3a cTosoM cupmenu Tpoe. HoBon30paHHEINH MUHKCTP BoeHHEIX [lefl, 0TBeYaloInii 3a BCE, CBI3aHHOE C
PETYISIPHON apMuel: OCHaIlleHKe, IOIOJIHeHNEe, CTPATeTH, TAKTUKH... ECTECTBEHHO, Y TOTO HMEJIHCh
3aMeCTHUTEeJIH, ¥ TOBOJILHO OO0JIBIIIOEe UX KOJIMYECTBO... OCTABIIKECS OT IIPOIIJION0 MUHUCTPA, KOTOPHIH
«TAaMHCTBEHHO IIPOIas» [Be C HeOOJbIIMM HeJeNlr Hasaj.

BTopoit - MunucTp ®MHAHCOB, OyTO IBITAIOIINNCS BEIPBATh COOCTBEHHbIE BOJIOCHI CTAPUK JIET
CEMU[IECSATH... PEOKOCTD IJIsi AJiriaMypa, I7ie CMepTh 00OBIYHO HacTUTaeT Ife-To B COpok. OH
nepebupan Oymaru, meapo pa3bpocaHHbIe IO CTOJTy, MHOTa HEOXKUAaHHO Pe3B0O BCTaBall 3a
JIMCTKaMU, HaXOOSAIIUMUCS [ajbllle ATUHHBI BEITIHYTOM PYKU. VI TpeThs... HET HyK[bl OIIUCHIBATh
CaMy10 U3BECTHYIO laMy BO BCEM IMHUIIIE.

- OTO HEBO3MOXKHO. He-B03-M0XK-HO! - cTOHaI MUHUCTP PUHAHCOB, ONUPAsACh Ha CTYJ BOSIKU. -
CMoTpH, maxe eciay Mbl MOJAHMMEM HAJIOTH Y MOILIIKMHEL Ha BBO3-BEIBO3, laXKe TOr[a HaM He XBaTHUT
CpeACTB Ha peopraHuU3aluio Bceru apMum!

- Hy Tax cmenait Tak, 4To6bl OBITI0 BO3MOXKHO. - HEOPEXKHO 0TMaxHYyJCs ero cobeceqHuk. - He
BIIEPBO.

- Ham HyXHEL... HOBEIE UCTOUHUKY [0X0Ha. bosibille TOProBLEB, TOBAPOB...
- Tak modemy OBl He IpOfaBaTh YTO-HUOYOb U3 3TOTO?

MunucTtp BoeHHbIX [Ien yka3as Ha oguH 13 NUCTKOB. Cpefu MpoYero, Ha HEM OB ©300paxkeH
nIogPOOHKIM PUCYHOK TepPeIBUKHON KaTaly/IbThl, TpegHa3HavyaBIIeics ayisi 000POHbBI TOPOICKUX
CTEH.

- CoBceM u3 yMma BeKUII, KoMy? Humupu, CeBepy? [la Te HaC HAIIUM Xe OPyXKUEM U...
- Koanuuuu. - CIOKOMHO YTOYHUI MyXK4YHKHa.

- Baiie BenuyecTBO, BH IPOCUJI HAalIOMHUTG... - B KOMHATY BOIIEN MyKYKMHa CPEJHUX JIeT - He U3
CJIyT, 3TO BUAHO OBLIO M0 ofexkae. OH ObUI ODHUM M3 MHOXKECTBA BUHTUKOB B TOCYOAPCTBEHHOM
amnrmapare, OTIMYAIOIIUXCS OT OCTAJIbHBEIX TeM, YTO TOT HampsiMyo paboTasn ¢ KopomeBoi IMuiia:
YBEOOMJISIJI O MIPOIIEHUSIX, HAaTOMUHAJ 0 BCTPeYaX, MOAT0TaBIMBA PACIOPSIOOK OHS C YYETOM BCEX,
maxke MOTEeHIIHaIbHAIX, IePEeMEeHHLIX. X0Th TaK Ha3klBaeMOM [OMXKHOCTH «CeKpeTapb» U He
CYILIECTBOBAJIO B 3TOM MHpE, 9TOT YeJIOBEK KaK HeJlb3s KCTaTU IMOAXOHUII 07l HaHHOe ONpenesieHue.

- A? Yxe? - KoposieBa nmogHssach C MecTa U JIETOHBKO CTYKHYJIa JIafOHSIMU 10 CTOJLY, IPUBJIEKas
BceoOlllee BHHMaHue. - ['ocrioga. 1 Bac IOKUHY.

- Ho kax xe...

- ChoemnaiiTe BCE, YTO BO3MOXKHO, labbl OCHACTUTh BOMCKA B KpaT4yakilire CPOKU. 3afefCTBYITE BCEX
V36paHHBIX, UTO ¥ HAc ecThb. [I71eBaTh Ha MOCIEACTBUS, JIUIIH Obl MBI MOTJIM IIOTSATAThCSA ¢ HUMUpPH.
Ecnu u sToro OygeT HEAOCTAaTOYHO... YTO XK... Torma Mbl IIpoTmajy.

Hour Medapa moKuHY A TEPETOBOPHEIN 3aj1 M HAaITpaBUIach B OMONMMOTEKY - TaM Obllla Ha3Ha4YeHa
elIlé OHa BCTPEeYa, TAKOTO XKe BAaXKHOT0, HO 0oJee... MPUATHOTO XapaKTepa.

OHa BoIIlJIa OfHA.

- Ox? - 4yelI0BEK OTBJIEKCS OT KHUTH. PSITOM C HUM HECTPOMHBIMU CTOIKAMU IMPUIOTUIACH HECKOIBKO
IEeCITKOB OPYroil NUTepaTyphl, a B Onuxkaiiux mKadax 3usnu geipbl. O4eHb peiko A3ea MOXKHO



ObL710 YBUIETh 063 HarpOMOXKIEHUST KOXKY U CTa/Iu IIOM HeM - CETOHS XKe OH BHITJISIIeN B KaKOU-TO
creneHu... OTKPHITHIM? Be33aluTHEIM?

- HoOpkhIlt OEHB.

- [1oOpHIH. - OH KUBHYJI B OTBET U C HEIPOMKHUM XJIOIIKOM 3aKphIJI KHUTY B pyKaX. - 71, KaK BUHUIIIE,
yXe Hayall...

KoposeBa 3eranTHo nogolia 611xe K HEMY ¥ IPOTSAHYIa pyKy. Kasanocs, emeé 4yTh-4yTh - U eé
7IalOHb OCTAHOBUTCS IIPSIMO Ha Ipyau Asena, HO... KOHEYHO XKe, IeByIIKa MOTSHYIACh 3a KHUTOH.
OpHuMu Ty6aMu ITPOYKMTAB Ha3BaHKe, OHAa He CMOTJIa CAepKaTh B3[oXa:

- ...0T0 He T0. CeMelHbIE apXUBHI B OTEIBHOM KOMHATE.
V30paHHBIY OTTIAMENl OCTaBIEHHYI0 HallOCIEe[0K ropy.

- Ay. Hy nagHo, moToM Kak-HUGY[b... - TapeHb IOTHSJICS C MeCTa, XJIOMHYB 10 CBOEMY [IEeJI0BOMY
payioHy - OT IIOCTOSTHHOTO CHIEeHUS Ha TpaBe U KaMHSX A3es 3apaboTas IPUBBIYKY OTPSIXUBATHCS OT
IIBIIA ¥ TPSI3U. BCIIOMHUB, OJHAKO, TOe OH HaXOOUTCS, TOT KOPOTKO IIOCMESIIICS TIOJ YAUBIEHHBIN
B3TJISIT] CBOEY BPeMEHHOM CITyTHUIIH U YNIbIOHYIICS. - Hy, Begu, Most Koposiesa.

- ...Hawm cmoga...

B kpato KOMHATHI, OTOPOKEHHOE KeJIe3HOU PEIIETKOM B BUle KaKOT0-TO PAcTeHUs, Pacroiaranoch
Ipyroe IMoMeIlleHe, HO TOPa3go MeHbIIe - MeTpa YeThpe B miIuHYy. [10 06e CTOPOHEI 0 CAaMOTO
TIOTOJIKA BO3BHIIIAJIUCH ITKadkl, C ABepLaMu U 6e3, 10 yrmopa HabuTkie 6ymMaroi: KHUTaMHU, CBUTKAMH,
OTeNIbHBIMY JTUCTaMHU, IIPUKPEIIEHHBIME HEBEIOMO KakK K fepeBy. Ha TiaTenbHBIN pa30op BCero
3TOTO0 MOXKET YUTH HECKOJIbKO [HEH, a Ha YTEeHUE... CUET IOUIET Ha HEelIn.

- EcTb Kakue-HuOynb upmen?

- Ecnu yecTHO, ma. - [eBYIIKa AOCTala OTKYa-TO KJII0Y ¥ IPUHSIACh OTIUPATh PEIIETKY. - MecsI]
Has3ap s nepebupana HEKPOJIOTY MOel CeMbH. X0Tea... HaUTH YTO-HUOYOb II0X0XKEE C... TEM...
ciay4aeM. BOpyr ymacTcst mpoCiIenuTh, C KOTO HadaIiCh BCe 3TH KEPTBEL

- U kak?

IIBoe BomuIu BHYTPh. KoporeBa cpa3y ke Hadaja peThCS B OMHOM U3 IKadoB, a A3esl, He Hauns cebe
fiefia, IPOCTO BEPTEJ T'OJIOBOM M3 CTOPOHEL B CTOPOHY.

- Koneuno Her. [lake B TMYHBIX 3aMKCIX HUKTO HE XO4YET IIPU3HATHLCS, BOT HeOIarogapHele, mpaBaa?
- IeBYyIIKa HaTSIHYTO yNIbIOHyMack. CIMIIKOM Maji0o BpeMEeHHU IIPOIIIO, YTOOR BCIIOMKAHATE 000 BCEM
CIIOKOMHO, TI03TOMY IIPOILle BCET0 el ObIJI0 IEPEBECTU TEMY. - A TBOS...

- M-m?
- { xoTena y3HaTh... TBOS CEMBA...
- Ox. Hy, THI Begp yuTana gqocke, KOTOPOE CHesanay Ha MeHS?

- Hanomuwu-Kka, - KoposneBa Haruymnach, mepedupasi CBUTKY C HUKHUX IIOJIOK, - 3TO TO, TMle THl HaBpas
c Tpu Kopoba, xe-xe?

- ...Ax, ma, coBceM 3a0krin 00 3TOM. UTO XK, pa3 YK Mbl B JOBEPUTEILHEIX OTHOIIEHUSX, HE TOBPENHUT,



eCJIM s paccKaxy Tebe mpaBay. - BCE ke, A3ey OBIO HEMHOTO HEYIOTHO, Cyfs IO CJIOKEeHHBIM Ha
TPyO¥ PyKaM ¥ HEMHOTO 3aKPBITOU TO3€.

- Bcst BO BHUMaHUH.

- Hy... Pomumcs 51 Ha OCTPOBE... B CTPaHe BOCXOMSAIIETO CONTHIIA, TakK €€ Ha3eiBaid. OHa [aneko Ha
BOCTOKE, MOXKHO CKa3aTh, 3a 3To¥ Koanuimeir CBOOOMHOTO... YET0-TO TaM... - OH IOKPYTHII JIQ[IOHBIO.
- Orell ¢ MaTepbIo HOIro paboTanu BMeCTe, 3aHUMAJIUCh... HY, Y4eM-TO BPOJie POCTOBIIUYECTBA.

- BaxHzrie mrogu?

- He uT06®I OueHb... MOKHO CKa3aTh, CpefHel pyku. O0mue COemKu, CJI0BO 3a CJI0BO, X BOT yXKe Ha
CBeT MosiBUJICS 5. Korma MHe OBIIO MSTh, MBI VIIJIBIIA OTTYHA: KAKKUe-TO OBIIH MPOOIEeMEI, TO U
OYHTEI, TO I IeMOHCTpaIuu... He MoOMHIO yXe, HO CyTh OfiHA... POmuUTe N B3s/IK BCE, YTO MOXKHO, U
nepebpanuck B JIOHM... - A3es 3amHyJICs, CIy4YaiHo cOONITHYB JUIIHET0. - B 001IeM, [la, U CTaIu
paboTaTh B HOBOM MECTe.

KoHeuHO, mieByIIIKa KOPOJIEBCKUX KPOBei He Oblla I'IyX0BAaTOM TNIYIBIIIKON - OHA ITPEKPACHO IIOHSIA,
4yTO €€ cobeceIHUK He X0YeT PacKpPHIBaTh MOAPOOHOCTEN cBoel x)u3Hu. Ho... oHa mpuHsna 3To. 1
Hafesiach, YTO IPOU3HECEHHEIE €€ CIIaCUTENIEM CJI0Ba OBIIM MCTHHHBIMHU... TyCTh U HEMHOTO
O0OPBLIBOYHBEIMH.

- OHU co3[aiy CBOE [IeJI0 U Hadaju MpakKTUiecKu ¢ HyJig. HoBoe MecTo, HOBble 3HAKOMCTBA, BCE
Takoe... MHe TOXe ITOHPaBUJIOCh. ['OBI TPOIeTEeNN He3aMeTHO: yueba, Ipy3bs, ITepBasi 1000BE... -
Azen mepecéexcs B3TJIAaMu Co CBoel cobecenquuIell. B Kakoi-To MOMEHT OHa IIpeKpaTusa
nepebupaTh OyMazxKKK U MPOCTO ciyiana. - O, ma He CMOTPY Ha MeHs Tak. KoHeuYHo, ¢ Helt HU4ero
He BBILLIJIO.

- A s HU4Yero u He ckasaja, Xu.

- [Ta-ma, Tak u moBepul... X-X... Ouu noru6nu, Korga MHe ObIJIO YeTHIPHAALATh. ABapus. bricTpas
CMEepPTh, Kak II0TOM CKa3ai.

- Azern, MHe...

- ITo 3Ty CTOpPOHY OKeaHa y MeHs He ObIJT0 POACTBEHHUKOB, TOJIBKO IPY3bs U 3HAKOMBIE C PA0OTHI
poputesnen. Kak okKa3asnocs, K 1ydineMy. Bce qeHbru u [OM OHU OCTaBUJIA MHE, TOJIBKO BOT... TI0
3aKOHY, IIOKa 51 He [IOCTUT COBEPIIIEHHOIETHS, PaCIIoOpsixKaThCs g IIpaBa He uMmen. M TyT... Hadamochk
xynuiee. Hanetenu cTepBATHUKYU. - OH IIPOCTOSJI MOJTYa LeIyi0 MUHYTY, IT0Ka BAPYT HE IIPOIOJIKUI
TOBOPUTL. - TOJIBKO 0 HUX JOIIJIM HOBOCTH, KaK OHU TYT XKe Haju 0 cebe 3HaTh... YEPTOBHI C-
CYKHHHL... HeKOTOpEIe Jaxke Ha IMOPOT 3asBUIUCE, IPejiaras ONeKy «U3 YHUCTHIX MO0YKIeHHUN » !
ITaxke DOKTOpa ¥ APY3bs HOHUMAIH, TOIHKO IIPEiCTaBhb.

- Y, KaK TH TOCTYNUII? - APOKALIKM T'0JI0COM Ipou3Hecia Koponesa. OHa He MOTJIa HE CIIPOCHTb.

- ITommpocun xopoIero 3HaKOMoro ¢ paboTH poguTesei. 3apaHee OTOBOPUJI CYMMY, KOTOPYIO OH
TIOJTYYUT 3a SIKOOBI OTIEKYHCTBO [0 COBEPIIEHHOIEeTHs. [IoroBop Jaxe cocTaBuil... OTJsabBasiCh
Has3af, Ta OyMaxkKa Croguiaach OBl pa3Be YTO Ha MOATEPETHCS, HO MYKUK ITOCTYIIUII IT0 YECTU: B MOU
Iierna He Jie3 He B3SJI JIMIIHET0, ¥ Mbl Pa30IUINCh Ha Xopolnen HoTe. TyT s moHsn... OguH, 6e3 11emu u
MeYTHl, B IIyCTOM MUpPE U TOpOU AeHer... YTo MHe 0CTaBasioCh, KpoMe Kak... Mpua. Y omHaX [k 5
BCcTpeTun Ero. A maneine THl 3Haelns. IOMulll, BagyH, Tam u ocen. [lamaria TBOM NpO3HA PO MEHS
u... [a. [Ja... Tl 4TO CTOUINb, HAITIA YTO-HUOYOL?



-...A? A? [I-na, B-BOT...

B eé pykax 6bi1 cBUTOK. OmKCh, CHeaHHas IBECTH JIEeT Ha3al, epenrucalHas HeOMHOKPATHO,
TIePEeYUCISIONIAs BeIly, C KOTOPBIMEM DMHUIII, TOT CAMBIHM IEPBHIM KOPOJIb OMHOMMEHHON CTPAHH,
OTIIPABHUJICS B IIOCJIEMHUM IIyTh HAa TOT CBET.

[TocnecnoBue ABTOpa (YOUBIEHHOE).

O. CoTtouka. Hy npuBeT, MOl HOPOTOM COTHIM YUTATENb, IPUCaXKUBalcs Moya- KxM. B o01mewM,
IaMsTHHIN IeHb, BCe [efla, Haio TeIeph B Y€CTh 3TOT'0 COOBITHSA €Il TIaBhl KJIelaTh, 3aBTpa OymeT
ogHa. Bcem cnacu00, 4TO BBI €CTh, BCEX LIETYIO - aXKe TeX, KTO COMPOTUBIISETCS, - BCEX JII00IIO... 9-3-
9a-a-a... [loyay nepBbi TOM NOPESaKTUPYIO...
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