"Het! Trl He MOXKeIIb IPUUYUHUTEL eMy Bpen!" I'pelicoH HaKOHEI[-TO Hayasl oOpallaTh BHUMaHMe Ha To,
YTO FOBOPHIIA TPyIIa JII0Aeu.

"Paiiny, yiipu ¢ goporu! OH YHUUTOXKUJI MOIO IIJTaCTAHY popMupoBaHus! Tl 3Haelb, KaK AOJT0 MHE
IIPUXOUIIOCH KOMKTh, UTOOBI KyIUTh 3T0. ECniu g He yObio ero, 4To OyOeT CO BCeMU 3TUMHU rofaMu
TsKenou pabotsl!" CTapuK IPOAOJKal THEBHO KPUYaTh.

IIHeT! n

“TloueMy THI BCTaellb y Hac Ha myTu?" HakoHel], ITOAoIIes MyK4YMHa CPeIHUX JIET, KOTOPHIX Opacs C
JIronmem. OH cy3ui ry1a3a B MBIC/IAX, I10s Ha ['peiicoHa, a IOTOM BEePHYJICA K MOJIOLOMY YeJIOBEKY,
Paiinu. "TBoit BKyc u3Menuics? OH He [T0X0XK HU Ha OgHY OOTruHIO..."

YCBInIaB 9TH CJI0BA, MOJIOOY YeJIOBEK KAIIISHY U OPEI3HYJ B HEBEPHE.

"3a KOro THl MeHs IPUHUMaeIh? S He Ha3kIBalo ero Moei O0THHEeH, 51 TOBOPIO O [IeBYIIKe, KOTOpPas
cIlacjia MeHsI, KOTHa 9Ta I'pyIa BpaxecKux OaHAUTOB THalach 3a MHOW Yepe3 I'PaHuIlbl 3BepUHOM
Wwmnepuu. Tl Beob IOMHUIIE, KaK s TOBOPUII 00 3ToM, Ha?!"

"KoHeuHo, THI ObI Openun 00 3Toi geByIIKe 6€30CTAaHOBOYHO C TeX ITOP, KaK HAKOHEeI-TO BEePHYJICS.
ME&r TakKe GrarogapHEHL 3a TO, YTO OHA CHeJaia, TakK KakK Thl 3HAEIb, YTO MBI YYBCTBOBAIH Ce0st
OMyCTOIIEHHBIMY, yMasi, YTO TH yMep Torfaa. Kakoe OTHOIIEHWE OHA UMEeT K TOMY, UTO THI
TIBITAEINbCS CIIACTU 3TOT0 MaJlbuMKa IMpsiMo ceryac?" Ha 9TOT pa3 MyCKynIHUCTas XKeHIIUHA
3aroBOpuIIa, IBHO COUTAS C TONKY.

"On noxox Ha Hee! OHH, MOMKHO OBITH, POACTBEHHUKHU." OH HayaJl TOBOPUTh. Temeps Ovla ouepensb
['peiicoHa 4yBCTBOBaTh ce0s1 COUTHIM C TONKY. Ha Koro oH 1moxoxk? O KOM OHU TOBOPST?

"TlomoxK Oy, 4TO TH TOBOPUIL?" ['PENCOH TOBOPUII, YYBCTBYS cebs Me30pHeHTUPOBaHHEIM. Ero BOIOCH
BEPHYINCH B OeJIbIH I[BET, a Tla3a ObIIM M3HAa4aabHO CBETIIO-GuosieToBble. Korma Paimu ornmsgHymcs
Ha3afl, OH IIOHSJI, YTO BCe U3MEHHUJIOCh, U Telephb He ObLJI TaK YBEPEH, KaK paHbIIle.

"¢1... 4 OBLN MOMMAaH B JIOBYIIKY TPYIIIION BpaXkKeCcKuX 6AHIUTOB B 3TOM paiioHe, KOTOPhIe XOTeH
OTOMCTHUTH 3@ TO, UTO MOU APY3bs U30WIM MX. MBI B3SI7TM KOHTPOJIb HAfl 3TUM PaiOHOM Ha HEKOTOpPOe
BpEMsI, HO TaM ITOBCIOAY TOHHHEI OaHOUTCKUX I'PYIII, ITOTOMY YTO 3aKOH HOBOJIBHO MSTKUH. { moman B
CXeMy MeCTH U B uTore cbexain B 3sepunyio VMrepuio, Ho OB TAKEJIO paHeH. B urore 4 yman B
00MOpPOK B HE3HAKOMOM JIECY, a KOT/Ia IPOCHYJICS, TO CTONKHYJICS JIULIOM K JIUIy C MOel OOTHHEH.
WcuenuB MeHs1, OHa TUXO YIIIJIa, ¥ Y MEHS He 0CTaBaJI0Ch MHOTO BHIOOpA, KaK BEPHYTHCS CIOfa. ITO
ObLII0 BCETo Iapy MecsIeB Ha3afl, Tak YTO ee JIULO BCe ellle CBexee B Moel rojioBe! f 3Ha10, YTO He
omrmbatock. OHa OYeHb ITOX0XKa Ha Tebs, mpaBaa, KIgHych. Hy... Temeps s He Mory ObITh yBepeH... Ho
Korfa y Tebs ambGuiiCKre BOJIOCH U 3TH Cephle I'1a3a, Bhl, pe0siTa, BEITIAAUTE TaK TOX0XKUMHU ITOYTH
Ha Onm3HeNoB..." B KoHIle KOHIIOB, OH HayaJl 0TCTaBaTh, TAK KakK yXKe He ObLJI TOTHOCTHIO YBEPEH.
YepTHl THIIA BCE eIl BRITTISIENN 0YeHb IIOX0KKUMHY, TOJIBKO BOT MaJTbYMK Iepel HUM He BHITIISIIeNn
31pdOoM, KakK ero cracuTesb. TeM He MeHee, TOT[ia, YTo 3T0 OblJI0 u3MeHeHue paHblne? He 3Has Bcel
HCTOPHH, OH, KaXKeTCsI, He MOT IIOHSITh, YTO TOJILKO YTO IIPOU30III0. ETro Tesmo mpocTo



dBTOMATH4Y€CKHU OTpearupoBasiO paHbIlle, KOTr'da OH YBHUOEJ 3TO JIUIIO. Kak cmacuTenb cBOeH XKHU3HY,
OH BBRITPABHUIJI €€ YEPTHI B €0 CO3HAHNH ITOJITHOCTBIO.

"MeBymka"? KTo moxox Ha MeHsd? InbduiicKue BoJIOCH... Ceprle rina3a?" 'peiCOH MOT TOIBKO B3SITh
BCIO 3Ty MHGOPMAIIUIO U HavaTh AejlaTh CBOM COOCTBEHHbIE BBIBOAKL. OqHAKO, YeM OOJIbIlle OH qyMall
00 aToM, TeM 6ojiee B3BOJIHOBAHHBEIM OH CTAHOBHUJICS. BHIIO TONMBKO [iBa 6paTa U CeCTPHI, KOTOPHIE B
WTOTEe CTaJId IT0X0XKH Ha ero MaTh. HUKTO 13 ero 6paTheB He yHAC/Ie[0Bal 3NbQUICKYIO
POIOCIIOBHYIO, TOJIBKO [IBE €r0 CTapllre CeCTPhl: ero BTopas cecTpa U Inecras cecTpa. 9TOT MOJIOAOU
4YeJI0BeK CKa3aJl, UYTO OHU BRITJISIAENIY [T0X0KUMH, ¥ YTO OHU ITIO3HAaKOMUJIUCEH HelaBHO. Ero BTOpas
cecTpa Oblyta mpuMepHo Ha 10 neT crapiie ero. XoTs Te, y KOro POOCIOBHASA 3/1b(OB, BHTIISAETN
Me[IJIeHHO, OHa BCe PaBHO He MOJI2KHa Oblyla IOXOOUTh Ha HEero, TeM 6oJiee, YTO OHa He Oblia MOTHEIM
anbdoM. K sTOMy BpeMeHU OHa [OJIKHA, [10 KpaliHel Mepe, BHTIIAOeTh KaK 3peiasd MojIofas
JKEeHIIHA 3a [BaflaTh, HO ['pelicoHy Bce elle ObIJIO YeTHIPHAALATh. EMy ellle IpeCcTOs/I0 BHPACcTH B
TIOJTHOCTBIO 3PEJIble YEPTHL. Y HEero OBIIO OILIYIIEeHUe, YTO €CJIM 3TOT MOJIOOM YeJI0BeK IIpaB, TO OH,
MOJKHO OBITH, BCTPETUIT CBOIO IIECTYI0 CecTpy B 3BepuHoi Ummepuu! MoeH cka3as eMy, 4TO ero
ImecTas CecTpa BCero Ha [iBa rofia CTaplie ero, TOJIbKO OH He 3Hajl 0 Held HU4ero Apyroro, Kpome ee
Bo3pacTa. [lyMas o mepcreKTuBe 3HaKOMCTBa C 0OJIbIIel YacThio CBOel ceMbt, I'pelicoH
IIOYYBCTBOBAJI BOCTOPT OT TAKOTO CYACTIMBOTO CTEUYEHUS 00CTOSITEIHCTB.

"I'me ToI ee Bumen?!" BBICTPO NBITAsICh BCTATh U MOLOUTHU K MOJIOOMY YeJI0BEKY, ' DeliCOH B KOHIlE
KOHIIOB CIIOTKHYJICSI ¥ OTCTYIUI. TOJIBKO TOTIa OH, HaKOHELl, TOYYBCTBOBAJI, UTO €T0 IeBoe 6enpo

MCTeKaeT KPOBbIO OT PaHHEN aTaku KMHXKasa. [1olenoBaBmuch OT 60/IM, OH CHSJI KMHKaJl U Hadall
HCLEISITh ce0s CBOeH JIETKOM MaTrue.

"Ter B mopsimke?" Paiau ORICTPO mOmoIes ¢ 6eCIIOKOMCTBOM, OYEBHIHO, PACIPOCTPAHHUIICS 10 €T0
yepTaM. HecMOTps Ha TO, UTO OH He OBLI IIOJTHOCTHIO YBEPEH B TUYHOCTU MaJIbulKa, OH He MOT He
0eCIIOKOUTLCS, KOTIa OH YBUAET 3TO JIUIIO.

YBumeB, 4TO ero paHa OBICTPO 3aKPEHIIACE, ['peiicoH oOpaTwiI BHUMaHKe Ha MOJIOJOTO YyejoBeka. " B
TIOpPSIOKe, HO THe Thl BUIEN 9Ty AeBYIIKY? Thl yBEPEH, UTO OHa IT0X0xka Ha MeHs? CKOJIbKO el ObIsIo
net? Y Tebs ecTh poTorpadusi?" JIerko BHIKMHYB U3 TOJIOBH CBOU paHHl, [ P3liCcoH 00CTpensn
MOJIOZIOTO YejioBeKa Bompocamu. OH YyBCTBOBAJ JKejlaHKe HaWTu 0OJIbIle CBOEW CEMbH, U OH 3HATI,
yTo MiIeH Takxke Hafesscs HauTy 00Jbllle CBOeH ceMbH CHOBa. Eciu Ovl OHa He OblNla BEIHYKIEeHa
OCTaThCS C ceMbel Argentum, oHa, BEPOSITHO, Y2Ke yIITa ObI ¥ OTIIPABUIACh HA WX IOUCKH.
OueBUOHO, YTO Y HUX V BCeX OBITM OIpPenesieHHbIe MeCTa, Ky[la OHU HOJIKHBI ObIIM OTIIPABUTLCS, HO
OBLII0 HEYBEPEHHO, KTO Ha caMoM fefie oOpasics 0o 3TUX MeCT. JOeM Jorafianach, YTO OHA, UX
IIecTasi CecTpa, ¥ OH, BEPOSITHO, ObUIM XyAIIKMU U3 OpaTheB U CeCTEP, TaK KaK UX OXpaHa U JINUHBIE
CHUIIHI ellle He BRIpocnu. Ero crapmieMy 6paTy ObIIO y2Ke TPUHAAIATh JIET, KOTa KOPOIEBCTBO YIIao,
1 JfeM yTBepPK[all, YTO OH OBIJT IPOOBUHYTEHIM MaroM TPEThero YPOBHS Ha TOT MOMEHT. D&M TOIbKO
Hayvaj YYUTHCS Maru¥ B TOT MOMEHT, ¥ €ro IIecTast CecTpa He yYusIach, IIoKa OH OYKBaJIbHO POMUIICS
B TOT [IEHb.

"fl... 1 He yBepEH, BH HE BHITIAAENN TakK PaHbllle, HO IIPOCTO COPBAB YEPTHI IULAa U CTPYKTYPY, BH
IeNCTBUTEILHO ITOX0XKHY Ha Hee." BHUMaTeNbHO U3y4uB IUI0 ['peiicoHa, MOJIOmoN YemoBeK O elle
6omnee yBepeH. XOTsI BOJIOCH U IIBET I'1a3 OBIIM Pa3HBIMU, MX JIMIAa BCe PABHO ObIIM 0YEHb ITOXOXKHU.
OpHako nepen HUM OBITT SBHO MajIb4YUK, ¥ OH 3HaJI, UTO ero 60TUHS - JeBoyKa. Korpa oH elile OB B
rIy0OKUX pasMBIIIIEHUAX, Paliyii BOPYT IOHSJI, YTO BOJIOCH U I'Ila3a Majdb4yuKa Ilepef HUM CHOBa



n3MeHuInch. OH yYBHUOEJI KPDACUBBEIE CEPBIE I'NIa3d U CUAIOIINE HHaTI/IHOBO-CepeﬁpHHBIe BOJIOCEHL. B
OllelIeHEHNWH OH ITIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK €Tr0 CepAlie OCTaHAaBJIMBAETCH, BUAA TaKO€ 3HAKOMOE€ JIHITO.

"Temeps 51 O0OJIbIIIE ITOX0XKa Ha Hee?" cmpocull ['peiicoH, HO OH YBUAEJ, YTO MOJIOHOM YeJI0BeK Iepen
HUM 3aCTPSJI B Me4Tax. XMyphIii, OH He MOT He YyBCTBOBATh Ce0s1 HEJIOBKO, BUIS TAKOM 3BE3OHBIN
B3TJISI[, HAalTpaBJeHHbIM Ha Hero. Cierka npoyuillas ropio, OH CIpocun eile pa3s. "Hy?"

"A?"...O! Ha! Tel BRITISOUIIL B TOUHOCTH KaK oHa!"

KuBHYB romoBou mnociuie noareepxKaeHus Pauny, ['peiicoOH pa3pemus CBoel ApaKOHber POOOCIOBHOU
CHOBa JOMUHUPOBaTh. OH MOHAJI, YTO €CJIX OH II03BOJIUT OOHOU POLOCIIOBHOU B3STh BEPX, €r0 YePTH
Y TUYHOCTH U3MEHSITCS BMecTe C HUMH. Kak u ceifdac, ero MBIIIIH cTany 0ojiee onpeieIeHHbIMHY, a
POCT ero Tena OB HEMHOTO BHIIIIE, HaXKe 3TO HeOOBbICHUMOE CTpPeMIIEHHEe K KPOBOIIPOJIUTHIO U
Hacunuio npobyauno B HeM. Ero KpoBh ipakoHa Onlna ropa3zno 6omee xKeCTOKOM U UHCTUHKTUBHOM,
YyeM ero HopMaJlbHasi IMYHOCTh. B TO BpeMsi Kak ero anb¢puiickas KPOBb YMEHbIIAa eTr0 TeJo U
Ienasna ero 4epTh 6oyee X KeHCTBEHHBIME, OH YyBCTBOBAJI BHYTPEHHUM IMOKOM, KOTOPHIK OBII CIerka
XOJIOOHBIM ¥ allaTUYHBIM, KaK OyITO BCe [JIs HEr0 KaK-TO MeHbIlle 3Ha4YusI0. YeM GosbIie
pomocioBHas 60ponach BHYTPHU HETO, TeM 0ojiee SMOLMOHANIBHO U GU3UYECKH HEYCTOWUYUBHIM OH
craHoBuscs. C maxe ero sMOLKK ¥ HOPMaJIbHOE OTHOIIEHNE IToCTpafaiy, ['pericon 6ecIioKoucs o
TOM, YTO KaKMM-TO 00pa30M IOTEePSITh YaCTH CBOETO IepBOHAYaIbHOTO "sI".

K HacTosmeMy BpeMeH#, 60pb0a MOTHOCTHIO IPeKpaTUIach, U TPU OPYrux OaHOUTA TOYYBCTBOBAJIH
cebst 6e3amornBHEIMU. [axe JIromui 1 XaJKpeM He MOTJIM IIOBEPUTH B TO, YTO IIPOUCXOMMIIO. I'pericoHa
u Paiinu 3acocaio B ux COOCTBEHHBIM MUP, KOTTa OHY TOBOPHUJIM, ¥ OHU TIOJIHOCTHIO 3a0bIH 00
OCTAJIbHBIX JTIOMISIX, KOTOPHIE MOTJIA TOJIbKO HEJIOBKO CTOSITh PSIIOM.

"XM... IToxoxKe, 9TOT MaJbuyMK JeHCTBUTEIIBHO MOXKET OBITh POOCTBEHHUKOM cracutesnst Paimu. Kak
HacuyeT 3TOro, ctTapuk? Bce ere xoyewb 0oTOMCTUATE?" [lox0XKe, MyXKYVMHA CPEIHUX JIET [IOBEPUII B
cnoBa Paiinu, mo3ToMy OH IIOCMOTpEJI Ha CTapruka B YePHOM, TaK KaK y Hero Obljila caMasi 00JIbIIast
HeNpus3Hb. M MyK4YnHe CPeIHUX JIeT, ¥ XKEHIIuHe ObIJI0 BCE PAaBHO, IPOMOJIKAT OHU APATHCS UITH
HeT. TaM OBUTM TOHHBI KapaBaHOB, Y KOTOPHIX MOXKHO OBIJIO YKPACThb, He 00513aTeIbHO, YTOOB OHU
OBLTM UMEHHO M3 9TOT0 KapaBaHa.

"Qy... 4... gymaro, s MOTy OTIIYCTUTH 3T0." O4eHb HEJOBOJIbHBIN, CTAPUK BCE-TAKU CyMeJl BHIILTIOHYTh
3THU CJIOBa Yepe3 CBOU CKpexKelleHHbIe 3yOnl. UTo ObI HU rOBOpUIM 0 OaHAMTAX, 3Ta TPYIIIa Bcerma
3a00THIIack APYT O APYTe, KaK CeMbsI, TAK YTO OH 3HaJI, KOT{la HY2KHO ITIOYYBCTBOBATh 6JIarolapHOCTh
K CIIACHTEJIIO YJIeHa CBOel ceMbH. [laxke ecii 9TOT MaJIbUHK OBII COBEPIIIEHHO He CBSI3aH C HEM, OH
He XOTeJl pUCKOBaTh, TaK KakK Paliy KaxXeTcs HaCTOJIbKO YBEPEHHBIM, YTO 3TOT Y€JI0BEK BBITTIAOUT
TOYHO TakK ke, Kak oHa. C ero KpailHUM yBJIeUeHHUEM 3TOU JeBYIIKOM, KaK OH MOT OIIUOUTHCS?
[ToaTOMY OH peIn MPOTJIOTUTh CBOE HecyacThe. Bcerga MoXKHO KYIIUTh ellle OOHY IIaCTUHY [T
dbopMUDPOBaHUS...

"O? Trl crnblliana 3To, goporas? Crapias cecTpa 6osbllle He IOMXKHA CCOPUTHCS ¢ TOOOM. [ToueMy OB
HaM He MTOBECENTUTLCS MMO-Apyromy?" YCibiias, YTO CTApUK GBI TOTOB BCE OTIYCTUTh, MYCKYJTUCTAs
JKeHIIWHA PajoCTHO YIRIOHYIach, Korma 6bICTPO mocMoTpesia Ha XanmkpeM. ITocre Toro, Kak oHa
3aKOHYHJIa TOBOPUTh, OHA KOKETJIMBO IIOJMUTHYJIA U 00/113asa ryosl, MoKa MPaKTUYeCKHu He



IIOYYBCTBOBAJIA €r0 I'yia3aMu. OTBpaTI/ITeHBHO, XaHerM ITOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK B HEM HapPaCTaeT
TOIIHOTA.

"Baxaxa, oCylIai, 4YTO TOBOPUT KpacuBas KeHIMHa, XajakpeM! JIMUHO s 4yBCTBYIO, UTO BaM JBOUM
cyXkpeHo Obls1o OBITh. HacTosiiel cinukoi, co3ganHor Ha HeOecax". HenpusiTHo cMesich, JTionui He
MOT He IOCMEeSIThCS Hap Cymb0oi XanmkpeMa. CxKuMas 4eloCcTh, XaJKpPeM BRICTPENUI JIouuycy B
rna3a. BHe3amHo OH UCKpeHHEe COYYBCTBOBAJ CBOeMy OaromeTenio. HeyouBUTeIbHO, YTO OH BCeraa
XOTeJl MOOUTh 9TOr0 KoTa. [Jaxke OH YyBCTBOBAJI, KaK ero pyka 600/IuT, 4TOOH IIPOCTO YOAPUTH 10
CapKaCTUYEeCKHU BBHITTIAASAINIEMY JIUITY, KOTOPO€e BCerfga TOBOPUJIO TaK HEHaBUCTHO.

B To BpeMs Kak [pyrue Hadaau TOBOPUTH HOPMaJibHO, ' PECOH BMECTO 3TOT0 IIPOHOJIKA
mornpalnuBaTh Paiinu 3a orBeTaMu. OgHAKO, OH OBICTPO IOHSIJ, YTO 3TOT MOJIOOOM YeJI0BEK
OEeVCTBUTEILHO HUYEro He 3HaJl. ITa TauHCTBEHHAs [EBYIIKA JIeunya ero TPaBMEl BO BpEMEHHOM
oMe, HO B Ty MUHYTY, KOTJa OHa II04YyBCTBOBaJIa, YTO OH JOCTATOYHO BHI3OOPOBEII, OHA MOJT4a VIIIa,
He CKa3aB HU CJIoBa. Bce BpeMs, MOKa OHU OBUIM BMECTE, OHA TaK:Ke T'OBOPHJIa BCETO Iapy CJOB, U
9TO0, KaK IIpaBUJIo, OBIJI0O CBOET'0 Poga KOMaHIOM BO BpeMs JledeHusI. Paiiy cka3aja, 4YTo oHa Owlia
O4YeHb XOJIOMHOW OEeBYIIKOM, KOTOpas BHIILIA U3 ce0si 0eCuyBCTBEHHOM U HecolnanbHol. OgHako, B
OTJIHYMe OT BHEIITHETo BMOa, OHa BCe PaBHO Clacalia He3HaKOMIla U Jieuna ero, Tak 4to Paiinu
BCerfa Bepuja, YTO BHYTPU OHa Oblsla MATKOCepAeyHou u mobpoii. KuBHyB, ['pelicOH BHUMATEIBHO
ciyinas, Kak Paiinu Opedun o CBoel Tak Ha3biBaeMou OoruHe. Kak 6bI OH HU OB CYACTIIUB
YCIIBIIIaTh HOBOCTb O KOM-TO, KTO IIOTEHIIMAJIbHO MOT OBl CTATh €r0 CeMbel, OH TaKiKe ObLT TOTHOCTHIO
pa3oyapoBaH TeM, YTO eMy, BEPOSTHO, Oy[eT Upe3BblUualiHO TPYMHO HaiTH ee. HaCcKOIbKO BemrKa
ovta Mmmepus Yymosui? KTo Mor OBITH YBEPEH, UTO OHa TOXKE TaM OCTaHeTcsA? Bo3aMoxkKHO, OHa
IIPOCTO IMpoe3xkKaa Yepe3 MMmepuio mo genam.

B3moxHyB, OH ITOYYBCTBOBAJI, UTO [OJIKEH OBITH paf JTI0OBIM HOBOCTSIM. MozKeT ObITh, Cyabba cBela
OBl UX BMECTE, ¥ eMy faXe He MPUIIUIOCH OBl UCKATh. TeXHUYECKH, OH BCE PABHO BCTPETHIICS C
WpmeHoM, XOTS OHM Haya/lu TakK HajeKo APYT OT Apyra. B KoHIle KOHIIOB, XKW3Hb MTPUBEJIA €T0 IIPSIMO K
ceMbe Argentum, HeCMOTPS Ha TO, YTO OBITM THICSYM OPYTUX MYyTEH, 10 KOTOPEIM OH MOT OBI IIOHUTH.

"¢l He yBepeH, 4TO 4YeJIOBEK, 0 KOTOPOM BHI TOBOPUTE, NEUCTBUTEJIBHO MOU POACTBEHHUK. Mos ceMbs
pacrnasnach Ha pa3Hble YaCTH KOHTHHEHTa, KOTfa s ObLI COBCEM MaJIeHbKHMM, II09TOMY 51 HE COBCEM
yYBEPEH, KaK BHITJISAOAT YIEHB MOEU CeMbU. TeM He MeHee, 4eJI0BeK, KOTOPOIo BEL OIIMCAaly, B
HEKOTOPOU CTENEHU COBIAfaEeT C MOeH 1IecTol cecTpol, TeM 6ojiee, YTO OHA ITOX0XkKa Ha MeHs. OHa
TaKXe MOXKeT OBITh COBEPIIEHHO He3HaKOMOU MHe. Tl yBepeH, UTO X04elllb 3alllUTUTh MeHs?"
['peiicoH Ha caMOM [iejie YyBCTBOBAJI ce0s TPOHYTHIM 3TUM OAHOKUTOM, KOTOPHIM PEIIHII ero
3allUTUTD, Y€JIOBEKOM, KOTOPOI'0 MOXKHO OBIJIO TOJIBKO ITOA03PEBATh B CBSI3IX CO CBOUM CIIaCUTEJIEM,
TaK 4TO B UTOTe OH He CTaJl iraTb. B KakOM-TO CMEICJIE, Painu cmac €My XKU3Hb, TaK KaK 3TOT CTaPUK
cobuparics youts ['peiicoHa, moKa oH ObUT HefleecmocobeH 13-3a npobiieM ¢ KpoBkio. [17110C, OH He
6ecnokourcs 06 3Toi rpyIe, faxe eciy OHU PEIIXIU HamacTh B 1060M ciydae. OHU He ObUH
IOCTATOYHO CUJIbHEI, YTOOBI YOUTHL €ro U ero Apy3el, ToyHee OBITIO CKa3aTh, YTO OHU OBLIM PaBHHL.

"AX, Hy, €CJIi YEeCTHO, 5 IPOCTO He MOTY 3aCTaBUThL ce0s CMOTPETh, KaK KTO-TO yapsieT 10 JIUIY,
KOTOPOE TaK II0X0Xke Ha e€". M0XHO CKa3aTh, YTO Te0Oe IMMOBE3JI0, YTO THI BHITJISIAUIID TaK II0X0XKeE, U,
MOXKeT OBITh, MHE ITPOCTO He MTOBE3JI0, YTO CEeTOMHSIIHSS MUIIeHb TaK II0X0XKa Ha MO0 OOTHHIO.



IyMalo, 9TO IIPOCTO 03HAYAET, YTO MHE MPUAETCS IOTPYOUTHCS, YTOOR HAKUTH eIle OOUH GOJIbIION
y7oB..." TTocmegHmii pa3 B3TJISTHYB Ha JIUIIO I'peiiCOHa, MOJIOO! YeI0BEK MPOCTO B3MOXHY U Hadasl
YXOMHUTb.

YBupes, Kak Paiinu yien, octanbHble 0aHOUTH TOCTIEN0BaIM €T0 IPUMePY. MyCKyrucTas KeHIInHa
He 3a0bl/Ta TOIMUTHYTh U YIApPUTh MTOCTIEIHUM II0IeJIyeM B HallpaBlneHuun XankpeMma. YyBCTBYs
XOJIOOHYIO OPOKb BHU3 110 MIO3BOHOYHMKY, XaJIKpeM OBICTPO OTJISTHYJICS U IOMOIIe)T, YTOOR
IIPOBEPUTH COCTOSIHUE ['pericoHa.

"Benedunuap, TH B mopsgke?"

"MwM. { B mopsigke. T paHbl OLICTPO 3aXKUIH."

"Trl mpaBfa AyMaellsb, YTO OH BCTPETHUJI TBOK CecTpy?" JIIIuY TaKXKe MOAOLIeN U CIIPOCUIIL.

"¢l mercTBUTENILHO HE MOTY OLIThH YBepeHa. B 3ToM Mupe MHOTO COBIafeHUM, MOXKET OBITh, OHA
IIPOCTO I0X0Xka Ha MeHs. Ho MHe X0Tenoch Okl BEPUTh, YTO 9TO MOS cecTpa. Hameioch, MBI
CTOJIKHeMCS C Hel B 3BepuHoi MMnepun, Tak g 6ymy yBepeH".

"BriaromeTenb, S MOTY IOCIPAIIUBaTh Te0s, €CIIM X0Uelllh, KaK TOJIbKO Mbl BEPHEMCS B 3BEPUHYIO
Vimmepuio. 51 4yBCTBYIO, YTO JTt000M C ee BHEIIHOCTBIO U pacoy Obll Obl peikKuM. XOTs, 51 He YBEPEH,
[acT JIK 9TO pPe3ylbTaT WK HeT. IMIepus CIUIIKOM BeJMKa, YTOOH BCe ee 3HANU. ECTh TOHHEI
3BEpe U maxe OPYTHUX pac, KOTOPHE XUBYT B YyEAUHEHUU B HEOOMTaeMbIX MECTaxX BOKPYT UMIEpUn".

"¢ moHmMaro. 91 0CTaBII0 3TO Ha BOJIIO CyAbOBI, €CITM CMOT'Y BCTPETUTHLCS C Hel. f He OyOy IMbITAaThCS
(dbopcrupoBaTh 3TOT BOIIPOC, ONHAKO, Y MEHS €CTh TOHHBI BEI[ell M MECT, KOTOpPhIE HY2KHO YBUOETh, U A
He MOTY X[aTh B UMIIepuU 3Bepel BeuHo". Moell caMoli 60/IbIIIOoN 11eJbI0 OyIeT KyIuTh
YcnokauBawmuit GpykKT u OLICTPO IPOPBATHCS Ha YPOBEHb MarucTpa. C TeueHrneM BpeMeHU KPOBHBIM
KOH(DJIMKT CTaHOBUTCS BCE XyXKe U XyKe. MHe HYKHO pelleHre B OnuxKaiiee BpeMs, nHaue s 0ymy
IIOJIHOCTBIO YSI3BUM, KaK paHbllle, B C/IydallHble MOMEHTHI".
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