[To mepe ToOTO, Kak JIu Me#poH ymasnsaack OT MeCTa B3PHIBa, II0YBa CTAHOBUIACH O0JIee TEMHOHM,
T7IagKOM ¥ TBePHOM. PacCTUTEIbHOCTh IIOCTEIIEHHO CMEeHUIaCh 00CUINaHOBEIMU KaMHSIMH,
pasbpocaHHbIME 110 OeCIITOmHOM 3eMIie. Ilement ChImancs CBepXy, OKYTHIBAS TIOBEPXHOCTD ITBIIBHON
cepol nrIMKOM. [leByiika 0osiach 3a CBOe MaJIeHbKOe pacTeHue, 3Hasl, YTO OH YSI3BUM Iepel KapoM
u ntaMeHeM. OHa crpsitana Yoy B pyKaBe, Tak Kak IoTepsijia CYMKY, a TakXKe OCTaJIbHbIE Belly,
Korga Oexaja, cracasi CBOIO JKM3Hb OT HallafIeHUsI OTHEHHOTO ApakoHa. Ee mpopnBuxkeHue OBIIO
OCTaHOBIIEHO JIeAeHAIMUM OyIIy 3penuineM. OHa JOCTUTIa Kpas By/iKaHa. CTeHa YEpHBIX, CYyXUX U
TBEPIBIX PacCIlJIaBlI€HHBIX KaMeHeH, TIHYJIaCh BBEPX IIOUTHU UEaIbHO BEPTUKAJIbHO. [IpUIyPUBIINCH
¥ CTOS Ha BepIIMHE OBIMSAIIeNcs ropkl, Jlu MelipoH 3amMeTuia 4To-To 0ejmoe 1 6€3BOJIBHO CBUCAIOIIEE
C JXepJia ByJiIKaHa. ITO, OOJIKHO OBITh, XBOCT MceHKa! [lake I'psI3HO-CEPHIM OT Iellia, ero
OJIecTAIIME MeX BCe ellle BEIOEeJIsICS, KaK BCIHIIKA CBeTa B TEMHOTe. I10 HeloIBHKXHOCTH XBOCTa OHA
3aKJII0unIa, 4To OegHSIKKa, JOJIXKHO ObITh, 03 CO3HaAHUS. Y Hee He OBII0 BEIOOpa, KPOME KakK
MIOOHSTHCA K HEMY, HECMOTPS Ha YCTal0CTh, X Ha TO, YTO MOHATUS HE UMella, KaK Tyaa MOJHATHCH.

OTOpOCUB OCTOPOKHOCTH, OHA MOTSIHYJIAch K BHICTYIY B CTeHe. Kpenko yXBaTUTLCS ObIIO TPYOHO,
KaMeHb OBLJT TEIJTbIM ¥ pacchimyaThiii. OHa MOOHSIACh TaK OBICTPO M OCTOPOKHO, KaK TOJIBKO
OCMeJIMIIacCh, HaIyIbIBasd CIIEOYIOIINY BEICTY Ha ITIOBEPXHOCTH, 3a KOTOPBIM MOTJIa YXBaTUThCS.

- Macrep, noxanyicra, faBaite BepHeMCsa! OTOT CyMaClleLIN TapeHb U3 OXKYHTJIeH XKOeT
MacTepa, ¥ Yoy Majio YTO MOXKET cHeflaTh, 4TOOH IOMOYb MacTepy 37ech! Kak HacueT TOro, 4ToOH
HalTH HOBOTO Jiuca? Toro, KOTOpHY He OyeT AyMaTh O TOM, YTOOBI CHECTh I'OCIIOXKY MU YOuTh Hoy!
Kaxk Hacuer aToro?

Yoy, KOHe4HO, OBI IIpaB. ITO OINpefie/IEeHHO JIOBYIIKa, 00 3TOM TOBOPUIK €€ crapiure. OHa Morja
TOJIBKO TIPENTOJI0KUTh, YTO BO BPEeMSs B3PEIBA 9TOT MEP3KUK MacTep LI3SHIYM CXBATHII ee
MaJieHbKOro CHeXXKa, KaKMM-TO 06pa30M BHIBEJI €TI0 U3 CTPOsI, @ 3aTeM ITIOMECTHII eTr0 Tyda Kak
IPUMAHKY [ Hee, 3Hasi, YTO OHA He CMOXKET OCTABUThL €T0 YMUPATh.

- fl He MOTy OCTaBUTh €ro 3eCh! - peLIUTEeNIbHO II0AyMaJsla OHa.

- [Taxe TmocJie ISATH JIET, IPOBEeIeHHEIX BMecTe, Yoy He MOXKeT MOHATh MacTepa! MHorma rocmoxa
BefeT ce0st KaK CaMblil TPYC/IMBHIM Y€JI0BEK, KOTOPOro Yoy Korma-nubo BCTpedas, a HHOTa OHa
BHE3aIIHO PelllaeT, YTO MOKHO IIPEITaTh B PaCI/IaBIeHHYI0 OTHEHHYIO 1aBy! Yoy He MoXKeT
CIIPAaBUTHCS CO BCEM 3THUM CTpeccoMm!

- Yoy, 9TO O4YeHb... IPOCTO, - TPoBopYasa JIu MelpoH, MEITasICh TOCTABUThL HOTY HAa KaMeHb, KOTOPHIH
OCHITIAJICSI, €7IBa HE 3aCTaBUB ee yIacTh, - KOTMla MOXKHO u30exKaTh HeIPUITHOCTEH, nu3berai
HempusaTHocTel. Ho, ecru Tel Gepelb Ha ce0s OTBETCTBEHHOCTD 3a KOT'0-TO, - OHA HAlllJla XOPOIIYI0
OTIOPY [IJISE HOT ¥ MOMHSIACh, XBATAsICh 3a CIEAYIOIIYI0 TPOYHYI0 TOBEPXHOCTD, - TH JOJIKEH CeNaTh
3TO JII000H I1eHOoMH!

CTeHa HayaJjla XKe4b el PyKH, YeM BHIIIEe OHa IOJHUMaJach, TEM ropsiuee CTaHOBUIOCh. OHa
YyBCTBOBaJa, Kak Ha JIafIOHIX IOSIBIISIOTCS BOJIABIPH, a 110 0y ¥ CIIMHEe KaTsATCS Kariu 1noTta. Ee
T0JIOC MOLIATHYJICSA OT CYXOT'0 rOPSYero Bo3ayxa, KOTOPEIM OHA AbILIAasa.



Yoy He MOT IPUOyMaTh, YTO OTBETUTH Ha 3T0. OH BCe ellle HUYEero He TIOHUMAJl U IPUIIeN K BHBOMY,
YTO ero X03s1iKa CKJIOHHA K CAaMOyOUNCTBY.

Yero Yoy He 3HaJ, TakK 3TO TO, YTO UMEHHO NpeabIgyias Ku3Hb JIu Melipon chopMupoBana 3Ty
KOHKpeTHYI0 ¢punocoduio. OHa 3Haa, KaKOBO 3TO - OBITH OTBEPTHYTOM CaMbIMU OJTU3KUMU U
OOPOTUMH, IPENOCTABIEHHON caMoi ce0e B 0UeHb IOHOM Bo3pacTe. KOHEeUHO, pomuTeNnu BCceraga
IaBaJv ey KPHIITy Haf TOJI0BOM M MOCTATOYHO AeHer, YTOOk IIPOKOPMUTHCS, HO uX paboTa Bcerga
Ka3aJlach UM BaxKHee, 4eM ee BocnuTaHue. OHa WX MMOYTH He 3Haja. HekoMy OBITIO BEITEPETH €€
Cne3bl, KOTla OHa CTpafajia, HeKoMy OBIJIO OTBE3TH €€ B IEPBLIM eHb B IIKOJYy. Korma oHa
BO3Bpalllajach IOMOH, €€ He XK[a/Iu ropsuue 0mofa.

Tonbko 6aby1Ika, C KOTOPOY OHa IPOBeJIa HECKOJIBKO AParolleHHEIX JIeT NeTCTBa, Oblla [ Hee KeM-
TO Bpoze Matepu. Ho oHa ymepna. baOyinka Hay4una ee ObITH CAMOCTOSITEIbHOM, IIOTOMY YTO TOXKE
XOPOIIIO 3Hasa, KaKOBO 3TO - XXUTb ONHOU.

Ee HeymayHbIe OTHOIIEHHUS B MTOCIEAYIONIHEe TOObl ObITK e1le OOHUM II0BOIOM [JIsT OTKa3a. Ilocie
TOTO, KaK OHa B/II0OMIach B UeJl0BeKa, KOTOPHIM 00OMaHyn ee, oHa 0oJibllle HUKOTHA He MOrJjia
TIOJTHOCTBIO MTOJTOXKUTHCS Ha APYroro yenoBeka. C Tex mop, HeHOBEPUE U SMOLMOHATbHAS
OTCTPAHEHHOCTh CTAJId COTPOBOXKOATh BCE €€ OTHOIIEeHHs, KaK CPEeICTBO 3alllUTH OT BHOBb PA30UTOT0
cepaua. EcTecTBeHHO, HU OJHA U3 9TUX CBSI3€# HE IPOIUIach JOJITO.

Ona Haxomuma yTellleHre B JOMAITHUX IMATOMIIAX, ITYIIXMCTEIX KOIIKAX, O KOTOPHEIX OHA 38.60TI/IJIaCb,
Jep2ZKa CBOe OOMHOYECTBO HA PACCTOAHHUH. 2KUBOTHEBIE, KA3aJl0Ch, OGJ’I&H&HI/I YYBCTBOM BEPHOCTH U
6J'Ial"OJIapHOCTI/I, KOTOPOT'0O TaK 9aCTO HE XBATaJlo 6OJ'IBHII/IHCTBy none, ¢ KOTOPBEIMHU OHa KOFJIa-J'II/I6O
CTaJIKUBAIaCh. OTO OBIIM SICHEIE U IIPOCTEIE€ OTHOIIEHHU A, U TOJIbKO C HUMH OHa MOT'JIa CIIPDaBUTHCH.

U Teneps, KOrma paHeHBIM, OKPOBaBJIEHHLIN U ITOTePSABIINY coO3HaHNe CHEXKOK HYXKaJCsd B ee
IIOMOIITY, OTBEPHETCS JIX OHa OT HEero, Kak 3TO HEOIHOKPATHO [iejiaiu C Hell OCTalbHBIEe?

- Hu 3a uTo!

OHa Orina Tak 61u3ko! OHa MOrjia IPOTSHYTh PYKY M IIOYTH KOCHYTLCSA ero xBocTa. He o6paias
BHMMaHUA Ha 00/1b B pyKax, OHa HalllylaJja [I0CJIeHIO OIopy, YTOOk B300paThCs HaBePX, HO, K
COKaJIeHUI0, OCTaJIbHAas 4aCTh CTEHH OblIa C TJIafKOU, Topsiuell TIOBEPXHOCThI0. Y TYT el B rOnoBy
IpULIIa upges.

- Yoy, TOCMOTPH, CMOKEIITh JIU T CXBAaTUTh CHEXKKa CBOMMHU JIMaHaMU, TOTHA S CIPBITHY BHU3, U MBI
BhIOEPEMCST OTCIOMIA.

- Jlagno! YTo yrogHo, muik 6k X0351HKa MOKKUHYJA 3T0 MecTo! - OTBeTun Yoy, MpoTsAruBasi CBOU
JI03BI, YTOOH! OXBATUTh MEP3KOTI'0 JIMCa, KOTOPHIH KaKUM-TO 06pa3oM IIOCEUIICS B Cepalle ero IIylon
x03511K¥1. OIHAKO, KaK TOJIbKO OH KOCHYJICS IIEePCTU CYIIECTBa, OCTPas U My4uTeIbHas 00JIb
3acTaBWa pacTeHue 3akpudath. OnHa U3 ero jauaH Obljla HAYUCTO Cpe3aHa.

- Yoy! Hasap, ceriuac xke!! - 3akpryana JIu MelpoH, yBUAEB, YTO IIPOXA3OIIIIO.



MyuuTenbHbie KpUKKY Y0y 9X0M OT[IaBaUCh B ee rojioBe. bojib, KOTOPYIO UCIIEITEIBAJIO PACTEHUE,
TIOTePSIBIIIee OHY M3 CBOMX JIKaH, Obljla paBHa 00JIM Yel0BeKa, MOTEePSIBIIEro PyKy uiu Hory. OH
cHenan Tak, Kak eMy ObIIO CKa3aHO, ¥ BTSIHYJI OCTATKK CBOUX JI03 00paTHO B PyKas. JIu MelpoH
TIOYYBCTBOBaJIa cebsi y2KacHO M3-3a HETO0, BCSI €e YBEPEHHOCTh BHE3AIHO MOIIATHYIAack. EXf ¥ B TONOBY
He MPUXOIUII0, YTO CIIACeHNe OOHOU OeIHSIKKU MOXKET 3aKOHYUTHCST BPEOM IJIST APYTOTo eé
JTIIOOMMOT0 IIUTOMIIA.

- MHe oueHb xkanb, Yoy! [103B0JIb MHE Pa306paThCs C ITUM, U 5 103a604yCh 0 Tebe, KaK TOJIBKO MBI
BEpHEMCS IOMOM! - e€ ToJIoC clerka gpoxKarll, Korga OHa TOBOpHIIA.

- Yoy ceiyac OTHOXHET U MOIBITAETCS OTPACTUTD TOTEPSHHYIO JI03Y... - TOJIOC IYXOBHOTO PACTEHUS
CTAHOBHUJICS BCE THILE W THIIE, T0KA, HAKOHEI], IEBYIIIKA He MOYyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO HE MOXKET CBSI3aThCS
C HUM 4Yepe3 CO3HaHue.

Bce etie cBucas ¢ Kpas XKepia ByJiKaHa, He B CUJIaX JOTSIHYTHCS [0 OCTABIIEr0CS KycO4Ka
packKayieHHOM CKaJjibl, OHa He 3HaJja, YTOo JeaTh majbire. OgHAKO, He ycIesa oHa 06 3TOM IOJyMarTh,
KaK yBUfeJa KITyOSIIuiics JbIM, CTYCTUBIINICS B QUT'YPY BEICOKOTO, KPAaCHUBOTO, HO IIYTalOIIEro
MyxK4uHbl. OH CTOSITT MPSMO 3a cnuHOM CHeXKKa, TJISIAs Ha Hee C TOPZKeCTBYIolIel 3y0acToi
YXMBIJIKOM, PACTSHYBIIIENCS Ha ero CMepPTeIbHO OJeJHOM JIHIIE.

- 4 3Ha, YyTO TH IpUJELIb!
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