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"Ctapuk Xao, y Te6s ecth cei?" ['ocymaps Ly crnagko yneibHynCsS. OH TPOUTHOPUPOBA CTPAHHYIO
CLIeHy, KOTOpasd TOJIbKO YTO MPOK30I1ia. " monarat, Ballle MOJT4YaHKWe O3Hayvaer fa..."

"Uto?" OH O4YyBCTBOBAJI TOJIOBOKPYKEHME, KOTAa OIYCTUJI TOJIOBY, YTOOHI IIOCMOTPETH Ha CBOIO
KPOBOTOYAINYIO PaHy.

Ha ero Terne mosiBuiach MIMPOKasi paHa, KOTOpas Ipoiiia 6YKBaIbHO IO BCeMY XKUBOTY. Xa0 MOTHSIT
TJla3a ¥ YBUOEN JIUHHBIN OeJlblif XBOCT, HAIIOJTHEHHEIM KPOBbIO, KOJIBIIIYIITHICS B BO3IyXeE.

Bragenbiiem aToro xBocta 0wt IToBenuTens Iy, KOTOpEIM OBLT OUeHb CIIOKOEH, BHITUPAs C HETo. «Tak
JKe, KaK Ballli OTeIl ¥ [iefl, BhI ObITH 00pedeHbl yMEPETh OT MOUX PYK».

Xao OTKPHII POT, HO CMOT TOJIBKO BHIIIJIIOHYTE elre 00bIine KpoBU. ['0pbKas ynbibKa MoSBUIach Ha ero
nuie. OH IOMBITAICS MOJABUTh CBOIO PaHy C moMolbio HebecHOM DHEPruu, HO MOTEPIEN HEYAAYY.
«JlaXke He TIBITAUCS, ST IOKPHII CBOM XBOCT simoM. Eciu Obl 51 He CHesan 3TOro, TH Tak ¥ O0CTasCs Obl
3aHO030H B 3aHUIIE.

Crapuk Xao OTOIIET Ha3af, YyBCTBYs, KaK CUjla IIOKUaeT ero Teyo. EMy O6b110 Tak 607IbHO, YTO OH
He MOT faxe cTosaTh. OH IIOOHAJ PYKY ¥ yKa3as Ha [loBenutens Ily.

"THI ... He 4estoBeK?" Xao ObLI TOJIOH HemoBepusi. CHavasa OH I0XaJl [jleyaMH, AyMasi, 4To 3TO
IIPOCTO YKpallleHue MU MyTallus, HO Telephb BCE BHITJISAEINIO HHaye. Pora u XBocT?

«41 rubpun. Pa3 Tel yMpellb, 3TO He UMeeT 3HaueHus. AX, s cesall To Ke caMoe C TBOUM OTIIOM U
nenywkoi. OHM MOTJIM TOJIBKO BHITIOJIHATH MOM IIPHKa3bl. YTO KacaeTcs IpaBAbl O Halllel CEKTe, 3TH
JIIO[Y [IeMCTBUTENIBHO AyMalll, UYTO OHM SIBIISITIUCH €€ YleHaMu!»

[ToBenutens [y mogHST PyKY, Ha KOTOPOM OBLIO IATH IAJbIEB, @ PAAOM C 3alSCTbeM ObLIT OIMHHBIN
por, IPOXOOUBIINN MUMO TIajblleB. TOT 2Ke POT IOSIBUJICS U Ha APYyTol ero pyke. «Haiia paca
npoucxoguT u3 LlapcTBa M3HavanbHEIX [IbIBOIOB... Kekeke».

«Harma M3HaganbHasa JbIBOIbLCKAasI PomocnoBHAas 04eHb IJIOTHAsA. Kak TOMBKO MBI IIOOIIIN K
LlapctBy [Ipakonbux PyuH, MBI cpa3y ke npopBanuch B LlapctBo HebecHolt 3Be3nel. HekoTophie XKe
MrHOBeHHO Boud B [lao LlapcTBa [IpakoHa!» - 3asgBUII OH.

«K HecuacThio [ist Hac, Haxopdsick B LlapcTBe M3HavyanbHEIX [bsiBOIOB, Mynphiii UMmepaTop Obil
Hecrioco0eH MPUYUHUTD Bpe[ HU ONHOM [yIlle Halled pachl, TO3TOMY OH CUEJ POBHO, a IOCJIe yXofa
cpasy xKe nporHan Hac». ['ocymaps Ly QrIpkHYII.

«MEBI cpenanyu Bce BO3MOXKHOe, YTOOHI CIIpsAiTaThca 0T Mynpena-VimnepaTopa, u gaxe CO3hanu CEKTY
y Hero nof HocoM... CekTy M3HavanbHOro [IpsABOIa».

Xao Havan TepsiTb CO3HaHUeE, HO Oraropmaps cBoelt HebecHoi DHepruu BCE el OB KUB. XOTS Y
Hero He OBIJI0 HUKAKOW HafeK /bl IOKUHYTH 3TO MECTO JKUBHIM ... Y HET0 OBUI CII0C0O0 MCIIOIb30BaTh
nH(popMalrio, Kotopas Obita y Bnactenuna Illy.

«MuUmnnmoH aeT».

«BOT KaK Joiro HaM yfaaBajioCh NPATAThCS Y HETO IIOJ HOCOM U CTaTh OJHOU M3 CaMbIX I'PO3HBIX CEKT,
kKotoprle [lapcTBo [IpakoHbUX PyuH KOrfa-nubo BUAEIO0 paHbile. MBI UCIIOIh30BaIM OfesSHUE B
yepHOU OpoHe, YTOOBI CKPHIThH HAIIy HACTOSIIYIO BHEIIHOCTE. [103:K€ MBI IIPOCTO TTOXUIIAA



CJIy4alHBIX JIIOJe! U IPOMBIBAJIM MO3TH UX."
«41 momKeH MPU3HATHCS, 3TO OBIJIO IeHCTBUTENBHO Beceso u npusaAtHo!» ['ocymaps Ly ycMexHyCS.

«AX, B TO BpeMs TBOU IIPENOK TOXKe OBUI OMHUM U3 HUX, 5 JO CUX IIOP IIOMHIO er0 BHEIIHUM BUT...
HamonHeHHBIN Tako# sHeprueit. OH OBUI IEPBLIM, KOTO MBI PEILIUJIN UCII0Ih30BaTh B KAYeCTBE
IIITUOHA».

«3ateM... Myapeid IMnepaTop CUNIBHO yaapui Hac. [ToBenuTens be3nHEl BOCIIOIB30BaAICS ITUM KakK
IIIaHCOM TIOJIHOCTBIO M3THATh HAC C Halllell PONUHEL, KOTOpas B TO BpeMs Obljla MECTOM, TTe€ B
HacTosllllee BpeMs IIOCTPOeH 3aMoK Brnaaviku be3pHer!»

«Beunas peka KpoBu Oblyla IOCTPOE€HA B OCHOBHOM M3 KPOBU M3HaYaNbHEIX [IbSIBOTBCKUX
Pogocnosubix! BoxkectBenHasi Peka Mupuap [[yxoB Oblila CO3aHa C IOMOIIBIO Ayl GeTHEIX
H3nayanbHbIX [[pAB0OI0B, KOTOPBIX MBI ocTaBuiu!» ITosenutens Ly BEICTaBUI KyJlaK BIEpen U
IIpofesan ObPy B CTEHaX JIOTOBa.

«JIBagIIaTh MUJITMOHOB JIET Ha3ajl Mbl ObIIM OMHOM M3 CaMBIX TPO3HBIX CHJI, KOTOPYIO 3TO IlapcTBO
Ipakonbux PyuH Korma-nmu6o BUOeno.... BoceMHaAaTh MUAJIJIMOHOB JIET Ha3a/ Mbl OBIJTA YHUYTOXKEHEI
Brnappikoit Be3gHbl ¥ er0 MaJIeHbKUMH IPUCIIeIIHUKAMH. .. »

«OH 0CHOBaJI CBOIO CEKTY Topas3fo I03xe, IOCTPOuJ mTab ceKTsl be3gHoii ITycTOTH 1
COCpefoTOYMIICS Ha ounineHuu sapa llapctea [y Hatero ITpefka, 9TO IPOIIIIO JOBOIBHO
YCIIEIITHO. .. »

[ToBenuTens Iy npopsruan: «K HecyacThio st HETO WX HA000POT, MBI 3aK/TIOUUIIN CHENKY C
MynpeiM MMIiepaTopoM, KOTOPHIH TOHSJI, YTO He MOoxKeT youTh [ToBenuTtens bBe3nubl. Mbl moobelnanu
€My, YTO IIOMOXKEeM eMy pa300paThCs C HUM, HO OH JIOJIKeH ObLJT IepecTaTh MBITaThCA HaC UCTPEOUTD!

«C Tex mop MIPOIUIO IOYTH MUJLIMOH JIeT, eCNiu He OoJblie... Yucmo HacTosmux V3HavanbHbIX
I bSIBOJIOB COKpAIAaeTCs M3-3a MPo0JIeM CO CIITapUBAHMEM, UTO IIPUBEJIO K TOMY, YTO OOIBITHHCTBO
YJIeHOB, TAKUX KaK B, pa30aBUiIu HAIy HEOECHYIO CEKTY».

Xao Hayvan TSAXKeJo ObmaTh. EMy He XBaTasio KHCIOPO/a, OH ejle HaXOOuiCs B CO3HaHuU. HecMoTps
Ha TO, YTO 9TO He OBIJI0 00513aTeNIbHBIM TpeboBaHUEM 151 BHIKKMBaHUS B KauecTBe 00eBOT0 IIpefka, y
Hero He OBIJI0 9HEePTUH.

[ToBenuTens Iy yXMBITBHYJICS, KOTTIa €70 XBOCT 3aKPYKUICS B Bo3Ayxe. «Bo3aMoxkHO, Tebe
TIOHAIOOUTCS ellle OffHa aTaka MOEro XBOCTa, YTOOH yMepeTh... MHe Hafmoeno Te0e Bce 00BSICHSTE,
ObICTpasi CMepTh - 3TO TO, YTO ThHI 3aCITyKUI... Mycop».

Ctapuk Xao OTTIAmescs, Ullla YTO-HuOy b, YTO MOTJIO GBI TPOMJIUTh €T0 XKU3Hb ake Ha KOPOTKUH
nepuoy BpeMeHu. Ho moTepmen Heymaydy.

[ToBenurens ]_Hy HpI/I6J'[I/I3I/IJ'ICH K HEMY, X Ha 3TOT Pa3 XBOCT MOT JIETKO HpOGI/ITb €My I'pynb. Ecnu on
IIOpa3uT cepane CTapI/IKa, BCe 6YJI€‘T KOHYEHO.

Xao B3peBeJ1, PEIIUB COBEPIIUTL CaMOyOUNCTBO. EC/ii OH ¥ YMPET, TO 3aXBATUT C CO00# XOTS OB
vyacTh Tena [losenuTens [y.

ToT QBIPKHYII, KOT{Ia €T0 XBOCT NOCTUT CKOPOCTH, OYKBAJILHO B ISITh Pa3 MPEBHIIIAOIIEH CKOPOCTh
CBETa, ¥ MPOOUII 3aIUTHEN G6apbep Xao. JIyd cBeTa OCIIEeNuI ero, 0ClnabuB ero Leb.



«TBlI, THI IPOCTO 3PS TPATHUILL MOe BpeMsi! f Mor ObI UCIIONMB30BATE €10, YTOOH 3ape3aTh OOMIbILIE ITHUX
KPOILEYHHIX YeJIOBEYKOB...» [ToBenmuTens Iy cmu3an HEMHOTO KPOBH, KOTOpasi OCTanach Ha ero
XBOCTE TI0CJIe TOTO, Kak OyKBaJIbHO 3ape3ajl IPOTUBHUKA.

[Tepen HUM OBUT XOJIOOHEIM TPYIL. XOTS €ro IeJIb HEMHOTO IocTpanania, ceparne Ctapuka 6510
mpoH3eHo. KpoBb Gbita moBciony. Ero xXu3HeHHas cula YMEHbIANach ¢ KaXIbIM MTHOBEHHEM.

[ToBenuTens Iy pacimupun rjaa3a ¥ OTIPHITHYI Ha3af. OH MOYyBCTBOBAJI B3PHIB, OT KOTOPOTO Ha
KOPOTKOE BpeMsi IOTePsIT KOHIIEHTPAIK0. ITOT KOPOTKUN MOMEHT JOporo emy oborresncs. [Ipsmo
ceiiyac BHyTpH Hero OblsI0 6e3MepHOe KomudecTBO rHeBa. "CTAPHK XAOOO! YTO?!!! HET!" On
B3peBes oT 00JK, Korfa MajieHbKas uckpa HeGecHoit QHepruu nokuryia teno Ctaporo Xao Ha
OTPOMHOM CKOPOCTH, He IIPHBIIEKAsi BHUMAHUS ITOCTOPOHHUX.
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