- [Ipoctute, MeHd 3amepxkanu! - JIu MelipoH U3BUHUIIACK, Korfa nogouuia K UH 0.

OHa 3HaJIa, YTO OHM cremaTt 3abpaTh PeAKyIo TPaBy, HO OBIIO U HEOOXOOUMOCTHIO TaK cremuTh? Ei
moTpeb0BaIoCh HE TaK MHOTO BpeMeHH, 4TOOkl JoOpaThCs Cclofa...
[Tom4u€pPKHYTEIM TOHOM, CTaplas CKa3asa:

- HeBaxHo! Crnemy#i 3a MHOHM, MOM MY X[eT BIiepenu. Mul yXKe 3HaeM, I'le HaXOOUTCs TpaBa.

JIu Me¥poH TociieioBaia 3a Hell, 1 OHU 00e TOPOIIMBO 3aCIEIIUIH 110 IeCHOM TPOITHHKE.

OKa3zaBIIUCH BHYTPHU Jieca, CUSIOIINE JIyYU COHIA, 3HAYUTEIbHO IIOTYCKHENHU. [lepeBbs ObIK
YYOOBUIIHO BEICOKMMHU, 3aTeHss1 3eMIi0 BHU3Y. Kak 00bIYHO, ee TaK Ha3klBaeMas aypa, OTIyTUBaja
IIOYTH BCEX XKUBHIX CYIIeCTB. [I0CBIIIaNCs MIOPOX JTUCTLEB - 3TO UCIyraHHbIE (ha3aHbl OPOCUIIUCEH
BPaCCHINHYI0, KOT/Ia OHA MMPOXOAKIIa MUMO.

JIn MelpoH He YOOCYKHUJIACh Y3HATh BCe MOAPOOHOCTH UX Muccuu. Ee 60JbIlle ”HTEPECOBAT MIOKMCK
IYXOBHOTO 3Bepsi. BEUIO 0kK1UaeMo, 4To e€ NuyHas 3ajada OyoeT CI0XKHOM.

B nomne 3PeHus IOsABUIIACh BEICOKAA TE€Hb CTAPIIETO Bas. O moMaxarn pYKOﬁ, YyTOORI OHH IIUIH 34 HUM.

JIn MetipoH He Oblyia B 6JIM3KUX OTHOIIEHUSIX CO CTAPILIMMU, U ITO3TOMY UX COBMECTHAs IIPOTYJIKa 110
JIeCy COIPOBOXK/Ialach HEJIOBKMM MOT4aHueM. [1apa Iia Bepenu, OHa - Ha HECKOJIBKO I1aroB
nmo3anu. Bpems ot Bpemenu, Miu KO mogHocuia ry0Oul K yXy MyKa H IemnTasna 4To-10. OH oTBedas
THUXUM TOJIOCOM.

JIu Me#ipoH 3aHepBHUYAIIA, IIOYYBCTBOBAB ce0s uykoii. OHA IOMBITAIaCh MOACIYLIIATh UX PA3roBOpP,
marasi 4yTh Onmuke K HuM. OIHaKO BCKOpE ITapa 3aMeTuIa ee 61I1M30CTh U IIPeKpaTuia pasroBop.

'‘CtpaHHO.'

OHU CBEpHYNIM Ha U3BUJIUCTYIO TPOIIMHKY, BeAyIlyio B ropy. OHa yXO#uIa BCe [asibllle U [aJibIle OT
CEKTBHI.

IeByllka Havana HabmogaTh 3a CTapIIMMU, UAYIIUME ObICTpee, ganbiie oT Hee. OHa Oexkana
TPYCIIOH, TBITASICh NOTHATH UX, HO UM KaKMM-TO 00pa30M yHaBaioCh OePKaThCs OT Hee Ha
PACCTOSTHUH.

- Onu ckonb3sAT?! Kak oHM MOTYT OBITH TAKUMHU OBICTPRIMU? - HeoBepumnBO CIIpOCHIa OHA.

[leTckuii Tronoc qoy HpO60pMOTaJ'I II0CJIE JOJITOTO MOJIYaHHUA:

- MaCTep, S YyBCTBYIO, YTO MBI OOJI2KHEI CB€CTHh BAIlIMX CTAPIINUX.



- TBI MOXKeIIb IepecTaTh IMBITATECA CBECTh Ka2KA0TI'0 9eJIOBEKa, KOTOPOTro BI/I)II/IH.II:? UM IIPOCTO HYyXKHa
Hallla IIOMOIIb B IIOKMCKE OITHOU TPABHI.

- [TpekpacHo! He xanetite 06 aToM 1o3xke! - HeonpenenexnHo otsetun Yoy.

JIu MetipoH 6ecrIOMOIIIHO ITOKayvasa rojoBoi. OHa Oblla Tak OTBIeYeHa Yoy, 4TO faxe He MOHSIA,
Kak [1aJIeKO OHU IIPOOBUHYJIUCH B TOPY.

[To Mepe mpoaBUXKEHUS B TTy0b, CTAHOBUIIOCH BCE kKapye. K 9ToMy BpeMeHM CIIMHA JeBYIIKY Obla

BCA B IIOTY. To, 94TO OHa Hecla TAKEIBIN PIOK3aK, He ylIy4llaJio €e COCTOAHUA.

- NaBait, motopomnuck! Tel 0ueHb MennuTeNbHa, - e 10 06epHynach, 4To6 OTPyraTh OEBYIIKY,
KOTOpas BCe ellle OTCTaBaa.

-fl uny! - meByllKa He CMOTIJIa CKPHITh pa3fgpakeHus B rojoce. Bce, 4To OHa CrbIIIana 0T 9TUX
IIPUAYPKOB, 3TO TO, YTOOHI OHU ITOTOPOIIUIINCE!

He ycmena oHa [OTOBOPUTE, KaK YTO-TO OCTPOE YOAPUTIO €€ II0 3aTHIIKY.

- Oit! - OHa BCKpHUKHYJIa, CXBATUBIIKCH 3a YIINOIeHHOEe MECTO. Yap He IPUYNHUII CEPbe3HBIX
IIOBPEXAEeHNH, HO OB JOCTAaTOYHO CUIBHEIM, YTOOBI OCTABUTh IIUIIKY.

- Macrep, ¢ Bamu Bce B nnopsake? - O3aboueHHo cpocui qoy.

-MeH$ TOJIBKO YTO YEM-TO YOAPHUIIO... - [IpobopmoTana JIu MeilipoH. Ctapiiie OBITN CITUIIKOM
naneko, 4Tobsl 3aMeTuTh 3T0. OHa 06epHYyIach U yBUEJa y CBOUX HOT KaMelneK. Kak oH BooO1ie
Tyfa nomani?

OrngHyBUINCh, OHA BOPYT 3aMeTua OKpPOBaBJIEHHOTO JICa, KaK pa3 Ha TOW caMOU TPOIKHKE, 110
KOTOPOM IJ1a.

Ero xpynkast ¢purypka nexasna Ha BIaXKHOU 3eMJie, TOYTH ITOJTHOCTBIO CKPBITAs KyCTapHUKOM. Ero
OellocHEKHAS IIEPCTh UMeJla TEMHO-MaIMHOBEIA OTTEHOK, ¥ KallJTd CBEXKEHN KPOBU YCEUBAIIA 3€MITI0
BOKPYT 6€JHOTO0 CyILECTBa.

- O Hert, GepmHsikKa! - 3aKpuUyana OeBymKa, Opocasich K mucy. C TaKMM KOJIUYECTBOM ITOTEPSIHHON
KPOBH, OH, IOJI2KHO OBITH, OBIIT HAIIOJIOBUHY MEPTB!

OHa OBICTPO ¥ OCTOPOKHO IIOJHSIA MaJlklllla Ha pyKu. JIuC OTKpHII rina3a. CBepKaloliye 30JI0Thkie
chepsl TPOH3a/IM BEKY, BEI3bIBAsS Y Hee CTPaHHOe OIIyIIeHKe IexkKaBIio.

B Hem Or1710 4TO-TO Takoe 3HakoMmoe! Ho oHa He MOrjia TOYHO OIPEeNeIuTh, YTO 9TO OBIIIO.



JI¥C TUXOHBKO B3BU3THYJI, MOPTHYJI ¥ IIOCMOTPEJI Ha Hee C HEBUHHOCThIO HOBOPOKIEHHOT'O
MJIafieHIla, BIIEPBEIE YBUAEBUIET0 MUP. DTH MIEHSIYbH I'7Ia3a BMECTE C OCTAIbHBIMKA MUJIBIMU
co0aYbUMHU YEPTAMHU U MYIITHCTHIM CePeOpPHUCTHIM MEeXOM, Ka3aa0Ch, ITPOHUKAIM B CaMyIO [YIIY.

Kak oHa Morna He BOOUTHCS B Hero cpa3y?! OHa mO4yBCTBOBasa, KaK B Hel IPOCHIIAeTCS
MaTePUHCKUYN UHCTUHKT. MOXeT, 3TO U He JyXOBHHIM 3Beph, HO OHA HU 3a 4YTO HEe OCTaBUT OefgHOe
CO3[aHue yMuparh!

3ameTuB riy00KyI0 paHy Ha CIIMHE JieTeHbIma, JIu MeipoH 1nmocrtapajach He 3a[eTh 9TO MeCTo, KOoTaa
TIOTIPaBIIsijia €r0 Ha pyKax.

- He BomHy¥iCs, MasbIll, S He OOMYINY, YTOOH ¢ TOOOM 4TO-HUOYOb CITyUYHUIIOCH, - HEXKHBIM I'OJIOCOM OHa
BOPKOBAJIa C JIUCOM.

- X03s1#Ka, 3Ta IITyKa AyMaeT o Tebe yKacHO 1m1oxo! MEI ompeneneHHo JOJIXKHBI ChbeCTh ero! -
Hacrausan Yoy, yBupeB XKUBOTHOE Ha pPyKaxX ero Macrepa, - 9To Bce o4eHs I10xo! Ouens mioxo!! -
Hacrtausan oH.

- HperaTI/I, ‘on, 9TO BCETO0 JIUIL Majkim! - OHa, HaKOHEI], OT'PRISHYJIACh Ha €TI0 HEeIIPEPBIBHOE
TABKAHLBE.

JIu MelipoH mpopoikasa 6epexHo OaoKaTh TUCEHKA.

HesameTHO pPOT NMUCEHKA PACTSIHYJICS B IMIMPOKYIO KOBAPHYIO YXMEUIKY. Beck B ero riasax OBUT eBa
3aMeTeH B TEMHOTE Jieca.
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