Hauasncs u KoHYuUsCS BTOPOU AeHb moxona, xpebeT JlaTpa cTan OnuXKe Ha COPOK ¢dapcaToB. PoMan
BU[IEJI, KaK Ha TOPU30HTE MOCTEEHHO BCTAIOT CHEXKHBIE BEPIINHLI, KaK CBEPKaloT JIEAHUKU Ha
OOPBIBUCTHIX CKJIOHAX, KaK CepoBaTo-0eyecasi CTeHa TOPHOM IIeNy HauWHAeT JOMUHUPOBATDL HAfl
mer3axeM, 3aKphIBasi JOPOry Ha 1oT. Elle coBceM HeJaBHO TaM KOHYAJIMCh BCEe TOPTOBLIE IIyTH, U
TPaKT, II0 KOTOPOMY Celdac JBUTAJINCh BOMCKO, CBOpadyuBall Ha BOCTOK. HyKHO OblIO HEW OBafIaTh
UATH 10 HeMy, 4TOOHI BEIOpaThCSA B T€ MeCTa, Te JaTpaHCKUe KaMeHHbIe UCIIOJIMHB CMEHSIIUCH
00J1ee MOKATHIMU TOPaMH, KOTOPHIE HE SBJISIUCH CTOJIb HEIIPEOOOMUMBIM IPENSATCTBUEM. Temepn
BoJig Taropa u TPYA OECATKOB THICAY paboB IMO3BOJISANIY Ilepeceyb XxpebeT CpaBHUTEIbHO HEfAIeKo OT
mobepexbsi [IeHHOTO MOPS ¥ BEIMTH K OOraThIM IOPTOBEIM ropofgaM JHOgaca. PoMaH 3HaJI, YTO TOpHAs
Iopora HaXO[UTCS TI0f HEYCHITHLIM HaOMI0eHueM: ee 0XPaHsIIu HECKOIBKO THICSY JIYYHUKOB, U
1esasi apMus paboB IpofoJiKaja pacIupsITh U YKPEIISATh ee, IpeBpaiias y3Kylo TPOIy B HOCTYIIHBIN
IIOBO3KaM U KOJIeCHHUIIaM IIyTh. CTPOUTENN U BOMHCKUE OTPSIAB 00MTAJIU B MellepaX, eCTECTBEHHAIX U
BBIPYOJIEHHBIX B CKaJlaX, TaM ke ObUTM ITPUTOTOBJIEHBI CKJIAbI TPOIOBOJILCTBYS, 3alIaChl TOIIJIMBA U
CHapsXkKeHHUs, KOTOphle HaKallJIMBaIUCh yXKe Iefblid rof. Ho, HeCMOTps Ha OeCATKU TaKUX OMOPHBIX
IIYHKTOB, TI€PEeXO0f IPECTOS HeJIeTKUH.

['aBHBIM IPEMSITCTBUEM SIBJISITIAaCh CeBepHas Iens JIaTpel, oOpalleHHas K PpaiHUTCKAM PaBHUHAM.
[op#l 371eCh OCTUTANY MISITHAALATU-OBAAIATYA THICIY (QYTOB, UX CKIIOHHI OBITA OOPBIBUCTHL X KPYTHI,
BEPIINHEI TOKPHIBAJIA BeYHbIe CHETa. 30eCh MPHUIIIOCH TPOKJIaibIBATh JOPOTY 10 0071eieHeTbIM
KapHU3aM ¥ Tpo6ruBaTh MHOXKECTBO TOHHEJIEeH, BeIyIIUX C KapHU3a Ha KapHU3 - JOBOJIIBHO KOPOTKHUX,
HO IIUPOKUX, OO0 CKBO3b HUX HAfO OBII0 TPoBecTH 0603. K 10Ty ropsl MOHUKAIKCh, CHETA U JIEIHUKU
ncye3ajy, CMEHSISICh CHa4asla TOJIBIM TeMHBIM KAMHEM, a 3aTeM - YaXJILIMU aIbITUACKUMH JTyTaMH.
HoBast ummepckasi fopora Tepsijiach B HUX, He JOXO[S TPUALATH MUIIb [0 I0KHEIX JIATPAHCKUX
CKJIOHOB ¥ TPaHUIILI JH/ACA; IPEOA0JIETh 9TO PACCTOSIHKE OBbIJI0O HECTIOKHO, @ BECTH TYT, ITOYTH O[T
OOKOM y HETIPUATEJIS, CTPOUTENbHEIE pabOTH MPEACTABIANIOCh HEOMaropa3yMusM. [1o MEICTTH
Taropa, KoJIeCHHUIIEI 1 KOHHBIE aMAa30HKY [IOIKHbI OBIJTA CTPEMHUTETLHON aTaKoH 3aXBATUTh
IIPeOropbs, 3aKPEMUThCS TaM U KIATh IOAX0a ITeXOTH C 00030M.

ABUBIINCE Be4YEepOM B HYHI.IOBI:II;I I/IMHepaTOpCKI/IfI mIaTen, PoMaHn OBl IIPUATHO YOUBIIEH, TaM €TI0
KOaJIx JIUIIb Tarop u CI/IJITap. B KoHIIle OIMHHOTO CTOJIA, Ha KOTOPOM CBE€PKAJIM IIOACBEYHUKH C
3aXKXKEeHHBIMHU CBE€YaMH, 6p0H3OBbIe KYBIIMHBI C BUHOM M Yalllk, IIPUMOCTHUJIMCE dBa MOJIOOBIX
0(1)1/Iuepa C KapTaMu U IMIMCbEMEHHBEIMU IIPUHAJIE2KHOCTAMHA, BUJVMO, UM IIPEJCTOSAJIO BECTH IIPOTOKOII.

[ToknmoHUBIIKCH UMIIEPATOPY, POMaH cnpocur:
- CoBeT oTMeHseTca? Vnmu s puObLT CIUIIKOM PaHO?

- Hu To, HU mpyToOe€, - 1o ry6aM Taropa CKOJIb3HY/a eBa 3aMeTHas y/Ibi0Ka, mpeoOpa3uBIas Ha MUT
€ro0 BJIACTHOE CYpOBOE JIUIIO. - f peIus 1o3BaTh TONbKO Tebs u Cunrapa, 100 He HaX0XKy CMbICIA B
CIIOpax ¥ He XKeJjalo BEICIYIIMBATh MHEHHUS TeX, KTO He MOXKeT CKa3aTh HU4ero HoBoro. OHU IOojIydar
TIPUKA3Hl ¥ BHITIOTHST UX - 3TO BCe... - IMIepaTop 3aMoJjIK Ha CEKYH/y, IOTOM CKa3asl. EcTh u gpyrue
BOIIPOCHI, He BOEHHEIE, HO, CKOpee, OJTIUTHUYEeCKHEe, KOTOPHIe ST X0Uy 00CYIUTE C TOGOH.

Pa3BemuuK CKIIOHUI TOJIOBY

- He mipomino u meKapibl, Kak s yCIbIIan TBoe uMsi, Poman u3 Anb0rl, mpousHec Tarop - BepHee,
mpoyuTan B foHecenuu Cunrapa, OTIPaBIEHHOM U3 MeoTa C COKOJIOM-TOHIIOM. TaM OBIIO ellle
HaIlKCaHO IIPO 3TH ITOAKOBEI C IIUITaMHU, IIPO 3€PHO ¥ MOBA3KH, KOTOPHIMU Hafl0 MPUKPHITE I'la3a
momaasam. - OH CHOBa IOMOJTYaJ, ToOKauuBasi 00Kan 1 3afyMunBO HaOmiomas 3a 6/1MKaMy CBeTa Ha
OpoH30BOM OecTsInel IOBEPXHOCTH. - Tereps THl HAY4YUJI HAC, KaK Halo 60POTHCS C OTPOMHBIMU
3BepsMu C ora. Ckaxu, PoMas, - Tarop nogHsa TeMHBIE T'J1a3a Ha pa3BequyrKa, - YTO Tl JyMaellb O
npepcTosieM nepexone? O mnaHe Kamnanuu? O MOeM BOMCKe, ero 60ecriocoOHOCTH?



- Llenbix Tpu BOIIPOCA, HO ST MOCTAPAOCh OTBETUTh Ha HUX B MEPY CBOET'0 Pa3yMEeHHUSsI, IIOBEIUTE]Ib. -
PomaH geiCcTBUTENBHO XOTeJI IIOMOYb 3TOMY YeJIOBEKY: uMIepaTop PaiiHbl BHYIIIAT eMy CUMIIATHIO U,
KaK HU KpyTH, oT Taropa 3aBHCeNIO CIIUIIKOM MHOTO€e B OynyiieM. K Tomy ke, Tarop ObL Ieap,
OYEeHb IIeAp MPEeKPACHBIN IIAaTEP, IPUTOTOBIEHHBIN [JIsI MEOTCKOTO TTOJIKOBOMIIA, ero YOPaHCTBO,
OIEeK[Bl ¥ YBECUCTHIM CYHAYYOK C 30JI0TOM CBUIETENIbCTBOBaIHM 00 3TOM. PoMaHy, oiHaKo,
TpeboBanoCch HEUTO OOJIbIIIEE.

- 4 monarato, 4TO MBI 6JIarOINOIyYHO TIEPeieM TOPHI, - CKa3asl OH. - [IyCTh MOM BCaHUIIB UAYT
BIEPEOY; MBI OBICTPO CIIYCTUMCS B TPEATOPHS, TPOBEIeM Pa3BeKy U HAarOHUM Ha MMPOTUBHUKA
ctpaxa. OgHAKO He TOPOMKUCh 6pocaTh B 00 CBOM KOJIECHUIIE, KOTOPHIE He TaK IMOABUXKHEI, KaK
KOHHHUIIA. JIy4Ille COCPeIOTOUYUTh BOMCKA B IIOOXOSIIEM MECTe U ITIOCTPOUTh TaM YKPEIlJIeHHBIN
Jlarepsb.

- YKpeneHHb NTareps? - Tarop 3HaKOM BeJiesl CBoeMy odullepy NOaTh KapThl. - UTO Thl UMeEeNs B
BULY?

- 3eMJISTHOM BaJl B MSITHAALATE JTIOKTEH BEICOTOM C M3TOPOIbI0 M3 TOJICTHIX OPEBEH, mepen HUM - POB...
YKpelneHue NOXKHO UMeTh (OPMY KBaApaTa C IPOYHBIMU BOPOTAMH B KaXXOou cTeHe. BHyTpu Hafo
pa3MecTUTh BCe BOWCKO U 0003, HO He B TaKOM Oecropsifike, Kak ceddac. IlaTphl OMXKHEBI CTOSTE B
JIMHUI0, QYPTOHHI - [I0 TIEPUMETPY JIareps.

- CKOJIBKO K€ MBI OyeM CTPOUTH TaKyi0 KpemnocTh? Mecsir?
PomaH ycmexnyncs.

- OnvH meHb, BIagbika. Y Te0st 60JIbIIe CTa THICSY YeJIOBeK... 3acTaBb UX mopaboraTs! 3aTo apMus u
0003 OyOyT Hafle’KHO 3alUIIEeHbl, ¥ THl HE ITOTEPSEIIh JapoM TO BPpeMsi, KOTOpoe MoTpedyeTcs MOUM
OTpsiiaM Ha PEKOTHOCIMPOBKY.

Cunrtap NopHSN KyBIINMH ¥ HaJIWI BUHA B Yallly ©UMIlepaTopa, IOToM - PoMaHny u cebe.

- OH mpaB, - 3aMeTHUJI IIOXKUJION ParHUT, - TPaB, Kak Bcerga. KHs3bsa JHOaca - Cepbe3HHE
IIPOTUBHUKY, U MHI I0JI)KHA UMETh KPEeIKui ThiZI. KpoMe TOro, ecii Mbl OCTaBUM B jarepe 0003 u
THICSIY [ABAfLATh IEXOTUHIIEB AJIS €r0 3alUThl, TOOBUKHOCTh apMUU YBEIUYUTCSA. MBI CMOXKeM
HAHOCUTD OLICTPHIE YOAPHI...

- [Ia, 970 TaK, - KUBHYyA Tarop. - BeIIpsiub TATJIOBHIX JIOIaIEH, 3aTPY3UTh UX OPYKUEM U IIPOBUAHTOM
OHel Ha 0ATh... CKOPOCTh Mapllla yBeJIMYUTCS BABOE, U BOUHLL HE TaK YCTaHYT...

- Jlarepsb [laeT MHOTO MIPEMMYINECTB, - MOATBEPAUI PoMaH. - Thl MOXKelllb, HAIPUMED, HaKAIIXBaTh B
HeM BOMCKa, OAXOMsIIye U3 PaiHbl, ¥ MIPOTSHYTh HOBYIO OPOTY C TOPHBIX CKJIOHOB [I0 CAMBIX €r0
BOPOT.

['ma3a uMmeparopa OGecHyH.

- IImamapw™, - CKas3asl OH, - XOPOIIo YKPeIJIeHHBIH ITaljapM Ha ceBepe JHOaca, KOTOPHIHA TO3BOTUT
MHE CJIeOUTh 32 TEeM, UTO TBOPUTCS B CTPAHeE... JaXke 0TYACTH KOHTPOJIMPOBATh B HEH CUTYalHIo... A
ecnu TaMm OyfieT pa3MelleH KPYIHBINA OTPSI, TO sI CYMEIO IIpeceyb I1000e HeOXKUJaHHOe HamafeHue.
Ecnu oHM ymapsT Ha BOCTOKE, 5T COTPY B IIBLIb KHSIXKECKHe 3aMKH Ha mo0epexbe!

- Te, 4TO OCTaHYTCA LEeJIkl IT0CJI€ 3TOI'0 I10X0Oa, - C S3HTY3Ma3MOM no0aBu Cunrap.

Poma#n ke TonmbKo ycMexHycsl. Kak oH u mpepmnonaras, uMnepatop PaiHbl Okl HETTYIIEIM



YeJIOBEKOM, M 3TO OaBaJi0 HadeXOy, 4YTO OHU CTOJIKYIOTCS U II0 JPYI'MM BOIIPOCAM.

- 3HAYUT, TIpeiBapUTEIIbHEIM IIJIaH IPUHST, - Pa3BeUMK IPUBHIYHEIM XKECTOM IIOTED BUCOK. - A Bedy
BIIeperi CBOI0 KOHHUITY, KaK TOJILKO MHI epebepeMcs 4epes rophsl. YeThipe Kopnyca OyayT HacTynaTh
PacxonAmUMCS BeepoM, - OH PaCTOIBIPUII ITaIbIIE M IPUIOKUII K KapTe. - MBI IpoiieM Ha
BOCEMbB[IECST-CTO papcaToB BriyOb CTpaHbI B HaIIpaBJIEHUHU BOT 3TOTO TOPOJA...

- Atinun-Tap, mopt Ha Gepery [TeHHOTO MOPS, - MOACKa3asl OXKUION palHUT.

- Ha, mpoigeM K HeMy OBICTPHIM PeHoM, 3aXBaTUM IJIEHHBIX, YTOUHUM OOCTAHOBKY ¥ BEPHEMCS B
7arepb. 3aTeM CIIJIaHUPYEM HalpaBJIeHHe OCHOBHOTO yaapa.

- [IpunsTo, - Kpenkas pykKa Taropa jeria Ha 1agoHb PomaHa, Bce ellle MPUXKaTyio K KapTe; Apyrou
PYKO¥ uMIepaTop MomHI Ky0oK. OHM BhImuayu, U CunTap, 0OMEHSIBIINCH B3TJISIOM CO CBOUM
BIIQJIEIKOM, IIPOU3HEC:

- He moroBopuTh 11 HaM Temneps 0 pekpacHoi MeoTe? O 671ar0C/I0BEHHON U APEeBHEN CTPaHe, O ee
JKeHIIUHAX U MyX4YuHax?

- Tam HET MyXK4HH, - OBICTPO BO3pa3us PoMaH.

- Tel Tak myMaelsb? - paiHUT OTJIAAUII IBIIIHYI0 60poxay. - Bce XKe OHM CIIOCOOHE! 3aUMHATh OETel. ..
XO0T4 OBl MHOTHA. ..

- Pa3Be 9T0Or0 OCTAaTO4HO, UTOOBI HAa3HIBATHCS MYKUYKUHOM? - POMaH CypoBO CBeJ TEMHEIE OPOBH. -
MyxunHa fomKeH o01afaTh MyKeCTBOM... OHU ke 0/1axKeHCTBYIOT B CBOMX POCKOIIHAIX JJOMaX IIOf
3aIIUTON KEHIINH, 3aHUMAIOTCS XyI0KeCTBaMy U JII0OST APYT OpPyTa, - OH IIoKa4as rojosoi. - Het, B
MeoTe OTCYTCTBYIOT HACTOAILINE MYXKYUHEI!

- 3aT0 TaM IIpeKpacHbe XKEeHIIUHE, - Tarop BOPYT YILIOHYJICS, CBEPKHYB OeNbIMu 3y0aMu.
- C 9TUM $ IIOJIHOCTLIO coTJjiaceH!
OHU NeperasgHyIUCh, CIOBHO 3arOBOPILIUKU

- Ho XeHIuHBE MeoTH CTpafaloT CTPAHHBIMUM M OCTOMHBIMM COXKaleHUs MPegpaccyJKaMu... - Hadall
Cunrap.

- B KOMX ITOJTHOCTBIO BUHOBATH X MYXKYHHEI, - IIPOIOJIKMI PoMaH. - f TOTOB ITPO3aKIageIBaTh CBOIO
TOJIOBY IIPOTHB TOJICTOTO 3ama CaTa-IIpapoguTesisi, 9YTO IOYTH BCEX AEBYIIEK MOXKHO... TMM...
M3JIeYnTh. BHUMaHKe ¥ JTacKa TBOPST 4ymeca.

- B Teopuu Tax, - 3aMeTus1 yMyOpPEeHHBIY XKU3HbI0 CUiTap, - a Kak Ha IpakTukKe?
- 4 mpoBen yKe HEeCKOJIbKO OIBITOB, ¥ BCE OBIJIU BIIOJIHE YCIIEIIHHI.

- TBost "GoeBast moapyra", ga? - Tarop mogMUTHYI pa3BequuKy - Ho oHa, ecnu He omubaoch,
BepHyJach B Cac?

- OHa MPHUCOENMHUTCS K HaM II03Ke, - POMaH He XOTeJ pacIpoCTPaHsIThCSA Ha 9Ty TeMy. - a, ['panus
Oblyla TePBOH, - eCyIM He cuuTaTh Oapphl, HOOABUII OH PO cebs, - HO He eMUHCTBEHHOM.

- CKonbKO? - rna3a Taropa CMesiiuch.



- lecTs, - CKPOMHO OTBETCTBOBAJ PomaH.
- Mle-ecTh? - ¢ BoCcxullleHNEM IPOTAHYJ Cuntap. - Korga xe 1o ycnen?
- [Ipotinoi HOYBIO.

- MHe KaxeTcs, - IOXUJION PalHUT IIOBEPHYJICA K Taropy, - 3TOT YeJIOBEK ellle NOBOJIbHO KPEIKO
CTOHUT Ha HOTaX.

- Ia, HECOMHEHHO. U rojyioBa y Hero paboTaeT Mo-pexkHeMy X0POIIIO.
Poman notynuncs.

- He yBepeH, 4T0-TO 2Ke caMoe yIacTCs CKa3aTh 3aBTPa YTPOM, Blafabika. K c4acThio, MBI IIPOBETTH
COBET CETOMHS.

- He 3HAuuT 7111 3TO, YTO B HHIHEIIHIO HOYb THl HAMEPEeH U3/IeUUTh LEeJIbIN OeCATOK AeByIeK? - Tarop
ellBa CIepKUBaJl CMeX.

- Bcero nuib OHY, IIOBEJINTEJIb, BCETO JINIIbL OOAHY, HO OHa CTOUT OECATEPHIX. Ecnu mon pac4eTsl
TOYHEHI...

- PacueTthr?
- [Ia BUOMIND JIM, BYepa 5T TOJIbKO HAXKUBUJT KPIOUKK Ha KPYIHYIO peIOy. [IymMalo, KITIOHeT.

- Kaxertcsi, g 3Ha0, 0 KOM ThI TOBOPHIIIL, - Tarop cTaj HaBUBATh Ha Iajell CMOJISTHOM JIOKOH. - He
IIOCTABUTh JIM HAM Ha 3Ty HOUb 0COOLIH Kapaysl y TBoel manaTku? Kpenmkux HageKHBIX O0UII0B U3
MoOe} IBapauu, YTOObI HUKTO Te0e He ImoMeIan?

- Braropapto, Mo# rocronuH, He Hafo. [IycTh nyd4llle TBOM KpeNnKye U HafleXKHble OOMITE HAaYHYT
OKa3bIBaTh BHUMaHUE MOUM JEBYLIKaM.

- Onu rotoBhsl. Ho, roBOpst OTKpOBEHHO, mobOarBatoTcs. Y 3Ta Xapamma...
- OTpsid, KOTOPHIM CTOUT PSIAOM C TBOMUMHU KOJIECHUYUMHU, HE XapaMMHI.

- Tl IpemycMoTpuTeIeH, PoMaH, - UMIIepaTOp OKUHYJI €r0 BHUMATEIbHEIM B3T/IsIA0M. Yero Th
moOMBaeIbC?

- YT0OBI B Me0oTe NOABUINCH HACTOAIIAE MyKYUHEI, BIafbIKa.
- Ho s Mory nuIInTHCS BCEU CBOEY IBaphuy! - B IIyTIMBOM yKace Tarop mOgHST BBEPX PYKU.

- TBos cTpaHa BeNKKa, U B HEM MOXKHO HaOpaTh BOECSATEPO OobIee BOMCKO. 3aTO KOHHUITA U3 MeOTH
Bcerga OygeT K TBOMM yCIIyTaM.

- TwI 3TO OOeIaemnsb? - CMEBICII, BJIOZKEHHEBIN B 3TU CJI0BA, OBLI SICHBIM: IOBEIUTENb PaliHEl
6marocyoBisin PoMaHa Ha 1IapCTRBO.

- 4 obemaro. Ho korma Tebe moHamo06saTCS BCAAHUKHY, UX IPUBENET OPYTrOX YeloBeK.

- Kto?



- Ta meBy1ika, 4To ocTanack B Cace, C KOTOPOU s IpUJIeTeNl Ha AEePEBIHHOU IITUIE.
- TBog cympyra? Tel xouelb, YTOOBI BIacTh IPUHAAIeXKana en?
[Topa paccTtaBuTh TOUKY Haf "u", pemni PoMaH U KUBHYIL.

- Ia, ei.  MoeMy CHIHY, €CNTi POOUTCS CHIH. A ecnii OyOeT HoYb... - OH IIOMOJTYall. - f Hafielock, B
Paline HalieTCcs IpUHII OIS Hee.

Tarop ogoOpPUTENbHO KUBHYL.

- Ecnu meno BEIUOET, s TOTOB OTHATh TBOEU CYIPYTe U MIATh, U AECATH THICSY CBOUX I'BapAEeulIEeB,
IOHOIIEN U3 Iy4YIIUX ceMed umnepuu. Ho He TOJIBKO IOTOMY, YTO JKeJjlal0 YKPENUTh COI03 C MeOoTox. ..
1 He TI0TOMY, YTO KOHHUIIE ee HeT PaBHHIX 110 06e CTOPOHH! [IeHHOT0 MOpS... - OH TIyO0KO B3OOXHY T
Y, YIEPILINCh TOOO0OPOAKOM B CKPEIIeHHbEIe PYKHU, YCTPEMUJ B3I Ha MepIialolllee IIaMs CBEUH.
Bemnukue 00Ty yCTaHOBUIN TAKOM IMOPSIOK B 3TOM MHPE, YTO XKEHITUHBI JOJIXKHBI TI0OUTh MYKUYKH,
MYKYUHEHI - XKeHITUH. VI3 Toi M00BY IPOUCTEKAIOT HOBBIe KU3HU, U BCE OHU, BEJIUKNE U HUYTOXHEIE,
6rmaropogubie 1 paOcKue, XKU3HY IIPABUTENIEN, BOMHOB, KYIIIIOB ¥ KPECThsIH, ObIIM 3a4YaThl B
HacnaxgeHuu. MHoe 6oronpotuBHO! PaBHOOYyIINE K XKEeHIIWHE XyXKe Hacunusd Hapg He! KnsHycs,
ecny 0 MyK4YuHBEI PaliHBEI TOXOOUIIA Ha MEOTCKUX, 5 CaM IIpK3Basl Okl CEBEPHBIX BApPBapOB UITH
BOJIOCATHIX YEePHBIX IUKapei, oduTatomux 3a 2Kapkumu CTpaHaMu, 4TOOH! cltacTy cBOM Hapom! M6o
yTpaTa /T000BHOM CBSI3U BefeT K yTpaTe OyILIH...

OH [0JIT0 PACIPOCTPAHSICS Ha CHI0 TeMY, ITOBTOPSS TO, YTO PoMaH 00BsICHSII I'paiuu BO BpeMs
moJieTa Haj nmpoctopamu [TeHHoro Mopsi. OH TOBOPHJI, YTO JIUIIL 6eCCIIOpHAs BOEHHAS MOIIb MeOoThl
Ila MOPCKHe ITPOCTPAHCTBA YAEPKUBAIHU €T0 OT IOIBITOK COKPYIIUTh HeuecTUBOTo CaTa, ero 3aBeTH
M ero [IeCHUILy, Mep3Koro [JlacMOHa, OH KJISJICS, UTO MOJapuUT ['pajuy ¥ ee IOTOMCTBY BCEX PaMHHUTOB,
KOH 3aBOIOIOT Cepfilla aMa30HOK, OH o0elfasn Kopabyu 1 BOMCKa, 30JI0TO U CBOIO MTOAEPXKKY. B3aMeH
Tarop He TpeGoBajl HUYETO, Pa3Be JIUIIE, eCJTM HEKOTOPHIE MeBYIIKHU M0XKeJal0T 0CTaThCsS B PaiiHe Co
CBOMMU M30PaHHUKAMH.

Ycmexasce npo cebsi, PomaH cryman patHUTCKOTO BiIaAblKy. OHM BCTpeYaIuCh TPETUU UK
YeTBEPTHIH pas3, HO eMy, BEPHO, YOA0Ch pa3rafaTh XapakTep u nodyxaenus Taropa, Kak U OH caM,
STOT CUJILHBEIN U CYPOBBIN YesioBeK 06J1afas SpKo BhIpaXKeHHBIM MYXKCKUM 9T0, He IT03BOJISBIINM
TIOHSATH, IPUHSATE WIK XOTS OBl IPUMUPUTHCS C HpaBaMy MeoTkl. B TOM U TOIBKO B 9TOM OBITIO BCE
meno, XoTg Tarop cceiancs Ha BOIi0 cBoux 60roB u noHocui Carta. To BoccTano, THeBaIOCh U
SIPUJIOCH €T0 MY2KCKO€e HauaJjlo; ¥, B OTIu4Yre oT PomMaHa, dYyKakKa, IpUIllesblia U3 UBUIN30BaHHOIO
Mupa, Tarop Mor IPOSBUTH €0 TaK, Kak X0Tell. Bce-Taku OH OB HACTOSIIIUM OPEBHUM UMIIEPATOPOM
U CaMOJepPXKIEM.

X % x

Beprysmuch K cebe, PoMaH IMI0THO MOYKWHAM U BeJIell OAaTh Mapy KyBIIXHOB I'yCTOTO KPEIKOTO
BuHa 13 Caca. [IuTh OH, OJHAKO, HE CTaJl U, XOTS [AEeBYIIKHA HOYHOM CTpaXu IOTJISALBANIA HA HETO C
HaJexXou, OTIIPaBUII BCeX IECTEPHIX CllaTh B PyproH. CerofHs OH He MOT pa3MeHUBAThLCS Ha
PSAIOBEHIX.

CTeMHes0, OTKMHYB IT0JIOT IIaTPa, YTOOHI BIIYCTUTH IPOXJIAMHbIM HOYHOM BO30yX, PoMaH mpucen K
CTOJy ¥ 3agyMascs. MTak, mojoBuHa feja Oblyla cielaHa, UMIIepaTop obelrasn CBoe MTOKPOBUTEIbCTBO
u oMok, OcTanack apyras 4acth paboThl, camMas TPyOHAS - TOATONKHYTh KEHIIUH B 00BbATUS
rBappeiineB Taropa. PomaH n3y4asn KojleCHUYHBIE JIETUOHHI YK€ TPETHU JeHb U, B 001eM U LIeJIOM,
OCTAaJICSI IOBOJIEH. B HUX CITyKUNTKM BUAHBIE MYKUYKMHEL OT ABAALIATH OO COPOKA, HO MOJIOMIEXKHU OBII0
O0IBIIMHCTBO. BEICOKME, CTPOMHEIE, YePHOBOJIOCHE, CO CMYTJION KOXKeH ¥ TEMHBIMU TJla3aMu, 9TH



BOUHHI SIBJISIICE I[BETOM PaliHbl ¥ BIIOIHE MMOOXOMWIN OIS 3aAyMaHHOTO UM €BreHM4€eCKOro0
3KcIrepuMeHTa. Bugumo, Tarop He mpeyBenu4usl, 3aMETHUB, YTO B TBAPAUY CITy2KaT CHIHOBBS JTYYIIUX
dhaMuIMi CTPaHLl - MHOTHE MOJIOILIE JIIOOU OTINYaINCh 0J1arOpoICTBOM YepPT ¥ TOPHOOM OCAaHKOM.

BoT go6rrya, KOTOPYIO BCAOHUIIEI OOJIKHEI YBe3TH B MeoT! ITux mapHei, a He Oecione3Hbie 30JI0The
KPYTJISIIN, KOTOPHIE TaK OJOPOTH cepAly 1aps JacMoHa u ero munuctpa! U ecnu 9Ta apmusi,
IBadlaTh YeTHIPEe THICSUM OOMIIOB, ObSTHEHHHIX JII000BBI0, JOOEPETCs 0 CTONHUIIL, He OymeT Gobiie
HU I[aps, HX MUHUCTPA... HU, KCTaTH HaclegHUKa, X0Ts, celiyac, PoMaH UCIBITHBAI K I0HOMY
TapXxroHy TOJIBKO KaJIOCTh.

CyMeeT 7 OH BHYIIUTH 3TOMY BOMCKY IIpefaHHoCTh ['panmuu? M 4Tto 6ymeT 0CHOBOM MX BEPHOCTH,
TOTOBHOCTH CpaxXaThCs ¥ yMUPaTh pafyd HOBOU BIaAbIYuIlbl? JIMIIb TO, YTO OH O0BSBUIL €€ CBOE
KeHou? CNUIIKOM HeHafexXkHas OCHOBa... [logunepxkka uMmepaTopa OyneT 3HauuTh O60Jblie, KOTraa
oH, PomaH, yiper... fa, mogaepxka Taropa u auts, Kotopoe HOcUT I'panud. [IpaBha, IpoLIIo elle
CJIMILIKOM MaJjio BpeMeHH, YTOOb MUTaTh Ha 3TOT CYET MOJIHYI0 YBEPEHHOCTb... 3arubas Imaiblibl,
PoMan Hayan noOCYUTHIBATE OHU U YOEOUIICs, YTO Yepe3 JeKany Bce OymeT SICHO.

- YT0, mepecyuTHIBaeIlh BUuepallHue Tpodhen? - HerpOMKHUM MeIOIUYHEIN I'0JI0C IIPEPBall ero MBICIH,
¥ pa3BeuuK MOHAJ ronoBy. Ha mopore ero najmaTku crosna badTana.

- HeT, moporas... CunTain MIHOBEHHUS 0 BCTPeYH C TOOOM. - OH MOTHSIICS, BRITAIINWII U3 PACKPHITOTO
CYHIy4YKa [IBe Yallli ¥ II0OCTaBUJI Ha CTOJI.

- TrI OBIT TAK YBEPEH, UTO S IPUAY? - JKEeHIIMHA IPUIIONHSIAa CBETIIYIO IYIIUCTYIO OPOBE.

- A pa3Be MBI He JOTOBAPUBAIUCh C TOOOM 00CYOUTh CETONHST BEeYEePOM KOe-KaKKe HeOTI0XKHEIe
npo6neMbl? Kak, 0102KuM, ITepeKOBLIBATD JIolafei? Mnu cKonbKo ¢ypaxa BhIaTh BCafHULIAM ?

Ona paccMesiniach, IOJOLIIA K CTOJIY ¥ cejla. PoMaH 3aMeTusI, 4TO MOJ IJIalioM Tejio baHTakl
obyeraeT TOJILKO JieTKasl OTKPHITas TYHUKA.

- Da, dypax - 3T0 oueHb cepbe3Ho! Ho CKobKo 6 MBI He BRIIAIM MEIIKOB 3epHa, OHU He HATPYT CIIUH
HaIlluM KOHSM. ['Bappeniisl Taropa roTOBE IOTPY3UTh KX B CBOM KOJIECHUIIBL... BMECTE C AEBYIIKAMU,
pasyMmeeTcs.

- KpacuBrle mapHu, He Tak JIA? - pa3BequyuK YALIOHYICS. - 1 04eHb 00XOOUTENbHEIE... U3 CAMBIX
OrmaropogHbix ceMert umnepuu! Tak 4To Kaxkjas Hallla IeBYIIIKa MOXKET CTaTh KHATUHEMN.

- Haumm meByIIKY IPeAnodYnTaloT rophl U jieca MeoTHl caMbIM 60raThiM 3aMKaM PaliHBHI.

- [Ja, poouHYy HUYTO HE 3aMEHHUT, - cornacuiics PomaH. - Ho eciii BepHYThCS HOMOM C THOOMMBIM
CyIIPYTOM, ee TOPH U Jieca MOKaXyTCs ellle IIpeKpacHelu.

- 4l BUXKY, THl MaCTep 3aroBapUBaTh XKEeHIMHAM 3yOhl, - IIYHLIOBEIYA POT baHTasbl JPOTHY B yILIOKE. -
HepapoM feByILIKY, YTO OeXKYPHUJIU BUuepa B HOUb V¥ TBOETO IIaTpa, pacCKa3biBalOT HEBEPOSTHHIE
BEIIH.

- 9TO HacYeT MOel CIIMHH? - C HEBUHHBIM BUIOM CIIpOCul PoMaH, pa3nuBasi BUHO. - YTO Iofesaelb,
s TPOIPOT [0 KOCTeM, Korfa jeTesl B Hebecax Ha OepeBSIHHOU MITUIIE.

- A ceropiHs Kak? - npuiypuiack baHTana, MOUTrphBasi MPSAAsSIMU POCKOIIHEIX O€T0KYpPhIX BOJIOC.

- [Ioka ewe He cTpenserT, - Poman motep noscuauny. - Ho ecnu 4To, 1 HafjeloCh Ha TBOIO ITIOMOLIb.



- [TocMOTpPUM, TOCMOTPHM... - TI0 JIUITY XKEHIITWHE OpoauIIa 3arafoyHas ycMelnka. OHY TOHSIN
Yaly, BEIMUIK, ¥ BaHTasa CIIpoCHiIa, 030PHO CBEPKHYB Iila3aMu: - Hy, Kak xe 006CTOST ¥ HAcC fena C
bypaxom?

- OueHb Cepbe3HBIN BOIPOC... - POMaH 3aiyM4Y1BO YCTaBUJICS B Yalry. - Ho mepen TeM, Kak 3aHSAThCS
CTIOKHBIMU pacyeTaMHu, S XOTeJI KOe-4TO CIIPOCUTH Y TeOs... YucTo muuHoe... Hageoch, TH He
00U OUIILCA. ..

BanTana 6bl1a 0O4apoBaTENIbHOM KEHIIMHON U TPEeBOCXOOHEIM BO€HAYaIbHUKOM, HO, II0 CIIyXaM,
M0O0IBITCTBO €€ PAaBHSAIOCH KPacoTe, IOMHOXKEHHOM Ha BOMHCKHUeE [06ecT. [IpUKyCUB MyXI1yio
HUKHIOI TyOKY, OHa yCcTaBUJIach Ha PoMaHa ¢ HeCKphIBaeMBEIM HHTEPECOM, CIIOBHO ITof0agpuBasi ero
B3TJISIOM.

-V Te6s1 ©U3yMUTENbHEIE BOJIOCHL... B JKMU3HU HE BU[EJI HUUEro IIpeKpacHee... - pa3Beq4YuK I0BOJILHO
JIOBKO U300pa3uni cMyieHue. - OHU TaKue IHIITHEIE U TYCTHIE... KaK Th YXUTPSEUILCS MPSITaTh UX IO
miem?

AMa30HKa Ka3allach moJbineHHo. OHa obenmMu JIaJOHAMHU ITPOBEJIa II0 CBOUM HIEJIKOBUCTHIM
JIOKOHAM, CTPYUBIIHMMCA IIO IIJie4YaM U I'PYOH, 3aTEM CEePhe3HO0 IIOOHAJIA IIajlell.

- O, 3T0 0YeHH CJI0KHOEe fesno! Hamo mogxBaTuTh UX y men, IMIOOHATE 00 MaKYIIKU U II€PEeBA3aThk.
[ToToMm emie Pa3 IIOOXBATHUTL U CHOBA II€EPEBA3ATh... W TONBKO MOCIEe 3TOTO S OfleBal0 MIOTHBIN
MoAIIJIEMHHUK.

- HeobrryaitHo nHTEepecHo! - PoMaH mokavas roioBoi. - Tel He Morya Obl T0Ka3aTh, KakK 3TO
IenaeTcs?

- Ho, Pomas, s He cmpaBmiock ogHa! OOLIYHO MHE TIOMOTaeT KTO-HuOyab U3 eBylleK... 1 moTom,
HY2KHO 3epKaJlo...

- Bot 3epkaro, - pa3BeiuuK MOKa3asl Ha IOJTMPOBAHHKIM IIUT, BUCEBIINHN Ha OIIOPHOM CTosbe. - 1 g
roTOB TeO€e IMOMOYb.

- Hy, JIagHO... €CJIX Thl HaCTalBa€lllb...

OHa rpalxo3HO MOAHIAach, COPOCHUB TIIALl, ¥ IIarHyja K 61ecTsineMy OpOH30BOMY TPEYTONIbHUKY.
JlazopeBast TyHWKa, TOHKAS U IOJIyIIPO3payHasi, OKpyzKasia ee BHICOKYIO0 CTPOMHYIO QUTYPY
co0/Ta3HUTEIBHEIM MePIlaHuEeM; MIMHHBIE HOTH, OTKPHITHE HUXKEe CepelrHH Oempa, ¥ HaTue IJIe4n
Ka3aJIUCh U3BASHHBIMYU M3 TEIJIOT0 PO30BOT0 MpaMopa.

BricTaBUB BIlepe[ KPyTiible TOKOTKY, BaHTasna JT0BKO ITOXBaTHJIa MBIIIHYI0 MacCy 0€T0KYphIX
npsigey, IOgHsJIa BBEPX U NIpUKasla JlafollKaMy K TeMeHU. Ha Mur oHa 3amepria B 9TOH 1103e,
TTPUIIOOHSBIINCH Ha HOCKaX ¥ BCMAaTPHBasiCh B CBOE OTpaxkeHue; HuMGa, OKyTaHHas IIeTKOBUCTOM
OmecTsIed mayTHHOM, Hasiga, OTXKUMAIOIasi BOJIOCH Y TPUOPEKHBIX cKasl. OuyapoBaHHbIM PoMaH
3aMep.

- Hy, 4T0 Xe TH?.. - ee KapU3HLIH T'0JI0C HAPYIIUI THIIKHY. - ['Te obemanHas momoInb? Wnu y Tebs
CHOBa pa30osienach CriHa?

- [Toxoxke Ha TO, MOS KpaCaBHIia... U Tellepb TBOSA O4Uepedb €e paCTuparTe, - HpOﬁOpMOTaH pa3BeqyuK.

OH MIArHYJ K XXeHIIWHe, BCTA/I 3a €e CIUHOM ¥ IIPOCYHYJ PYKU B HU3KUM BHIPEe3 TYHUKHU; OBA CIIEJIBIX
TPeTeyIyX MJI0a IOKOPHO CKAaTUIMCh MY B JIQIOHH.
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