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«Tody THI, IBUJICS - HE 3aCTPEJIUIICSA», - YePThIXHYIach MeICTIeHHO Cy JIo 1, He CoepKaBIIUCE,
IIOHIOXaJa CBOE JIEBOE 3alsiCThe. XOTh OHA YKe HMcKynasnach B [Ipyny Yucroro [lyxa, cTpax, 4To
YOKHYTHIM CTapHKAIlKa BCE PABHO KAKMM-TO HEBEPOSITHEIM 00pPa30M eé€ y4yeT, He maBall el moKos. A
B MAHHBIM MOMEHT €€ II0JI0KEHME U TaK OCTABIISIIO XKeJlaTh JIYYIIero: MPUMepHO Tak cebs oIlyuaeT
OykalllKa, OKa3aBIllasicsi MeXIy MOJIOTOM U HaKOBaJibHel. BHe 3aBUCUMOCTH OT TOTO, KTO OOHAPYKUT
e€ mmepBeIM - [IepBriit CtaperrHa unu [Ipenok Mo, - el 0mHO3HAYHO HecqobpoBaTh. Kakou-To
HeymayHbIN BhIIAJCS JeHEK.

fceH pnens, npubnuKeHNe CyMacIIellero cTapukaHa I04yBCTBOBala He ogHa TonbKo Cy JIo - Mol
€ro ayphl TaHKOBOU I'yCeHUIle! NMPOIIIach 0 BceM o0uTaTensaM MmnepaTopckoro aBopiia CeBepHOTO
Mo.

- Xa-xa, cTapmuii OpaT 9KCLIEHTPUYEH, KaK BCerya, - paccMmesinics [lepsriii CTapeimuHa. - HeyxkTo
PELINII caM 1MoXkKasioBaTh, YTOOb CTpe6OBaTh BO3HArPaXKAEHNE 32 CBOU TPYHAbI?

WmMmepaTtop MuH, y KOTOPOTO OT MOJOOHOT0 IaB/IeHuUs 3alIyMeJio B yIllaX ¥ 3afp0oxKaiu HOTH, eBa
BEIABUJI CJ1a0yI0 yIEIOKY, YCIIOKOEHHBIN CI0BaMU CTapuka. Y 4yTh He mpodecas HOCOM 3eMJII0 OT
«OPYZKEeCKOT0» TIOXJIOIBIBAHUS 10 Iedy oT Broporo CTapedIInHb, HACMEIIMBO XMbIKHYBIIIETO:

- He nmepexwuBaiiTe Tak, MOU CTApIIKi OPaT HaXOOUTCS B JOBOJILHO HEIIJIOXMX OTHOIIEHHUSX C
[Tpenkom Mo, HaBepHSKa TOT HE 3alIPOCUT COBCEM YK HEIOTBEMHYIO IIJIaTYy.

B nmogTBepxkmenue ero cioB Ilepseiit CTapedinHa YTBEPOUTEIBHO ITOKUBAJI, TTPEHCIIOTHEHHBIN
COOCTBEHHOU 3HAYUMOCTLIO.

KTak, OHM BTPOEM 3aCThUIH, TIOOHSIB TOJIOBH K HeOy, B oxkupaHuu [Ipegka Mo. Ho ¢ Kaxmoun
CEKyHIOU [aBlIeHHEe ero ayphl BCE HapacTaslo, ¥ «IIPOCTHIM CMEPTHHIM», TAKUM KaK CITyXKaHKH,
€BHYXH, [TI0OBApSTa - TO €CTh JIIOMSIM, HUKOTJ]a He 3aHUMaBIIUMCS G0EBHIMU MCKYCCTBAMHU, 0Ka3aJioCh
Oli-Kak He ciafko. HecuacTHble afiany, Kak MOAKOLIEHHBIE, 3aKphIBAIM PyKaMy KPOBOTOYaIlle
VI, CUIIUJIUCH CHIeIaTh XOTh TTIOTOK 3aryCTeBIIEro BAPYT BO3AyXa - ¥ BCE TIIETHO.

3acnbilaB HECTPOUHBIN XOp CTOHOB M CTEHAHUM, CTapPEeUIINHEL ITepecTaliy yiIrbaThCa U 03alaueHHO
[IePerasgHyIUCE:

- Crapumii 6paT, TeOe He KaXkKeTCs, UTO CUTyal[us HECKOJIPKO BEIXOAUT 3a PaMKH HOPMaJbHOCTH??

Crapmmii [Tpemok Mo u cembs CloaHbloaHb OBITTH CBOET'0 POAa HETJTaCHBIMYM COIO3HHMKAMU, TaK C Yero
JKe eMy BAPYT HacChlJIaTh Ha «Apy3el» TaKylo HanacTh? Bropoi CTapelinnHa gaxe Ha CBOEM
KOMaHIMPCKOM PaHTe SICHO OLIYIIaJl CMePTEIbHYI0 OIACHOCTb, YTO YK TOBOPUTH O TEX, KTO OBII
3HAYUTENIbHO HUXKeE?

U ero omacenus OB BOBCe He HampacHbIMU. [ToHamo6unock He 6oee TPEX MUHYT, YTOOH! BEChH
[IBOpeI] IIPeBPaTUIICS B M0oJ0o01e KOMHATH Y2KAaCoB, TOe U3-3a KaX0ro yriia BHIlaflaeT TO
CBeXKeyOMeHHBIN TOKOMHUYEK, TO TOJIbKO YTO OTKMHYBIIANCS IIPU3PaK - HaCTOJILKO
00eCKpOBJIEHHEIMU OBLIX JTUIla HEBUHHHIX XKePTB Ipou3Bosa [Ipenka Mo. CaMble CTOMKUE ellé
IepXKajuch, IpUOaBIeHHbIEe HE3PUMEIM TPY30M K 3eMJie, HO KOTfa B HeOe HaKOHEIl SBUJICS JTHK
BMHOBHUKA HHIHEIIHETO BECEJIbsI, COAUCh U OHMU.

[Tepsoiit CTapeiilinHa 9y Th MIPUIIYPHUIICS, TIBITASCh MONYYIle PasrisafeTh TPUOIUKaIerocs
«TOCTS», X He IT0OBEPHUJI COOCTBEHHEBIM I'Jla3aM: HeyXKelu 3TOT 000pBaHell ¢ BCKIIOKOYEHHBIMU
CeIVHAMHU U IlepelayKaHHBIM CcaXkeu JIUIOM - ero gaBellHuu apyr, [Ipemok Mo?! Het, BHEIIHOCTS U



aypa TOYHO IIpHHafJieXkalu eMy, Tofo0HOe HU C YeM He IepemnyTaelb, Ho... Ero crapumii 6paT Mo
BCerfga OBIJT CTPAIIHLIM ITENAaHTOM, er0 Ofiexk a IMpu JI00BIX 06CTOSATETILCTBAX COXPaHsIIa
0e3ynpeyHbId BUM, a CTPeMJIEHNe K YUCTOTe Oblyla 6/1M3Ka K OOEePKUMOCTH - TaK YTO K€ C HUM
IIPOU3OIIIIO cerndac?!

- Crapumi#t bpat Mo... - [Tephiii CTapelnrHa chea Iar Brepe, YToOh IIOPUBETCTBOBATh CBOETO
yynHOro gpyra, ogHako [Ipefok Mo, Ma3HyB 110 HEMY ITyCTHIM B3TJIAOM, BCKUHYI PYKY, CXBaTHUI
MYXKYUHY 3a TPYAKHY U TIOAHSI Haf 3emyel. Bropoit CrapeiiiirHa ObUT BO3MYILEH TOTOOHBIM
IIPOU3BOJIOM, HO He MOT ¥ CJI0Ba CKa3aTh, He ToBops yK 06 MMnepaTtope MuH. I[IpaBuTens CeBepHOTO
Mo MaJjo Toro, 4To caM 30POBO IOCTPaian OT YOUHCTBEHHON ayphl MOTYIIECTBEHHOI0 YyKaKa, TakK
elll€ ¥ 0Ka3aJICsl He B COCTOSTHUM XOTh KaK-TO ITOHSTh MPOXCXOMSIINEe: TOIBKO YTO 3TH [IBa TOYTEHHBIX
CTaplia B YHUCOH y0exXmanu ero, KakKve OHU APY3bs C 3TUM 0€3yMHBIM YYIOBHUINEM, K YTO EMY BOBCE
He 0 4eM I[lepexXuBaTh, OMHAKO yXKe B CIeQYIOIIUN MUT CaMblii MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIN YJIEH CEMbU
CroaHbioaHb 6€CIIOMOIITHO OPHITAeT HOTaMH B BO3TyXe, ¥ YTO-TO He TI0X0XKe Cue OeiCTBO Ha
IPUSTENbCKHE O0BITHS!
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«Tak ero, Tak! A Temneps eIl€ U MIBHIPHHU €r0 Kyfa-HuOyab Imofablie fa nodoibHee!» -
3710paficTBOBasa u3 cBoero 3akyTtka Cy JIo, mocBepKuUBas Ila3aMHu B 1IeJib MeXK 00JI0MKaMu
yepemnulsl. B Kou-To BEKU CTaphlll CyMacllIefnii e€ mopagoBas! YTo MoxXKeT OBITh IPUSTHEE
3penuilia, Iae OOUH €€ 3aKIISITHIM Bpar MyTY3UT APyTroro?

- Otma#t MHe e€! - rpy3Ho npoxpuren IIpegok Mo, OKuABIBasi BCEX BOKPYT HEHABUASIIAM B3TISIIOM U
naXke He JyMasi OTIIyCKaTh «CTaporo Apyra».

- Ctapmu#t Bpat Mo, 0 ueM THI? - BeIaBuI U3 ce0st ynbIOKy [Ipemok Mo - Kak OBl OH HU KMYHIICS
CBOUMH TaJlaHTaMU, CUJIIEHOK BEIPBATHCS U3 3axBaTa 00€3yMeBIIer0 MaMOHTa Ky/IbTUBAllUY HUKAK He
XBaTano. BEITh MOXKET, eMy YIacCTCSI JOTOBOPUTHCS - TOBOPST, C CyMaCIIeIINMHU JIy4llle He CIIOPUTD U
BO BCEM COTIJIalllaThCs, @ BUMOK y [IpenKa ObUI ¥ BOIPSIMb HEe CaMBIM afleKBaTHEIM.

VBEI, OH 1306pasl HeBEPHYIO TaKTUKY (BIPOUYEM, CYyIIeCTBOBaia I OHA B AHHOM CUTyalluu BOBCE?).
YoKHYTHIM CTapuKaH, C000pa3uB, UTO HUKTO HE TOPOIIUTCS CHUIO K€ CEKYH[y UCIIOJIHSITE €ro
TpeboBaHUe, [a elll€ ¥ CMEeI0T BOIIPOCH BCIKME HETIOHSITHHIE 3afjaBaTh, pa3rHeBasICs Iylile IPekHero
¥, CJIOBHO YCJIbIIIIaB OA3YKMUBaHUS OeBYIIKY, 3amycTusl [lepBoro CTapelnHy B KOPOTKUM Operomuii
nonetT. Hyma sxc-YeTBepTor Mucc pafoCTHO 3almena - MHOTO JIb YeJIOBEKY [OJI CYacThsl HyKHO?..
[TpaBma, meceHka 3Ta Oblna HemonTroM, 10O maxke B CUM HeXUTPOM felcTBe IIpemok Mo He MoOT He
IIOATaAUTh IOHOY LIMKUOHKe-HaTypaluCTKe: MyIIeHHbIN «CHapSAa» JeTesl IPIMUKOM Ha Ty CaMylo Kydy
KaMeHHBIX 00JIOMKOB, T'7Tle B TaHHBIM MOMEHT 3ajierjia oHa caMa! Ha KakKoi-TO MUT el B T'OJIOBY
CTpeJibHYJIa IajbHas MBICIIb, YTO Oe3yMell yKe BEIYUCIIUTI €€ MeCTonosioxkeHne. Ho HakaThIBaoIas
naHuKa OblJIa TYT XKe 3arjylieHa rojlocoM pa3yMa: ¢ mpobieMaMu clenyeT pa3dupaThbCs M0 Mepe uxX
noctymienus. ¥ B JaHHBIM MOMEHT OCHOBHOM Oefo¥ ObLJT Ha BCeX Iapax JEeTAIINN B Heé MyXK4YUHa He
CaMoro U3SIITHOTO TejociioxkeHus! [IpubaBUTh K €r0 Macce Tejla YCKopeHue, KOToOpoe Ipuman eMy
[Tpenok Mo - u nepcneKkTHBa IPEBPATUTLCS B KPOBaBYIO NEMENIKY npefcTana mepen Cy JIo Bo BCEM
CBOEM BeJIMKOJIENIMU. JTO B CIydae, eClIi OHA OCTAHETCS Ha TOM e MecTe. Exenu ke oHa
IpeIpUMeT IONBITKY YBEPHYTLCS, BeJIMKa BEPOSITHOCTD, YTO U3-3a IPOU3BEAEHHOrO LITyMa €€
o0HapyXaT - ¥ TOra ucxox OygeT HUYYTh He JIydllle ITPefbIayIIero...

Ho moka meByImIKa pa3MBIIUISIA, CTOUT JIU €U IPUHSATH TO030PHYI0, HO OBICTPYI0 CMEPTH, WJIN BCE XKe
PUCKHYTH U IPU3BaTh Ha IOMOILb TEXHUKY Tejenoprauuy, [Iepsriii CTapeliinHa yxe U caM
cunpaswics. Kak Tonpko [Ipegok Mo oTmycTun, HakKOHell, eT0 MaHTHIO, OH IIyCTPO CTPYIIUPOBACA H,
IIePEKYBHIPKHYBIINCH B BO3[yXe, n30€3Kajl CTOJIKHOBEHUS C YKPHITHEM 3Kc-HeTBepToi Mucc, nuib



KOHYMKAMHU IabIIeB HOT 3afleB TPYIE MyCcOpa, IIpexkae YeM TBEPHOO CTYIUTDb Ha 3eMiIio. M BCE On
3aKOHYHUJIOCh COBCEM XOPOIIO, ecyii OBl aKKypaT MO TOM CaMoii yepemnuiiell He CKPBIBAICs J100
IEBYIIKM - JaXke OT TaKOTO JIETKOTO KacaHus OHa U3 MOJIOKEHUS CUAS Ha KOPTOUKaX TyT XKe
3aBayinyiach Ha CMHY. biaro, Bcien 3a Hel MOCHIIAINCh U OCTallbHble KAMHY, a BCE BHUMaHUE
[TepBoro CtapedmuHbl OBITIO COCPenOoTOUYeHOo Ha [Ipegke Mo, Tak 4TO €€ 3MUYHOE MafeHre 0CTaIoCh
0e3 cBupeTenel.

U noka Cy Jlo MEBICIIEHHO pyrajach U IblTalach Kak MOXKHO OeCIIyMHee OTIIJIeBaThCS 0T HaOUBIIUXCS
B POT Ki1y60B by, [Ipemok Mo B3sinicst 3a Broporo Ctapetiimny. B 6yKBalbHOM CMEICIIE - TOT TOXKE,
BCJIe[] 3a Ha4abCTBOM, OKA3aJICsl B «IIOIBELIIEHHOM COCTOSTHUL».

- OTmait MHe e€! - CHOBA rapKHYJ YOKHYTHIN CTAPUK IIPSIMO B JIUII0 OHEMEBIIIEMY OT yKaca
Crapettimiae. OT 6eCKOHEYHOT0 ITOTOKA SHEPTUY, IeIMKOM HallpaBJIeHHOT0 Ha Hero, y 6efonaru
TI0JIOTIA/IUCh COCYAH 1 OapabaHHble TIEPENOHKY, OeqHOe JIUIO0 TYT Xe pa3yKpacuyioch MOTEKAMU
KpoBu. A TIpemok BCE He YHUMAJICS, TOTOBBIM ¥ 9TOTO JKAJIKOT0 YEJIOBEYHUINKY OTIIBEIPHYTH B CTOPOHY
- 3a IIOCJIEIHKE CYTKY OH 30POBO 0TpaboTas cell MpuéM II0 YMePIIBIEHHUI0 HEYTOOHEIX. - Beex
TIOpeIalo, eCIM BE MHE HE CKaXeTe, The OHa!

Btopoit CtapeiimrHa 13-3a OyIbKaloIel B ylllax KPOBU He MOT CJIBIIIATh €T0 YIPO3bl, HO CMBICTT €€
ObLT eMy TTOHATEH U 0e3 cJI0B. M BOT, TOPABIN CTAPUK, TaK KUUYUBIIUICS CBOUM MOTYIIIECTBOM U
BIACThIO eper TpeThet [IpuHIIECCOM, TPOMKO B3BEHLI, KajI00HO B3kIBas 0 MOMOIIH K [lepBoMy
Crapeimuse:

- Crapumit bpar, crmacu! Ckopee ke, Beipy4ait! Bens ITpemok Mo - TBo# crapiuii 6paT, pa3Be HET?
CKopee, TOMPOCHU €r0 OCTAaHOBUTHCS !
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