- 3HAYUT... BOT TyT, y MeHd o7 HOTaMHu, jiekaT OpeHHble 0CTaHKM KOPOJId CTPAHbI, YTO 3aHNMaeT
okoJlo mecrto# yactu llentpansHoro Koutunenta. OgHa mecrtas... Bcero Mupa... ¥ Moux Hor,
OyKBaJIbHO BEIpaXKasich. M ueM 51 3aiiMyCh B IIEPBYIO 0Yepens? — A3e IIOAHST TOJI0BY K IOTOJIKY U
yIBIOHYTICS. - CaMbIM BaXKHEIM JI7Isl aBAaHTIOPKCTA ¥ IPUKIoYerna. Hauny MaponépcToBaTh. Maxy-y-
y... Tbdy Thl, HUKAKOTO0 HACTPOEHUS JaxKe HET.

[TepeBepHyB Medapa u BLITAIUB KMHXKAJ U3 €T0 CIIUHH, yOuiilla 3a0paj CBI3KY Kitouel ¢ mosica. Mx
OBLIIO POBHO CTOJIHKO K€, CKOJIBKO ¥ PaHbllle, IPU MIPebIOyIeM ITOCEIleH!H ABOPIia, a 3HAYUT, 3TUM
KOJIMYECTBOM [IBePh KaMephl He OTKPHITh.

- Hy xe, HY Ke, Mo xopoil... Air! - OOGbICKMBAs TPYII, TOBPeXAEHHAsA pyKa A3ena fgajna o cebe 3HATB,
IIOBOJILHO OIYTUMO KOJIbHYB B JIOKOTb.

[TpoBepuB Bce KapMaHbl, OH HAKOHEI 3aMEeTHJI TOJICTYIO HUTD Ha Ilee KopoJisd. M30paHHBIN TOALIEINI
€€ TIaJIblleM U MOTSHYJI, BHTACKMBas HapyXKy CIPATAHHBIN Y TPYOU KyCOK MeTasa.

- B xpoBu 3amaukar, ¢e. - A3en pa3pe3an HOKOM BEPEBOUKY, a OCTIe yOpasl MOCIeqHII KITI0Y B
KapMaH.

TTomHSIBIIUCH, YTOOH YK€ CXOOUTh HAKOHEI] 3a MPUHIIECCOH, A3 OIIYCTHIT B3TTIS Ha BaJISIOIIYIOCS
PSIOM KOPOHY. YKpallleHHas 30JI0TOM U OParolleHHEIMH KaMHSIMH, Ta JieXkKasla Ha IOJIy, CJIOBHO
Oecmnone3nas 6e3menyiika. ABaHTIOPHUCT MOJTYa MOMHS e€, ¥ OKOJIO MUHYTHI BEPTeN B PyKax,
paccMaTpuBas KaXaylo e€ 4acCTh, BIUIOTH 10 BHYTPEHHEH €€ YacTH, roe 00HAPYyXKUIach HeOObIas
HAMIIHUCh.

«CHITbHBIM TIJIEY0M ¥ TBEPHOM PYKOM KOPOJIb OyOeT BeYHO MPABUTh CTPAHOU».

[ToTpaTB HEMHOTO BpEMEHHU Ha MMOHUMaHKe, YTO KOHKPETHO IIOHUMAJIOCh 3[EeCh IO «IIJIeY0M», A3en
YOUBUIICSI IPOCTOTE 3TOM MBICNIK. B KaKoi#i-TO MOMEHT OH B3$J1 KOPOHY B ONHY PYKY U, IIOKayaB €€ u3
CTOPOHEI B CTOPOHY, BLIOPOCHII B OKHO.

3aKOHYUB C Pa3MBIIUIEHUSIMU, OH IBUHYJICS BIEPE[ 110 KOPUAOpAM U JIECTHHIIAM, MHOTHA HM3-3a
MIOOOIIBITCTBA 3aT/IsIAbIBast B KOMHATHL. EMBa He MOTepsBIINCE B 0ECKOHEYHOM TEMHOM IIPOCTPAHCTRE,
aBaAHTIOPUCT, HAKOHEII, HaIlIENT HY2KHOe MeCTO.

A3zern 3aX€Er aMIly Ha CTeHe HellofaneKy 1, HoJro nepedupas KI0YM, OTKPHUI BXOTHYIO BEPh B
NBITOYHYI0. [IpHCBOMB cebe UCTOUHMK CBETA, aBAHTIOPUCT [0Opascs J0 TSAXKEJON CTaIbHOM IBEPH C
rina3koM. OH IIPUIIOKUI HeOOXOOUMBIM KITIOY K MMPUYYAIMBONM 3aMOYHOM CKBazKMHE, OOHAKO
OCTAHOBWIJICS, KaK TOJIbKO [Ba U3OENIUS U3 MeTajla COIPUKOCHYIIUCE.

BwmecTo TOTrO, YTOOBI CPa3y BEI3BOJIUTH OEBYIIKY, A3zes HaKJIOHUIICA U OTKPBEBIJI CMOTPOBO€ OKOIIIKO.
HpI/IHI_IeCCa C 3aKPEITEIMU I'JIa3aMM HEIIOABUZKHO Jie2XKaJla Ha KPOBaATH... HY, UK eé HOI[O6I/II/I.

- 91... Tol Kak? - HerpoMko npousHec A3eJi, IpUAaB rojiocy MaKCUMaJbHYI0 YBEPEHHOCTD
npyxeno0ue, Ha KOTOPEIE OH ObIT criocobeH. - Bcé B mopsuke.

OHa He 0TBeTHIa.

- Bame BenuuecTB0? - OH CyOOPOXKHO OTIIEDP [ABEPH U BOILIET BHYTPb. - OX TH XK €, JTUIIHL ObI
IPUHIleCCKa He OTKUHYJIA KOIHITA...

ABaHTIOPUCT HAKJIOHUICS K JIUIY OEBYIIKH, IPUYEM TakK 0113K0, OyATO OH coOuparscs e
TI0IeJI0BaTh. B Takoi mo3e A3es IPOCTOSTT HECKOJIBKO CEKYH],.



- ... - Pe3K0 BO3BpATHUBINKCH B M3HAYAIPHOE OJIOKEHWE, OH IIIyMHO BHIIOXHYTI C o6eryenueM. - Oy-
yX... OHa grImmMT. BUumuMo, JOro He claya u3-3a HampsikKeHus ¥ oTpyounacs... Hagetocs, 6ynyuas
KOpOJIeBa JOCTATOYHO OTHOXHYIIA.

A3es 0CTOPOXKHO TKHYJI MaJiblieM B IIJIEY0 OEBYILKHU.
- A-a-a!

rpOMKO BCKPHUKHYB, IIPDHHIIECCA 3a0unace B YroJl KpOBATH, HE ITIOHKUMaA, KTO UMEHHO CTOUT PAOOM C
HEeH. Cl'IpOCOHFI, Ta IIpeacTaBUjIla CaMoOe Xy[OIIee 13 BO3SMOZXKHOI0, ITI0OCeEMY HEYOUBUTEJIbHO, 9YTO
HGBYHIKOI;I OBJIafeJl CTpaX. Eé rmasa meTtanuch u3 CTOPOHEI B CTOPOHY HECKOJIBKO CEKYH], II0OKa He
OCTaHOBHJINCH Ha BTOPOM YeJIOBEKE B 9TON KOMHaTe.

Bcé aTo BpeMst A3enl TOMHST TagOHU Ha YPOBEHb TPYIU U He IIeBEeJIUJICS, IIOKA3kIBasi, YTO OH He
cobupaeTcs menaTh HUYEro moxoro. Korma ux B3rIsSIbl BCTPETUIIUCH, OH IIPUBETIIMBO YIIBIOHYIICS U
OCTOPOXKHO OTCTYTIHJ Ha IIar.

- T-THI...
- Azesn. ToIbKO He TOBOPHUTE, YTO 3a0bIIM MMS CBOETO CIIaCUTEJIS.

- ... - OHa moMos4asa elleé HEMHOT0, YCIIOKauBasiCh, HO BAPYT €[IBa CJIBIIITHO paccMesinach. - Xa-Xa-xa-
Xa... X-xa... Bcé HaKoHel] 3aKOHYMJIOCH?

- [a. Brl B 6€3011aCHOCTH. - ABaHTIOPUCT OIYCTUIT PYKHU.

- leMana, YTO BEI CTapuie. - Ha eé nuie Takxke Oblna YJ'IBIGKa, HO Ha3BaTh €€ COCTOSTHNE CYACTLEM -
3HA4YUT COJIraThb.

- Tak u ecTb. M, MOXKeT... - A3eJI yKa3aJ IajblieM Ha IBepb. - M yiIéM 0TCIOfla TTOfasIblle,
OCTaBUB TYT BCE IJIOX0€?

- TonbKO MOTy ... B34Th 3a pyKy?

- KoneuHo. - OH IPOTSHYJI BIIEPEN JIaf0Hb.

- ... Ox... - [IpunIniecca yBugena paHy Ha IIpefnjedybe U HECKOIbKO CMyTUNIach. - Moxer... [Ipyryio?
- Bcé B mopsiike, 3TO TOJIBKO BHITJIIOUT CTPAIIHO. [ToimeMTe.

BMecTe oHU IOKMHYIM KaMepy U BHILIIM U3 IBITOYHOU. [IprHIIecca nepxanace 3a A3ena u
IBUTajIach, 3aKPHIB I'7la3a, Kejas He 3allOMUHATD €Il YTO-TO B 3TOM y2KaCHOM MecCTe. ABaHTIOPHCT
3aKpBIJTI MACCUBHYIO [IBEPh, OTAENSAIONIYIO I HEE 9TOT, HOPMaJbHbIM MUD, U TOT, HAIlOJTHEHHBIN
CTpaxoM, OTYassHHEM U, BIIOJIHE BO3MOXKHO, HEHABUCTEIO.

ITo HpOCB6e OEBYIIKH, H36paHHbeI pacCka3zall 0 IMpou3olieniieM Cerogisa HO4bl0, OIIyCKad
HEKOTOpPHIE JETalIN. Korpa peds Ooiiina Jo CMepTHru I/Ie(bapa, IIpuHIIeCCa HEOCO3HAHHO cOaBsiia
CKODPOCTH, ITOKa HE OCTAHOBHUJIACH IIOJIHOCTEIO.

- 'me oH?
- F'ocmoxka, g He yMaro, YTO ceilyac nmogxopsiiee BpeMs. [I03BoIbTe MHE...

- 9710... HyxkHo cuenats. - OHa cuIbHee cXkajla pyKaB TOHKOTO CBUTEPA, 3a KOTOPHIY AepkKanack. - f



He xouy. O4eHb He x0uy. Ho g o0s3aHa. Benu Mens, Azen.
- ...Kak npukaxere.

BepHYBIIKCH 110 CBOMM CJieflaM, aBaHTIOPUCT [OMIEN J0 KOpPUaopa ¢ pa30UThIMU CTEKIaMU.
[TpuHLIECCa YCOMHMIIACh B HEOOXOOMMOCTH Pa3pyIlIeHus JBOPIa, OqHAKO A3es yOenus e€, mpoMbI4aB
YTO-TO IPO «0OOCHOBAHHEIE TOTEPU» ¥ «OTBJIEKAIOUIUN MaHEBP». [I0#Is MO TUYHOTO KaOWHEeTa
Hedapa, OH 0OCTAaHOBUIICS U MPOIYCTHII AEBYIIKY BIEPE.

Korpa meByIka CKpEIIAch 3a ABEPHIO, @BAHTIOPUCT BCKOPe YCIIBbIIIaI rpoxoT. Hanesas Ha 4yBCTBO
TaKTa, OH [TOCIIEeLIN BHYTPh U YBUMEJ [IPUHIIECCY, YIIaBLUIyI0 Ha KOJIEHU Iepef TeJIoM COOCTBEHHOT0
otna. ITo e€ nuily TeKNnu CNe3kl, a B Aylle KUIeI0 OTPOMHOE KOJIMYEeCTBO HECOBMECTUMEIX YyBCTB -
1ievanb, alaTus, THeB... BipoyeM, 4TO TakXe HeMasloBaXkKHO, COBEPIIUBIINY YOUNCTBO YETI0BEK
ceildac CTOSJI PSANOM C Hel, II0JI0KUB PYKY €U Ha IJIe40, BEIpaXkas COUyBCTBHUE.

Ho 3a BHemrHe 0007104K0#i A3efia, KOTOPYIO OH IIOCTOSTHHO MEHSIJI IT0 CBOEMY YCMOTPEHUIO, He ObLI0
T'PYCTH; TOJILKO JIUIIH YIOBIETBOPEHUE ¥ OMYCTOIEHHOCTH OT HOCTUTHYTOM IETTH.

- CKkaxu MHe, 3a4eM? - OHa IOCMOTpeIa IPSIMO Ha aBaHTIOPUCTA, He CKPhIBas JUIA. - 3a4eM OTell...
Hedap Tak noctynun? [Touemy?!

«Crout nu e 3HaTh? Kak OHa IIOCTYIIUT, TTIOHAB, KaKie BepoBaHUs ObIJIA B €r0 rojioBe? YTo BUHUTD
BO BCEM IIPOM3OLIEAIIEM HYyKHO CaMOe MOTYIIIeCTBEeHHOE CYIIeCTBO BO BCEM Mupe? He coUpmET nu
KOoposeBa ¢ yMa? Y, ecnu fa, Kak MHE XKUTb 3[€Ch TOTHa?»

- B Bamme#t cembe OBII0 TTOBephE... [IpouTas KpoBh KOTO-TO M3 KOPOJIEBCKOW CEMbH II03BOJIsAIa
TIPaBUTh AUHACTUY [aJIbIle UJIK BPOJE TOTO... B 11e710M, 3By4aso 3To Kak J0OPOBOJIbHOE TIOAHOIIEHIE
BoxkecTBy, TO3TOMY BCE HMOJIKHO OBIIIO TPOU30UTH CErOgHs.

Azern conran. CKasaj moyIpaBay, CMSITYUB HEKOTOPHIE YTIIbI KICTOPHUU. Mo3KeT ObITh OH
IEeNCTBUTEILHO MOoXKaes AeBYLUIKY, ©30aBUII €€ OT JIUIITHUX IPo0IeM U onacHoCcTel. Mnu oH myMart
TOJIbKO 0 cebe, 0 OyayIieM OMHuIla, KoTopoe Ob10 OB caMbIM OJ1arONMPUSTHRIM [JIT HET0o caMoro. K
YIOUBJIEHUIO aBAHTIOPUCTA, TOT HE MOT Ceiyac CKa3aTh, KAKOH MOTHB ITpeobyafan 6G0IbIie BCETro.

- [Topaowenue? [Junactun? - OHa BHITEPJIa CIE3Hl PYKOU. - BOT... Takou? Takue NM0Ox 3aCyKHUBAIOT
TpoHa? ... ¥ bor He ocTtanoBu 3TO0... Kak OH mocMes He OCTaHOBUTD 3TO... CKaxu MHe, A3el, 4TO
manbine? YTo MHe ceidyac AenaTh?

- B nepByio ouepepp... HyxKHO pa3o0paThcs ¢ TenepeiHuMy npobnemamu. - OH Havyall XOOUTh
BOKDYT, lepKach 3a MoA60poaoK. M3-3a HEMTPOCTHIX Pa3MbIIIIEHUN aBaHTIOPHUCT HEOCO3HAHHO
TIepPeIIeNT Ha «ThI». - 3aKPOH 3Ty KOMHATY HArjyXx0. 3aBTpa CIofa MOIKHbLI IPUHTH JTIOOU, U
pas3pyleHus, BMecTe ¢ Kycoukamu CTpaxa, Te YBUOAT cpaldy. CKaxku UM BCeM, YTO TeJIOXPAHUTETTb
KOpoJist orub, a caM oH paHeH. Halinu BepHBIX Tebe mofel - maxe MONMUTHYECKHEe TPOTHBHUKU
Hedapa Tebe moMOTyT IIepBoe BpeMs - X 3aKpPeIH CBOIO BIACTh. YK He YBEPEH, Kak, HO TH
CIIPABUIILCS.

- Yrto TH cobupaenbes genaTth? Tl 2Ke obellan MHe IIOMOYb TOTfIa, KOI'a MBI BIIEPBLIE BCTPETUIIHCE.

- He Gecriokorics. 4 mokuHy Tebs 4aca Ha TpU, HYKHO BEPHYThHCSA B BaiyH, CKa3aTh KOe-KOMY, YTOOH
OH 3a MeHS He BOJIHOBAJICS. A 3aTeM MH ¢ TOO0H pa3bepéM Bech 3TOT Oapaak. Eciu, KOHeYHO, THI
TI03BOJIMIIH €[lBa 3HaKOMOMY Y€JIOBEKY BIUSATH Ha OMUII ITOYTH IIPSIMBEIM 06pa30oM.

- Torga... - [IpuHIlecca MOJHSIACH C KOJIEH U MPOTSHYIa eMy PyKy. - Hagetoch Ha Te0s.



- Pag 970 cnpiaTh. - Youiilia e€ oTiia OTBETUI Ha PyKomoxkaTue. - Ho momuwy, 51 He Oyny psagoM
Bcerma. TakoB OBLT yTOBOP.

- Yro k... [To KkpaliHel Mepe TH YecTeH. A 3TO OUeHb PedKOoe KauecTBO, TeM 0oJjiee ceryac.
«DM-M-M-M-M...»
[Tocnecnosue ABTopa (0yKBaslbHO Ha Mapy CeKyHA!)

B n3HavyanbHOM CIOKeTe COOBITHS 3TOM I'JIaBhl OBIIM 3a KafipoM. BOT s ummoToM TOTHa OBIII.
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