[TpocHyncst Peii B MPUIIOOHSATOM HaCTPOEHUH, YYBCTBYSI, KaK IIOJTHOCTHIO BOCCTAHOBUII CBOM CHJIBI
II0CJIe XOPOIIIero ¥ KPemKoro cHa. Bce MmpoIiibie HOUM B 3TOM MHUPE OH IIPOBOMAUIT B HE OYeHb YOOOHBIX
1103aX U [azKe B ITOJIYMEPTBOM COCTOSTHUM, TaK YTO OOBLIYHBIN COH B OOBIYHOM KPOBATKe OB TPOCTO
paiicKUM HacllaxkaeHrueM, i U3MYUYeHHOTO Tefla ¥ fyXa MapHs.

«MMMM, KaK Ke XOPOILO 5 IocHall...» - Bopodyasich Ha KpOBaTH, COHHO IIOAyMas OH. - «IIpocknaThCs
B TEIJIOM KPOBATKe TaKou Kaud!»

[TepeBepHYBIIUCE, eIlle MOy CISIIUN ITapeHb, XO0Tell MOATSIHYTh K cebe clleTKa OTTSHYTOe Ofesiyio, HO
C YIUBJIEHHEM II0YYBCTBOBAJI, KAK €0 UYTO-TO JEePKUT 3a JPYTroi KOHeI.

VcmyraBmmch caM He 3Has 4ero, Pedl pe3Ko OTKPHIJ I'/Ta3a U MPUTIOHSIICS, YTO ObI YBUOETh 0YEHD
CTPAHHYIO KapTUHY...

«Aaaa!? YTOOO0000????» - OH C IIOKOM yCTaBUJICS Ha OeJolepcoe XBOCTAaTOE CYILIECTRO,
CBepHYBIIeecs B KITy0OK y ero HOT.

[TouyBCcTBOBaB KakK Peif 3agBUTaCs, OHO IIPOCHYJIOCH U, IMMPOKO OTKPHIB POTHK C GeNTbiMK 3y0OKaMu U
TIapo¥ MaJIeHbKUX KITHIKOB, 3€Bast, COHHO MOTSIHYJIOCH, BHITSIHYB, Ha MaHED KOTOB, CBOM TOHEHLKHE
yesi0BevYecKue py4yku Brepén! Hy a Korpma CyIiecTBO IOBEPHYIIO TOJIOBY, B3T/ISIHYB Ha IMapHSs
ronyORIMU TT1a3aMu, Pell yBumen nepen coboit caMyio HaCTOSIIIYIO MUJIOTY!

Ha ero kpoBaTu, MpuKaB HUXKHIOI YaCTh Oflesifia CBOMM TeJIblieM, MOTyIexkall KOTUK-3BEPOJIION Ha
nomobuu Apuckl! Y Hero 6bii 6esibie BOJIOCH U IMTOKPHITHIE TAKUM 2Ke 0eJTbIM IIBETOM VIIIKK U CKYJIHL.
[llepcTka Ha ero CKysnax Oblyla ATHHHEE, YeM Y APHUCHL, HO OT 3TOT'0, CTAHOBHUJIOCH TOJIBKO JIyYIle U
musee! Hy u Tak e, BCIO 3Ty KQPTUHY AOIOIHSIM KPAaCUBLIe TONyOble I'Ia3a Ha CMa3/IMBOM JIMYUKE
u OoraTasi, HO cTporasi 4épHas omexma!

Ho Tak Xke, OBIJI0 BO BHEITHOCTY MUJIOBUIHOT'O CYIIIECTBA OFHO HO!

«3JTO0 OeBOYKa UK Manb4yuK?! M 4TO OHO felaeT Ha Moeit KpoBaTu?!» - Pelt OB CTIOKOEH, HO €T0 X0f
MEICTIEY TPOCTO OBLN COUT C TOJIKY HEOPOMHAPHOW BHENTHOCTHIO 3BEPOJIIOfia IIeper HUM.

- O. - TIpUOTKpHIB POTHK, YOUBUIIOCH CYIIIECTBO, COCTPOUB YOUBIIEHHYIO MOPAAIIKY. - [IpOCHYICHBS!

Baopyr ru6Ko M30rHYBIIKUCH, OEIOIMEPCTHIM KOT-3BEPOJIIOf] CIIPHITHYJI C KpoBaTH Pest u ORICTPO Mcye3
3a [IBEPBIO.

«OH peanbHO 00IAETCS C MPUCTABKOM «HbSI» WIIM 9TO IITyTKA TaKas?» - BCé elle He OTOUIS OT
yIOuBIIeHUs, Pell ycTaBUIICS Ha [IBEPHOU MPOEM. - «HEPT, a 3TOT 3BEPOIIIOAUK ObIT YePTOBCKU MMUJT!
[TpaBma, HU YepTa He IOHSTHO, IeBOYKa 3TO UJIM Ma/lbuMK, BHEITHOCTb CITUIIIKOM CTpaHHas!..»

C 3T0r0, IOBOJILHO CTPAHHOT'0 COOBITHS, ¥ HAYalIoCh €Tro yTPo.

PasgymbiBasi 0 MaleHbKOM MUJIEHBKOM CyIeCcTBe, Pel BCcTam U, OOeBIIUCh, CIIyCTUICS BHU3. OH
IyMaJl, YTO CMOXKET ellle pa3 ero BCTPETUTh, HO YTPEHHUM T'OCTh MTOIPOCTY ucyes, rae 0wl Peit ero He
uckasn. O0oiifisi BCE TIOMeCThe B pa3pelleHHbIX eMy MecTaxX, Pell, B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, PeIInil 3a0hITh O
CTPaHHOM MUJIOM CYIIECTBE U 3aHATHCS CBOMMU [IeJIaMH.

CBoux fien1 y HEro, KOHEeYHO, OblI0 He 0c000 MHOTO0, HO TOTPeOHOCTH B efie HUKYa He Ipomau!

Bo-miepBrix, Peit cberan B yOOpHYIO U, OBICTPO YMBIBIIKCH U MTPUBEAs ceOs B MOPSIOK, mobexkas Ha
KYXHIO, BApTaHUTh cebe yTPeHHUH 3aBTPAK U3 CTPAHHO GOJBIIKX SUI] ¥ MSICa KAKOTO-TO TPEXJIAIIOTO



ZKHBOTHOTO, ITOX02KET0 Ha MYTUPOBABIIYIO KYPHUITY. bmaro, gas aToro OBLIIH U ClienliaJIbHbI€ EMKOCTH
" FOpeBHII/IfI cam 110 cebe Maru4ecKui OT'OHB, TaK K€ KaK ’ (1)aKe)'IBI, He OCTaBJISIONIUM rapum u
CJ1edoB.

Pefi, KOTOPBI B IIPOIIIOHN XKU3HU KU CAMOCTOSTENIbHO U YMEJN JOBOJIBHO CHOCHO TOTOBHUTH, ORICTPO
COCPeIOTOYMIICS Ha IIpollecce, He 3aMeTUB 3aTauBIIerocs: 6e100pEICOro TOCTS B YIIIY KyXHHU.

Korpga, uepe3 mecsTok MUHYT, efa Obljia TOTOBa, ¥ Pell, JOBOIBHO IMOTEPeB PYKHU, YMECTHU Ha
cepeOpsHEBINA TOMHOC MTOTHOCTHI0 TOTOBHIM 3aBTPAK, €ro B3TJISA[ 3alleUIICS 3a YToJl KOMHATHI, B
KOTOPOM MoOJT4a CHfell ¥ Habsofas 3a HUM MaJlIeHbKH 3BePOJIIof,.

Murnoe CyIlIeCTBO CHUIEJIO B YI'JIy B I103€ KOTa, ITI0JIOZKUB PYYKU MEe2XKNYy COTHYTEIX HOT' ¥, HE OTPHRIBAA
B3rJidn, C HEIIOgOeJIIbHEIM HHTEPEeCOM CMOTPEJIO Ha ey, IIPDUTOTOBJIIEHHYIO YE€JIOBEKOM.

BHOBb yIUBIIEHHEIN €T0 MOSIBIIEHUEM, Pell, HEKOTOPOe BPeMSI CTOSII B CTYIIOPe, HO OBICTPO IPULS B
cebst, pemuI Mo3KCIepUMEHTHPOBATD.

MepnneHHO OBUTAs PyKaMu, OH BePTeJI MIOMHOC C e[0d U3 CTOPOHHI B CTOPOHY U II0 KPYTY, CMOTPSI, KaK
0en00PHICUK ITPOBOXKAET €Iy CBOUM BITJISIIOM.

«ITonaTtHo. EmMy unTtepecHo!» - [lorapancs Peu. - «Mnu xKe 0H pocTo ronogubin? Ceityac
mpoBepum!»

BriiAnst u3 KyxHHU, Pell 3allies B CTOJIOBOE TIOMeIleHre ¢ OONBIIUM ITHHHEIM CTOJIOM, PACCYNTAHHEIM
Ha OTPOMHYI0 KOMIAHUIO Miofei. CeB 3a CTOJ IT0 IEHTPY, OH B3sIJT OOHY U3 TapesoK ¥, OTOEIHUB Tyda
HEeOOIIbIIY0 YaCTh CBOEH IIOPLUHU €Mbl, TOJIOKUIT TaPeJKy C YrolleHueM Ha IIPOTHBOIIOI0KHYIO OT
cebst CTOPOHY.

TYT Xe, C TO’ CTOPOHEI ITOABUIIOCE 3TO MaJIEHEKO€E 6enomepCToe CyLIecCcTBO, 1 C JI000TIBITCTBOM
IIOCMOTPEJIO Ha MIPEJOCTABJIEHHYIO eMYy e[ly. HOBepHYB Ha 60K TOJIOBY, OHO MHIJIO T'JIAHYJIO Ha Pesi c
HEMEBIM BOIIPOCOM B I'JIa3axX.

«XM? Yero oHO x04eT? MoXKeT IT0Ka3aTh, KaK Hy2KHO 3TO €CTh?» - 3agymascs Peu.

B3s1B BUIKY ¥ HOXKHUK, OH, OCTOPOXKHEIMHU [NEHCTBUSIMHU, 0TPe3asl KyCOYeK SMUYHUIILI BMECTE C MSICOM U
3aKUHYI cebe B POT, C yIOBOIbCTBUEM II0KEBHIBAS.

CMOTpsI KaK BKYCHO 4€JI0BEKY, KOT-3BEPOJIIO, C elrle GOJIbIIMM MHTEPEeCOM YCTABHUIICS Ha ey, a
3aTeM, Ha CTOJIOBLIE IPHUOOPEL. OCTOPOXKHO MOMHSB PYYKH, OH B35JI CHaYasla BUJIKY, a IOTOM HOXKUK,
M TaK K€ aKKypaTHO 0Tpe3asl ce0e KyCOYeK efIbl.

Peli, ¢ HOBOJILHBEIM JIIOOOMIBITCTBOM, HAOJII0aI 38 HUM.

«A OH YMHEHBKUY, UHTEPECHO Y3HATh KTO OH... HY UJIU OHA...» - Pell mpogosKa myTaThCs BO
BHEITHOCTU MUJIOBUAHOTO CYLIECTBA Iepes HUM.

Korpa Kycouek efibl KOTHKa-3BepoJiofia 0BT 0Tpe3aH, OH, BOIIPeKU IpuMepy Pes, M0OI0XKuUII CTOIOBEE
npuOOpPHL ¥, ABUHYBIIKUCH BIIepell «MOPHAIIKON», BHIOXAJICS B KyCOY€EK, TOTOBSICh €T'0 ChECTh!

3amepeB, Pell ¢ HeTeprieHNEM 0KU[asl, KOTrfia TOT IOMpPo0yeT ero CTPSIIHIO, HO TYT...
- Axu! - B mBepHOM IIpo€Me, BHe3aIlTHO BO3HUKIIA CTPOWHAS (PUTYPa PHIKEBOJIOCOHM HEBYIIKH-KOLIKH,

CroxuB pyKu Ha 00Ka, OHA C IETKUM OCYXKAEeHHEM II0CMOTpesia Ha 6esolnepcToro 3Bepoioa, a



IIOTOM TepeBejia CBOU CTPOTHUi B3rsad Ha Pes.
«IIpuexanu.» - OOpeYEHHO MOyMaJl TapeHs.

YcnriaB rofioc ApucH, KOTHK-3BEPOJIION OTCTPAHUIICS OT bl U, IIIMBITHYB CO CTyJIa, Iofgbexkan K
HeW, BUHOBATO OIYCTHUB YIIKH.

Ho ona fmaxe He ITIOCMOTpeia B €r0 CTOPOHY, IIarHyB K UCIyraHHOMY Pero.

- [Ta KaK TH CMeellb KOPMUTh MOero OpaTa CBOel APSHHOM CTPSMHEH, yenoBeuninka!? - [Tomxoms Bce
OnuxKe, pa3bapunach oHa. - f mana Tebe cBoOOAy U He CTasla yIIeMJIATh, a Thl 3aMaHUBaelllb pedeHKa
K cebe emoii!?

Kaszanoco Okl, ee THEB OB TpaBeHBIM, HO Pell cpa3y MOHSJ, YTO OHA MOMPOCTY MCKasla IIOBOJ, YTO
OBl 3aIIepeTh ero B IOABAIbHOM ITOMEIeHUH.

«4épt! U Kak g mory ObITh B 9TOM BUHOBAT? OH e caM KO MHe Ipuies!» - [locafoBa
mo06JIeMHEBIINM TTapeHb, HO PEIIXIT JaXKe He MBITaThCS OIpaBmaTh ce0si, TOHUMAs, YTO 9TO UMEHHO TO
YTO e ¥ HYXKHO, U JIUIIb YCYTYOUT [JIs HEr0 CUTYAluI0. - «JTO caMas HACTOsIIas moacTasal»

Bynyuu yxe B 11are ot Pesi, Apuca, 3m00HO OCKanuiach ¥ BCKUHYJIA PYKY, TOTOBSICh CXBAaTUTh MApHS
CUJION ¥ TIOTALIUTH B TIOMBAI.

Ona mmpeKpacHO 0CO3HaBasla, YTO ee JM000MBITHRY OpaTHIllKa IPUAET CIofa, KaK TOJIBKO YYyeT 3amax
yenoBeka. [IoToMy, pelliuiia He 3alpeliaT eMy XOOUTh CI0fia, HaflesaCh Ha TO, YTO OH CIOfia U IPHUTET,
TE€M CaMBIM, OaB el II0BO NI OeHCTBUI.

W y Hee ymanocs! Temeps, y Hee OBIIM BCe OCHOBAHUS [JIs CIIPaBeIJIMBOI0 HaKa3aHUS TITYIIOr0
yeJioBeKa!

Ho TyT, mpou30mio To, 4ero 0OHa COBCEM He OXKHIaa.

- CecTpénkHsy! - PacnymuB GeJblfl XBOCT, BOZHUK MeXay PeeM u Apucoii AKu B CBOeH IIPUBBIYHOMN
KOTs4el no3se. - {1 cam croga npuiesns! OH He BUHOBHBAT! OH JIUIIL XOTEJ YTOCTUTh MEHbSY!

MunoBUIHEIN 3BEPOITION YMOJISIONIE TIOCMOTPET Ha YOUBIEHHYO CECTPY.

- AKu, oToumu. - BHOBb mpuxops B ce0st 1 HeOpeKHO OTOMBUTast OpaTvKa PyKOH, TPOM3Heca Apuca.
- OTOT 4YeJIOBEK IIepPeles Bce TpaHullbl ¥ OymeT Haka3aH!

Bupst, 9TO cecTpa ero He CHyIIaeT, MUJIOBUOHOE IMYMKO AKY, HEOXKHUOAHHO MIJIs BCEX, ITPEBPATHIIOCH
B 37100HBIM OCKAJI ¥, 3allIUIIEB, OH B MOJTHUEHOCHOM BHITIafle IBUHYJ TOHEHbKOW PYYKOH,
OHOBPEMEHHO OTIIPHITHBAS B CTOPOHY Ha CTOJI.

- A? - Apuca HefoyMeBarollle 3aMepJia, YCTaBUBIIKUCH Ha CBOIO PYKY, HA KOTOPOM BO3HUKJIIO TPU
HeOOJIbIITNX BePTUKAIBHBIX [TOPe3a.

Ha cekyHny, pa3yM ApUCH BbIlaa U3 €€ TOJIOBHL.

Bcerpa 3aCcTeHUYUBHIN U 3aXkKaTH B cebe MalbYiK, KOTOPOTo OHa Geperya oT Jit000i 0IIacHOCTH,
PaHUI ee CBOMMM MaJIeHbKMMHU KOTOTOYKaMu?!



O= Xke nepBuld pa3 B xku3Hu 3amunen! M ga koro?! Ha ree!?
«YET MHe CTpallHo...» - MeJIeHHO OTOABUTasCh, mopymar Peii, Habmiogast 3a TULIOM APUCHL.

Ho BOpyr, BOIpEKY 0XKUAAHUSIM, JEBYIIKA-KOIIKA YCIIOKOUIAcCh, U AKY, HACTOPOKEHHO CMOTPEBIIUN
Ha CEeCTPEHKY, TUXO IIePEeBEN OyX, TOXKe II03BONIUB cebe pacciaduThCS.

- [IpocTy MeHHBS. - BHOBE BUHOBATO OIYCTHUJI OH YIIKHU.
- Mm... Huuero. - KOpoTKO 0TBeTHIa OHA €MY C ITyCTHIM B3rIAAoM. - Unem, Aku.

[ToBepHYBLIKCH ¥ OOJIBIIIE HE CMOTPS Ha HaNpPsi2KeHHOT0 Pest, Apuca BhIIIINa B BEPHOM IIPOEM, U OHH,
BMecTe ¢ AKHY, UCYe3/IHu C a3 Pes.

- OYYVVVVYYVYVVVO®! - Bripoxnyn Pen, TpsCcylIuMuUCS pyKaMU IIPOAOJIKas €CTh CBOM 3aBTPak.

«fl yx momyMaJi, 4TO TpU OHA Kapliepa MHe rapaHTupoBaHbl! Ho AKY cac MO TYIIKY...» - BEICTPO
XKys, mopa3ucs Pelt. - «OH, 0OKa3bIBa€TCs, He TIOACTABIIAN MeHs! { To myMar, 4To 3TO OB UX
COBMECTHHIH IIJIaH...»

Oco3HaBasi, YTO B 9TOM MeCTe y HEero, BCE e, eCTb COI03HUKH, Peit OBICTPO YCIIOKOUJICS M [OEeT.

«HTepecHO, a KaK TaM oCTa/ibHbIe pebsTa? 3ou... PaneHHBIN Mapk... TuM u Buktopus?...» -
Pa3mymeBIBall OH 3a CTOJIOM, yKe 3a0bIB 0 HelaBHEM MHIUIEHTe. - «Haeocs, st HUX 3aKJISITHe
mepeHoca cpaboTasio HOpMabHO, ¥ OHM B 0€30IacCHOCTH...»

Peii c camoro yTpa nepexwuBan 3a cyap0y cBoux apy3ei. OKa3aBUIMCh eIMHCTBEHHHIM, Ha KOM He
cpaboTao 3akrHaHue GpopMaluu, mapeHb 0€CIIOKOUIICS O TOM, YTO ¥ Ha APYTUX OHO MOTJIO
cpaboTaTh HENpaBUJILHO... Ho B MTOTe, OH pemins He 3abuBaTh cebe T0n0By 6eCIoIe3HEIMU
nepekXHUBaHUSIMU, BeIb 10 CYTH, CefYac OH He MOT 4YTO JT00 BHISICHUTH U flaXKe 3Has YTO-TO, KAK-TO
OelCTBOBATh.

«OgHO KOHEYHO UHTEPECHO, I0YEMY MEHS He TeJIeIIOPTUPOBaIo BMeCTe CO BceMu? Mnu g 4To-To
CHenan He Tak?» - YOpaB 3a co00¥ €O CTONIa ¥ Ha KyXHe, 4TO Obl y Apuchl He OBIJIO HU €MHOTr0 IIaHCca
IIPOSIBUTH K HEMY HEOBOJIbCTBO, Pa3AyMblBaOIIUY Peli mo1es ryaaTh 10 NoMecThio. - «nu
BO3MOXKHO, 9TO IIPOMEJIKY OTHa 30U...7 X0TA 3a4eM 3TO eMy?»

Bort Tak pa3mymeiBasi, Peli BOPYyr 0CO3HAJI, YTO CIMIIKOM MHOTO B €ro MPUKITIOYEHUSIX OBITIO He
SICHBIM!

K npumepy, mogapok 30 U ero 4yAeCHoOe BOCKpEILEeHNe [10CJIe CMEePTHU OT PYK orpa!

Peit oco3HaBa, YTo B TOT MOMEHT, IEUCTBUTEILHO yMep. PaHbl Ha ero Tese, ObUIM MTOIPOCTY He
COBMECTUMEI C XXU3HbBIO, HO OH BBIXKUI!

EnvHCTBEHHOM 3allelKOM B 9TOM 4yfe, eCTeCTBEHHO, Obljla 301 U e MUCTUYECKHUHM KaMyIIekK C Tak
Ha3bkIBaeMOM «3CCeHIe». Peit He 0c060 TOHMMAJI, YTO 3TO 3a «3CCEHIMS», ¥ B UTOTE€ BOCIIPUHUMAII
ee Kak MaHy. Ho Torga, mouyemy sta «MaHa» UMeJla CBOMCTBO 3aXKUBJIATh BCe ero paHH? [laxke Takue
CMepTeNbHbIE KaK ITOYTH MOJTHOCTHIO IIEpeIoMaHHbIe PEOpa... He roBOps yKe 0 MENKUX TpaBMax U
faxe IIPOTKHYTOM Me4OM 3BEpOJIofa IIjiede, 0 KOTOpoM Pelt faxe He 3amymarcs!

«9T0 ompenenéHHo He MPOCTo MaHa! [a, s1 CMOT HUTaTh €10 hopMaluio, GOpMabHO UCIOJIB3YS ee
KaK TaKOBYI0. Ho BOPYT €e MOXKHO KCIIOIb30BaTh HE TOJIBKO 3TUM CIIOCOO0M? §1 TOUHO ITOMHIO, Kak



Hpe6I:>IBaJ'I BHYTPH CaMOT'0 ce0s1 ¥ IOTJIOTHII 9Ty CaMYIO 3CCEHIINIO, BHE3AITHO OXKUB. MozxKeT 3T0 y
MeHS TaJlaHT K CaMO HCIIeJIeHHWIO UJIN XK€ 9TO CHJIa CaMOM Maru4eCKou 9HEPIruu BHYTPHU MeHS...?»

Oco3HaB, 4TO TaK HUYETO U He TIOHSJI 0 CBOel NIPHoOpeTEHHOM cuiie, Peil pemns HadaTh UCIPaBIATh
3Ty cutyanuio. TeM 6ojiee, OH CTPEMUJICS CTaTh CUJIbHEE, & 9TO 3HAYUT, eMy CPOYHO HYKHO HadaTh
pa3BUBaTh CBOU YMEHUs, CBI3aHHEIE C 3TOU CaMOU 3CCeHuuen!

Ho 651710 0gHO HO.

«Kak MHe MOHSTh C Yero HavaTh?» - [lapeHb IpebbiBal B HEKOTOPOU PACTEPSIHHOCTH. - «41
abcomoTHO 6e3 MOHATUS, KaK YCTPOeHa Marus B 3ToM Mupe! EQUHCTBEHHBIN, KTO
IIPEeNToI0XKUTEIEHO MOXKEeT paccKa3aTh MHE 0 Hel, 3T0, CKopee Bcero, Apuca...»

Ho Peii mpekpacHO 0CO3HaBas, YTO IIPOCTO TaK, OHA BPSAL JIX Jaxe IIOCMOTPUT Ha Hero. U
€OUHCTBEHHBIM, YTO OH MOT ITOIIPOO0BATh CAEIaTh, 3TO IONLITATLCS JOTOBOPUTHCH. ..

«[ToroBoputhcsa? XMmM. [IpupeTcsa nIpenioXuTh 94T0-TO B 3aMeH... Ho 4T0?» - Peil mpekpacHO
0CO3HAaBaJl, YTO y HETO IONPOCTY He OBIJIO TOTO, YeTo MOIJia OBl XOTeTh 3Ta TUPaHUYecKas [IeBYyIIKa-
KOIIKAa. - «XM... & MOXKeT...?»

B sToT cammiit MoMeHT Pest oceHmo...

OH 3HaJ, 4TO MOXKET ey MPEeaJIOXKUTh!
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