I'peiicoH m00uI CMOTPETh Ha CBOIO (JIEHTY MOCTIe TOro, KakK CHesas ee. B KaKkoM-TO CMEBICTIE, OHA
YyBCTBOBAJa CBSI3b C HUM, TaK KakK OH ORI TE€M, KTO chefa ee. MaHHa C TPaBIOPH COeUHSIIIa
BOJIIIEOHEIM MHCTPYMEHT C ero JyXoM, Kak OyITo Kycodek ero OblT 0THeNeH oT Hero. K Tomy
BPEMEHH, KOTMla OH 3aKOHYHUJ (JIeHTY, OH 3a0BI/, UTO MECsI] 3aKaHYMBAETCS BCKOPE, ¥ OPOCUTT
KOHKYPC KapTHH B €T0 CO3HAHUH.

OH momien Ha ApyT¥e CBOU YPOKH M IIPOMOJIKAJ IPaKTUKOBATh CBOIO Maruio, KOraa MMUCbMO BHE3AITHO
npubsi. Eme pas, Jlain momobpan ero u mpudexkan B o0mmexuTre. Bckope ['peiicoH B35 TUCEMO B
PYKH ¥ yBUEN Ha 00paTHOM CTOPOHE XKUPHbIE 30JI0Thie OYKBHI, HallMCaHHbIE KPACUBLIM HIPUGTOM
"XKusonucHas accounauus [lanuu". Cepaue B ropie, pyka I'peiicoHa crnerka gpoxasa, Korja OH
Me[IJIEHHO pa3phIBajl MUChMO. Pa3BepHYB IIepraMeHT, OH Ha MTHOBEHUE OCTaHOBUIICS, 605ICh
IOCMOTPeTh. UyBCTBYS ce0sT paCCTPOEHHBIM, TS Ha HEro Tak JoJro, JIa#i mpoCTo CXBATHI
IIMCHMO, YTOOBI TPOYUTATh €T0 BMECTO 3TOro. [Iocyie 3TOTro ero Mo 3aXKII0Ch, ¥ OH 00HS
I'peiicoHa.

"Tet cmenan 9To! Thl mepBoiit! [IpsgMo 3mech HanmucaHo: "MaTepuHCKas yabI0Ka 3aHsyia IIepBoe MeCTO
TI0CJIe MONTHX pelleH3u". f 3Ha, 4To y Tebs monydutcs! 'oBOPST, 4TO 4epes3 2 HeleNlnu TH HOIKeH
II0IIaCTh B CTOJIMILY [JIS1 HarpaXAeHus U Ipa3gHoBaHuA". ['pelCOH IIOYyBCTBOBaJI CBOE UCTUHHOE
BOJIHEHUE U TEIIJI0 VIBIOHYICS.

Bes Bcskux ycunuit ero mobema Ha KOHKYpPCe BCKOPe PaclpoCTPAHUIIACh HA ero YUUTesel, U OH
TOJTYYHJI Ky4y CepaedHBIX [T03IpaBiIeHni. YBUIEB HEKOTOPHE MajleHbKue MOgapKy, OH
TIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO Yy HETO 3[I€Ch NEHCTBUTENILHO €CTh ceMbsi. Ho uem 6oJIbIlle OH YyBCTBOBAI MX
TEIJI0, TeM OOJIbIlle CKyYall 0 IepKBHU U cecTpe JIumu. OH pelw, YTo ociie BO3BPAIIeHUsT U3
CTOJIMIIEI OH ITOCETHUT IIePKOBb U OTHACT cecTpe JIumu cBou cOepexkeHus, 4TOOk OHa MOTJIa
OTPEMOHTHPOBATH 3[IaHUE LIEPKBU.

B pasrap nmoarotroBku, ['peiicoHa mpepBas HeJIOBKO BHITTISAAIIN JIai. B TeueHne yaca uid 0K0Jjo
toro, JIain mogomuiesn K HeMy, TakK 4YTO CKaXXHUTe YTO-HUOYIb, HO 3aTeM IOAyMaJsl IPOTUB 3TOT0 U
oTBepHYyJcs. Habmiomas 3a TeM, KaK OH BO3BpalllaeTcs Tyaa u 00paTHO, BCKOpe pacctpoul ['pelicoHa,
TaK YTO OH, B KOHIIe KOHIOB, BEICKA3aJICH.

"Ou, Jlain, B uéM mesno? Thl MOXKeITh IPOCTO CKa3aTh MHe." JIaliyl OCTaHOBUJICA Ha CEKYHAY, Ipexke
YeM CeiaTh TTyOOKHUH BOOX.

"BooGe-To, I'peli, s xouy mompocuts Tebs 00 omoskeHun". 9 MPOCTO yBepeHa, 4To 3TO TeOs
PacCTPOUT, TaK YTO S HE YBepeHa, YTO MOIKHA TPOCUTH".

"Hy, HuKOTa He 3Haelllb. MoxeT, 51 He Oyy 3MUThCS, TaK YTO ITo4eMy Okl Tebe ITPOCTO He CIIPOCUTH
cHadama."

"Hy, st mogymar, He MOT OBl 51 BOCIIOJIb30BaThCS TBOEH BHEIIHOCTHIO..."



IIXM?II

"WTak, MHE MOXKET IIOHaAOOUThLCS, YTOOH! Thl HAPSTUJICS [IEeBYLIKOH..." - Tpo6GOPMOTa OH.

IIA?II

"MHe HyKHO, YTOOBI THl HapsAUIach AeByuIKon!" HakoHel-To oH Habpasicsi CMeJIOCTH CKa3aTh.

"TeBymKkou? 3aueM s TeOe HykHa? [louemy OBl TeOe IPOCTO HE CIIPOCUTH AeBYIIKY?" [TbITasACh
yaoepKaTh B cebe TeMIlepaMeHT, KOTOPbI BOT-BOT BCIIBIXHET, OH IIPOMOJIXKaJl CIIPaIlXBaTh, IOTOMY
YTO 3HaJ, 4To JIaiin He OyeT cipaliuBaTh 0e3 MPUYUHEL.

"Hy, THI ke 3Haellb 0 MUCCUSIX AKageMuH, fa, I'pei?" 'peiicoH KuBHyI. Muccuu AKageMuu Oblin
TIEPEYUCIIEHH B OHOM U3 T'JIaBHBIX 3MaHUN UCKITIOYUTENBHO IIsT MUCCUU. OOBIYHO 3TO OBLIM MECTHBIE
po6JieMbl, HO MHOTIa OBIJTM OTPOMHBIE MUCCUM, KOTOPHIE BKJIIOYAJU B ce€051 OOMBIIYI0 TEPPUTOPHIO. Y
KaXXIo¥ MuCCUU ObLJIO TOYEYHOe BO3HArpaxaeHune, KOTOpoe B KOHEYHOM UTOTe MOXKHO OBLIO0
00MeHATh Ha MarudecKue IpefMeTHl, TPaBH, OPYOUsS TPyOa UM 3aKJIMHaHUSA. MHOTHEe CTYIeHTH
ObUIM He Tak paccnabieHsl U n30amoBaHbl, KaK ['peliCOHbI, II03TOMY UM IIPUXOOUIOCH YCEPOHO
paboTaTth 3a BCe CBOU 3aK/JIMHAHUS U Marudeckue opyaus, BKmodas Jlaina. Jlain Ha caMoM fese
HEMHOTO OTCTaBas OT I'peficona. OH OB Ha TPETHEM IIPOMEKYTOUHOM YPOBHE, HO OH OB 6JIM30K K
TOMY, YTOOBI TPOPBATHCS YEPE3 YETBEPTHIN ITall.

"Hy, He KaxX[OBIM ITOX0XK Ha TeOs U MOXKeT UMeTh Iio0ble 3aKIMHaHMs, Kakue 3axodet." OH xKanyeTcs,
3aKaThIBas riasa: "d gonkeH 3apabaThiBaTh OUYKH, YTOOH MOJTYUYUTH 3aK/IMHAHKE, KOTOPOE S X04y, U3
6ubnmoTeKu. f He X04y TPaTUTh MHOTO BpeMeHH, feflasi CTpaHHble paboThl, YTOOH MEeJIEHHO
HaKallJIUBaTh OUKH, TI09TOMY 51 PELINI B3sTh Ha ce0st 6omee Tsxkenyio Muccuio B MecTHOM Black Rock
City. {I mpounTan onucaHue U IIOYYBCTBOBAJ cebsi 00sI3aHHBIM IIPUHSATH er0. MUCCUS COCTOUT B TOM,
yTOOBI TOMMaTh YOUMITY-M3BpallleHIla, KOTOPHIM HaragaeT Ha CUMIIATHYHBIX MOJIOMBIX IEBYIIEK B
BO3pacTe [0 fecsATH yieT. OH yxkKe youn 4 meByIIKY, HO MECTHbIE KUTEIN He MOTYT II0MMaTh €ro,
IIOTOMY YTO OH SIBJISIETCSI IIPOMEXKYTOYHBIM BOJIIIIEOHMKOM BeTpa, KOTOPHIM Clelinanu3upyeTcs Ha
nobere. B KOHIle KOHI[OB, OHHU IIOCJIAJIX 3aIpoc B AKaJeMuIo B HafieK[e, YTO CMOTYT II0C/IaTh KOTo-
HUOyOb Ha moMolrs. Korga s mpoynTana 0 TOM, YTO OH CHeJlal C 9TUMHU NeBOYKaMH, S He MOTJIa He
IpencTaBuTh cebe cBoux cectep. ['peit, s mpaBaa Xo4y IMOWMATh 3TOTO MAPHS, Tl MOXKEIh MHE
TOMOYb? ¢ X04y UCIOJIb30BaTh Tebs KaK IIPUMAHKY, S MOTY IIOIIPOCUTD OEBYIIKY, HO, BO-TIEPBHIX, S HU
C KEM He pa3roBapuBalo, ¥ BCe [EBYILIKH, KOTOPHIX 5 3Hal0, ciabee Te6si. MHe HyKeH OB KTO-TO, Ha
KOT'0 s1 MOT OBI ITOJIOKUTHCS, faXkKe eCjI¥ OH CTaHeT MUIIeHbI0. [11ioc, Topon MpsiMo 110 JOpore B
CTOJIUILY, TAaK 4YTO THI BCE PaABHO IIPOefdellb MUMO HET0. MBI IPOCTO yieM IIOpaHbllle U II0CTapaeMCs
mo¥MaTh 3TOT0 MapHs Kak MOKHO OvicTpee. OT Bnak Pok mo Hanuu Bcero 7 gHeM, eCIu Bhl
IIyTelleCTByeTe HOPMaJIbHO. D JHEH, eCJIA Bhl UCIIOJIb3yeTe Maruw".

['paiiCOH HAXMYPUJICS, YCTIBIILIAB 0 Muccuu: "UTo OH fgenaeT ¢ AeBymKaMu?"

Jlain BOPYT oCMOTpeI, Kak O0yaTo oH 6ymeT 6oneH: "OH IBITAET UX... IOMAeT UM KOCTH, HAHOCUT
yIaphl, ¥ OCTaBSIET CJe UX OPTaHOB [0 TPyIa, YTOOH JII0OU MOTJIM WX HaUTK". ITO yXKacHO..."



['peiicoH BHe3amHO HAIMOJHUJICSA THEBOM U KpallHUM OTBpPAllleHNEeM K IPECTYIHUKY. ITO IIePeKPhLI0
ero mpexkHue KonebaHus Mpu MepeoeBaHuy B feBYIIKY. Kakas pa3uuna? ITo OBIIO AJIsT TOTO, YTOOR!
IIOMMaTh y2KaCHOTO YejloBeKa U CIlacTy Opyrux. Pemus, on mocmoTpern Ha Jlaiia ¥ KUBHYIL.

"Xopomo. 4 coenato aTo!"

rpeﬁCOH AOyMaJll, 9TO OH MBICJIEHHO IIOATOTOBHUIICA K 9TOU 3aj7jaye, HO IIOCJIe TOTO, Kak €My Oalin
IIJIaTb€, KOTOPOE OH GYI[eT HOCHUTB, OH BOPYT IOYYBCTBOBAJI HeOOobIIoe coXKaNeHue.

"MBI He MOTJIM HalTH [IEBYLIKY U IOIIPOCUTH ee TOMOYb? MBI MOTTIA OBl IPOCTO TAMHO 3aIIUTUTh
ee..."

"I'peii, THI 3Haellb, YTO MUJUIMOH Belllell MOTYT IIOMTU He TakK, KakK IIJIaHUPOBasioch." JIausl 3aKaTul
r7a3a ¥ B oUuepemHo pa3 ybenus cBoero apyra: "He BojHY#CSI, HUKTO HE CMOXKET CKa3aTh, YTO THI Ha
caMoM fefie He fieByuIKa". ECciu oHU He 3HAIOT, YTO ThI IPUTBOPSENILCS, UTO TeOe CTHIIHO?"

XoTsl OH TIOHMMaJI HAMepeHKe CBOEero Opyra yTeIuTs ero, I'peficoOH Ha caMOM fieJie YyBCTBOBAJI cebst
etfe 0ojiee pa3gpakeHHbIM CBOMMHU CJIOBAMH, KOTOPhIE "HUKTO HE CMOXKET cKal3aTh". OgHaKo, JyMas
0 CBOEU Lie/Iv, OH, HAaKOHeI], YCIIOKOMUJICS ¥ IIPOCTO AYHYJI B ONUHOYECTBE. JIIOLKYC IPOAOIKa
CMOTpPETh Ha HEro C yXMBIJIKOM, KOTOpas II0Ka3biBajia, YTO OH IOJIy4aeT yIOBOILCTBHUE OT IIPOCMOTpa
YBUX-TO HECUACTUH.

"Xoporuo, xopoio..." OH Bop4aJs. 3aXBaTUB IIJIaThe, OH BOILEJI B CBOI0 KOMHATY U OfeJicsd. B ero
npennybepTaTHOM Bo3pacTe OBIJIO OeNCTBUTENIBHO TPYOHO CKa3aTh, YTO OH He JieByIIKa. [[o Tex mop,
II0Ka OH [e¥CTBOBAJI IIPAaBUJIbHO, OH NOJKEH OBUI JIETKO 00MaHyTh yOUIIly. BEITyCTUB BOJIOCH U3
KOCHI, OH IT03BOJIXJI IIJTATUHOBHIM CEPEOPSHEIM IIPAASM rPallio3HO YIacTh Ha IIJleun. Briiiaa u3
KOMHATHI, OH ITOMHSJ TJ1a3a, YToObl YBUAETH ouIeioMIeHHoro Jlaina u Jlromus. Vix 4emiocTu ynamyu Ha
TI0J1 B U3YMJIEHUH, KaK OYATO OHU He MOTJIM IIOBEPUTH B 3pejIullle neper rina3aMu. [1naTee 66110
IIPOCTBIM CBETJIO-Pr0IeTOBEM. OHO OBUIO CUMIIATUYHBEIM, HO IIPOCTHIM, YTOOB! BIIUCATHCS B HETO, U
ObLJIO B ITape C U3SMIHBIME YepHBIME TydisiMu. OgHako, ¢ cepeOpsHBIMU BojiocaMu ['pelicoHa U
(GbHOoIeTOBEIMY I'JIa3aMU, OH NIPUHEC Nyulliee u3 ofexkabl. CroBa Jlaiia ObIIM BEPHBI; HUKTO HE CMOT
OBl CKa3aTh, UTO OH OBIJT MaJIbUUKOM.

['pelicoH MMOKpacHeN U IMIPOCTO CXBATUII €T0 CYMKH, YTOOH OexKaTh K IIepeIHUM BOpOTaM, ITpexie 4eM
KTO-HUOY[b ellle YBUAEN ero BHITTISOAIIETO Tak.

"Tlommu! 9 mymar, T XO4elllb CIIACTH 9TUX AEBOYEK, Hy OYHeT ellle OMHA XKePTBa, eCJIM MBI OymeM
TakK Me[JIeHHO".

OHu o0a 6vICTPO KOOpanuCh KO IEPESHUX BOPOT, I'Tle CeU B KapeTy, KOTOPYIO IIOIIPOCUTIN OTBE3TU UX
B brisk Pok. I'nsans Ha ropof, OH cTajl MeHbllle, a BOJIHeHUe ['pelicoHa TOJIBKO YCUIIUIIOCh. Ero nepsas
muccus! Kak 3axBaTriBatomie! OH He MOT JOXKAaThCs, YTOOH TOMOYb Jlaiy 3aKOHYUTD ero. Ero



IOBTOPAIOIIASACA 2KU3HDb B AxkageMun Onlta MPIpHOIZ u PIHTGpGCHOfI II0-CBOEMY, OOHAKO, OH HE MOT"' HE
JI00UTD 9TO omyIiieHue HpI/IKJTIO‘-IeHI/IfL MoxeTt 6]:>ITI:, OH HAa4YHET 6paTB Ha cebs u Muccun? ToJIbKO
IIOTOMY, YTO OH HE HY2XKIaJICs B TOYKE, HE O3Ha4YaeT, YTO OH HEe MOXKET CHOEeJIaThk UX AJId OIIBITa.
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