BeuHo XKuBOM, OypNAIINY, TYAALUMN, XKy&KXKamui ropor KuoTo B 9T0T meHb OyATo onenexnen. Ho He B
CTpaxe, a B OXKUIaHUU YEro-T0. ITO OXKULAHUE NIPOSBIIAIOCh B KaXKO0OM XKeCTe, B KaXK0M pa3roBope
ero xurenei. HeBaxHo, OB 1 TOT BeIbMOXKeH, UM HUYEM He MPUMETHBIM KPECThSIHUHOM.

IIo MOJIO[IO¥ MEeBYILIKH, C BOJIOCAMHM, CJIOBHO MX GyarocioBuiia cama 6oruHs CoJHIIA, JOCTUTAIHN CIYXU
0 HEKHX BOMHAX, KOTOPHEIX B KHOTO XKIanu BCe: OT CTAPOro [0 Mjafaa. Beck 9TOT axKuoTaxk, YTO
ITPOMCXOIUIT BOKPYT HUX, IEBYIIKAa B KOPHE He TMOHKUMaJIa. [10X&Kanmyi, neiao Morjiao OBITh B TOM, YTO OHA
OBl7Ia poooM He OTCIofIa.

YepTHl €€ Nulla, IBET I'Ia3 ¥ MHOT0€e JPYT0e BHIAEIISII0O MOJIOAYI0 0CcOo0Y B TOJIE, YaCTO CTaBs €€ B
HeJIOBKME CHTyaluu. Y B paccmpocax, KOrfa CIpalldBaiy, OTKyda OHa POMIOM, el MIPUXOAUIOCh YacTo
B3[IBIXaTh OT TOHUMAHUS, YTO OHA OblIa HE B CHJIaX OOBSICHUTD JTI000MY XKUTEITI0 3TOM CTPAHEI, YTO
npuOkblIa Daaeko u3-3a MOPEH. ..

X0Tb IIPpOZXKuUJjia OHAa B CTOJIMIIE HE TdK MHOTI'O, HO HUKOTI'Ia IIPEXKIOE JEBYIIIKa HE BUOEIIa TaKOW OTKIIHK
OT JII0feN, KOTOPEIE, 3dHAB MECTa BO3JIe TJIaBHOU OOPOru, OXKuUgaianu CKOpoe HpI/I6BITI/Ie BOHHOB.

H3y‘-la${ HPAaBH 1 00BIYay MECTHHIX, OHA KaK-TO MaJio yoeiinjla BHUMaHUE BOEHHOH TIOJIUTHUKE,
Iojiarasi 3TO HeCyIeCTBEeHHEIM. Hu, HO}KaHYI;I, OHa JIMIIb TeIllePb OCO3HaJla CBOIO OH.II/I6Ky

BOHpOC BEPHI OJ1d Heé BCeraa CTOJI B IIPDUOPUTETE, HO CETrOOHs, CJIIETKa J0Caaysd Ha cebs, OJEBYIIKaA
BIIEPBBIE 3da MHOI'0O€ BPEMS IIOYYBCTBOBAJId CBOU OTYY2KAEHHOCTE U OHMHOYECTBO.

Jlerkui I1emoT, MpeaBellaBIIii KOHell 0XKUIaHUsIM, IPUBJIEK €€ BHUMAHKe, TeM CaMbIM Ha BpeMs
IIPUTAKB [IaBHO HAapPACTAIOIINI BHYTPeHHUN KOHGIUKT. CTOSI CPedy TOJIIIbI, U, BIJISIBIBASIChH B
npUOBIBIINX, OHA HE IOI03peBasla, YTO BeCh 3TOT aXKHMOTaxkK KOCHETCS U €€ TOXKe.

— KTt0 oHHU...
He BrisgeiBasich B cocefia ClieBa, 3afajia OHa CBOU BOIIPOC.
— Bounn Takema, — OBITT €M ClIeTKa YOUBIIEHHBIN OTBET.

Ka3zamocs, BOUHEI HUKOTO BOKDPYT ce0st He 3ameyanu. U B KaXIOOM HX IlIare 9yBCTBOBAIACh HEKAs
06pe‘-IeHHOCTb. Bce B3B!l TOJIIEL ObIIH YCTPEMIIEHEL B OOHY TOYKY, Ha ITaJIaHKHH, KOTOpBIfI HeClIn
InocepegrHe IIOTOKA.

— Koro... Koro HECYT B HEM?

U mpexpe 4eM OTBETHUTD, COCET ClIeBa IIOCMOTPeT Ha Heé, OyATO Ha YMaJUIIEeHHYIO0, U 3aTeM TOJIbKO
IIPOU3HEC:

— Iecuuny bora XatumaHa, Kaucke fAmamoro...
OTH CJI0Ba HUYETO [IJIsI He€ He MPOSICHUIIN, a JIUIIh 03aJaurIu €€ elllé CUIbHee.

OHa ¥ caMa He 3aMeTH/Ia, KakK Havyalla Mpo6HupaThCs CKBO3b TOJIIIH JIIOEH, YTOOH OKA3aThCS B
nepBeIX psagax. K Hel CJTI0BHO 03apeHue MPUIIIa MBIC/b, YTO MUCCUOHEPCKAS AesITeTbHOCTh CTAHET
ropas3fio yCIellHee, eC/IM e yIacTCs MIPUBJIeYb Ha CBOI0 CTOPOHY BIMSITEIbHBIX JIIOEH 3TON CTPAHHI.

JIyuc ®poiic, npubkIBLIas U3 Hajnekoi [lopTyranuy, u He IOf03peBana, K 4eMy IIPUBEAYT €€
HaMepeHHUs...
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Acukara Ecurtapy HepBHMYAI, XOTS U IEITAJICS He TIOfaBaTh BUAY. [laxke yCUIeHHbIEe TPEHUPOBKY HE
TIOMOTJIH YHSITh 4yBCTB. YyBCTB, MO CET0 BPEMEHM He HCIBITaHHbIe UM. HeT, 3TOro HUKaK Helb3s
HAa3BaTh CTPAaxoM. ECHTIpy 0 mpupofe CBoel He 00sIICST HUYEro.

Ho cama MbICTIB, 4TO BCTPe€Ya HAKOHEN-TaK:U COCTOUTCH, IIOPOXKOAJId B €TI0 OylIle CMATEHHU ...

EMy BCIIOMHHJIOCH, KaK ellle pe0eHKOM, OH TOYHO TaK e BOJIHOBAJICS Iepejl BCTPeUYei Co CBOUM
oToM. JTaBHO 3a0BITEIE BOCIOMUHAHUS HACTHUTIIH €70 B 9Ty MUHYTY, Ha CEKYHOY 3aCTaBUB IM0O3a0RITh
000 BCeM.

— CéryH-caMa, TOCThY OXKHUAAIOT BaC, — TUXUH I'0JI0C CIyru 6ynTo npobynusl ero 0To CHa.

HpO‘-II/ICTI/IB TropiIo, ECI/ITSpy JINIIb KUBHYII, IIPEXKIOE 9eM BBIUTH M3 KOMHATHL U HAIIPABUTLCA K
IIOCETUTEAM.

3aHSB CBOE MECTO, CETYH XOTb U IBITAJICS IPHUCTAIbHO He BITISAABIBATLCS B TOCTHS, €MY 3TO,
OTKPOBEHHO I'OBOPS, €[Ba JIX yaaBasioch. XOTh OH ¥ IIPOKPYYHUBaJl B FOJI0BE 3Ty BCTPEUY,
OEeNCTBUTENBHOCTh B KAKOW-TO MePE 03ajaduia ero.

— CéryH-caMa, TT03BOJIbTE MPENCTaBUTE... KaHcke dMamMoTo XapyloKu, — IMIPUBJIEKIIa er0 BHUMAaHUe
MeBYIlKa, OfleTasl B MaCKy.

— A Brl, Kak g noHEMalw, be3nukas PeH? — y4TuBO oMHTEpecoBancs Ecutapy.

CornyBumch B IOKJIOHE, IeByIIKa 6epexHO yXBaTua 3a JIOKOTh cTpaTtera [loma Takena. [Tonayamy
EcuTapy He IOHSAT 3TOT0 XKecTa: [0 Hero He cpa3y [OILI0, YTO 3TUKeT TpedyeT u oT KaHcke
IIOKJIOHA...

— OcTaBUM LIePEMOHHAILHOCTh, — OLICTPO OTBETUI ECUTIpy, BUAS, YTO TOCTIO GyET TPYAHO
co0JTIoaTh BCE YCIIOBHOCTH.

CEryH Tak ¥ BOBCe pa3pemurun 05l eMy BeCTH IIePeroBOPH JIeKa, eCTU Okl He O0SIJICS TeM CaMBIM
obumeTh KaHCKe HEHAPOKOM.

— CéryH-cama, MBI TPUOBIIH... YTOOH 3aK/IIOUUTH COI03 C BammMm goMoM. ..

TsKernoe mbIxaHUe U YacThle Iay3bl ObUIM TPU3HAKAMMU, YTO Y CTPaTera fiea ObLIN ellle XykKe, 4eM
nyman Ecutapy.

OOBIYHO CaMypau CHUMAaJIU CBOY IIJIEMBI, OTOJISAS JIULIO Tepen paBuTeneM. Ho HUKTO He TocMet
BCTaBUTH 3TO B YKOP KaHCKe, UTO TOBOPUIIO O BLICOKOM K HEMY YBaXKEHUIO CO CTOPOHHI JIIONEeN CETYHA.

— Ecnu Bac He 3aTpymHUT, He MOT/IH OBl BEI CHATE CBOI mieM, — mompocun Ecurapy.

OcyHyBIIeecs: 0T 60JI€3HH M0 ¥ MEIIKH [0f Ila3aMK TaK IofeiicTBoBaIM Ha EcuTapy, uTo
TIOCJIEMHUHM Ha MUHYTY MOTePSy map peuu. C coxkasieHueM, OH IIPU3HaJl MOJIBY, UTO KUTh CTPATETY
ocTajoch Hemoro. OT 3TOM MBIC/IH, KaKas-TO HEMOHSATHas Topeyb 3alloJIoHua cepple Ecutapy.

Bupumo, cocTosiHUEe CETYHA He YKPBUIOCh OT 30PKUX I'7la3 KaHCKe, Tak KakK TOT ITPOU3HEC:
— He oxwupai... 4To Brl HaCTOJIBKO CEHTUMEHTAJILHEL. ..

BynaTo onenus myTKy, Ecutapy paspasuncs cmexoMm. Ha uTo Bropun 1 KaHcke, CMEX0OM, TaKUM
HEXXUBHIM U HEeCTECTBEHHEIM [T CJIyXa, YTO AaXKe KOCTU JIeeHel .



«BeccmopHo», — mogyMarn céryH, — «00T CMepTH [IaBHO yXKe CliefyeT 3a HuM». Ho BCITyX CKa3all
MHOE:

— He 6ymny Bac yromnsiTe u cpa3y nepeuny K geny. OTKpOBEHHO T'OBOPSI, MBI Majio Y4€M MOXKEM APYT
npyry nomoub. Bama gaiime, Takena XapyHa, BeleT HEIIPUMUPUMYIO BOMHY ¢ KeHCHHOM...

Hamekas Ha 3TO, ECI/IT(-)py IMOOYEPKHYIJI, 4TO Takene enBa nu yoacCcTCsa BCEH MOIILI0 HaAIIPAaBUTLCSA Ha
3allaf. BparH He mo3BoJsAT. OgHAKo, CTpaTer, BUOUMO, IIpeadBUOE]l 3TOT BOIIPOC, TdK KaK TYT XKe
3asBUIIL:

— Mory Bac 3aBeputh, KeHCUH He cTaHeT AJis Hac mpobnemoit. [Jaxe Hao60pOT...

['nana B XUTPHIE T7a3a cTpaTera, Ecurapy mopasuncs GeicTpoMy npeobpaxenuio Kancke. Kasanocs,
Iepen HUM yXKe He CHIell YeJl0BeK, 0XKUalollel CBOer CMEPTH.

«[IepeMaHuBai Ha CBOIO CTOPOHY JIYYIIUX, Aejlail X CBOMMM COIO3HUKAMHU, [IPy3bsiMU — U TeOe He
OymeT paBHBIX», — IOCJIBIIIANIOCH MY JaBHO 3a0LITHIM T'0JIOC OTIA. Byab OTell Bce elle XKUB, OH
HEeIIPEeMEeHHO CIIPOCHJI OB ero, KaK 3TOr0 JOOUTHCS.

BcrpsixuBas ronoBy, ECHTapy yKe 3Han OTBET Ha HeBHICKa3aHHHI Bompoc. Ho risaas na Karcke, oH
He MOT YBepeHHO CKa3aTh, KTO KOro Oy[eT UCII0/Ib30BaTh B X COI03e. beccnopHo, He 3ps XKe oAU
BUJIeJIU B HEM NIPOsiBNIeHNe O60ra BOMHEL

— Kakum 210 06pa3om? Bexgb Kerncun Balm KpoBHBIN Bpar...

— Hy, aTo cunbHO cKa3aHo. BceM n3BecTHO, Kak 0aropopHbi [[pakoH U3 ITUTO yBazKaeT BOJIIO
céryna. Ecnu Brl OyrTe IOCPeIHUKOM MeXIy HaMU, TO Mbl CMOXKEM OTPUHYThH Bpaxmay...

9Ta MbIC/Tb OBIJIa OYEeHb 3aMaHYMBOM. Beqb B 3TOM Cydae He TOIbKO Takefa CTAHET COIO3HUKOM, HO
1 KilaH Yacyru. Takepa B OymylieM He CMOXKET IUKTOBATh YCIOBUS CETYHY, TaK Kak TOT B J11060M
MOMEHT CMOXKeT CIIyCTUTh KeHcrHa ¢ Leny...

Kasanocs, Bce aTu Mbiciu KaHcke 6e3 Tpyma mpoden Ha JIuie Ecmapy. [TocepHeMy OT 3TOrO CJIerKa
CIeaoch He 110 cebe.

HMes ABYX CUIBHEIX COIO3HHKOB, ECHTIpy Mor BIpefs He omacaThCs CBOETO Bpara, KiaHa Muécu.
[Toxa CéryH mpocyuThiBal HEKOTOPEIE MOMEHTEI, CTPATeT IIPOU3HEC:

— EcuTapy-cama, Hamu Meuu GyayT B BaleM pacrionoxeHuy, 1 Bamy He[pyTy CTaHyT HAIIKMH
BparaMu...

— Bceé aTo BechbMa 3aMaH4XBO, HO KaKyio 1iejb Brl mpecnenyete? B uem Baimra Briroma?

— MHe ocTanoch Hemonro. 4 He xo4uy, YTOOHI ITOCJIE MOEM CMePTH, Bparu YHUUTOXKWUIM KlaH Takena.
K coxarnenuio, aMOUIIMO3HEIM IIJTaHAM MO€EM T'OCIIOXKY He CykKIeHO CObIThCS. Ho maxe Tak, MBI
MoxkeM 00beIUHUTEL CTPaHy nof Bammum HadanoM. [Topa m0I0KUTh KOHEI] 31I0Xe CMYTHL.

Cka3aHo 3T0 OLLIO C TAKOH PeIMTeNbHOCTRIO, YTO Ha MUT EcuTapy abCoMOTHO JOBEPHUIICS eMy.

[Toxaryii, oH ObLI OBL ¥ CaM He MPOYb IIOBEPUTD, HO OBIIbIE CIIEOBl IPeJaTeIbCTBa JaBaju o cebe
3HaTh. OnHO EcuTapy 3Han HaBepHsKa: MpexKHYe BPard MOTYT CTaTh COIO3HUKAMH, a COIO3HUKH —
Bparamu. CIIpocu ero, CETyH BPSI JTU CMOT OBl OTBETUTH, KEM B KOHIIE KOHIIOB OKaXKeTCs KJIaH
Takema — Bparom uiM COIO3HUKOM. Ho maxke eciiu Tak, OKazXKMCh OHM BparaMu, TOTa K OOJBIIIOMY



obneryenuio, B ctaHe Takena B HefanekoM OynyieM yxe He Oynet ero, Kancke.
Ecutapy npesuparn cefs 3a CTO/Ib HE[OCTONHEIE MBICIH, HO HIYEro He MOT ¢ Co00ii IIofieNIaTh.

AynveHIus OKOHYMIIACh, KaK TYT Ke BOMHBI KaHCKe IPUHECTN HOCUIKY. BEIo 6071bHO HaOII0HaTh,
KaK MOJIOIO¥ CTpaTer He B CUJIaX IOKUHYTh KOMHATY Ha CBOMX ABoMX. HeCMOTps Ha BeNUKHe
IOJBUTH, Cynb0a pemusa 3abpaTh ero mogoOHEIM 00pa3oM.

TToxayii, 9TOT MOMEHT 3amedaTiescs B IaMATH EcuTapy Hagonro. HUuTo He Be4HO, laXke BeIHKUe
MUpa CETo0...

— MeH4d 370 YCTpaHuBaeT. Ho ecTs emie ogHO yCiioBu€, — YyCIIeJI OH IMPOU3HECTH, II0OKa KaHncke He
YBEJIN IIPOYb.

— Kakue xe? — OynTo J1Iexka Ha CMEPTHOM Ofpe, BOIIPOCHUJTI CTpaTer.
— 4 xouy, 4TOOHI TH XKEeHUJICS Ha IpuHILlecce MUTOXHUCA. ..
— To ecTs, KaK 3T0?.. — EcuTapy BIepBHle yCLIIIal HOTKY yAKUBIeHNs B ronoce Kancke.

— Ecnu THI XKEHUIIBCS Ha HEH ¥ CTaHEIIb UMIIEPATOPOM, TO S TOTOB IPUHSTH TBOE NPEIJIOKEHUE, —
OTBETHUJI CETYH.

Pacuer ero 6blI TPOCT: )KeHUB ymupatomiero Kancke, o cobepet BOKpyr ce0st Benukue KinaHbl. Hy, a
II0CJIe CMEPTHU CTpaTera 000pBeTCS HUTh IUHACTHM UMIIEPATOPOB, U CETYHY HE MPUOETCS OETUTh
BJIACThb C KeM OBl TO HU OBITIO.

YcnbiiaB TO M KapKaHbe, TO JIM 3aTPOOHBIN CMeX U3 yCT cTpatera, CETyH Ha MUHYTY yKaCHYJICS.

— «Mmmnepatop KaHcke»... 3By4uT Hetioxo. [la 6yoeT Tak, — BCe MPUCYTCTBYIOLINE YCIBIIIAIN ero
OTBeET.

Ha MHHYTY UM IOKa3aJ0Ch, 4TO ycTaMK KaHcke 3aroBopui caM 6or Xatumas. Ecurapy ynusumcs 6,
y3HaH, YTO He TOJIbKO Y Hero 3aberany Mypallky Mof KOXKeH. ..
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