJOB XKeHINKHa yOexkasa! - pe3Ko XeHIIIHa CKa3asa.

- Uto? [Touemy? Pa3Be 3T0 He OTIUYHAA KU3HB?

- He cymacmepmas mu 5Ta XXKeHIIAHA?

- KT0 GBI OTKA3aJICst OT TaKO¥ POCKOIITHOM XKU3HU?

- OHa Tak XeCTOKa, YTO MOTIJIa OCTAaBUTh CBOEr0 peOeHKa TaM B IIOJTHOM OJUHOYECTBe?!

I pyrue XKeHIIUHE TPO0JIKaJTH BEICKA3bIBATh CBOE COOCTBEHHOE MHEHUE, UTO 3aCTABIISIJIO OCHOBHOM
MCTOYHUK CIUIETEH TOPAUTHLCSA cob6oi. Eif 0oBe3710, UTO ee TeTs MPUHECIa TaKyl0 3aMedaTeIbHYI0
HOBOCTb, KOTOPOM MOXKHO IIOIEJIUTELCS, ¥ OHA MOTJIa CTaTh HICTOYHUKOM BHUMAHUS B KPYTY CBOUX
Ipy3el, He TIOHUMas, YTO OHA HA CAMOM [iejie Pa3HOCUT CIUIETHU O KOPOJIEBCKOM ceMbe. Ecnu GBI
KTO-TO U3 I[apCTBa XaHb CJIy4alHO YCIIbIIIA €€, 9TO 3aKOHYMIIOCH OBl IJI0X0 1151 Hee. K cuacThio, OHH
OBLIIM [OBOJILHO [aJIeKO OT 1[apCTBa XaHb.

4o JIun XoTeNla IepeBepHYTh CBOM CTOJI. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OHUM TOBOPUIIK O MaTepu JIuHb 1I3s5HsS
TAKUM HenpUIu4YHbIM 00pa3oM. OHa Oblya XKEHOM APYTroro MyKYUHE, ¥ €€ MIOXUTUIIH, T03TOMY,
KOHEYHO, OHa He X0Tena Obl ocTaBaThcs TaM! Ho oHa Takke Oblila B 3aMellaTeIbCTBE, II0YEMY OHA
ocTaBusla pebeHKa TaM 1 He IIpuBe3a ero ¢ co0ou? [[oMKHO ObITh, YTO-TO CIYYUIIOCH IIPUMEPHO B TO
BpPEMS...

2KeHIuHa CHOBa 3aroBopuiia: «XM... f TakKe He CIIUIIKOM YBEPEHA B IPUYUHE, TIOTOMY YTO HUKOMY
He MT03BOJIEHO TOBOPUTH 06 3TOM. ITO Taby, HENb3sI, YTOOH Y3HANIM BO JBOPIIE, TO3TOMY IIPaBIa,
MOJIKHO OBITH, ObI/Ta MCKaXKeHa. Mos TeTs He OCMeNInIachk HUYero cKasaTh 110 3TOMY moBoay». - OHa
Obl;Ta HEMHOT'0 pa3o4yapoBaHa B 9TOM YacTu. Eciu Ovl ee TeTs Oblja IOTOBA IIOTOBOPHUTH, 3TO
03HAYaJI0, YTO OHA OBl OAEIHUIIaCh C HUMHU OOJIBIIMMY HOBOCTSIMH.

- O ueM TH TOBOpHINL? - OlHA U3 XKEHIIUH CIIPOCUIIA U3-3a CBOETO JIIOOOTBITCTRA.



- Korga HMMIIEPATOP Y3HaAJ, 9TO HaJIOZKHHUIIA yﬁe}Kana, OH 9yTh HE YGI/IH IIPpUHIIECCY Ha MeCTe», -
PacCCKa3alla XKEeHIIWHa.

[ pyTue XeHIIUHB axHYIU OT YIUBIEHUS.
- He moxeT OpITE! YeM ke 3TO 3aKOHUMIIOCH? - CIIPOCHJIA OfHA U3 HUX.

- Na... K cyacThio, KTO-TO CIlac MPUHIIECCY... XOTS 110 ee PacCyKOeHUsIM. Ha CaMOM fiejie, JKU3Hb
TIPUHIIECCH BO OBOpIle XaHb HebmaromonyyHa. - OHa CHOBa celaa 1may3y ojisi ApaMaTHYeCKOTro

addekrTa.

- B uem npuymuHa?

- CoxpaHUIIM e XKU3Hb TOJIBKO [IJIST TOT'0, YTOOHI ITO3BOJIUTH €1 CTAaTh XKEePTBOM [JIsT OPavHOTO COI03a,
- CKa3aJjia XKeHIIUHa.

9o JIuH MorJia TOJIBKO II0KayaTh rojI0Boi. KopoieBcKasi ceMbs IeHCTBUTEIRHO Oblyia 6€32KaIoCTHA.
OHY IIJIaHHPOBA/IM XKKU3Hb XaHb CSIH C caMOro Hayasla, ¥ oOHa Oblyla oOpedeHa Ha OJUHOKYIO XU3Hb.
OHa oYeHb XKaJejla 9Ty IPUHIIECCY.

- { cnplana, Kak KTO-TO CKa3aJl, YTO y Hee eCTeCTBEHHBIM YHUKAJIbHBIM apoMaT, 3TO Ipaspga? - elle
pa3s crpocusia OgHa U3 XeHIUIVH. YCIbIaB 3T0, yiu Ao JIue HacTopoxunuce. A? HaTypanbHbEIN
apoMaTt? HakOHeII-TO KTO-TO 3ar0BOPHII 00 3TOM.

- OTOT apoMar - TO, UTO CIacio el XK13Hb! - BOCK/IMKHYJIa XEeHIIUHA. - be3 9TOro yaIuBUTEIEHOTO
3alaxa Kakoe IIpeuMyIecTBO y Hee ecTh? Y MMnepaTopa yKe MHOTO APYTUX IIPUHIECC, U €CIIU Y Hee
HeT KaKoi-mubo YHUKaIbHOM YepTHl, TO OHA He OYeHb Mojie3Ha myist MMmepartopa. Ho aTo
NEVCTBUTEJIbHO IIpaBaa... y Hee HaTypasibHbIM HEITIOBTOPHUMEIM apoMar.

fo JIun em€ Gosbllle 3auHTEepPeCcoBasach. [IpaBma, HeyxKenu 3TO BO3MOXKHO? Eif 0ueHb XOTEJIOChH
caMmou ToHioxaTh XaHb CsIH, ¥ caMoii YBUAETh BOMIIEOCTBO €€ TaHIla ¢ 6aboukamu. Fo JIun
OTJISTHYJIACh, ¥ Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO HUKTO He oOpalljaeT BHUMAHUS Ha TO, O YeM CIUIeTHUYAIH XKEHIIUHHI,
TOJIBKO OHa. E¥f IT0OBE3710, YTO OHA CMOTJIa YCIIBIIIATh 9Ty HHGOPMAIIKIO ClTydaiHo. Eciu Ol OHa He
BeIOpajia CBOe MeCTO 3[IeCh, OHa He CMorJa Ovl SICHO CIIBIIIATh. TeM He MeHee, OHa He Oblla yBepeHa,
YTO paccKas KEeHITWHE He OBbIT YemyXou MK 4To 3T0 Oblyia mpaBga. OHa OTMETHIIa 3T PA3TOBOPHI,
yTOOHI 1T032Ke nomenurcs uMu ¢ o UueMm u JIuns L3gHeMm.

- Xa! {1 Tebe He Bepio! - cKa3aja OgHA U3 XKEHIIHH.
- IlpaBpga... uCTUHHAA...
- A yeM TBI MOXKEIIIb 9TO JOKa3aTh?

Kenmumna Ovlia omenoMieHa: «JlokazaTenbcTBa? Kak s Mory 9To mokasaTh? S HUKOT[A paHbIle He
BCTpedasa MpuHIeccy. S yBepeHa B 9TOM, IIOTOMY YTO MOSI TeTs He OyHeT iraTth MHe!» - XKeHIIHHA
HactauBasia. Kak oHu xoTenu, 4TOOL OHA HOKa3aja 3T0?
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