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KeHmrHa OblyIa OeTa B 0YeHb KPaCOYHOe IJIaThe ¢ n3o0paxkeHueM GeHHKCa, YTO [Iesalio eé
II0X0Kel Ha 6yaropogHyio gamy. OHa OIyCTuIa roJIoBY, HO ee JIUIO ObIJIO IOKPHITO 6UCEpPHOM
ByaJibl0, CKphIBasl XMYPHIU B3TJIff, C KOTOPHIM OHa Ii1a K UMnepaTtopy [IpeBrero [ao.

H3-3a CTOMKHOBEHUS 6YCI/IHOK, IIOKPBIBABIINX €€ JINIIO, U CJIBIIIAJICA 3BOH.

B 3TOT MOMEHT BCe 4JIeHH TPeX KJIaHOB Ha IIJIOMaAu U muaT¢hopMax CMOTPeNH Ha 3Ty XKeHIumHy. OHa
He OblTa TIJIEHUTEIbHON KpacaBHUIlel, HO OT Heé UCXOTUI0 HeomucyeMoe 4yBCcTBO. OHO moOaBIIsao e
MSTKOCTH U CIIOKOMCTBHS, KaK OyOTO OHA MOTJIa YCIIOKOUTh OYIITY.

E€ upaB Obl1 6€3MATEKHEIM, ITOOOHBIN KpacoTe OTPOMHOM TUXO0W JOJIMHEI, KPacoTy KOTOPOM MOTJia
YBUIETH JIUIIb CTy4aldHO ITPOJIeTEeBINast CBEPXY ITHUIIA.

Ban JIuHB BCe CTOSII HA MECTe, U Pa3fpakeHHe B ero Cepalle UCYe3Jio, Kak TOJILKO MOSBUIACH
JKeHIMHA, Kak OyATO HAYTO ¥ HUKOTHA ero He OeCIIOKOUIIO.

«CyH Yxu...» Ban JIuub cpady ke y3Han 3Ty KeHIuHy. OH BCIIOMHUII MOMEHT, KOTla BIIEPBHIE
yBULOET e€ 3a npepenamu ['opoga YepHoro Kamus.

Wwmmnepatop [pesrHero [lao rmoka3an HaMeK Ha pagocTs. Korga XKeHIyHa IONOLIIE, OH B3MaxXHyJI
PYKaBOM U 3aTOBOPHIL.

«MMnepaTpuiia, CIOb PSIIOM co MHOM. CeromHst pagocTHOe coObITHe myist Moero [IpeBHero [lao u
BaXXHHIN [eHb AJII Hac».

[Ilaru omeToM B 0feXKAbl C PEeHUKCOM XKEHIIUHEI Ha MTHOBEHHE OCTAHOBUIINCH, IIPeX/e YeM OHa
MoOJI4a IIofoIia K gpakoHbeMy TpoHy Mnepartopa [IpeBHero [Jao 1 0CTOpoxkHO cena. OHa NoJHsNIa
TOJIOBY ¥ ITIOCMOTpeJia Ha IJIoIIanb.

OHa Bce ellle XMypPHJIach, ¥ B ee JIuile OBIJI0 CKPEITOE YYBCTBO PACTEPSHHOCTH, U3-3a YEr0 OHa
Ka3aaach 6eCIIOMOIIHOH.

B TOT MOMEHT, KOTla OHa IOAHSsJIa T'OJIOBY, IIEPBHIM, KOTO OHA yBUfena, 061 Bad JIuHb, CMOTPSIINA
Ha Hee!

B 9TOT MOMEHT UX B3TISOLL BCTPETHUIINCE.

Korga ux B3rIsigsl mepeceknuch, Ban JIuHb MOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK €r0 Pa3yM rpoxodeT. ITO MPOU3OIIIIO0
CJIMILIIKOM BHE3AITHO, KakK ecyiy Obl pa3pa3uyiuch 6ecyucieHHbe packaThl rpoMa. B 3TOT MOMEHT Bce
ero Tejio, ero U3HAYaIbHEINA OyX U JaXKe ero AyIla 3agpoxanu. Kak 0yaro aTa XeHIuHa Oblia



HEOTHEMJIEMOM YaCThIO €T0 XKU3HU!

BripaxeHnue nuiia BaH JIMHS ©3MEHUIIOCH, KOTZIa OH YCTaBUJICS Ha XeHIIUHY, U ero cepauebueHmne
YCKOPHUJIOCh. JTa XKEHIIMHA Ka3ajlach eMy 3HaKOMOM, HO e€ 06pa3 ObIJT CKPHIT 3a 3aBeCOM TyMaHa.
Ban JIuHb He MOT He HadaTh fyMaTh 00 UCTOYHMUKE 3TOT0 YyBCTBa!

«Ban-3p... JIu Ligap Maii... Yxkoy XKy... KpacHas babouka...» Ban JIuHb IOCMOTpeEI B I'/1a3a
JKEHILIUHEL, ¥ B €er0 I'0JIoBe IOSBUICS CIUCOK ull. TeM He MeHee, OH He MOT HaUTHU TO, KOTOPOe
HaIMlOMHUHA0 OBl 9TO JIULIO TTepef HUM.

«OHa He 10X03a HU Ha OHY U3 HUX...» Korfa BaH JIMHb MpUCMOTpEIICS, TO 00HAPYKUJI, YTO 3Ta
JXeHIIMHA He3HaKoMa eMy ¥ CUJIBHO OT/IMYaiach OT BCEX TeX, KOT0 OH BCTpeyYall.

«Bas JIuHbB!» T0ON0C, KOTOPHIY OB HE TPOMKKM, HO HAllOJTHEHHBEIM BeJIMUKMEM, 9XOM IIPO3ByYar B
yiax Bau JIuHd.

«Most UMmepaTpulla Tak OpUBJIeKia TBoe BHUMaHue?» Ummnepartop [IpeBHero Hao mocMoTpen Ha Bau
JIMHS CO BCIIBIIIKOM X0JIOOHOTO Oecka B ria3ax. OH 0wl MIepaTopoM, U BCce OCTaIbHEIE OPOCUIN
Ha ero MMmeparpuily JUIIb ONWH B3TJISAM, IPeXae YeM OTBeNM I'ta3a. M Bce ke 3ToT Ban JIunb
Ipomokasn cMoTpeTh. MMnepatop u 6e3 Toro yxe Obl1 HeoBoieH Ban JIuHeM, U Temeps ero ciioBa
ObLIH elré X0JI0fHEee, KOTHa OH HaXMyPHJICS.

Bas JTuHb MOJT9a PA3MHILUISI, 4, Ka3a/loCh, IIPOCHYIICS Graromaps cmoBam MmmnepaTtopa JIpeBHETO
Hao. OH moKa3as CII0XKHEIM B3I U TPOUTHOPUPOoBa MMmeparopa [IpeBHero [ao, HO BCe elle
CMOTpEIT Ha OfIeTYIO B OOk C PEHUKCOM KEHIITHHY.

OH XO0TeJ OHATH, I0YeMy OHa KaXeTCs TaKOX 3HAKOMOU, HO B UTOT€, JIUIIL B3OOXHYII U SBUJ
TPYCTHBIN B3TJIAL.

OH He 3HAJ 3Ty XKEHIIUHY ...

OH CMyTHO HallleJl KOpeHb 9TOT'0 3HAaKOMCTBa: OBIJIO YTO-TO TaKOe B €€ HpaBe. ITOT CIIOKOMHBINM HPaB
ObLT OUeHb 1T0X0XK Ha HpaB JIu My Bas.

«9TO0 He MOXKeT OBITh BaH-3p ... ITO IPOCTO CXOKUHM HPaAB, 3TO BCETO JIUIIb UIITIO3UA...» BaH JIUHb C
HBIHEIITHUM CBOUM KYyJIbTUBUPOBaHUS, MOT OBl C IIepBOT0 B3rjsAfAa y3HaTh JIu My BaH, ecnu Owl 9Ta
JKeHIIIMHa OelCTBUTENbHO Obla efo. OmHaKo, Kak OBl OH HU MPUTIISIILIBAJICS, OH HEe MOT HalTH aypy
JIu My BaH.

«Ban-9p Haxoputcs B I'poby M3beranus Hebec, u ee ¢pparMeHT AyIIX MTOTEPSH ... fd He MOTY HalTH
ero ... JTa XKeHIIWHa He OHA, IIPOCTO B 3TOM MUPE €CTh JIIOAU C OUeHb IIOX0XKUM HPABOM ...» Ban
JIuHb 3aKpPHIT I'71a3a, CKPEIBAs TOPE B HUX.



JIn1o XKeHIMHE TIOPO30BEJIO, U B ee Tla3aX MOSBUJICS THEB, KAk OyATo oHa Oblyla HeOBOIbHA
B3rJIsimoM Ban JIuks. OHa He 3HaJla MOYeMy, HO B TIyOMHe OyIIH OHA YyBCTBOBAJIa, YTO OH 3HAKOM
eti. Ho KaK TOIBKO MOSIBHJIOCH 9TO YYBCTBO, OHO CTPAHHHIM 06pa3oM MCUe3Ji0, Kak OyITO ero u He
CYIIIeCTBOBAJIO.

«41 3apan Tebe Bompoc!» MmnepaTop [IpeBHero [Jao MOJHST IEBYI0 PYKY U YOAPHUII [0 MOOI0KOTHUKY
OpaKoHbLEro TpoHa. Ilocbliancs rPOMKUY CTYK, HO IOAJIOKOTHUK He IOCTpafall.

Tem He MeHee, B 9TOT MOMEHT 0oJiee IecsTKa UCTOYHUKOB YOUIMCTBEHHOTO HaMepeHus
OOHOBPEMEHHO COCPeNOoTOYnINCh Ha Ban Jlune. OHM psATaIUCh B 3a/ie, KakK KJIyOwl OhIMa, ¥ KaK
TOJIEKO MIMIepaTop macT KOMaHAy, OHM HAYHYT aTaKOBaTh.

B 3TOT XK€ MOMEHT JII0OOY Ha IJIOUIAX U COTHSX IIaThopMax 3aMeTHIIA YTO-TO HEHOpMasbHoe. OHH
CTPaHHBIMHU B3TISIAMU IIOCMOTpPeN# Ha BaH JIuHs u cllerka pacCep:KeHHYI0 XKEHIIUHY B IIaThE C
n3o0paxeHueM (eHuKca.

«JTa XKeHIIYHa OYeHb II0X0XKa Ha MOEro CTaporo apyra...» BaH JIMHb OTKPHLI I'J1a3a U YBULEN
HETOJIOBaHUE B ee I'1a3ax. Temepb oH ObLI yBEPEH, UTO OHa He Ta, KOT'0 OH MCKarl ...

OpHaKo CXOMICTBO B HPaBe BHI3HIBAJIO IIeYalh U OYIIEBHYIO 00JIb.

«O0?» rna3a Mmnepartopa [IpeBHero [lao 3aropenuck. OH IOCMOTpPENT Ha XKEHIIWHY U 3aTeM Ha BaH
JInHd, ¥ BHE3AIIHO MOKa3aJl HEYJIOBUMYIO YIBHIOKY.

Vimmepatop [IpeBHero [Tao cka3an: «MMmepaTpulia, TH y3Haelb 6ynyiero XpaHuTelss MOero
IpesHero Hao?»

XKenmyHa B miathe GeHUKCa OIMyCTHUIIA TOJIOBY U ITOKa4asa roJI0BOH.

«Mmepckuil YueHbI cKa3ajl, YTo 9TOT (parMeHT AyIIM OB 3armevaTal UM CaMUM, U KojieOaHUs He
pacnpocTpaHsaTcs. [laxke ecliu MOSIBATCS JIIOAU, caMble OlM3KNe K GparMeHTy AYIIHN, OHHA He CMOTYT
ero o6Hapyxuth. Ecnu TH He 06afaents CnoCOOHOCTHIO K ITPeACcKa3aHuio, IIPEBOCXOAS CUILY
Himmepckoro YueHoro, To gaxe Benukuit [IouTeHHBIN He CMOXKeT ee 00HaAPyXKuUTh» MMmepaTop
IpesBHero [1ao cnabo ynbIOHYICS.

«HTepecHO. MoxkeT 1 9TOT (pparMeHT AyIIK ObITh JelCTBUTENILHO CBSI3aH C 9TUM BaH JIuHeM?»
HmnepaTop [IpeBHero [Tao ObIT MPUSTHO YOUBIIEH, HO BCE €1lle COXPAHSII 9Ty HEYJIOBUMYIO YIIBIOKY.

ViMmepaTop Me[iJieHHO MPOoMoIkKeH: «Bo3M0oKHO, B 00a IeHCTBUTEILHO 3HAETe APYT apyra. Mos
VimmepaTpuiia, mopouau K OynyiieMy XpaHuTesio Moero [IpeBHero [1ao 1 M03BOJIb eMY
IPUCMOTPeTHCS. ECu BEI ABOE IeMCTBUTENBHO 3HaETe APYT APYra, 9T0 OymeT pagoCTHOe COOBITHEY.

2KeHmuHa 0CTOPOXKHO BCTaJla ¥ IIOCMOTpesia Ha BaH JIuHs, mpexkae 4yeM Me[JIeHHO CITyCTUJIaCh BHU3.



Bau JIuHb TOCMOTpEN Ha HEe ¥ Ha MTHOBEHUE eMy I10Ka3aJjioCh, 4TO K HeMy uaeT JIu My Bas. [laxe
ero cepile U Tejo 3agpoxKalu.

XKeHuyHa octaHoBunack B 10 ¢pyTax ot Ban JIuHs, ¥ HerogoBaHue B ee Ijia3ax CTajo elle CUIbHEe.
Bau JIuHb 9YyBCTBOBAJ OYeHb XOJIONHOE, HO 3HAKOMOE YYBCTBO. ITO 3aCTaBHUIIO €T0 3a0BITh, YTO OH
Ov11 BO mBOplie [IpeBHero [1ao, 3a0bITh, YTO OH OBIN B KaHe [IpeBHUX, 3a0bITh, YTO OH OB Ha
ActpanbioM KornTuHeHTe BeccMepTHEIX, Kak OyATO OH BEPHYJICS B MUD Melnepsl. Korga oHu
CMOTpEeNH APYT Ha [Apyra, lledanb B ero rina3ax, Ka3ajaoCh, MOTJIa PaCTOIUTh MUD.

XKeHIrHa yBUEJIa €Tr0 I'PYCTh, U BHE3AITHO ITOYYBCTBOBAJId 0071 B CBOEM ceppare. B ee rnazax
IMOABHUIIOCH CMATEHNE, HO BCKOPE CMATEHHNE NCYE3JI0 U IIEPEPOCIIO B HETOJOBAHUE.

«BHI ... He oHa». CriycTs Kakoe-TO BpeMs BaH JIWHB [T0Ka3aj ropbKoe BeIpaxkeHue. EmMy Bapyr
3axX0TeJIOCh HAMUThLCS, YTOOHI 3a0LITh 3Ty 60 U Tope cBoel Ayinu. OH 3Hal, 4TO TO, UTO OH
YYBCTBOBaJ, OBLJIO IIPOCTO UJLTIO3UEN.

Ho sTa nnnio3us 3acTaBuila ero BCIOMHUTD IIpouiioe, To, 4TO OBLTIO THICSTYETIETHS Ha3and, ¥ 3TO JINIIb
YCHUIIAIIO €r0 IIe4allb.

OH OTCTYIHI Ha HECKOJIBKO ITaroB Ha3ap. Bau JIuHb GoJbille HE CMOTPE Ha XKEeHIUHY UK Ha
HWwmmnepatopa [IpesHero [Jao, HO u He yiiesn. OH BepHYJICI K CBOEMY CTOJy U cell. OH [OJIr0 CMOTpPe
Ha CTOJI, IPexfe YeM CXBaTHJI KYBIINH C BUHOM U CHejIall O0JIbIION I'TI0TOK.

OpHako, XOTs 9TO BUHO OBIIIO KpPEIIKUM, €ro BCe eH.Ié OBII0 HeJgoCTaTO4HO, YTOOBI 3aCTABUTh €T0
HAIITUTBHCA ...

Bau JIuHb pegko makal, HO ceidac, KOra OH IIHJI, U3 YTOJIKOB €T0 I'J1a3 IOTEK/IM CJe3bl. ITU CIIe3hl
BTEK/IM B POT BMECTE C BUHOM U OBUIM 0YeHb TOPHKUMHU Ha BKYC. ITO OBLI BKYC €T0 TPYCTH.

2KenmmuHa B ofiexknax ¢ usobpaxeHueMm peHHKCa BepHYIach K MiMmepatopy u ycrnokounack. OHa
OIIyCTHJIa TOJIOBY ¥ He CKa3aJjla HHU cJioBa. YNbOKa Ha nuile MMmepartopa [IpeBHero [lao cTaa Iuiib
IIMpe, ¥ ero B3TJISI BpeMs OT BpeMeHHU nafian Ha Bau JIuHs. B ero rima3ax ObIIM BCIBIIIKYA TOPHAOCTH
Y PafoCTH.

«IToxoxke, BecbMa BeposiTHO, 4TO BaH JIuHb 3HaeT ¢pparMeHT Aymu... Y BO3HUKIIIEe 3aMelaTelbCTBO,
BEPOSITHO, TPOU30IILI0 U3-3a Ban JIuns... K coxkanmeHuio, Kakoi O6bl ypOBEHb KyJIbTUBUPOBAHUS Y TEOS
He OBIJI, CKOJIbKO OBl KPOBH AyInH ¥ TeOs He Ovlno, U gaxe CioaHb JIo B ponu YuuTensd He
IIOMOXKET...BeJIMYalIas rnevanab B TOM, YTO THI laXKe He Y3Haelllb €€, KOT{la CTOUIIL IPSIMO Iepen He
... OHaKo, 3T0 COOBITHE OYEeHb MEHS B3BOJIHOBAJIO ...» MMmeparop [IpeBHero [lao MOOHSII CBOO Yallly
u Beinuit ¢ 100 000 romedt, KOTOPHIE TPULIIIN Ha OaHKeT.

CormacHo TPpaguIuu leeBHero Ilao, oH gomMXeH OBLI OTIYCTUTH XKEHIIUHY, HO OH 3TOIr'0 HEe CHOejiall u
3acTaBui ee octatbcsa. OH IIpoaoJizKaj CMOTPETh Ha Ban JIuusa. Kak GYI[TO 9TO JOCTAaBJIAJIO EMY
HaubosbIIEe YOOBJIETBOPEHNE U YOOBOJILCTBHUE.



BaHkeT mocTwr muKa. M3 TONI rpeMeny CloBa IO3MpaBIeHul, aTMocdepa Oblla 04eHb 0KUBIIEHHOM.

B aTtom oxuBneHHoM Gecnopsimke Bau JInHB MoJT4a CHeN ¥ IXJI BUHO. Iledais B €ro ria3ax He
CMEIBAJIaCh BUHOM.

«MMmnepatpuiia, y XpaHuTens BaHa mioxoe HacTpoeHue. Moy BHITIEH ¢ HUM 3a MeHs» MMmepaTop
IpeBHero [1ao ymbIOHYIICS.
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