YmapHast BOJIHA BTOPOU STMYHOM 00MOEI 0OKa3ajach GOJIbIle, YeM paHbIlle, U II0 CTEHAM IIPOX0ofa
3a3Mensiach MayTHHA TPEIIWH. A elle OHa, I0-BUIUMOMY, CHJILHO PaHWIIa CTapUKa, IOTOMY YTO ero
CTOIIHUIIO KpoBbio. Korma Mcaak BHITALINII €Ille ONHY SUYHYI0 60MOY, CTapyK C yKacoM 3aKpUYal:

- Ecnu TH ee B30pBelllb, TO 1IaxTa pyxHeT! Y MeHs 00Jblile HET CUJI, YTOOR OCTAHOBUTD B3PHIB!

- la Heyxenu? - orBeTun Mcaak. Ero ToH cioBHO 6bl HaMeKasl Ha TO, YTO OH HeJOyMeBaeT, IIoYeMy
3TOT CTap¥K ero Boob1iie ocraHaBnuBaeT. Korga 3nonelt ysunen cnabyio ynelOKy Ha nulle Mcaaka, o
ero Koxe pobexanu jefsHble MypallKy.

- Trl Xe TOoXe yMpels!

HecMoTps Ha 9TOT IOJIHBIM arOHUM KPUK, TapeHb IIPOJ0JIKaJl yIbI0aThCs.

- Ho pa3Be THI He TOBOPUJI, YTO 3aCTABUIIL MEHS YMOJISATh O MUIOCEPOHOU cMepTu? Heyxenu He
JIy4Ille IIPOCTO MIHOBEHHO CIOXHYTh II0 CBOEMY COOCTBEHHOMY YCMOTPEHUIO?

OTOT apryMeHT SBHO OCTABUJI CTapyKa OHEMEBIIUM M COUTEIM ¢ TONKY. Ho ctoumo Mcaaky cHoOBa
TIOTIBITATHCSI aKTUBUPOBATL 60MOY, OH TYT Ke C OTYasTHHEM 3aopai:

- [To... mogoxnu! 4 He 6yny Te0s My4uTeNbHO YOUBATH!

- Ho g Bce paBHO ympy?

- Het, nHet! 4 ocTaBmio Te6ss HEBPEeOIUMBIM, €CJTU THl TPOCTO oTHaIb ApredakT Koposnessr!

- 91, crapuk. [IymMao, s yXKe CIipalirBai 00 9TOM paHbIlle, HO BCe XKe - II0YeMY THl TaK YBepPeH, YTO
aToT AptedakT KoposeBsl Boob1ie y MeHs?

- [ToTroMy 4TO OH HOMKeEH OBITh y TEOS.

9TOT OTBET BHI3BaJ B Mcaake BCIIBEIIIKY HEIIOOOEJIBHOTO Pa3aPazKEeHU .

- [Toxoxke, MBI TaK HUKy[a ¥ He MIPOABUHYIUCE. [IpsiM coBceM. Thl BooOIIle TOHUMaeb, YTo 51 Tebe
roBopio, ctapuk? CKOJIBKO pa3 g OOIKEH MOBTOPATH? My 9To yKe cTapyeckuit Mapa3M? ToT, KTO
Hay4un Te0s BeCTH ITePeroBOPHl, SBHO HUKOI'A HEe CTAHET YCIEIIHbIM TOPTOBLIEM HIIH [Ie/IbIIOM.

- Tr1! TeI 4TO, CMEPTHU XOYelb?!

- Hy xoHeuHo.



['HEeBHBINM KPUK CTapuKa OBLUT BCTpeueH OeCleYHRIM T03uTUBOM Mcaaka. A Korfa apeHb OBUHYIICH,
4yTOOB aKTUBUPOBATh SMYHYIO 60MOY, B OTBET YCIIBIIIAJ OTYasTHHOE GOpPMOTaHuUe.

- ITo... momoxmu! Ycmokorics! 4 xe cka3a, 9YTO OCTaBIO Te0s B XKUBBIX, €CJIA TH IIPOCTO OTHAIh MHE
ApredakTt Koponessl.

3aMeTHB U3MEHEHNE TOHA CTAapPHKa, IJIaBHO IIEPETEKIIero oT TpeboBaHus K Ipockde, Mcaak
YXMBITBHYJICS.

- 41, KoHeuHO, 61aroJapeH, YTO COOMPAIILCS TO3BOJIUTL MHE KHUTh, HO MEHS HeHCTBUTEILHO OECHT,
KOTZIa KTO-TO ellle MTBITAaeTCsl pelllaTh, KUTh MHe WJIM HeT, ToHuMaeIb? M BooOIie, pa3Be TH He
MOJIKEH XOTsI ObI M3BUHUTLCS 3@ IBITKHM, KOTOPEIM MEHS ITOOBEPT?

Crapuk ObLI COUT C TONKY. OTO OH [OIKEH ObLJI yTpoxkKaTh U GopMynupoBaTh TpeboBauus. OH He MOT
TIOHSTh, KaKUM 00pa30M CHUTYallus ITepeBepHYyIach C HOT Ha I'0JIOBY, U ITOUYEMY €ro XKepTBa Telepb
fpocaeTcs Ha HEro caMoro.

Ho pmonras XKu3Hb, MPOXKKUTAS CTAPHKOM, HE TI03BOJIANIA €My COAThCS TaK MPOCTO. XOTS CUTYAIUs U
M3MEeHMIIaCh CTPAaHHKIM 00pPa30M M3-3a TOTO, YTO OH YTPATHUII OOUTEIBHOCTD, OH BCE ellle He
IpPOoUTrpas. 3auKasich ¥ yMoJisisi Micaaka OmyMaThCsi, OH Ha CaMOM Jiejie BRIUTPHIBAJI BpeMs IJIs TEHH,
KOTOpast MeIJIeHHO IT0JI371a K XKepTBe. YToOH OTBIEYD MAPHS ¥ 3aTSHYTh Pa3TrOBOP V HETO He
0CTaBaJIOCh HHOT'O BEIOOPA, KPOMEe KaK CKIIOHUTH FOJIOBY, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO 9TO OYEHD
paccTpamBao ¥ 0CKOpPOIISIIO ero.

- 4 mporty npoeHus.

- Torma 3aueMm THI BOoOIIIe BCe 9TO fenan? Thl OUeHb CTPAHHBIM CTapUKAIlKa, 3Haelllb?

- 1 uTto MHe menath?

XoTs ero ria3a ObITH MONTHBL SPOCTH, B3TJIS TO U OEJI0 BO3Bpallasics K pykam Hcaaka, HeOGpexKHO
ymepxkuBawmum 6om0y. Y BOpyT...

- i1, mopoxkpau! A e yxxe U3BUHUIICA! 3a4€M THI 9TO [ejlaellb?!

-ATH gyMali, 9TO OOBIYHBIX M3BUHEHUM GYI[GT )IOCTaTO‘-IHO? [Tocne Toro, KaK TH KOI'0-TO IBITANI? TH
IIpaBOa BEPHUIb B TO, YTO 3TOT MHUP TadK HpOCT?

910 He ObIsI0 yrpo30ii. Oco3Has, uTo HMcaak TOT, KTO 6e3 KoyebaHul B30PBET SUYHYI0 00MOy, CTapuK
BOCIIOJTH30BAJICSI CBOEH TEHBIO, B OTYASTHHOM MOIBITKE €I'0 OCTAHOBHUTS.

- Ter!



- Ax! - Micaak B3OpOTHYJI, YBUEB, UTO T€Hh BHE3AIIHO PUHYJIACh K HEMY. BEITSHYBIINCD, CJIOBHO KHYT,
OHa KOHYMKOM 3afieJia ero 3alsCcThe, 3aCTaBUB MTapHs BEIDOHUTH OOMOY.

Vcaak u cTapuk o0a yCTaBUJIMCh Ha OBAJIbHBIM 00BEKT, TOKATUBIIUNCS IO 3eMJI€. 3aTEM UX B3TJISAIbI
TIePECEeKITUCE.

- Xyxyxyxy... BpeMs UCTeKJI0, BLICOKOMEPHEIY OypaK. Thl CTAHEIIb HU XKUBLIM, HU MEPTBEHIM.

CuTyalus CHOBA U3MEHHIaCh. MHOTOYUCIIEHHbIE CTPYHKY MepIIAloIIero AbIMa BHICKOIb3HYIN U3-TI0[
HOT CTapHKa.

- UyBak, MHE Ccelyac TaK CTPAIIHO... { TaK HAMyTaH, YTO MOTY C IEPENyTy IPOCTO MOKOHYUTH C
co0oii.

Korpa Mcaak BHITAIIUI U3 CBOETO MAJILTO eIlle OJHY SAUYHY0 60MOy, CTapUK BIasl B HACTOSIIEE
3aMeIaTebCTRO.

- [Ta THI BCcephe3 cyMacinemmui yomomok! CKOIbKo SUUYHEIX 60MO TH ¢ co00# TacKaelb Booobie?!

- ocTaToO4HO, 4TOOBI HE OBITh 3allyTaHHBIM KaKUM-TO CTPEMHEIM HE3HAKOMIIEM.

KMcaak OTOTHYJI MTOJIy TaJbTO U IIPONEMOHCTPHPOBAJI CTAPHUKY BHYTPEHHIOI YacTh. Bu suuHBIX 60MO,
3aMOCTHUBIIUX BCE IIPOCTPAHCTBO, HATTOMUHAJ IIJIOOPOTHOE TIIOI0BOE IEPEBO, CO3PEBIIIEE ¥ TOTOBOE
K cOopy ypoxasi.

['paHUIIBI MIAXTHOTO Bajla Hayalk pa3pyIIaThCs, TPEIIUHEI PACIIPOCTPAHSIIUCH 110 CTeHAM U MOTOJIKY.
['psi3b ¥ 3eMJIST CHITAIKCh CBEPXY, IEMOHCTPHUPYS, YTO IIIaXTa MOKET OOPYIIUTHCS B TIOOYI0 MUHYTY.
CrapuK IIJTAaHWPOBAJ aTakKoBaTh Mcaaka Mmpu MOMOIIK TeHH, HO MPOKJISITOE MaibTO BCE elle
GYHKIMOHUPOBAIO ucpaBHo. OH gaxke MpeacTaBUTh cebe He MOT, CKOJIBKO MoTpebyeTcs aTak,
yTOOBI OIYCTOIIMTE BCE 3aK/TIOUYEHHEIe B HEM KPUCTAJITHI MaHbl. Kpome TOro, Takue meHCTBUS
HaBEePHSKa OCTaBUIK OBl IAPHIO JOCTATOYHO BpeMeHHU, YTOOH B30pBaTh 60MOY, MOXKET HaxKe He OOHY.
CTapuk MmofyMas, 4TO TOJIBKO CYMAacCIIeIlIni Ha CaMOM [eJie COejlaeT 9TO, HO U ero pa3yM, U ero
Tesio Obiid yOexkaeHkl, 4To Mcaak BIosiHe crioco0eH Ha 1mopo0Hoe.

«[ToueMy 1IaH ITPOBANIUJICSA?» - TIOAYMAJl CTApUK, HO 0TBeTa He Ob110. HyKHO OBLIO IPOIOIKATh
nepxkaTth Mcaaka cBsi3aHHBIM? HO cTapuk IpeKpacHO MOHMMAJI, YTO IIPOKJISATOE MajibTO



IMMPEIIATCTBOBAJIO IPOHUKHOBEHNIO JII00OBIX CTHUMYJIOB CHAPYXKH, HE OJIOGpeHHBIX €ro BJIageJIbLIEM. -
«XHr... { crneliian, 4To OH KYIIHUJI Ky4y AUYHBIX 6oM0 BMecTe ¢ OPYTHMH Marn4eCKuMu apTe(l)aKTaMI/I
BO BpeMsda HpOBHHHI/IaHBHOfI BOMHEI, HO KTO OB MOT II0OAyMaTh, YTO UMHU BOCIIOJIB3YIOTCA TakK...»

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OH CaM BHHOBAT B TOM, UTO YITyCTHJI U3 BHUMaHUS U3BECTHYIO eMy uH(opMatuio. U
TIOKa CTapUK yIpeKasn ce0s 3a coBepIleHHbe omnbKy, Micaak HEeCIeIHO HOCTal U OOKYPHII
CHUTapery.

- O, CTapHK.

- Xm?

Tot ¢ Gecmoko#cTBOM ycTaBuics Mcaaka, 3alaBasich BOIIPOCOM, KakKoe 6e3yMue CIIeTHT C ero S3hKa
Ha 3TOT pa3. Micaak BHIIYCTHII TYCTYIO CTPYIO OEJI0T0 AbIMA U IIPOIOIIKHUI:

- IaBaii mOTOBapHBaThLCS.

- ...JJoroBapuBaThLCI?

- Crapuk, Tebe HykeH ApTedakT KoposeBrl, BepHO?

- ...BepHo.

- {1 He 3HAI0, YTO 3TO TAKOE, ¥ S €r0 He X0uy.

- 1a?

- Hy, s umeto B BUmy, 4To MOTy niepefaTh TeOe ApTedakT Koponesrl, B 06MeH Ha YTO-HUOYOb
cTos1Iee.

- ...X0oUeIb 4YTO-TO B3aM€EH"?

- B Touky. YecTHO roBops, 1 He 3Halo, 4YTo Takoe AptedakT KoposieBsl Ui KakK OH BHITJISOUT.
[ToaToMy fnsa Hadaia ObI0 OBl HETIJIOXO, eciiy OBl TH paccKasal MHe, Kak 3TO BBEITJIIOUT U y KOTO OH
MOXKeT OBITh. A 5 YK CIeJlaio BCe OT MEHS 3aBHUCSINee, YTOOL MOMOYb Te0e 3aM0oIydYUuTh ero.

- ... 1 4TO g moJIKeH croenaTh B3aMeH?

- Bupuie, Kak TPUSATHO, KOTHA Pa3roBOp UMeeT CMEICI? IIpemcTaBiselns, KaK JIeTKo ObII0 O, eciu
OBI TEL OBLJI TAKUM C CAMOT0 Hadaia?



- 3aTKHUCH y2Ke ¥ TOBOPU CBOU YCJIOBUSA!

Vicaak yXMBIIBHYJICS B OTBET M CXBATHJI OOUH U3 KPUCTAJIJIOB MaHbl, TOPYABIINYN U3 CTEHHI ITaXThl. OH
IIOUTPaJ C KPHUCTAJJIOM, ITofi0pachiBasi €ro B BO3AYX U JIOBSI, U MPOMOJIKUII CBOIO PEYD.

- Bce mocraTtouno IIpOCTO. Tw1 Haten aro, CTapI/IK?

- .. Ja.

- 9T0 oHo. 1 momory Tebe HauiTu ApTedakT KoponeBhl, a B3aMeH Thl TPEIOCTABUIIbL MHE
MH(POPMAIIMI0 0 MECTOHAX0XKOEeHUN KPUCTAJIJIOB MaHbl ¥ IPYTUX MUHEPAJIOB, KOTOPHIE IIOXOPOHEHE! B
aron maxTe. Kak HacueT Takoro? CrrpaBe/IuBLIM 00MeH, He TaK JIu?

[pennoxenue Mcaaka cOMI0 CTapuKa C TONKY. DTOT IIapeHb CTaJl IIEPBHIM, KTO BOOOIIE BEJI C HUM
TIEPETOBOPHI.

- ...THI Ke TTOHUMaellb, YTO I YePHOKHUKHUK, BEPHO?

-W?

- Tl mymaents, [lenTpan OyneT 6e30eiCTBOBATh B OTHOIIEHWH KOT'0-TO, KTO 3aKJTIOYHIT COETIKY C
YEPHOKHUKHUKOM?

- Bce OymeT xopoIro, T0Ka HUKTO HUYEro He 3HaeT.

- Tel HEWCTBUTENIBHO XOUeIllb 3aK/IIOYUTh CO MHOH CHEJIKY?

- A TBI XOUellb yMepeTh BMECTO 3TOr0?

Korpma Mcaak cHOBa IOTSHYJICS K IMYHOM 60MOe, CTapuK OBICTPO OTO3BAJICS:

- ITomoxmu! 4 mousin! 4 cormacen! Ho Kak g m0IKeH BEePUTh TBOUM CIIOBaM? MOXKeIIb MOKIACTLCH,
YTO He JIXKeIllb, TAIIb Okl BHIOPATHCS U3 3TOT0 MecTa?

- BmecTo 3To¥ epyH[E! yulie 063aBeCTUCh KaKOW-HUKAKOM rapanTuei. Hampumep, KOHTPAKTOM.
EcTb yTo-HHOYIb BpOMe OJ00HOTO IO PYKO#H?

Yro-HuOyah Bpoe MONoOHOTO y cTapuKa uMenoch. OH ITaHWPOBAJ BOCIIONTB30BATLCS KOHTPAKTOM
[I7Is Be[eHus IeperoBopoB. KTo 651 MOT 0XKHUIaTh, UTO Mcaak MepPBEIM 03BYYMT 9TO BCNIyX. CTapuk
[OCTaJl M3 KapMaHa XPYCTaJIbHbIH IIIap ¥ I03BOJIUII eMy yrmacTb. [Ilap 3aBuUC B BO3OyXe.



- HOCKOHBKY A0 U IIPOKJIATUSA Ha TeOs He HOJIefICTBYIOT, S 3allMIly Halll¥ II€PEeroBOPEI HAa BUOEO.

- Hy na, koHeuHo. {1 10 cCOOCTBEHHOM BOJIE TOPTYIOCh C YEPHOKHUXKHUKOM. B 00MeH Ha ITOMOIIb
YepPHOKHUXKHUKY B NOKMCKe ApTedakTta Koposess s Moay4dy CBegeHUsS OTHOCUTEIHbHO MHOTHUX
IIOJIE3HBIX MCKOIIAEMBIX 9TOM IIaXThl. DTOT0 JOCTATOYHO?

Bupst, uto Mcaak npousHec ¢ppa3dy B map 6e3 equHOro KojeOaHus UM 3alIMHKY, CTAPUK HaXMYPHUIICS
1 3a0par Bemuily o6paTHO.

-..4 TOBOPIO 3TO IIOTOMY, YTO ThI BPOOE HE B KypCe, HO €CJIX 3TO CBUOETEJILCTBO COEJIKHU C
YEPHOKHHUZKHUKOM IIOIIaJleT B PYKH L[eHTpana, OHHM HHMKOTITA He OCTaBAT Te0s B IIOKOE.

- Torga Tebe nyutiie GBITH OCTOPOXKHEIM, CTapuK. He m03Bonsii ce0s moruMaTh.
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