Ha paccBeTe Bce OBITH TOTOBBI OTIIPABUTHCS B IYTh M COOpPaIUCh Y BOPOT. Eciiu MOCMOTPETH Ha HUX,
TO MOKHO OBIJIO ITOyMAaTh, YTO OHKM COBEPILAIOT JIUIIL KOPOTKYIO IHEBHYIO IMOE3TKY, HO ¥ BCEX
IpeaCcTaBuTENel ObIT CBOM TPOCTPAHCTBEHHbIM MHCTPYMEHT. ' peliCOH He MOT He OIIyTUThH B
ouepenHoii pa3 IM0JIe3HOCTh MPOCTPAHCTBEHHBIX MarniyeCKuX NHCTPYMEHTOB. ['epIior mpuObII
IIOCTIETHUM, HO OH IIPUIIES He OOUH. Y IUBUTENIBHO, HO CaM MMIIEPATOP IMOOIIEe I K BOPOTaM, YTOOB!
maTh CBOe OarocioBeHME MIPEeACTaBUTENsIM. Bce mecsTh MONOIBIX II0fEe CMEHUIN BHIPaXKeHNe JTHlla
Ha IIOKMPOBAHHOE, OBICTPO OMYCTUBIINCH Ha KOJeHU. "Xaxa, He HYXKHO TaKUX (opMabHOCTeH. 7
IIPOCTO X004y MPOBOAUTH MOJIOABIX 'ePOEB Hallleld CTPaHbl. { MOTY TOJIBKO MOJIUTHCS 3a
6r1aromonyyHoe BO3BpallleHre BCeX BaC U HAMIesIThCS, UTO BBl CMOXKETe 3aBOeBaTh CJIaBy OJIS Halllel
CTpaHHl. BHI Bce - BaxKHas 4acTb OyAyIero Hallel CTpaHbl, IOXKaIyKhCcTa, JOPoXKuUTe co00M. 4 yBEpEH,
YTO B 3TOT pa3 IOCJIe COPEBHOBAHUY 5 YCIIBILLY IPUSITHLIE YOUBUTEIbHEIE HOBOCTH". Kak Ovl oTpaxas
CBOH CJIOBa, UMIIEPATOP OEeMCTBUTENIBHO YBEPEHHO YIIBIOAICS ¥ CUSII TMTa3aMu, Tsaas Ha 10
npencTaBuTesned nepen coboi. OH B3TJITHYT Ha CBoero OpaTa, ¥ ero yiaei0Ka cTasa elre rioyoxe. Yro-
TO B 9TOY ITAapPTUU BHYIIAJIO eMYy ONTUMM3M, YTO Ha 3TOT pa3 Bce Oymet mo-gpyromy. "Ijs Hac
0obIlIast 4ecTh, 4To Bare BenmnuecTBo Tak BEePUT B HAIK CIIocOOHOCTH". TpeBHOH B3sJT Ha ce0s
VMHULAATUBY OTBETUTH 3@ OCTANbHBEIX. "UTO XK, S He X04Uy 3aflepKUBaTh Bac BCeX 0€CCMBICIEHHBIMU
peudamu. [IpocTo cpaxaiTech 30 BCEX CUII U Bo3BpalaiTech 0e3 coxanenuu!" "[la, Bamie
BenuuyectBo!" Bce oHU oTmanu yecTh. [IpUHSB pellleHre MOOHSATHCS, TePLOT BHIIIE CO CBOEr0 MecTa
psimoM ¢ uMrepaTtopoM. OH MOgHEC [Ba Majblla KO PTy, ¥ B He00 B3BUJICS 'POMKHUM CBUCT. Ha
MTHOBEHUE B OTBET Ha CBUCT BOLIapUJIach TUIINHA, HO BCKOPE CBEPXY IOCIBIIIANCS BU3T. ['pymnna
IIPOJ0JIKajia CMOTPeTh B HE00, YTOOH YBUAETh, KOTHa OHU 3aMeTAT IMPUOIIHUKAIOIIUICS 3BYK.
['peiicoH mepBHIM 3aMETHUJI TEMHOE TISITHO, OBICTPO MpHOIMKaIleecs K TOPOLY.

[To Mepe TOTO, KaK OHO IMPHUOIIHKAIOCh Bce Onuxke U OuKe, OCTalbHbBE CMOTJIM HaKOHEI] Pa3riIsifgeTh
€ro JUYHOCTh. ' peliCOH CHaydasa BHITJISAeN HIOKUPOBAaHHEIM, TaK KaK II0YyBCTBOBaJI JIETKOE
IPUTSXKEHNEe CBOEU KPOBHOU NUHUM. Ho KOrfa OH IPUCMOTPENICS, TO YCIIOKOUJICS U IOHSAJI, UTO
npoucxonurt. "91o CHexHbIM [Ipakon?!" KomuH OB eIMHCTBEHHEIM, KTO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB 3a0XHYJICS
OT IIIOKa. JPHC C MHTEPECOM ITOCMOTPea Ha ['pelicoHa, HO He BRIT/IAAeNa CIUIIKOM IIOTPSICEHHOM.
TpeBuoH, KuToH 1 uMnepaTtopckue 6paThs U CECTPH TOXKe He OBIIM IIOKMPOBaHE], TaK Kak ObLIN B
Kypce CoObITUH. "BEI, HOMKHO OBITH, IIYTUTE. ITO OBIJIO OBl HEBO3MOXKHO, €CJIM TOJIHLKO MBI HE XOTUM
BOMHEL. K TOMy XKe, KTO 3[eCh He 3HaeT, KakK TPY[HO 3aK/II0YUTh JOTOBOP C YUCTOKPOBHBIMU
npakoHaMmu. He roBops yxKe 0 4jeHe OOHOT0 U3 CaMbIX MOTYIeCTBEHHBIX IPaKOHbUX KIIaHOB". 3aup
nocMoTpenl Ha KonuHa, mokayas ronoBou. "®pocT BusepH." I'peliCOH 3aT0BOPUII B 3TO BpeMsl.
OcTasnbHEBIE YJIeHHl KJlaHa YAUBIIEHHO IIOCMOTpENX Ha Hero. "[IpaBunbHO. 3T0 Mopo3Has BuBepHa,
KOTopyio nouman Ilepseii UMnepaTop u CBS3a1 KOHTPAKTOM C HUMIIEPAaTOPCKOU CEMbEU. JTO ellle
O[IVH XpaHUTeb Halllel uMnepuu. Ero Hacrosiiiee UMs, KOHEYHO XKe, IepXKUTCI B cekpeTe. OfHAKO
ero obuiee uMs - Kasep. Bl Bce MoxkeTe oOpalaTthCs K HEMY Kak K crapenmmHe Kazepy". I'epiior
TIPeICTaBUJI BUBEPHA I'PYIIIE, KOTHA TOT MPU3eMIIucs nepen HuMu. OOIIue ©MeHa - 3TO TO, YTO BCe
IPaKOHH! HOCUJY B OOJIBIIMHCTBE ciiydaeB. Kaxmomy mpakoHy Takxke ObUIO IaHO UCTUHHOE UMS Ha
IIpeBHEM SI3bIKE PAKOHOB, OMHAKO 3TU UMeHa OBbIJIA CBSMIEHHBIMU U MOTJIA OBITh MCIIOIh30BaHEI
IIPOTUB HUX, €CJIM Bpar 3aBliafieeT UMHU. [laxke MeHbIINE BUAL APAKOHOB, TaKKWe KaK BUBEPHEI UJIU
3BEPOJIIONH, OKa3bIBaIl II0J00HOE BO3[EMCTBYAE. DTOMY OHU y4aTCs C MOMEeHTa PoxpaeHus. HUKTo
IPYTOoY He 3HaeT 3TOT0, eCJIU TOJILKO BH HE NOBEPsieTe KOMY-TO HAaCTOJIbKO, YTOOKI 3HATh 3TO0. Bee
MMeHa, KOTOPhIMU ['peiicoH Ha3kIBasl CBOMX [IPY3€il U3 MIeMeHU OPAaKOHOB, OBUIM UX OOIIUMU
uMeHaMu. Eciu 3HAaTh UCTUHHOE UM IPaKOHA, MOXKHO OBIJIO CBSI3aTh €r0 KOHTPAKTOM 0€3 ero
paspelieHus. KpoMe Toro, CymiecTBOBaIy 3/l 3aKJIMHAHKS, KOTOPHIE MOTJIM OCJIa0UTh APaKOHa,
€CJIM 3HaTh €Tr0 UCTUHHOE UM4.

['peiicoH morafbiBajcs, 4TO 3a TeM, YT0OkI [IepBriii iMIlepaTop y3Has HACTOSIIee UMS 3TOT0
BHMBEPHA U ITOPA0OTHUII €T0, CTOST KaKMe-TO COMHUTENbHEIE 00CTOsATENbCTBA. OOHAKO OH ORI He
HACTOJIBKO TJIYTI, YTOOBI O3BYUUTH 3T CBOM cOMHeHus. B MMmnepuu k [TepBomy MMnepaTopy



OTHOCUJIUCh KaK K CBSITOMY CYIIIECTBY, II09TOMY JTI00BIE€ CIIOBa MTPOTHUB HETO OBIIM OBl KOITYHCTBOM.
X0TsI OH M COXKaJIell 0 CIOXKUBIIUXCS 00CTOSITENIbCTBAX, OH He COOMpPAICS PUCKOBATh COOO0M, YTOOR
BOCCTaAHOBUTH CIIPABEJIMBOCTh B OTHOIIEHUHU BUBEPHA. "[IpUBETCTBYIO Bac, MOjoable ooy, 1 Kaszep".
IIPOU3HEC cTap4yeckuu ronoc. "Crapermuba Kazep". [lecaTh OpeAcTaBUTENEN TIOUTUTEILHO
IIONIPUBETCTBOBANIM BUBEepHa. "XM? Mosomoi 4enoBeK, Bbl KaXKeTech MHE... 3HaKOMBIM". Kazep He
oOpaTun 0cob0ro BHUMaHHUS Ha OCTAJIbHBEIX, HO €T0 B3TJISI OCTAHOBUIICS Ha ['peiicoHe C HEeSICHBIMU
YyBCTBaMU B cepphle. "CrapelllivHa, BEPOSTHO, YYBCTBYET 3T0", - Hauasl ['pelicoH, IpeXkae 4eM ero
rja3a CTajau (PUoeTOBBIMM, a B3TJISIO HCTOHUMIICS MO Ienieli. Aypa, UCXOAsIIasi OT Hero, BHE3aITHO
n3MeHusach, u Crapiuas BuBepHa B3gporuyna. "9OT1o! CHexXHblN [IpakoH. TH - IOTOMOK IIJIEMEeHU
CuexHoro [IpakoHa?" Mopo3Hble BuBepHEI OBUIN ITOABUAOM IPAKOHOB H, 60jiee TOTO, MOMYNHEHHBIM
njeMeHeM myieMeHu CHexHOro [Ipakosa. [Tostomy I'pelicoH He yAUBHUIICSA, UTO 9TOT Kasep cMOr 4To-
TO TTOYYBCTBOBATH OT Hero. "[a." I'pelicoH He cTas CKphIBaTh 3TO. Bce paBHO 3TO OBIJT OTKPHITHIM
cekpeT. XOTsI OH ¥ He CKa3ay 00 3TOM BCEM, HO OHU OIpefesieHHO OBIIU JI0IbMU, KOTOPbIe BUMETH
ero Tpanchopmanuio panbie. benas demntys u GpuOIETOBHIE I'/Ta3a MOYTH 0€30MKUO0YHO YKA3hIBAIU
Ha TO, YTO OH IIPUHAMJIEXKUT K APYTod KPOBHOM NUHUU. XOTs GONBIINHCTBO JIIOfiel, BEPOSITHO, He
3HaJIU 0 ero 31bGUICKONW POOOCIOBHOM, KOTOPas BCe elle Oblla 3amedyaTtaHa. "XMmd, 3HAUUT, OH OB
T'PSI3HOM CMeIIaHHOM KPOBBIO..." X0Ts oH 6opMoTas cebe 1mox Hoc, OOIBIIMHCTBO YJIEHOB TPYIIIIHL BCE
paBHO Mornu chbimath Kutona. Yepenn u KonuH TakkKe cMOTpenu Ha ['pelicoHa C HEKOTOPBIM
npe3penueM. OcTanbHbIe IPEICTABUTENM HUKAK He OTpearupoBaiu. bpaThs u Opuc yxe OblIN B
Kypce, a TpeBHOH U ero Apy3bs yBaxanu cuny ['peficoHa. KpoBHOE POICTBO UJIU HET, HO OH OBII
cuibHee ux. "

JlagHo, XBaTHUT JT00€3HOCTEN, HaM Topa B myTh". ['eprior npepsan ero. "CrapeimuHa Kazep, s yxe
o0Cyauy ¢ BaMH MapiipyT. Ml OymeM pacCYUTHIBATh Ha TO, YTO BH AoCcTaBuTe Hac B ®eopp”. "Ha.
Torpa B myTh". Ka3zep OblI BEKJIUB, HO KPAaTOK B CBoeM 0TBeTe. ETo oTHOIIEHKEe OBIJIO B IIEJIOM
xonogHeIM. OH OIyCTHUII 11e10, HO HEKOTOPHIM JIIOASIM BCe ellle TpeOoBaiach OMOIIb, YTOORI
NONHATLCA Ha BepmuHy. ['pelicor nmomor Ipuc, bpelineny u ApuHe, UCTIONL3yd CBOIO Maruio BeTpa.
[TockonbKy cnuHa Kasepa Oblyta Ti1afko, y repiora 61 BOMIIEOHbIH HHCTPYMEHT CO CIIeIIUaIbHON
peIIeTKoM, KoTopasi 6JI0KMpOBajia BeTep U IIoMorajia UM OCTaBaThCs Ha MecTe. "Be30macHBIX
nyTeulecTBUi". 3ametun Mmnepartop. Bce KUBHYNIM TOJI0BOM B €T0 CTOPOHY, Ipexae 4yeM Kasep
B3MaxHYJI KPBUIbSIMU U B371eTell B He0O. ... [IepBas yacTh MyTelleCcTBUS IIPOIIIa CIIOKOKWHO. OHU
OCTaHaBJIMBAJIUCH TOJILKO B HEKOTOPHIX FOPSYUX TOYKAX, 0 KOTOPHIX 3HAJI repIor, YTOOb OTOUTHCS OT
pa3nuyHBIX 3Beper. OOBIYHO WX IPEBOCXOANIINA YHCIIOM, YTOOH 3aCTaBUTh paboTaTh BMecTe. 3aup U
Kasep mo Gombinest yactu Habmomanu. ITockonbKy y HuX Obtu ApuHa u I'peiicoH, 06a OHU He
0eCIIOKOMINCEH O TOM, YTO UX YJIEHBI MOTYT IIOJIYYUTh TPABMHBL. Bce IOCTENeHHO MPUBKIKAIU APYT K
IPYTY U BCe JIy4llle KOMIIEHCUPOBaIU CBOU UHAUBHUAYaIbHBIE c11aboCcTu. I'pelicoH 0OBIYHO OCTaBasICs
B KaueCTBe T'JIaBHOW CUJIH Bepenu. Ipuc, IdpeH, Konun u KuTtoH Takxke ObUIM CKJIOHHBL K
HACTYIIJIEHUIO, B TO BPeMsI KaK OCTaJIbHEIE UT'Pay 60Jiee BCIIOMOTaTEIbHEIE POJU U IIPUKPHIBAIIU
THUTEL. ['peicOH 3HAJ, 4TO, BEPOSITHO, CMOXKET MOOEOUTh MHOTUX BParoB B ONMHOYKY, OH
TPEHUPOBAJICS B 0OpallleH!H C MEYOM U JIYKOM U CTapasiCs UCII0Ih30BaTh MUHUMYM MaHHBI BO BpeMs
60s51. OTO IO3BOJIAIIO €My OLICTPO YIIYUILIUTh CBOM IIPaKTHUYecKue 60eBble HaBLIKU. ['epIIoT MOOLIPsiT
€ro 3aHMMaThCSA 3TUM, YTOOH YIy4YIIUTh ero ob1rie 60eBble ClIOCOOHOCTH. ITO OBLJI XOPOIINI Pe3epB
711 yBEPEHHOCTH B 0010 Jaxe 0e3 MaHEHI, IOCKOIbKY OHa He Oblna 0eCKOHEYHOM 3Hepruen, KOTOPyIo
HY2KHO TIOCTOSIHHO pacxonoBaTh. XoTs I'pelicon u B35 ux ¢ coboi, Jlonuyc, CHoy unu Teo He cTamu
y4acTBOBAaTh, €CIIM UM He Hafl0eCT KaTk.

XOTs IPOCTPaHCTBEHHbIE MHCTPYMEHTHI HE MOTJIU YOEPKUBATh JKUBHIX CYIIECTB, IJ1 MOT. [I0CKOJIBbKY
OH 3HAaJI, YTO OTIIPABIISIETCS B [AJIUTENIbHOE IIyTEIIeCTBUE, OH B35 ero ¢ co0oi. OHU 0CTaBaIUCh
BHYTpH ero 000JI04YKU. BONBIIMHCTBO Belllel OH JepiKall B IPOCTPAHCTBEHHOM MHCTPYMEHTE, IIOTOMY
YyTO UX OBIJIO JIETYEe BHI3BATh. Belu BHYTPHU JJla eMy IPUXOOUIOCH IOCTaBaTh CaMOMY, a He POCTO
TIPOCHUTD €0 BHIUTU. IpUC U AdUHA C yIOBOILCTBUEM UT'PAIM C HUMHU B ITepephIBaX, TaK YTO MIIQ[IIINeE



ObLTM O4YEHb 3aHATH. Kazep yeTen oueHb OBICTPO, U MPOIIIO COBCEM HEMHOI'O BPEMEHH, ITOKA OHU
IIPOJIeTENIN Yepe3 TPEThI0 CTPAHY Ha cBoeM IyTu. ®eopp OB IMSITOM CTPAHOM C 3aMafHON CTOPOHHI,
TaK 4YTO OHU yXKe POy O0JIblile MOJIOBUHE IyTH. "UTO 3TO 3a cTpaHa? YTo-TO g He IPUIIOMHIO
coob1ieHu o ToM, 4T0OB y Mepa OblTy mmomoOHbIe TP06IeMBl paHbIie?" kanoBanach AduHa, moKa
OHM JIeTENI! CKBO3b HOYb. ATMOC(Gepa Obljla HACTOIHKO HAMPSIXKEHHOM, YTO HUKTO HE CIlajl B 3TO
BpeMs. "4 He 3Haw. [Ipyrue ropona B IepBOy MOJ0OBUHE OBUIH B IIOpsAKe. TOIBKO B 9TOM paiioHe B
MIOCTIEJHUM YacC UIM OKOJIO TOTO MBI BHE3AITHO CTOJIKHYIUCH C 9TOU CUTyalueu. [saas, KakeTcs,
3HAET, YTO MPOUCXOOUT, HO OH HUYero He roBopuT. OH MPOCTO IPOAOIIKaeT OCMaTPUBATh
OKPECTHOCTH, KakK OyaTo 4To-TO MieT". oTBeTun bpelineH. "CKopee, BLICMaTPHUBAET YTO-TO".
nonpasuia Jpuc. Kak pa3 Korfa oy 60nTanu Apyr ¢ pyroM, CTapyecKuil rojaoc BAPYT 3arOBOPUT U3
HUOTKYyfa. "O, Mopo3Has BuBepHa? Kakasa pegkocTs! MimeanbHO IOOXOOUT OIS MOETO
3KCcIepuMeHTa..." Y13 HoyHoro Hela nepen HUMU MIOSIBUIOCH TEMHOE TeJio. Kasep TOMbKO GBIPKHYII U,
Ka3aJIoCh, 3aX0TeJI IToJIeTaTh BOKPYT, TaK KaK B MAHHLIM MOMEHT OH He ObII 3aMHTEePeCcOBaH B
cpaxeHuu. OQHAKO IIPOIITI0 COBCEM HEMHOI'O BpEMEHH, U BOKPYT HUX IIOSBUJIUCH COTHU TEHEN.
['pericoH IOCMOTpEN Ha UX OflesiHUE U BOPYT IIOHSJI, YTO IPOMCXOOUT. He Te ju 3TO CyIecTBa,
KOTOPHIX OH BUpen B Atipuc Cutu? Onu 6piid Koprnycom Hokrte, Ykacet! "ITonyHounsrit Opaen!"
['epuor 9BHO y3HAJ UX ¥ 3aTOBOPUJI, IIPU 3TOM €r0 BhIpaXKeHUe JIUlla OyCTUWIOCh. "XaxaXa, IIOX0Xe,
Hallla penyTalus olepexaeT Hac".

XpUIIBEIY T'0JIOC CTapyuKa Tep3aJsl YIIX U 3aCTaBJIs CIyllaTeliell 9yBCTBOBATh ce0s HEYIOTHO. "ITO
C3p, MBI KaK pa3 HanpasngeMcs Ha Proelium Honoris aToro roga. { Hapmeiocs, 9TO BH Hac
npomyctute. To, 4To BH fietaeTe B Mepe, Hac He KacaeTcs". XOTs TO, 4YTO CKa3asl 3aup, ObI0
XOJIOIHBIM CepAleM, Bce 3HAJIHU, YTO JIy4llle He BpaxkaoBaTth ¢ [TonmyHouHEIM OpmeHoM 6e3 IPUYKHEL.
970 Oblyia He 00bIUHAS cuja. Y HUX OBLIN CBSI3U BIIJIOTH [0 IIEHTPAIbHOTO peruoHa. K Tomy xe, oHU
TIOHSITUS He UMeJIH, HaCKOJIbKO MOTYIIIECTBEHHEIM UJT BHICOKOIIOCTaBIEHHBIM ObIJT YeJI0BEK, CTOSIINAN
neper HUMH. "{ TakXKe He 3aMHTepecoBaH B Tebe. MHe NIPOCTO HYXKHO IAp0 Mopo3Ho# BuBepHH
171 9KCIIepUMeHTa, KOTOPHIY s coOuparoch MpoBecTH. ECu TH OTHAIIb €r0, TO, AyMao, Mbl CMOXEM
MUPHO Pa30UTHUCH B pa3Hble CTOPOHHI". CTapuK rOBOPHUJI IPOCTO, CJIOBHO HE MPOCKUJI HUYETO
ocobenHor0. JINIo repiiora cTano ypoanuBeiM. O4eBUIHO, 3TO OB He BapuaHT. Kasep Obin
3alUTHUKOM UX UMIIepUH, ocTaBlueucs nocine Ilepsoro MmnepaTopa, a TakXXe OOHUM U3 CaMBIX
MOTYIIIEeCTBEHHBIX CYIIECTB B UX cTpaHe. Kak 0H MOT AOMyCTUTh, YTOO CTOSINNM TTepe] HUM YeJIOBEeK
youn Kazepa 6e3 60s? Yoanenue siapa 03Hayasno Ajis BONIIEOHOTo 3BeEPsT TOIMBKO cMepTh. "Torxa,
110X03e, HaM 0oJIbIlle He 0 YeM roBOpUTh". XOTs 9TO ObIJI0O pUCKOBAHHO, 3aup OBLI HE U3 TeX, KTO
Ooutcs 60s. "Bcem mpuroToBUTHCS K 0010!" I'peiiCOH M oCTabHBEIE OLIIM TOTOBH laxe 0e3 ero
npenynpexneHusi. OHU BEITAIIXIIN CBOE OPYXKUE UM 3apaHee Havyalu CKaHAUPOBATh 3aKIMHAHUS.
"Xmd! Torga BBl MOXKETe IIPOCTO yMepeTh!"
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