[TpenmosoxkuB, 4To OblIa 3aKOHHAS MIPUYKHA, 10 KOTOPOM 9Ta MHIIIL He 3Hala, [PeicoH peuun
XPaHUThH MOJTYaHHUE U 110 3TOMY BOIIPOCY.

"Kyma MBI ceruac ugem?"

"SI otBeny Tebs Kk MaTepu! OHa OymeT 3HATh, YTO YCTPOUTH Iist Tebs B Harpany." I'ma3a cBepKalor,
BhIpakKeHNe MBILIYA OTYETIMBO TOPUT BOCXUIIEHUEM.

"Hy, oHa oxoxa Ha 3aMeydaTesIbHYI0 MbIIb." CMesiCh HaJl MUJIBIM [IOBE[leHNeM MaJiblila, ['peiicon
HayvaJ IIpedBKyIlaTh BCTPEUY C 3TOM MaTephio.

"Kcrartu, kKak Tebs 30ByT?"

"Mena? 4 ckpunyuuu nuck." ITocie Toro, Kak OH u3pgaj Kydy MBIIIUHBIX 3BYKOB, OH 0XKUOAEMO
IoCcMOTpe1 Ha ['pelicoHa.

"V Te0s cmydaliHO HET UMEHU Ha desloBeueCcKoM s3blKe?" UyBCcTBys ce0s1 0e3MONBHHIM, ['pelicoH
3HaJI, 4YTO HUKOITla He CMOXKeT IPOU3HECTH 3TO UMS.

"YemoBeueckoe uMs"? Haiu mapTHepH o 6u3Hecy 30ByT MeHs Teompa, Teo mys KpaTKOCTH."

"Teo, ma? [IpugaTHO MO3HAKOMUTHCS, Teo. MeHs 30ByT ['peiicoH. A BOT 3TOT neomnapg - CHoy."
COTHYBIIKCH 10 HOT, OH TJIQAUT I'IagKYIo mepcTh Teo. OH OBIT HEBEPOSITHO MATKUM U yIOOHBEIM. OH
MOT TIOHSITh, IIOYEMY 3TUM AEBYIIKAM HPABATCS HE(PUTOBBEIE MBIILIN, KaK JOMAIIHUE XKUBOTHEHIE.

"Xaxa, ToXKe IPUATHO T03HAaKOMUTHCH, ['peticor u CHer!" HakJIOHUBIIKCE TOJIOBOM K PyKe I'pericoHa,
Teo Hacmaxpmasncs ollylleHneM Telnor Koxu ['peiicona. "Crnenyiite 3a MHOK! MBI m04YTH Ha MecTe."

Tpoe mpooKay CIyCKaTbCs B TaOUPUHT TyHHese. [Tocne 6ecyrcieHHEIX TOBOPOTOB, B KOHIIE
KOHIIOB, OHU NTPUOBITTK B 00JIbIION 3a1. COTHY MBIIIEN TOPOIIUIIACH U 00IaNKuCh APYT C APYTOM, B TO
BpeMs Kak ofHa ocoO0eHHas cujella HaBepxy, Isaas BHU3. Cnenys 3a rina3amu Teo, I'pelicoH y3Har,
YTO MEIIIb, CMOTPSIIAS Ha OCTAJIbHEIX, CKOpee Bcero, Obia MaTephio. OrysabBasCh BHU3 Ha CBOET0
HOBOT'0 IPYyTa, OH YOUBUIICS, YTO 9Ta HAaMBHAS MHIIIb, CKOpee BCero, Obljla MOJIOIBIM HACIIeIHUKOM
TIJIeMeHU He(PUTOBHIX MHBIIIEH.

"Mawma!" [Tpobupasich CKBO3b XaOTU4YHYIO TONIMY, Teo mpoOusICs Ha BO3BHILIEHHBIN TPOH. JJIETAHTHO
YCTPOUBILKCEH Ha BEPIIMHE, 3Ta MHIIIb Obla 0COOeHHOM. Cusist cepeOpsTHEIM MEXOM C cepebpsSHEIMU
T7la3aMM, OHa KCTOYasa I[apCTBEHHOEe 0YapoBaHUe, OTINYHOE OT OOBIYHOTO C/1ab0ro BIedaT/IeHUus OT
MeImied. I'peiicoH 4yBCcTBOBan cebs cierka Hejerno, fyMas 00 9TOM, HO 3Ta MaJjieHbKasi MEIIIb COIIIA,
KaK KOpOJIeBCKas. X0TS OHa efiBa NOTSIHYNIach N0 ero KOoJeHa, CULs Ha CBOEM CKAaJIbHOM TPOHE, ee
pa3Mep He OTHUMAIl y Hee OLylleHus yrpo3sl. Mopo3Hele ria3a pasrnanbBany ['peiicoHa u CHera,
IIpex[ie YeM COrpeTh Opobk Iociie npu3eMieHus Ha Teo.



"Outs moe, KTo OHU?" CoBIIaas C ee BEIpaXKEeHUEM, ee TOH OTPHIBUJICS OT YKYCOB U HEIIPUSITHBIX
ouymmenui. Ecnu 661 Teo MOXKHO OBIJIO OTIMCATh KaK CIUIIKOM OPYKEeT0OHOTO M HEBUHHOTO, TO €T0
MaTh MOKHO OBIJIO OB Ha3BaTh XKECTOKOCEPIHON U OCTOPOXKHOM.

"MaMa~ 3TOT ITapeHb Cllac MHe XU3Hb! MEI JOJIXKHEL IPEeJIOKUATEL eMy Harpagy!"

"0? YT0-TO 0OCMenuI0oCch HanacTh Ha Teb6s?" CoBepIIeHHO He BIeYaT/IEH, MaTh Teo, BMECTO 3TOTO,
IIOUyBCTBOBasa cels 31ee.

"Her, Hert, HeT. [leno He B 3TOM! Ba’kHO TOJIBKO TO, UTO Ha MeHS Halalu, HO 9 COBEPIIEHHO He
IIocTpajas u3-3a 3Toro 3seps."

"Yrto Ha Tebs Hamano?"

"910 He UMeeT 3HaueHud..."

"Yrto Ha Tebg Hamano?!"

"9939... HY... BOH TOT ManeHbkuit O6naunwit JIeomapn. Ho 3To He 03Ha4aio HUKAKOTo Bpena. CHer
IIPOCTO MOYMaJl, YTO 51 OOBIYHAS MBIIIb."

BuesanHo, ['pelicoOH UCTIBITAN XKeJIaHUe IIPOCTO BHIKOIATH SIMY, UTOOBI CIIPATAThCS BHYTPHU. KoHEeYHO,
B IIEPBYIO 0O4Y€EpPEID CHoy BMHOBAT B HallaeHVHX, TaK YTO OH IIOMeIllaJl eii. Kak oH Mor YTBEPXKIOATh,
YTO CITacaeT KOT0-TO OT COOCTBEHHOTO 3Bepsi? ITO OBIIO IMOX0XKE Ha TO, YTO ['peiicoH cobupancs
cvecTh Teo, HO Tak Kak OH nepenymai, Teo yTrBepxkman, uTto ['peiicoH crac ero. He 6b110 HUKaKOM
noruku! IToxoxke, MaTh Teo TOXKe COrNTacuiach C MbIIIeHHEM ['peiicoHa. be3 peun o HenenoM
IIPOIIECCE MEIIIIEHUST COOCTBEHHOI'O ChIHA, €M Hedero OBII0 CKa3aTh.

"Mo¥ CBIH, TO, YTO OHU IepeayMasu youBaTh Te6s, He 3HAUUT, YTO OHU cllaciu Tebe XKU3Hb".

"Ho, HO..."

"Hukakux "HO"." OHa pelInTeNbHO IIOKOHYNIA C 3TUM. 3aTeM, JIUIOM K T'0JIoBe K ['peiicoHy, OHa
Ipefynpenusna, "ToNbKOo TOTOMY, YTO MOM CHIH TJIYTIBIHM, He O3HAYaeT, UTo BH Toxke". f He Oymy
3aHUMAaThHCS CETONHSIIHUMHU [ejlaMu, TIoXKasy#icTa, mpocTo yiunute". Papg ycnyxkuth, I'peiicor GBICTPO
OBUHYJICA K TOMY, KakK OH IIpUILE.

"Tlomoxpnu, MmaMa! 4 3HaM, 4TO OH XOpoLIX YesioBeK. OH He XOTeJl Harpansl, 3TO 5 3aCTaBuUia ero
npunTu. Pa3Be TH He AOBEPSEIIb MOUM CYXAeHUuAM?"

"HeTt".



Ieprasice ry0amu, I'peiicoH 3acTaBun ceds mepxkaTh cMex. CMOTPSI BHU3 110 OJIUHHOMY U TEMHOMY
TYHHEI0, [ PeliCOH MOHSI, UYTO eMy CHOBA HYXKEH IIPOBOOHUK, HHaUe OH TOYHO MOTEPSETCS Ha
HECKOJIbKO JHEH.

"Kak myMaellb, Tl MOXKEIIb I03BOJIUTEL T€0 HAlpaBUTh MEHS K BEIXOAY? f He y3Ha0 BCe [TOBOPOTEHL,
KOTOpBIEe MBI CHefiany, YTo0s BOUTH Cciofia." OBeubyu yIbIOKY, ['P3ICOH IOBEPHYJICS, YTOOB! CIIPOCUTE.

"¢l m030By KOTr0o-HUOYIb APYTOro, YTOOH BEITPOBOAUTD TEOS."

"Het! d cpoenato sTo! { npusen ero, Tak 4To g €ro BeIBeY. Pa3Be TH He BCErfa MpUOUpaelbes KO
MHe, 4TOOHI 51 B3517T Ha ce0s1 0TBETCTBEHHOCTH?" Teo Hafyn ¥ THEBHO IPUAYIIINIL.

B3moxHyB 6eCIOMOIITHO, MaTh T€0 TOIBKO YTO IIOMAaXaJl JIarmol, YTOOH YBOIUTE UX. JKCIPECCHUS
3aropenacs eme pas, Teo mocmemun K I'peiicony, uToOb BecTu 3a co00#. ITo mopore K BeIxomy Teo
IIPOMOJIKAJT AllOJIOTeTHYECKH OTJISIOBIBATHCS Ha ['peiicoHa, Kak OYITO eMy eCTh, YTO BHIPA3UuTh, HO OH
caM He MOT ITOJHSIThL 9TOT BOIPOC.

"He HyxHO u3BuHATLCA. OHa npasa.”

"Kak? Kak ThI y3Has, 4TO g X04y U3BUHUTHCA?" ['Ta3a pacClIMPSAIOTCSA B 0K, 0OYapoBaTeIbHas MEIIIb
OIIyCKaeT YeJIloCTh.

"Vx..." Kak g MOT He 3HaTh?

"¢l TpOCTO MPEAIIOIOXKUII, YTO IIOCJIE TOTO, UTO CJIIy4YMJIOCh paHbIlle, pa3 yXK Thl TakKasd Muiad."

"Xe-xe-xe. Tl Toxke gobpas! 4 4yBCTBYyI0 ce6s1 HEKOMIETEHTHHIM C T€X 110D, KaK MPenIokKU
BO3HarpaxjyeHue, HO He ITpenocTaBui ero. Tebe uTo-HUOYOL HYKHO? Kakyro-HuOyns nudopmarmio? 5
MaJIo YTO 3Hal0 O IPYTuX BellaX, HO KOTMa [eJi0 JOXOAUT [0 CIIJIETeH U HOBOCTeM B 9TOM 061acTy,
Moe TIJIeMS - 3KCIepThl! MEI cibluM 000 BceM. MHOTue gpyrue mjieMeHa IPUX0AaT K HaM 3a
MHCaNOepCKUMHU HOBOCTSIMU".

"Mudopmanusa?" Cpasy xke Jlonuil npuies B Ton0By ['pelicony. MoxkeT ObITh, EMY He IIPUIIIOCH OBl
TPaTUTh BpeMs, YTOOHI OUTHU K BeTpsiHoMy AnTapio, eciu ObI OH MOT Y3HATh MPSIMO ceryac, OblT 1
Jlronuii 3aMedeH 37eCh U HeT. HecMOTps Ha TO, UTO OH XOTeJI TIOJIy4YUTh BCe KITI0UH, BpeMs ObLI0
oy Jlronpyca O4YeHb BaXKHEBIM.

"Boo0I111e-T0, y MEHS €CTh OfHA Belllb, 0 KOTOPOH 5 X04Uy CIIPOCUTh."

"Uro a70?!" CyacTnuB OBITH 1T0E3HBIM, T€0 OBICTPO IPOTKHYI cebe yIIu.

"Bl cribllay Kakue-HUOYOb CITyxu Uil HOBOCTH 0 "Cynnsbe KoTa" B 3TOM paioHe?"



"Komka Cygw0sl... HeT, s He MOTy cKa3aTh, UTO CHIBIIIAJA, HO 5 TaKXkKe He B Kypce BCero aToro. 7
nocmpaluBaip Tebs u maM Tebe 3HaTh!" Joias mo BeIxoma, Teo ocTaHOBUIICS Ha Kpar. "TIpocTo
Ipoiau Yyepe3 Hee, U Te0ST pacCTPeNSioT Haj 3eMiiel. f maM BaM 3HaTh, KaKyi0 WHGOPMAIHIO 5
CMOTY OTKOTIaTh Yepe3 [ieHb uu 0Koyo Toro". OcTaBaiics Ha MecTe, YTOOH 51 MOT HauTu Tebs!"

"Xoporto, 6ombIoe cracu6o!" Muras ynbiOko#, [paiiCOH MOXJI0Man rojioBy Teo mepeq TeM, Kak
IIPOXTH Yepe3 BhXoA. 2KeCTOKO BHIIIJIIOHYB U3 TOHHEJ, ['pericoHa mociany BeljieTaTb. YMYAPUBIIUCDH
no#math cebsi, mpexKje YeM yInacTh Ha 3eMJTI0, OH BCTasl U yoparn ¢ cebs meiib. BcnomuHas
TIOCJIeIHUH pa3, OH OBICTPO Pa3BepPHYJICA U IOoMMaJ IIKBalIbHEIN CHAPSH, NeTAIInii Ha Hero. EMy He
3aX0TeJIOCh €CTh I'PSI3b BO BTOPOU pas.

"Vx T8I, mana! 9To Tak Becesno!"

HaBsi3aB Gone3HeHHy!0 yIEOKY, ['paiiCOH IPOCTO Cerka KUBHYT B 3HAK COTJIACHS.

"CHexXKa, KaK THl fiymMaellb, Teo cMoxkeT MHe oMoyb? Haiiny v 51 JIronus Ha 9TOT pa3?"”

"JIroumyc?" CHeXKa HaKJIOHWUIIA T'OJIOBY.

"XMm... OH TBOM Oaps! [JlyMato, Tel OTJIMYHO C HUM Moafuilb. OH OTIMYHO JIagUT C TAKUMU
MOJIOABIMY, KakK ThL." JlexKa, He MOPTHYB r71a30M, ['peiicoH nocTtasuil JIIonus Ha IbegecTall B
HafleXke, YTO BMECTO 3TOr0 OHa I0OeCIIOKOUT ero mo3xe. Ha camoM perne, JIromuii cam OB elre
pebeHKOM B BO/IIIEOHOM CMBICIIE 3TOT'O CJIOBA.
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