- Kak monro Tel IJIaHHUPYEIb 3TO OeJIaTh, CTapI/IK?

- 3aTKHUCH!

KoMOK 3eMnu ClIenusics B KHYT 1 yOapuiI Hcaaka 110 11ekKe. Yuap TIIOJIy4YHJICA OHOCTATOYHO CUIILHEBIM,
YTOORI IIapHSA PAa3BEPHYJIO B CTOPOHY, HO OH JIMIIb ITPOBOPYAIl B OTBET:

- 9T0 OBIJIO HECKOJIBKO HENIPUATHO, CTapPUK.

- Aprx...

OtBer Hcaaka emie 0osiblile pa303/Iuil HE3HAKOMIIA, ¥ 3eMJISTHOM KHYT CTajJl HAHOCHUTD MTapHIoO yaap 3a
ymapom. Ho Kax[biii pa3 pa3faBajics 3BYK, HAIIOMUHABLINH IIYM OT yapa 110 MEIIKY C TECKOM.
YcraB oT 3THX 0€CIOIe3HBIX IOMKITOK MPUYUHUTE eMy Bpef, Mcaak c amaTued yCTaBUICS Ha
CTapuKa.

- Heppmo! CKOIBKO KPUCTAJIJIOB MaHbI BBl CYHYJIM B 3TO YEPTOBO ITalbTO, YTO OHO paboTaeT maxe
3mech?!

HecMmoTps Ha TIIaTeNbHYIO IOATOTOBKY U 3a6/1aroBpeMeHHY0 pa3BegKy BO3MOXKHOCTEH MabTo, OHO
BCe elle GYHKIMOHUPOBAJIO B IIIaXTe, COXPaHss MEP3KOro yOIiofKa B IIeJIOCTH ¥ COXPaHHOCTH.

- Bce xe OyMal0, OHO HEMHOTI'O I'/TFO4YHUT. B IIPOTHUBHOM CJIy4da€ Tkl HE CMOT OBl MEHS YOEePZXKHUBATL.

- 3aTKHHUCH!!

B oTBeT Ha BopuaHue Mcaaka cTapuk ele pa3 yoapui ero KHyToM. Eciu Ol anbTo AeiCTBUTEIHHO
GYHKIIMOHUPOBAJIO UealbHO, CKOBATh €TI0 Biafesblla U BIPaBAy ObII0 ObI HEBO3MOXKHO, HO 9TO OBITIO
eOUHCTBEHHOe OTInuKe. [1abTo OTIMYHO CIIPABIISIIIOCH CO BCEM, YTO HaXOAUJIOCh BHIIIE 3TOTO
YPOBHS, HeWTpanu3ys n000e Bo3feiicTBre. HeT, mpucyTCTBOBaO ellle HEOOBIOE OIIyIleHNe
HAHOCHUMEBIX YIAPOB, HO OHO OBIJIO CIIUIITKOM HE3HAYUTENbHEIM. TO, YTO MOTJIO OMHUM MaxoM
YHUUYTOXKUTE CTBOJI IepeBa, TEIepb OUIYIIaN0Ch KaK JIETKUM TOTUOK. M3-3a 3TOTO CTapUKy
0CTaBaJIOCh JIUIIb XOOUThL BOKPYT @ 0KOJIO, He B COCTOSTHUY 3all0JIyYUTh TO, YETO eMY TakK XOTeJIOCh.
Y 3TO HECMOTPS Ha TO, UTO MY BCe JKe y[aJioCch 3arHaTh Mcaaka B JIOBYIIKY U JaXke CKOBATb €To0.
[TanbTo Ha 3TOM HarjioM Masb4yHuIIKe GYHKIXOHMPOBAJO Kyfa JIydille, YeM OH OKU[all.

- Fope MHe! MeHs MOXUTHUIT KaKOKU-TO YMCTBEHHO OTCTAJIBIH, KOTOpBIfI JaXe He 3HdeT, 4eT0 OH X04eT
OT MEHA.

- 3aTkHuCh! ['0BOpIO Tebe SICHO U YeTKO - oTAau MHe ApTedakT Koposessi!

Hcaak Ts12KeJ10 B3[IOXHYJI B OTBET Ha 3TO TpeboBaHue. Bobie BCero eMy ceigac X0TeI0Ch BEIKYPHUTh



CUTapPETKY U HEMHOT'O YCIIOKOUTECA.

- 91, cTapukK, g XKe cKasaJl, 4To Bce Tebe oTmaM. Ho Kak s MOTY 3TO CcHie/aTh, €CIIK Jaxe He
IIOHKMaAI0, YTO UMEHHO [OoJIKeH 0TfAaTh? OTKyga MHe 3HaTh, €CJIU faXke Thl He 3Haellb?!

2Kano0Osl Micaaka, Ka3aiocs, YOapHujix CTapPUKa I10 6OJ'IBHOMy MeECTYy.

- A TH yIpSIMBIM, He Tak JIu?! - 3aopas oH. - T JOIKEH X0POIIo 3HaTh, YTO COKPOBUILE HAMHOTO
IIPEBOCXOUT TBOU BO3MOXKHOCTH CIIPABUTHLCSA C HUM. ITO MPOCTO KaTacTpoda, KoTopas pa3pa3uTcs C
MuHYTH Ha MuHYTy! OTmait MmHe AptedaxT Kopomnessl! U g nmomapio Tebe cnagkoe ocBoOOOKOeHNE
OBICTPOM CMEPTH.

- Xaaaaax... CTapuk, g, KOHEYHO, IOHKMMAI0, YTO THI TJIyX0BaT. Bo3pacT u Bce Takoe mnpodee. Ho
HeyXKeNu TaK TPYOHO MOHATH, YTO g ToBopio? f oTmam Tebe 3Ty BEIIUIly, eCNIX THI OMHUIIEIs MHE, KaK
oHa BHITIAOUT. U emte. IIpegcTaBuM, 4YTO Y MeHS BCe Ke eCTh TOT ApTedakT KoponeBsl, 0 KOTOPOM ThI
TOJIKYelllb, ¥ S 3HAal0, UTO 3TO TaKoe. Thl IeNCTBUTEIBLHO TyMaJl, YTO s Oymy HOCUTH C CO00M CTOJIb
IIeHHOEe COKpPOBHUIIE? A 4TO, eciiu ero co MHOM HeT? Kak st Mmory Tebe ero otmath? Pa3Be 9T0 He
eMMHCTBEHHOE MECTO, I'Tle Thl CMOKeIllb MeHs CKOBaTh, Kak ceiuyac?

Crapuk, Ka3ayioch, Hauan Konebatbcs. Paccyxknenus: Micaaka BHITJIIeNN BeCbMa JTOTUYHBIME. Ho
BCKOPE OH yIIPSIMO 3aMOTaJl T'OJI0BOM.

- Het, ApredakT HaBepHsaKa ¢ ToOO0M. Trl ObI HM 3@ YTO HE OCTABUJI TIE-TO TAKOE COKPOBUIIIE.

Vicaak oueBUAHO OBLI OY€Hb PACCTPOEH YIIPSIMCTBOM He3HaKoMIla. [Ipo1iio MHOTO BpeMeHHU C TeX
TI0p, KaK OH B ITOCJIEMHUI pa3 pasroBapuBaji C OMHUM YMCTBEHHO OTCTAJIBIM, TOXKE He 3HABIIUM, KaK
BECTH IIePETroBOPHL. Ero ympsiMCcTBO OBIZI0O HEHOPMAIbHO BEICOKMM. Kak 3TOMY CTapuKy yaanoch
IPUATH K MBICITH, YTO «Pa3 9TO BaXKHO [IJIsT MEHSI, TO 9TO JOJIXKHO OBITh BaXKHO U [IJIsI T€OS»
0CTaBaJIOCh 3a IpefesaMy MoOHUMaHus Mcaaka.

- f] He 3HAI0, HACKOJIBKO IleHeH IJis Te0s 9TOT apTedakT, CTapyK, HO S JIMYHO [aXe MOHATUS He
MMeI0, YTO 3TO 3a MaTh ero Apredakt Koponessi!

- Y6momok! Kak monro Tel co6upaelbcst KOPUUThL HEBUHHOCTh?

- AFpX Bort II04YeMY 1 HEHAaBU2XKY UMETH OEJI0 C YIIPAMBIMA CTaPUKAMMU.

Hcaak 04eHb TSXKeN0, IPOTIXKHO B3TOXHYL. [0 CTapuKa TEM BpeMeHeM [OIIJIO0, YTO ero METOf,
BO3[eMCTBUS He paboTaeT, ¥ OH B3MaxXHYJ PYKOH.

3emis, YOepXKUBAKIIdsad KOHEYHOCTH Hcaaka 3a(1)I/IKCI/IpOBaHHBIMI/I, 0e3BOJIbHO OCHITIAJaCh BHU3, U
TeJIO IIapHA 6eCIIOMOIITHO PYXHYJIO CBEDPXY. Kcaak ¢ mo00IEITCTBOM IIOCMOTPEII Ha CTapPHKa,
OCTaBasiCh JIeXKaThb Ha MecCTe.



- TToxoxe, 3TO He paboTaer...

- Hy, HakoHen-To! - ycreiiaB 60pMOTaHKe CTapuka, Mcaak mogyMar, 4To OHUM, HaKOHEIl, IIPUILIIN K
OJHOMY ¥ TOMY K€ BLIBOZY.

BcTaB Ha HOTH, OH [IOCTAJl ¥ MMOAKYPHI curapety. Korma ¢ ero ry6 copBasncs Kiy0 geiMa, BEIpaXKkeHUe
JIUIIA TTAapPHS CMEHUJIOCH Ha BhIpaxkeHue OnaxkeHCTBa. OH HAKOHEI IIOYyBCTBOBAJI, YTO CHOBA XKUB.
CTapuk cuell ero MmoBefeHrue pa3apakarioluuM U IIPOBOKAIIMOHHEIM, ¥ MOJTYa MIBEIPHYT B Mcaaka
MaJIEHbKYIO CTEKJISTHHYI0 OYTHIIOUKY.

- B aToM (prrakone sim, KoTOpHIH yObeT TeOs 3a meHb. ITO OymeT MyduTenbHasi, 60Ie3HeHHass CMepPTh.
TBoe Teno mpeBpaTuTcs B 6ecHopMeHHbIN MACHOM MamTeT. [IpoTUBOSANE €CTh TOJIBKO y MeHs. Tak
yTO0 BEIOMpaM. Thl MOXKeIllb YMEPETh 3[eCh U CeHYac, UM BBHIIUTD 3TOT SIfI, BHIMTH OTCIOfa, TPUHECTH
MHe ApredakT KoposeBhl K 3aBTpalllHEMY [HIO U BEIKUTH. C IPOTUBOSIAKEM 51 Ofapio Te0S TaKUM
060oraTCTBOM U CJIaBOM, O KOTOPHIX THI flaXKe Me4TaTh HE OCMEJIUBAJICS.

HackonbKo 2Ke CBEICOKA 3TOT CTaPHK CMOTpen Ha Mcaaka, eciiu mMpocTo 0CBOOOOMUII €T0 IOCye TOTo,
KakK flonpoc npoBanuicsa? Mcaak faxe Hayasl OIIyllaTh HEKOTOPOE BOCXUIIIEHNE €T0 MyKECTBOM.

«/IHTEpECHO, KTO 3TOT AUOMI BOOOIIE TAKOM?»

3amMeTuB 3adyM4YuBO€e BRIPAXKEHME Ha JIUIle TTapHs, CTapUK IOOyMaJsl, YTO TOT OOOyMBEIBAeT
IpefoCTaBIeHHbIH BEIOODP. OH TYT 2Ke Hayasl BeCTU ce0st KaK CHUCXOMUTENTbHBIN U
noOpoxkenaTenbHbIHM T00eIUTEND.

- 4 yBepeH, 4To ThI He XOUelllb yMUpPaTh, BepHO xke? 4 naio Tebe 1IaHC cacTUCh. He moTpaTh ero
BIIYCTYIO.

Vicaak CKJIOHUJ T'0JI0BY HAOOK.

- Daems MHe maHc? Twr?

- Xyxyxy... UHTEpECHO, UTO IPOu30UaeT ObICTpee - TeOs ClIacyT UM KPUCTAJIIEL MaHbl B TBOEM
[1aJIbTO UCCOXHYT?

Bups, uto HMcaak He BEPHUT €r0 CJI0BaM, CTaPUK TKHYII pYKOI7I B CTOPOHY JIEBOM CTEHHI IIAXTHI. BCKOpe
B 3€eMIJI€ BO3HHKIIA BI/I6paLII/Iﬂ, BBEI3BABIIIAS 9X0, ¥ U3 BCEX IIe/Iel U OTBepCTI/Iﬁ ImojieTejla rycTas IIbIJIb.

- ¢l He TOJIBKO pa3pYIINUII BXOM B IIaXTy, HO ¥ YHUUTOXKUII BCe IIPOXOAH! ciofa. CriacaTe/lbHOM KOMaHie
IOHaZo0UTCS HECKOIBKO IHEH, YTOORl JoOpaThCs 4o 9TOro Mecta. K aToMy BpeMeHU TH IIPOCTO
3afioXHembCcsa. He roBopu MHE, YTO MCTOBO BEPHIITL B CBOE MasnbTo. [laxke ecinu OBl 0HO paboTaso
umeanbHo U 6e3 IIOMeX, TO CrlacaTeNbHas KOMaHIa BCe paBHO OBl HE yCIIeia BOBPEMSI.



- KaxkeTcst, Tl MHOTO€ 3HaeIllb 0 MoeM IanbTo. Ho Kak HacyeT Te0s?

- O, MHe, KOHEYHO Xe, U3BeCTeH CEeKPEeTHHIU ITPOX0A. MHe BCe paBHO, €CJIU TH yMpelnb. ApTedakT
KoporneBsl IposiBUTCA IIOCTIe CMEPTH Bafeblia. EQUHCTBEHHAS IPUYMHA, II0 KOTOPOU 5 3aX0XKY TaK
[aJieKo, 3aK/II04YaeTCs B TOM, UTO €CJIU Thl CAOXHelIb, LleHTpan HauHeT BeCTH ciefcTsue. Ho g mory
IIOMI0KMIaTh, TTOKA THl HEe YMpEIIh, eClii MpuaeTcs. Bribupait certuac xke! Bymes 1 TH 3aAbBIXaThCS
30eCh B 0OXKHIOAHUU ITOAMOTH, MU BHIIbEIIb S U IpUHeCcels MHe ApTedakT Koponessi!?

Hcaak riny00Ko 3aTSHYJICS U [ajl CBOM OTBET:

- BoT moyeMy Ha TpPeThECOPTHBIX 3710[€€B Bpofie TeOs HUKaKOoM HalexXk bl HeT. Tebe cremoBaio
HayaTh TOBOPUTH YETKO ¥ 110 CYTH eIlle B TOT MOMEHT, KOTa Tl TOJIbKO MEeHS IoiMa. 3aueM
TPATUTh BpeMs Ha 00bsICHeHKe 0eCII0Ie3HEIX IeTanen?

Hcaak Pa309apOBaHHO IIPUITETIKHYII A3bIKOM KM BEITAIIUII U3-TI0 IIAJIbTO HEYTO, IIOX0XKEE Ha SIATIO.

- fduunas 6omba! - 3aKprYan CTapuK B yKace, YCTaBUBIINCH Ha 00OBHEKT.

9TOT 00BEKT, MTOX0XKUYN Ha W10, ObIT B3PHIBYATKOM, MEeTOHUPYIOIIEH MyTeM JecTa0uIu3aiuy YUCTOTO
KPUCTAJJla MaHbl, HaXOAIIerocs BHYTPU. B KauecTBe 3apsifa rpaHaTa UCIOJIb30Bajla CaM KPUCTaJ,
I03TOMY He o6j1afiajia Toi XKe ysI3BUMOCTbIO, UTO ¥ Marnyeckue apredakTthl. HemocTaTok xKe
3aKJII04asics B TOM, YTO ITOCKOJIBKY B KauecTBe 3apsifia MOXKHO OBIJIO UCIIOIb30BaTh TOJIHKO YMCTHIE
KpucTasiakl, 6oM0a cTonna o4eHb Oporo. KpoMe Toro, Kaxkaoe S0 N3roTaBINBAIOCh
WCKJTIOUUTENTBHO BPYYHYIO ¥ HHAWBUAYAIbHO, YTO 03HAYAJI0, YTO €T0 MOIIHOCTE He MOTJIa OBITh
CcTaHOgapTu3upoBaHa. Ho caMbiM GOIBIINM HELOCTATKOM, [TOXKaJyH, ObIJIO TO, YTO OGHOPA30BOE
MCIT0/Ih30BaHNE MTOTHOCTHI0 YHUYUTOXKAJIO KPUCTAJIT MAHB. DT HEOOCTATKU CHeJany sudHbie 60MOBI
He CUJIbHO XOJIOBEIM TOBApOM, HO OHU BCe ellle OblIM OBOJIbHO M3BECTHHI Cpeyu HaceneHus Mmnepun
KaK CKPBITHIY KO3BIPh, CIIOCOOHBIN M3MEHUTH X0 OUTBEL B CaMBIM OTYassHHBIM MOMeHT. [loHaganmy
CTapuK Ka3aJCs YOIUBIEHHBIM HEOXKHUIaHHLIM II0BOPOTOM COOBITHIM, HO KOTMla 3ar0BOPHUJI, Ha €T0 JIUIle
copMupoBanack HEMPUATHASA YXMBITKA.

- [Imanupyemns yrpoxkaTh MHe 3TUM? ECu TH B30pBEILb €€ 3[eCh U cerdac - IaxTa pyxHeT. 1 Tul
TOXKEe YMpeEIIIb.

He ycmen ctapuk TOTOBOPUTH IOCTIEgHEE CIIOBO, Kak Mcaak 0e3 MaseiInero kojnebaHus KpyTHY
SIAIT0 0 BRIPA3UTENIbHOT0 TPecKa, a 3aTeM Opocuit 60M0y B cTapuKa, Kak 6pocailoT MOHETKY
6e3moMHOMY.

- Bor.

- Te... THI cyMacIienuii! - 3aBONMB OT yXKaca, CTApPUK BHTSHYN Bieper 06e pyku. TeHb IO HUM
pacTsiHynach U pHHYIach BBepX, 0OMaThBasiCch BOKPYT 00MObl. Ho XOTSI TeHUM OKyTaIu ee 04eHb
IIJIOTHO, JIy4YX CUHETO I[BeTa BCe XkKe IIPOCOYMUINCh HapyXKy, U BCJIel 3a HUMU BhIpBajach yaapHas
BOJIHA



Babax!

YmapHast Bo/IHa COTPSICIIa IIaXxTy, CJIOBHO 3eMJIeTpsiceHue, U Mcaak yma, He B CUlax yuepXkaTh
paBHOBecue. CTapuK TOXKe PYXHYN Ha 3€MJII0, BHIIIJIEBbIBAs KPOBE.

- Kxaaa! Kak TsI Mor B30pBaTh O0MOY B Imaxte?! CMepTH X04els?!

- f He oXwupOan, 4TO Thl CMOXKEIb €€ OCTAHOBUTh.

BcraBasi, icaak HEBO3MYTUMO OTPSIXHYJICS OT IBIIKA. 3aTEM BBHITALLXII HOBYIO CUTAapeTy B3aMeH
BHIIIaBIIEH NIPEOBIAYIIEN 1 BEIpa3UTENIbHO 3aallJIONUPOBaJl CTapUKYy.

ToT mouyBcTBOBas cebs ocKopOIeHHBIM. OLylleHre TOTO, YTO 3axBaueHHas go0kYa B3AyMaeT
YKYCUTD €ro, OBIII0 HETPUATHHIM U COBEPIIEHHO HEOXKUAaHHEIM. OCKOPOUIIO €T0 ¥ TO, YTO IOMBITKA
JKePTBHI COBEPIIUTH OBOMHOE CAMOYOUNCTBO IeMCTBUTEIHHO PaHuia ero. C TpyIoM MOAHSBIINCH Ha
HOTH, OH yCTaBuicsa Ha Mcaaka C UCKaXXKeHHEIM THEBOM JIUIIOM.

- THI... §aXXe He OyMaM, 4TO CHOXHEIIb TakK jierko! f 3acTaBiio TeOsT MOJIUTh O CIIAaCUTENTbLHOU CMEPTH,
KaK TO/bKO 0TOepy Apredakrt Koponess.

- MHe He HpaBuTcs 60b, 3HaEIIb JIH... - 6ecreuHo mpobopmoTan Mcaak ¥ BHTAIIUI elle ogHy 60MO0y.

- I[To... mogoxngu!

Ho mo Toro, Kak KHHYBUIUNICS K HEMY CTapUK YCIIeJl eT0 OCTAHOBUTS, Mcaak aKTUBUPOBAJ HOBYIO
An4Hy0 60MOy ¥ CHOBa 6POCHUII ee B CBOET0 MOXUTUTEeN. CTapUK ONSThH BOCIIOIb30BAJICS CBOEH
TEHBIO, YTOOBI MPOTJIOTUTD SHIIO.

Byyyyyyyywm!
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