Korga PoMaH OYHYJICS, TO [OJITO JexKaj Ha TeIJIOM, HarPeTOM COJIHIIEM KaMHe, YyBCTBYS €r0
rpy00CTh BceM CBOUM TeJioM. CBET, YMEHBIIUICS, ¥ OJIUHHEIE TYCThIE TeHW KOCHYJIMCh 00HAXKEHHBIX
ey pa3Bequuka. Mitak, oH cHoBa B MiaMepeHuu X. HY2KHO TOTOBUTHLCS K XYOIIEMY - IOTOMY 4TO TOe
OBl OH HU HaXOJHUJICSI, OTIACHOCTH BE3e.

OnsiTh eMy IpUOETCS MeJIEHHO U OCTOPOXKHO IIPUCIIOCA0IMBAThCS K OKPYXKAIIIEMYy ero MUPY, K
HOBOM peanbHOCTH. TYT He MOXKeT ObITh OIINOO0K; IleHa OIIMOKY - JKU3Hb.

He nmoBopauuBas royossl, PoMaH u3yyasn neuns3ax, OTKPBHIBIIUUCS Iepel HUM. MeCTHOCTSD BHITIAAeNa
IOBOJILHO MpauHoi. KaMeHHas IIuTa, Ha KOTOPOM OH JiexXaJl, yupanach B Ky4y BBICOKUX 3y04aThIX
BaJlyHOB. KaMeHb 1o HUM OB ClieTKa IPUIYOPeH IeckoM. ['HMiieB 3a4eprHyl MaJeHbKyI0 TOPCTh 1
nopHec ee OnuXKe K riaa3aM. YepHbIi necok! MHTepecHoO.

BeTep 3aBBIBa/l B KaMEHHOM MelliKe, Opocasi eMy B JIUII0 TOPCTh IIBIIK; Hapsoy C BETPOM, HEKOTOPhHIE
3BYKH JOHECJIUCh [0 er0 YKPHITUd. Pa3BeunK MOGHSAI FOJIOBY U CJlyIlaj. 3BOH, TPOXOT, 3BOH ...
otrosiocku 6utBbl! OH TOYHO uX ono3Han! Temneps OH JIOBUI KPUKU CPAXKAIOIIUXCS JTIOJEN, CTOHBI
paHeHEBIX ... Y Bce XKe! ['MieB pUIOXKUI YXO K TelJIoMy KaMHI0. TornoT KonelT! COTHY BCagHUKOB
CKaKaJlu II0 paBHUHE!

[TophIB BeTpa MPUHEC 3BYK 00EBBIX POTOB. ['TyX0l TPYOHBIM 30B ¥ HOBBIE KPUKH - KPUKHU
100eXKIeHHbIX, TOPKECTBYIOUIUY PEB Mo0eauTeNeH, CTOHB YMUPAOLIUX.

BYM! 9T0 yxe noxoxe Ha nywKky! CTpaHHBEIM packaT, IOX0KKUM Ha pacKaT I'poOMa UJIM T'POMKHUU 3BOH
OTPOMHOI0 KOJIOKOJIA ... YT0 3T0? HakOHEIl peluB, 4TO eMy He TPO3UT HEIIOCPEeNCTBEHHAsA
oracHOCTh, PoMaH cobGpasicsi BHTIISHYTh U3 CBOET0 yOexKuIlla ¥ U3YUYUTh CUTYalui0 CBOUMHU TJla3aMu.
Iepxkach IPOTHB BeTPa, OH IOAIOJI3 K BajlyHaM, OJI0KUPYOLIM 0030p, Halllesl TOAXOAAIIYIO MIeb U
IIPUJINTL K HEU.

Ero uMmpoBU3UpPOBaHHbIH HAOMIOOATEIbHEIN ITOCT OBLT PACIIOI0KEeH 0YeHb XOPOIIIO - Ha HEBEICOKOM
XOJIMe, IIPSIMO B THUTY HallafaBIuX. PoMaH efiBa 00paTHII Ha 9TO BHUMAaHHKe, 3alle4aTiIeB BCIO
KapTUHY OHUTBH, pa3BopavyuBamwieics Huxe. ClIeKTaK/ab IPOXOAuI Ha GOHEe TUTaHTCKOM CTEHH U3
JKeJITOTO KaMHsI, KOTOpast 3aKphIBasia TMHUI0 Topu30HTa. OHa Ka3anach 6ECKOHEYHOM - 6e3 pa3phIBOB
OHa TSIHYJIach B 06€ CTOPOHEI, U, laKe HaIMpsTas riaa3a, pa3BeuuK He MOT PA3/IMYUTh, IIe
3aKaHYMBAETCS 9TO YYHNOBHUIIHOE COOPYKEHHUE.

Ha mwupoko# paBHUHE MEXIY XOJIMOM ¥ CTEHOU ITPOMCXOMUIIa caMasi HeBepOosiTHAs OUTBa, KOTOPYIO
OH Korpa-mu6o Bumen. Hae3gHUKY OTPSIOOB IPOJIETAI MUMO CTEHH Ha MaJIeHbKUX JIOIIAMSX;
aTaKyIoIIKe, IOBOPAUYMBAsICh B Ce[IIaX, BEICTPENIMBAIN CTPEJIbI U3 YIUBUTEIEHO KOPOTKUX JTYKOB. OT
X KPHKOB PoMaH, KOTOPHIi ellle He MTOTHOCThIO OIIPABUIICS, 3a3BeHeNI0 B yuax. «Heymaunas
TAKTHUKAQ, - IOyMaJl OH, IOTHPAsi TYASIIYIO TOJIOBY, - Y4eT0 MOXKHO TOCTUYD C TIOMOIITBI0 9TOTO
obctpena? CteHa ObllTa 0YEHDb BEICOKOM - HE MeHee MSITHAIATH MeTPoB; He HyKHO OBLIIO TOBOPUTE O
TOJIIIMHE - YeTHIPe BCAgHUKA MOTJIM ITPOeXaTh cpaly. Jlerye yOUTh CJIOHA M3 UTPYIIEYHOTO
IIHCTOJIETa, YeM B300paThCsl Ha KaMeHb! BuouMo, aTaka C JIyKOM, KOTOPYIO OH HaOmogasn, Oblia
IIPOCTO AKTOM OTYASHUS WK 6€3pacCyIHOMN SPOCTH.

OpHako BCKOpeE POMaHy CTaJIO SICHO, K 4YeMy CTPEMSATCA HallaJaBIINe. BcapgHuKY IBITAIUCh BEIMAHUTD
CBOHMX BPATr'OB U3-3a CTEHHI, YTOOBI OHU BTAHYJIHCE B OIPAKY. On YJ'IBI6HYJ'ICH. BYJIYT JIA 3allTUTHUKHU
HACTOJIBKO T'JIYIIBI, 4YTO IOOOadYyTCs 9TOU HpOBOKaHI/H/I?

-3auem! - O3agavueHHbIH, pa3BeYUK YBUIEII, KAK TUTAaHTCKKUe BOPOTA OTKPHUIKCH, ¥ HAa PABHUHY
YCTPEMHUJICS TIOTOK KOHHBIX ¥ IEIINX BOMHOB ¢ 00eBbIMU KpuKaMu. HamnagaBiire pagoCTHO
3aKpuyanu u O6POCUNIUCH K HUM HaBCTpedy. C 'POMOBLIM PEBOM [OBE apMHUU CMEIIAIUCh ¥ TTOTHOKHUS



CTEHHI.

Bce IIPOM30IIJIO TaK CTPEMUTEIIBHO. l'uneB NU3YMJIEHHO OTKDEINI POT: B OOHO MI'HOBEHNE BO3OYX
IIOTEMHEII OT JIETAIIUX KOIIMH U CTpeJI, JIoIIagru U UX BCAJHUKU IIadaJId IIEeJILIMU PAOaMU, 06pa3OBaB
3aJINThie KPOBBIO BAJIbI TPYIIOB, d BRIZKHUBIINE C KDUKAMU U CBUCTAMU HAHOCHUJIN YAAPH 3d YAdPaMU,
HarpomMozkKaas HOBBIE XOJIMBI MEPTBEIX TEJI.

MarnenbKasi KOCMaTas JIOIIaab, TUIIeHHAs BCAgHUKA, T00exKasa BBEPX 10 XOJIMY ¥, OCTaHOBUBIIKCH
HeJlaIeKo OT TPYyIbl KaMHeU, Cpeiu KOTOPHIX 3acen ['MieB, Havyasla ¢paerMaTUyHO JepraTh TPaBy.

Huxe, Ha paBHUHE, HOBBIE JIETHOHKI 00M1I0B Opocanuch B ataky. Terneps 9T0 ObIIM NEXOTUHITHL. T1ox
IIPUKPBITAEM OTHS JIYYHUKOB OHU IIBITA/IUCh [TOICTABUTh JJIMHHEIE HEYKJITIOXKYUE JIECTHULE K CTEHE.
3alMTHUKY BCTPETWIX UX I'PafioM KaMHeHU U CTPYSMU KUIAIIEero Maciia; IITypM 3abIXalics,
TIEXOTHHIIB OTKATUIUCh Ha3al.

OTpsaEl 3alIUTHUKOB, CPAXXaBIINXCSA Y CTEHE, IOBEPHYIIX Ha3al, He B CUJIaX IIPOTUBOCTOATH
CMEPTOHOCHOMY IOTOKY KOnui u cTpeni. OrpoMHBEIE BOPOTA, [TI0X0KKE Ha YyIOBUILIHBIN POT,
3acacelBajid MacCy OTCTYNALIUX COJIZAT, 3aTEM UX CTBOPKU IITUPOKO OTKPHIIUCH, U PoMaH yBumen
3Ty CTPaAHHYIO MYILIKY.

OHa oKa3anach OTPOMHOM: CTBOJI ObLJI HE MEHEe OBYX METPOB B IMAMETPE U OKOJIO [IECATH B ANIUHY.
CoTHHU II0fey CYeTUIUCh BOKPYT 3TOT0 MOHCTPA, YCTaHOBJIEHHOI'0 Ha HAaKJIOHHOW paMIle IIPSMO 3a
CTEHOH.

YnuBuTenbHbIM gu3aiiH! PoMaH, 0qHAKO, COMHEBAJICS, YTO 3TO MOXKET ObITh IIOJIE3HEIM Ha MPaKTHKeE.
OH He MOT NPEeJCTaBUTh, Kya ¥ 3aYeM 3AIUTHUKU CTEHHI CTPEJISIIM U3 9TOM MYIIKY - TUTAHTCKUN
CTBOJI OBITT TOJHST K HEOY ITOfT COBEPIIEHHO HeBOOOpa3uMbIM yriioM. CorjnacHO 3aKOHaM 0aslTMCTHKH,
HU B PSIBI HAllaaIoOIIKUX, HU B MX JIarepb - 3aCTABJIEHHBIN MTaJlaTKAMM C IIPABOM CTOPOHEI €T0 XOJIMaA -
CHaps[ yIacTh He MOT.

MrHoBeHUEe CITIyCTs, KOT'Ia IIyIIKA BREICTPEJINTId, OH IIOHAJII, B YEM HEJI0.

OcnenuTenbHas BCIBIIIKA; TEMHOE TOPJIO CTBOJIA M3BEPTIIO IAPO U 0671aK0 CEPOT0 AbIMAa, KOTOPHIN
HAKPHUT ¥ aTaKYIOIIUX U 3alIUTHUKOB. ['MIeB 04apoBaHHO, HAOOMAI 3a II0JIETOM CTPAHHOT'O
CHapsa; ero TPaeKTopHs, Ka3aloch, 3aKaHYMBajach MPsSIMO B TPyfe KaMHel Ha BEPIIUHE X0/IMa.
Anpo B3/eTeno Tak BEICOKO, a ero CKOPOCTh Oblyla HaCTOJIbKO HE3HAYUTENILHOM, YTO OH MOT
BOCXUIIATLCS 3TUM OecCIipelleIeHTHHIM 3PejIUIeM, a TakXkKe TeM, KaKoe BIevyaT/IeHre IIPOU3BeT
BBICTPeJI Ha apMuI0 V¥ cTeHBl. OCTaBUB JIYKX U KOIIbSI, BOMHBI 3aKpUYiajy OT yXkKaca.

['uneB HEBOJIBHO YIIBIOHYJICS. ITO 03HAYAET, UTO 3AUUTHUKU CTEHBI CTPEJISIOT U3 MYIIKU TOJIBKO IS
TOTO, 4YTOOHI HamyraTh Bpara. Hajgo npusHaTh, YTO OHU CHEJIaIi 9TO XOPOIIIO.

MexXny TeM CHapsf IIPOIIes CaMyl0 BEICOKYIO TOUKY TPAaeKTOPUM U TIOBEPHYJICT K 3eMie. Pa3Bequuk
B3[POTHYJI; TeIleph OH OBIJT YBEPEH, UTO PO PYXHET IIPSIMO B €ro YKphiTHe. An! OTa Bellls Oblla
CUIIKOM OO0NbILION U GOJbIIE TTOXOAKUIIAa Ha MaJIeHbKHUHM METEOPHUT, YEM Ha MyLIeyHbId cHapsa. Kpome
TOT'0, OH 3aMETHJI ellle OIHY CTPAHHOCTB - AP0 Ka3ajI0Ch MOYTH MPO3PAYHBIM; CKBO3b 3Ty
3eJIeHOBaTYI0 chepy OH MOT pa3NuyuTh 00/1aKa, IJILIBYIIKE 110 TEMHEIOIIEMY BeuepHeMy HeOy.

'UraHTCKWI 3eJIeHBIH IIap yral Ha ONKWH U3 TPAHUTHEIX BAJyHOB, OCTPHIA KaK OpKUTBa, pa30phI3THBas
BO BCE CTOPOHBI OCKOJIKHU. I'MJI€B, OCTOPOKHO 3a0paBIIUCH B Y3KYIO LIeIh MEXKAY KaMHSIMHU, Togo0part
HeOOIIbIION OCKOJIOK M3 3€JIEHOT'0 BEIIeCTBa, KOTOPHIN yIaj PSIIOM C HUM.

HeseposiTHo! 310 G HEeGpuT! OH MHOTO 3HAJ 0 HEGPUTE - y €T0 OTIA B CBOE BpeMst Oblla



TpeKpacHast KOJJIEKIUs He(PUTOBEIX CTAaTy3TOK. TeM He MeHee, 3TO0 ...

OrpoMHOe nylIeyHOe IAPO U3 3eJIEHOr0 HeppuTa, IPO3padHoe, KaK CTEKIIO0, B TAaKOe NeUCTBUTEJILHO
TPYZOHO mMoBepuTh! OIHAKO 3TOT MaJIeHbKUi ()parMeHT Ha ero JIafloHU He OCTaBJISI MeCTa [T
COMHEHUHU.

PoMaH cHOBa IOCMOTPET Ha HETO U C YOUBIIeHHEeM 00HAPYXKHUJI, UTO efiBa BUAUT CBOIO PyKy. OH He
OB TOTOB K TAaKOMY OBICTPOMY HACTYIIJIEHUIO TEMHOTHL. MUHYTY Ha3af elile OBIJI0 IOBOJILHO CBETIIO,
HO BIPYT Ha PaBHUHE BOLlapHiIach ThMa, KakK OyaTO HeM3BeCTHOEe O0KECTBO 3TOTO MUPA BHIKITIOYUUIIO
comnune. Y oH mpuroToBUICS XKOaTh 00 3aKaTa! [laxke celiyac OH MOXKET IIPOUTHUCH IO CTEHOU U
BBIOpaTh cebe Ofekay U OpyXKHe CPpefu rop TPYIOB.

BrimpsmuBIics, PoMaH moxart raedaMu ¥ 0TOpocus HepUTOBLIH 0CKOJIOK. KaKyio IIeHHOCTb 3TOT
MUHEPAJT MOXKET UMETh 3[I€Ch, €CJIM U3 HETO CAEeJIaHH MyIIeyHbe sigpa? BHe3amHo CHOBa CTAJIo
cBeTJI0, 607Iee pacCcesiHHO M TYCKJIO - TyHa B36upasach mo Heby.

BarnsiHyB HanpaBo, PoMaH yBUIE COTHU KOCTPOB, KOTOPHIE 3aTOPEJIUCH B JIarepe 0CazKIAOIIHX.
TeMHBEIE CUITYSTH HOCUITUCH B33/l ¥ BIIepe[ MeXMy MMajllaTKaMu, JajieKie 3ByKd He3HAKOMOU MeJIofuu
MOHOCHIIACH [I0 yuIe# pa3Beguuka. OH MOBEPHYJICS K CTEHE - KPOIIeYHEIe OTHU (haKeJIOB BCIIBIXHYITH
MeX[ay 3y0iamu.

Hy 4TO XK, IIOPa B3ATHECHA 3a OeJIo. OH [omXKeH KaKuM-TO 06pa30M CylieCTBOBATE 30€CH OO TOT'O
MOMEHTa, KOoriga MaKCUMOB COU3BOJIUT 336paTb €ro Ha3ap.

Pomasn I'uneB BHICKONIb3HYTT U3 CBOET0 VKPHITUS U Havajl OCTOPOXKHO CITyCKAThCS K TPyAaM TPYIIOB,
CTI0KEHHBIX TI0]] KeJITOU CTeHOM. MHCTUHKT I0fCKa3al eMy, UTO BCe caMOe MHTepecHoe OymeT 3a
3TO¥ KaMeHHOM Maccoi. CIyCTUBIINCh Ha MeCTO HeflaBHeN OoviHM, PoMaH ornsaperncsi. Bokpyr Hero
JleKaIu KUBONMCHBIE Ky4YU CKOIUBILIKXCS MEPTBBIX JIOIIafel, CMelllaHHbe C KDOBaBLIMU TeJlaMU
BOMHOB. CTOHHBI PaHEHHIX He OBbIIM CHIBLIIIHAL: TI0-BUOUMOMY, 3JI0YMBIIIJIEHHUKAM yIal0Ch TPUKOHYUTD
UX JI0 TOTO, KaK rpsgHya MymKa. M3 rop MepTBOii IJIOTH Y2Ke HavyasCsd 3amax pa3jioKeHus.
BeposiTHO, OH TaKxKe MPUBJIEKAs CIOfla XUITHUKOB - TPOOUPAsCh MEXKIY MEPTBLIMU TeJIaMH,
CTI0KEHHBIMU B T'PYABI, POMaH yclbliian 3ByK 60pMOTaHUs ¥ 3aMeTH/I MepIlaHue YbUX-TO TJIa3.
OpHaKo B CyMepKax OH ellle He MOT Pas3riigfeTh 9TUX XUITHUKOB.

Hakoselr, n3-3a 0671aK0B BHIIIIJIA JTyHa, ¥ OH CMOT YIOBJIETBOPUTH CBOE JTIOOOIIBITCTBO: HECKOIBKO
MaJIeHbKUX KJIBIKACTBEIX 00€3bsH CEPAUTO YIBIOHYIUCH MY, TTIIASA U3-3a XOJIMOB YeJIOBEUEeCKUX TeTl,
IPUIaBIIEHHEIX MEPTBEIMU TPyIaMu jioinafen. ITnoTosmubie 06e3bsiHBI? YTO K, 3alIOMHUM,
Pa3BeqYUK BIEPBLIE U CO BCEH OCTPOTOM ITOYYBCTBOBAJI, UTO OH He Ha 3eMIie.

[TepeMmenasick BOKPYT, I'ie TIOJI3KOM, TIe IPUCenas - OT OMHON Ky4u K Apyro#, PomaH mocMoTpen Ha
omexnay u OoempuItackl MOruduIuxX conmaT. Bckope oH yOemuiics, YTO BOMHEI BOIOWOIIUX CTOPOH
CUJIbHO Pa3/IMYalIiiCh [0 CBOEMY TelocioxkeHui0. OOHapyKUB ONHY JTII0OOMBITHYIO Mapy, OOMIIE!
nexanu nobau30CTH, BOH3UB JIE3BUS B TPYb, APYT ApyTa - OH PELIns IIOCMOTPETh Ha HUX MOOIuXKe.

ConpaT oTpsifa, KOTOPHIM TOKUHYJI CTEHY, OBIJT BEICOKMM M XOPOIIO CJI0KEHHBIM YeJI0BEKOM; faxke
MEPTBBLIM OH BHITJIIZIE]I BIIOJIHE MPUINYHO. Ero KoXxa B ci1aboM cBeTe JIyHH Oblla XKeJITOBaTOM, a
TYCKJIO CBepKarmui Med, PomaH Harten ero 6poH30BEIM. [IpUKOCHYBIIUCE K JIE3BUIO, OH IIOHSATI, YTO
ourn6cs - Me4 OblT flepeBAHHBINA. Kakas-To cCTpaHHas TOpofa 04eHb TSIKEJI0r0 U TBEPAOTO0 JepeBa.
Opyxue OBIJIO IOKPEITO YEM-TO BpoAe OPOH30BOM KPACKH.

3aTeM OH ITOBEPHYJICS KO BTOPOMY TPYIy. TeMHasi Koxka, MaJeHbKUU POCT, KPUBLIE HOTH ... OTIIHYHO
Pa3BUTHIE MYCKYIIH ... TOPC 3alluIeH KOXKaHOM OpOHeH, u3-TI0f OCTPOKOHEYHOTO IIIIeMa
BEIOMBAIOTCS MIPSIIK XXKECTKUX YePHHIX BOJIOC. BPIOKY TOXKe KOXKaHbIe, CalloT'd BEICOKHE U3 TOTO XKe



MaTepHaja. CunnHBIE HU30THYTHIE HOT'H - IIPU3HAK Hae3gHuKa! BapBap! l'uneB BEITIPSAMHAIICA U
JOBOJIBHO B3O O0XHYII.

OpHa u3 00e3bsSH CXBaTH/IA TOKOMHKWKA, KOTOPBIM HAXOOUIICS B IISITH IIarax OT Hero. Pa3Bemuuk
nomo6part KoIbe, jexkalee mobIu30CTH, U 3allyCTHIT €T0 B HArjioe CYILIeCTBO, KOTOPOe C
pa3mpazkeHHBIM BU3TOM 00paTuiochk B 6erctBo. OH OpPOCHIICS 3a HUM - YTOOBI IPUKOHYUTE, - HO
BHE3AITHO OBbIJT 0OCTAaHOBJIEH OJIECKOM 30JI0Ta Ha TPYIe, KOTOPHIM MaJleHbKUH MOHCTP Hadal
IOXKHUPATh.

BeposiTHO, 3TO ORI KaKOM-TO BOEHAYAIbHUK U3 apMUHU 3allIUTHUKOB CTEHHl. ETo me3Bue cBepKaio
30JI0TOM KpacKoy, MaHIUPh YKpalllaa 30JI0TOM KPYyT, [IJIeYy OBaJibHbIE IIJIACTUHEI, II0X0XKKE Ha
amosieTkl BEICOKOE 3BaHUe, MOXKET OBITh, laXKe TeHepall; HeyOUBUTEIbHO, YTO 00e3bsgHa HalllJla ero
JTAKOMBIM KycoukoM! 'pyms morubimero Ovlia yKpallleHa MacCUBHOM 30JI0TOM IIEThI0 - ee 01eCK U
IPUTAHYJI BHMMaHUe ['uneBa. OH OCTOPOXKHO HaIlyasl 3aCTEeXKKY M CHSJI L[eNb C XOJIOOHOU IIer
MepPTBOTO yenoBeka. OTnuyHas paboTa, YUCTOE 30JI0TO ... [Ia, TOKOWHBIN OBIJT 04eHb Ba2KHEIM
YeJnoBeKoM!

YxmMmeinsgsacs, Poman Hadan pa3o6adaTh TPYI, TakK yIayHO MOMABIIKANCS TTOM PyKy. Ecnu s He Mory
130aBUTHCS OT 9TOM IPOLEAYPH], T04eMy OB, He OTIIPABUTHCS B IIyTEILIEeCTBUE ITEPBLIM KJIacCoOM?
Bo3MoXKHO, cBepKamias 30/10Tasi OpoHS M MacCUBHAS LIeTlh BOKPYT €ro IIeu OTKPHIIN O Iy Th 3a
CTeHOu?

CHS$B C MepPTBOT0 4YeJioBeKa ILIENIKOBYI0 TYHUKY, HaXOOUBIIYIOCS IIOf AOCIIeXaMH, OH C PafoCThbI0
IPUKPBIT Haroty. OfHAKO C MaHIMPeM BO3HUKIIA Mpo6aeMa, yMepuIuii 661 IPEMEPHO TOTO XKe
POCTa, 4YTO U OH, HO €r0 MEIIIITEL OCTaBJIS/IN KeJaTh JIy4Yllero, ero Tyrod HarpyIHUK He ITOAXOOUII K
MOTy4eMy TYJIOBHINY pa3Bequrka. OTKa3aBIIKUCh OT HETO IIOCJIe HECKOJIbKUX HeYAaYHbIX IOMIBITOK,
PoMaH Hazesn 11eM C 30JI0TEIM KPYTOM, KOTOPEIM eMy moaxonu. Illnem Obl1 HEMHOTO IIOX0X Ha
rpeyecKuil - TOT Ke BHICOKUY IrpebeHb U IIacTHa, KoTopas 3aKpkiBaeT 7100 ¥ HOC. PoMaH ObL
IOBOJIEH: YBUAETH €T0 JIUIO 107 KO3BIPKOM OyfeT HeJleTKO. 3aKOHYUB C OL0EeKO0W, OH PEeLIu
TIOPBITHCS B Kyde OPYKHUs, HO BOPYT 3@ €0 CIIMHOM MOCTIBIIIaNNCh HesICHEIE Tosoca. [IpoknuHas cebs
3a HeBHUMAaTEJIbHOCTh, Pa3BeNUUK yIajl Ha 3eMJII0 ¥, 3aTaull JbIXaHue, YCTaBUJICA Ha
npubIuKaoIyocs 1enb $hakesnoB. Ecnu oH ycmenrHo n300pa3uT MEPTBOTO, COJIAATEI, BO3MOXKHO,
IIPOUYT MUMO, ITIOAyMall OH, PACTATUBasACh CPENU TPYIIEL

T'onoca mocTeneHHO ctanu 6onee oTyeTIUBEIME. HakoHer] PomaH pa3o0pai 4ei-TO BLICOKHM TOMOIIHH
T0JIOC C KOMAHOHBEIMY MHTOHAIUSIMHT:

-JH, IOCMOTPH Ty7a, 3a TOM Ky4Koy MOHTOB. [la He pa3risabiBail Kaxkgoe Iuilo, 601BaH, CMOTPH Ha
nocrexu! Pa3Be TH He TIOMHUIIB, KaK OB OJIeT Halll UMIIEPATOP?

OH noHMMa Kaxmgoe cj10Bo! BeposaTHO, BX0Od B MUPH M3MepeHusa X, OH aBTOMaTU4YECKHM OCBanBall
MeCTHEBIE SI3bIKH. B m060M ciydae, Tak 66110 B Anbbe, 0 KOTOPOX y HET'0 OCTANIUCh TOJIBKO CMyTHEIE
BOCIIOMUHAHMUS, ¥ 3TO IIPOU30IIIO0 37ech. Hy, HY, I3BIK MOXKET OBITh IT0JIE3€H HE MEHbIIE, YEM
OpyXue.

[Taru conmpat OBLIN CHBIIIIAHEL BCe ONIMXKe, ¥ BHe3alHO POMaHy IMPHIIIIO B TOJIOBY, YTO OH MOXKET
TIOTIAaCTh B Cephe3Hblit nepenen. Unu Het? KoHeYHO, HafleB 9TOT BEJIUKOJIETIHEIH IIIJIeM, OH MOXKEeT B
IIBa CUueTa 0Ka3aThCs 3a CTEHOM, HO YTO ¢ HUM OymeT masbiine? Bo3MOXKHO, HE CITUIIIKOM IIPUSTHEIE
BEIIM - KaK C TI00BIM YeJI0BEKOM, KOTOPHIH Orpabuil UMIEPCKUH TPYII.

Yel-To pa3ppaxkeHHbIU roJI0C CKa3al:

-¢1 He mymaro, 4TO MBI CMOXKEeM HaWTH TeJl0 UMIlepaTopa cerudac, cup. Mul jaxe He 3HaeM TOYHO, I'e



OH yIIaJl. Ecnu Mouru 3aMeTsT Halllu (1)aKeJ'IBI, OHHU TYT XK€ IIOABATCA 30ECh, a MHE Ha CETOOHSA YXKe
XBATHIIO UX KHCJIBIX POXKb.

Ho KOMaHIOHUD HE COT'JIaCHUJICA.

-Ilena#t To, 4TO Tebe TOBOPAT, TeHUBHIN yOionok! MHadye TBOe KUCJIOe IUII0 COEOUHUTCS K JINIaM TeX
MOHTOB, C KOTOPHIX 3aBTpa CHUMYT rojioBel! {1 obeai Tebe, 3TO.

Pazpgarncs erle oguH romuoc.
-MHTepecHO, moyeMy uMIiepaTpuila M3l Tak HacTauBaja, YTOOBI MBI HAIlIU TPYII ee MyXka?
- YroObl OKa3aTh eMy MocjaegHue noyectu. [louemy xe ee?

CobecemHMKY TPOMKO paccMesinuchk. ['uneB, yTKHYBIIHNHM I0A00POIOK B OKPOBABIEHHYIO JIYXKY,
IIBITAJICS HAXMYPUTH OPOBH, HO TOJIBKO elrle O0JIbllle ucIadkat JIUIO.

- Hy, KTO e1e 60uTCS MOHTOB? - BOCKJIUKHYJ KTO T0. OHM He HamafaloT HOYbI0. OTH I'PSI3HbLIE
BapBaphl O0SITCS MPU3PAKOB ITaBIINX BOUHOB!

-4l BUXKYy, BaM He 2KaJIb BalllUX I'0JIOB, - BMEIIAJICS KOMaHAUD, Telepb PoMaH y>Ke MOT pa3/IuuuTh €T0
BBICOKMI Tojioc. - [IpekpacHo! Korpia MBIl BepHEMCS 3a CTeHY, U S TUYHO MPOCTIEKY, YTO OBl UX
OTOPBaIM OT BalllKX IIjIey.

BOJ'ITYHBI 3aTKHYJIMCh, PAa3BEOIYUK, BHOXHOBJ’IGHHBIIZ 3aMedYaHUEeM O HOUHOHI TPYCOCTH MoHroB, He
meBenuncsa. OH BRITJIAOE]I MEPTBEIM, X TaXKe THEM, Ha PaCCTOAHNYN HECKOJIBKUX APOO0B, OH JIETKO MOT
KOT‘O-HI/I6YI[I: 06MaHYTb, HO TYT OOMH M3 BOUHOB CIIOTKHYJICA O €TI0 PYKY U CHACTJIMBO B3BEIJI.

- O#1, Bce croma! 4 Hamen umneparopa!

Ecnu oHU CHUMYT LIJIEeM, - TPYCTHO ogyMas PoMas, - To royioBa ocjiefyeT 3a HUM. KX ObUI0 IATEpO
WM LIECTEPO, OH [laXKe He YCIIeeT NOCTATh NEePEBIHHBIN Med. MOXKET, CTOUT C HUMU IIOTOBOPUTH U
BBIUT'PATh BpeMs? MoxkeT OBITh JIydIle ...

- I1a, 3TO ero 1emb! OTO UMIIEPATOP, - TONIOC odullepa TPO3ByYal MPsSMO Haf yxoMm PomaHa.

- Ckopee! ITonoxute ero Ha HOCUNKHU! K 4epTy 9TUX, MOHTOB, HO 9TU NMPOKJISTHE 00€3bSIHEI
3aCTaBISAIOT MEHS HEPBHUAYATh!

Poman I'uieB ObIT He TIJIOXUM aKTEPOM, ¥ 3[IeCh OH CTapaJjICs U30 BCEX CHJI, UT'Pasi POJib MTOKOHMHOTO
UMIIepPaTopa, KOTOPHIM HE MOXKET [0KIAThCs, YTOOHI IIOMACTh B CKOPOHEIE O0BSITHSI UMIIEPATPHUIILL U
TIOJIyYUTH BCE TIOCMEPTHRIE ToYecTH. TOTHKO OfHA BeIllb CMYyIlaa ero. YTo 03HayaeT CMeX TOTO
CMEIIBOTO conpmaTa? PackaunBasich Ha HOCHIKAX, OH JIMXOPAJoYHOo rafjan. Kakue «mocnegHue
nmouecTu» eMy OyayT oKa3aHbl, ¥, HAKOHELl, ITPHUIIIEN K BEIBOAY, UTO BIUI. JTa MBIC/b, K COXKaJIEHHIO,
COBCEM He YCIIOKOHJIA €To.

Tamumu ero MOBOJILHO MOJITO.

- MHe KaXeTCs, YTO UMIIePATOP IIPH XKU3HU He OB TAKUM TSIXKEJIBIM, - IT02KaJI0BaJICS ONMH U3
coJpmart. - Iy Tpymsl BecSAT OOJIbIle KUBHIX JIIOEH ?

-Ilypak, - cKka3aJl KOMaHOYIOIIuH rojoc. - Kakoe Te6e memno go aToro? Yem paHbIle Mbl 3aKOHYUM
CBOI0 paboTy, TeM CKOpee Bkl BEPHETECH B IIOCTEJTE.



- K cBoeii xkeHmmuHe! - mo6aBHUI KTO-TO, ¥ BCSI KOMIIAHKS CHOBA PaccMesiiach.

PomaH, BHITSHYBIINICSA Ha HOCUIKAX, He OCMEJIUIICS OTKPHITh T'Jla3a, YTOOH M0II060BaThCS CTEHOM C
O/IM3KOT0 PACCTOSTHUS, HO BECh ITPEBPATUIICS BCayx. CHavasa IBEPU BOPOT 3aCKPUIIENH, IOTOM OHU
[OJITO HECITH €T0 Yepe3 XOJIOOHBIM U BIaXKHBIM TyHHEJb, TaXIIUy [IJIECEHbIO U BlIarou. Yepes gecaTh
MUHYT OHHY BHIIIJIA Ha OTKPHITHIM BO3AYX U OBICTPO OIBUHYIUCH BIlepes. PeluB, 4To KpoMe ero
YeTBEPHLIX HOCUJIBIIMKOB ¥ UX KOMaHAUPa C TOHKUM I'0JI0COM, BOKPYT HUKOT0 He Obls1o, PoMaH
PUCKHYJI IONHATH BEKHU.

Ero Hecnu 1o orpoMHOMY TApKY, DEPEBhS U KyCTapPHUKU KOTOPOTO OBIJIK TIAaTeIbHO MOACTPUXKEHBI;
HOXK CafloBHUKA IIpuaas uM popmy haHTACTHIECKUX JKUBOTHHIX U TUTAHTCKUX YeJI0BeYeCKUxX Quryp.
Onu mpormu MuMo 607IbIIIoro 6acceliHa, 3all0THEHHOTO TEMHOM BOMIOM - B HEM OTpaXKascs CBET
ropsmux ¢axkenon. [IpumyprBmuch, PoMan moCMOTpPEN BHU3; OH MOT IOKJISICThCS, YTO IYTh, 110
KOTOPOMY ILIJIA COJIAATHI, ObLT BEIIOXKEH He(QPUTOBOM IITUTKOM.

- Cnemrure, UOHUOTHI, - He OTCTaBaJl KOMAHOUD. - f X04y IIOCKOpee 0Ka3aThCs B IIOCTEJIH, a
UMIIepaTpUIla - IOJIYYUT TEJI0 CBOETO JII0OUMOTO MyXKa.

- Hy ma? - XUXUKHYJI OOWH U3 COJIOAT, U BCE€ 9eTBEPO CHOBA 3aroroTajin.

O3ama4yeHHOCTh U OeCIOKONCTBO ['MleBa YBeTUUUBAIUCEH C KaXAoi MuHyTOM. OH He BUMEN IT0BOMa
IIJIST BeCEJIbsI B TAKOM IIeYaIbHOM COOLITHH, KaK CMEPTh UMIlepaTopa. MHTepecHo, Kakyio 3a0aBy
MOXKET clejlaTh eMy 6e3yTelllHasl BIOBa, KOTHa OH IIPefCTaHeT Iepen Hell KaK Tpym?

-CmoTpu, Tebe 0TPeXKyT rOJIOBY, IPOBOPYAI I'0JIOC B OTBET Ha XUXUKAHbE.

I'unes moMopuuics. [10-BUOUMOMY, B 3TOM MUpE JIIOAK CTPAJAJIH IAaTOIOTHUYECKUM JXKeJIlaHueM
0Tpe3aTh TFOJIOBHl ¥ JPYTUe YaCTH Tella.

-f HUKOrma He BUOEI JTulia Halllel HUMIIEPATPUILI, C3D, - IPU3HAJICA OOJWH U3 HOCUJIBIITHUKOB.- A BHI?

- HeT! Ee mu1io He 011 T71a3 MPOCTHIX CMEPTHHIX, Aypak. U oHa He mosBuTcs B Xpame CMepTH, TTOKa
MEHI He 3aKOHYMM Hairy paboty. Ternepb gBUTaiTeCh fHanblie!

Hocunku B3neTenu BBePX, CONAATH, TYIKO TOIas, C 3aBUAHOM JTOBKOCThIO B3OUPAIUCH 10 MUPOKUM
KaMEeHHBIM CTYIIEeHSM, TIOOHUMAasCh K GPOHTOHY OTPOMHOI0 COOpyXKeHus. CBeT (hakesos,
YVKPEIlJIEeHHBIX B IIOCTaMEeHTaX ¢ 00eMX CTOPOH JIECTHUIIB, UTPAJl Ha MOJIMPOBAHHBIX 3€JIEHOBATHIX
IIMTax. [MaeB 3aKpeI ria3a. [10Xxoxke, 4TO Ha 9TOM CTOPOHE CTEHBI BCE 3[TaHUS COENIaHbl U3
Hedpura!l

HWmnepaTpuiia HepuToBoi cTparsl! HecMoTps Ha TO, 4TO Yyepes fecaTh MUHYT PoMaH BIIOJIHE MOT
CTaTh TPYIIOM, OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI HEIIPEOOOINMOE XKeJlaHKe YBULETD 9Ty XKEHIIUHY.

[TogbeM 10 JIeCTHUIIE 3aKOHYMIICS. Ero MpUHECIN B IyCTOM 3aJl U OCTaBUIIM JIeKaTh Ha KyCOYKe
He(pHUTa, KOTOPHIM, OUEBUTHO, CIIyKUJI allTapeM.

Korpma maru ero HeBOJIBHBIX IIPOBOZKATHIX 3ATUXJIX B JaJI, HACTYIINJIA IIOJIHAA THUIIKWHA; TOJIBKO TPECK
€IUHCTBEHHOI'O Q)aKeJ'[a, BHUCAIIETO Ha CTEHE, MHOT'a ITPEPEIBAJI €€.

JlexXa Ha CIIMHE ¥ YyBCTBYS XOJIO[ KAMEHHOTO anTapsl JiolaTkaMy, PoMaH cjierka IpUIOAHST BEKU U
HavaJll OTJIAbIBATHCS. 3a OB IBHO OYeHb INMUHHKIM. OH YBUMEIN OBE TOJIble CTEHH IO 60KaM - 9TO
3HAYUT, YTO ABEPH TIE-TO M03aau, U (hakes, CyOs M0 ero U3Ny4eHuIo, BUCUT BEICOKO Haf HEH.
KoHeuHO, OTTyga MOSIBUTCS UMIIEPATpHIIa ... Kak ee? AX, a - UMIiepaTputia Maii.



BHe3amnHo yacTh O0KOBOM CTEHHI TUXO OTOIIIJIa B CTOPOHY. ['MJIEB 3aCThHII HA CBOEM KaMEHHOM
KPOBaTH, 3aKPHIB I'Jla3a; TYCKJIble TEHU TaHLIEBaJIX MOJ PeCHULlaMU. Tenepsb OH SIBHO HE OJUHOK B
Xpame CMmepTH.

[TeITAsICh YCIIOKOUTH OBIXaHKE, Pa3BeIurK CMOTPEIT CKBO3b IJIOTHO 3aKPHITEIE BEKH, KaK SIPKOE MSITHO
IIPOHUKAET B KOMHATY Yepe3 IPOXOo[l B CTEHe.

[ToueMmy ero ceplle BHIIIPHITUBAET U3 I'PyOu? BriomHe eCcTeCTBEHHO, YTO BOOBa-UMIIEPATPUIIA XOUET
OIlJTaKaTh CBOET'0 KOPOJIEBCKOT'O CYIIPyra, K KOTOPOMY OH He UMeeT HU MaJIeUIIero OTHOIIEHUS ...
Opuako PomaH Ovll B3BOJIHOBAH, Kak OyATO eMy IIpefcTosia OUTBa UK JTII0O0BHOE MTPUKIIOYEHNE.

KeHIIIMHA MOAOIINA K alTapio, ¥ OH IIKAPOKO OTKPHLI rja3a. CBeT pakena CTPYHUIICS IO IIEJIKOBOU
IIOJIYIIPO3pavyHON OfieXXe UMIIepaTPUIlEl, KOTopas IIOAX0gusIa ee CTPOMHOM (hUrype, CII0BHO BTOpas
KOXKa; JIMHHEIN U30THYTEIY KMHKAT OiecTen B ee pyke. ['uneB Hanpsarcs. MHTepecHO, 4TO 3Ta
Oe3yTeliHas BIOBa cobupaeTcs gefiaTh C TEJIOM CBoero Myxa? OHa 0CTaHOBUJIACH B IIOJTyTOPa
MeTpax oT anTapsi. Ee nuio 6ris10 6eccTpaCcTHRIM, I'PYb MOJ JIETKUM IIIeIKOM €€ TYHUKH ClierKa
Kojie6anachk B TAKT CIIOKOMHOMY ObIXaHUIO. B3rnsgHyB Ha Tenno MMnepaTpuilsl, PoMaH He 3aMeTHI HU
Marnenuiero usbsgHa. Benepa! Hedpurosas Benepa!

- Hy, Caka M3y, - TMX0 CKa3aja OHa, - Mbl BCTPETUJIACH C BaMU B IOCJIeIHUY pa3. Bel 3mech, B XpaMme
CMepTH ... ¥ 9 OOJIXKHA 0Ka3aTh BaM IIOCJIEOHKE IT0YeCTH, KaK ecu OBl BE 3apa0oTaiy UX B CBOEH
HUYTOXKHOM XKM3HU. TeM He MeHee, BHI MEPTBEI, BCE 3HAIOT, YTO 3a 4eyioBeK Ovll Caka Moii!

He mopras, Poman BHUMaTeIbHO CIAEIUIT 3a JIUIIOM XKeHIUHE. O0 3THX YepTax MOXKHO OBIJIO TOJIBKO
MedTaTh, KOTHA BBl IIPOCHIIIAETECH U HE MOXKETE BCIIOMHUTH JIUIlA MPEKPACHOM HE3HAKOMKH, HO BHI
3HaeTe, BBl UYBCTBYETE, UTO BUMENM OEBYLIKY, KOTOPYIO IIOOUIIM BEUHO.

HOHomeckast meuTa PoMaHa CcTOsi/1a Iepeq HUM B IIJIOTU. Ee 4epThl ObIIM TapMOHUYHBEIMU 1
KPaCHUBBLIMU: ITPABUJIbHEIN 01arOPOIHEIN OBAJl JIKIla, BLICOKKE, KaK OYITO IPOPUCOBAHHBEIE KUCTHIO,
OpoBH, TPEKPACHBIN HOC C KEMYYKHBIMU HO3IPSIMH, ajible BiaaxkHble ry6sr. O 60xke, 4TO 3a
XKeHIIWHa! POMaH MOHS, YTO HEMOJITO CMOXKET UCIOIHATE POJIb IIOKOMHUKA.

I/IMnepanHua CheJllajia Oiar BIiepen U 3aHeCJla KUHXKaAlJl.

- 4 cHoBa y0Obi0 TeOs1, Caka M»aii! U s cHemnaio 3TO C yIOBOIbCTBUEM. MYIphIM TOBOPHUT, YTO YEJIOBEK
yMupaeT TOJIBKO OOUH pa3, ¥ eCJIU 3TO TakK, BBl JaBHO MEPTBEHL AJ1s1 MeH4 ... Y Bce Xe s IPOKOJII0
KMHXKaJIOM Ballle cepalle, 100 TOIBKO TOTHA S CMOT'Y YCIIOKOUTHCS, HAC/IafUTLCS MECThI0 U CBOOOMIOM,
HaiiTu 3a0BeHUe B PyKax OPyroro ...

Eme ogun mar Buepeq. Ee Teno mom monynpo3pavHbIM XUTOHOM HAIPSTIIOCH, IBIXaHKWe CTajio TpoMye
Y IIPEPHIBUCTHIM.

- Kak 0wl 51 X0Tena, 4TOOB! BH YCIIBIIIIATIN MEHS - TIe celiyac HaXOJUTCS Ballla TEMHas OyIia. 3Ha - 5
Tebs youna! OTo s mociana 4enoBeKa, KOTOPHIY yiapua Te6si B CIMHY, ¥ BCe TBOU KOBapHBIE IIJIaHbI
Teleph MPOBaSITCI CKBO3b 3eMIII0! - OHA MMOKavaa KMHXKanoM. - Y mondaca Ha3af s nepepesana
TOPJIO TBOeMY yOulille, OH HUKOTA He IIpefacT MeHs!

I'ma3a PomaHa 3aiepxKanuch Ha KuHxkane. OmacHas XeHIIHHA, 0OYeHb ormacHas! ITopa B3sTh
WHUIIMATUBY B CBOM PYKH, HHA4Ye OHA CKOPO JIUIIUT ero XXu3Hu. Ho ecnu Bce MOMAeT KaK HAmo, eMy
IPEOOCTaBAT OTIMYHOE MPUKPHITHE. 2KeHIIMHA C TAKUM II0JI0XKEeHUeM ... Hy, 1agHo, MBI OCTaBUM
HaIll¥ MEYTH Ha 3aBTPa, TEIeph IIaBHOe He CIEeInTh. M IeiiCTBOBaTh KpaliHe OCTOPOXKHO.

Emre opuH mar. B cBeTe ¢akena KHHKAJ CBEPKAJI 30JI0TOM; PoMaH X0pOIIIo paccMoTpern ee riasa. OH



OBITT B YZXKacCe U B TO 2Ke BpeMsd TpeleTall OT He2KHOCTH.

3a IIMHHBIMYU T'YCTHIMU PECHULIAaMU HaXOOunIuCh Oe3[M0HHbIe CHHe-3eJIeHble 3paukr-03€epa, B Heipax
KOTOPBIX TOPUT HEeHaBUCTh. I[IMPOKO pacKphiThie OrpoMHEIe I'na3a HedpuroBoit UMmepaTpuilst
MaHWIA ¥ OGHOBPEMEHHO BeSNIU JIEOIHBIM X0JI000M. ['jIeB HeBOJIbHO B3IPOTHYII 0T 3TUM XOJIOTHBIM
B3TJIAIOM.

-4l YyBCTBYIO, UTO BHI CJILILIUTE MEHS, TOPOTOM MYX, - UMIIepaTpulia 37100HO yIbIOHYIack. - B mepBeIit
pas s youmna tebst, yToOwl criacty KoT. Teneps s, uMmepaTpuiia Mai, youBaio Tebss BO BTOPOH pa3 -
CBOUMU pyKaMmu!

['uneB 4yTh He IPOMYCTUII Hadaso ataku. 2KeHunHa 6pocuiach K anTapio, Kak MOJHUS,
HaMepeBasiCh BOH3UTh KMHKAN B ero cepauie. OH efBa YBEPHYJICS OT yiapa U, CXBaTUB ee 3a KUCTh,
IIPUTSHYT K cebe.

Ee orpomHEBIe 3arafgoyHble I'1a3a BHE3AITHO OKa3a/uCch 0YeHb OJIM3KO K ero JIuIy.
-Tuxo, - mpolenTan oH, - He KpUuu. 9 He IPUYKHIO Tebe HUKAKOTO Bpefa.

Mai 3aTpeneTasa B yxKace. AJIBIA POT MeOJIEHHO OTKPBIJICSA B HEBHICKa3aHHOM BoIpoce, u ['unes
HEXXHO HaKPHII ee T'yObl JTafIOHBIO.

- Momun. Cendac s rOBOPIO.

bes3nonHbIe r1a3a 3aKPHIJIUCE, U He(l)pI/ITOBEU{ HMIIEPATPHUIIQ, IIOTEPAB CO3HAHUE, OGMHKJ'Ia, KakK
OOBIYHAS NCIIYIraHHadA KEeHIITWHaA.
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