ToM HeCIIEIIHO IPOTYINBAJICS [0 yIKulaM JINXTeHIITeHHA. ITO OBII0 HeOOIbIIOe KHSIKECTBO,
pacmosnarasieecs mexny llIBeiinapues u ABcTpuei. Manbuuk mobpascs cioga u3 dpaHuuu 3a
BpeMs CBOero myTeriecTBus. OH MPeOIPUHSII €T0, IJIS U3yYeHUST UCTOUHUKOB MaTuu, U OJIs
coOCTBEHHOT0 caMopa3BuTusi. C MOMEHTa BO3BpaIlleHus B 9TOT MUP, TOM Hayasl IOTJIOMATh 3HAHUS
CO CKOPOCThIO Ty6KM. OH YKTal MHOKECTBO KHUT, KOTOPBEIE TOJIBKO MOT HAWTH. MCII0Ib30BaHUe
Mar¥¥ IIPH TOMOIIH KOJIell, TTaJl04YeK, TOCOX0B: BCE 9TO OBITIO M3yUeHO UM OT KOPKHU [0 KOPKH,
OIOHAKO, IPaKTHKa OblJIa HEBO3MOXKHA, TaK Kak ToM He MOT 00HapyKHUTh HE ONHOT0 JIOHIOHCKOIO
BOJIIIIEOHHUKA.

B pe3ynbraTe, ToM Havyasl akTUBHO My TEIIECTBOBATh, U3y4Yasi Marndyeckrue apTedakThl, KOTOPEIE €T0
IPSIMO-TAK¥ 3BaJId. ITO OBITM MEeYH, KHUTH, BCSIKKE YKPAIIeHUs], C TPOCTEIMH, a ¥ WHOTA OYeHb
CTIOKHBIMU 3a4apoBaHusIMU. MHOrma, TOMy IPUXOOUIIOCH TPATUTh HECKOJIBKO THEU ISt TOT0, YTOOH
pacmnyTaTh pyHHBIe Ienu. Y gaiie Bcero, mocje u3y4eHus, 3a4apoBaHue Cllafajio Ha HeT, a IeHHbIH
Med, UM YKpalleHue, OTIIPABISIIUCE B Kotenb. Opyxue v OUKYTepUs Oelalich U3 JOBOJIBHO
IIEHHBIX METAJIJIOB, TO3TOMY, TOM IMPOCTO HE MOT OCTABUThH UCIIOPYEHHHIA apTedakT. Teneps, BHyTpU
ero XpaHUIIUINA, JIeXkKaJa Iejlasi Topa, COCTOSIIast U3 30JI0THIX YKpalleHu# u opyxkus. OHU ObITH
HETIPUTOMHEI 71T CPaXKeHUs, [0 KpaiiHeh Mepe 0e3 3avyapoBanus. M ToM, U3y4uB BCe IJIETEHUS,
HaMepeBaJICs 9TO UCIPaBUTh. Hemomgaméky OT 3TOM TOPHl PACIIOIOKUIACH CTOMKA KHUT. BoJibiras
YacTh U3 9TUX KHUT Oblyla o0HapyxeHa B ErumnTte, B oqHOM M3 TUpaMufl, KOTOPYo TOM IIOoCeTun B
TIepByI0 ouepenb. TOM He 3HAJ SI3BIK, XOTh YUJICOH U YYUJI €r0 BCeM SI3BIKaM, YTO 3HAJI CaM.
OcranbHbIe XKe KHUTY OBUTM HalIeHkl B IPYTUX cTpaHax. [[o TeX mop, I0Ka OH He CMOXKET UX
pacudpoBaTh, 3TU KHUTH OYAYT NBITUTLCS Y HETO B XPAHUTTHUIIIE.

VICTOYHMKOB Maruu ObIJI0 MHOTO, OKOJIO TpuAnaTu. M ceituac, ToM HampaBisieTCs K MOCTeTHEMY U3
HuX. ET0 0XXugaHus [0 IIOBOAY 3TOTO apTedakTa, ObIIM HECKOIbKO 3aBhillieHsl. OH YyBCTBOBAJ OT
HCTOYHMKA KaKyH-TO 3HAKOMYIO Maruio, KoTopas HaBeuBajla eMy CTapble BOCIIOMUHAHUS.
HacTpauBasick Ha OOHY C UCTOYHMKOM BOJIHY, TOM Ccpa3y MOHUMAJ, Ky[la eMy HY2KHO UATH. OTO OBLI
KaKoi-To Oaprep B ropax. Cyns 1mo BceMy, ero co3fall KaKOH-TO MOT'YIIIeCTBEHHbIH BOJIIIIEOHUK.

[Mopotins BrmoTHYIO K 6apbepy, ToM 3acTein. OH Hayasl BHUMAaTeIbHO PacCMaTpUBaTh IJIafikylo, efie
BUAMMYIO TIOBEPXHOCTh CTPYKTYpPEL. TOM MTOMHSII MIPaBYI0 PYKY, ¥ KOHYKK €TI0 YKa3aTeIbHOT0 IajIblla
HavaJl UCITyCKaTh SPKUi cBeT. TOM Hayas IPsIMO B BO3[yXe YEPTUTH pyHUUeCcKuit Kpyr. Korga
yepueHUe OBUIO 3aBeplieHo, TOM TOIKHYJ ero, ¥ IPU CONPUKOCHOBEHUY C 0aphepoM, OH Hayall
TIOCTETIEHHO YMEHbIIAThCS, TI0Ka IOJTHOCThIO He UCUe3.

— B3noMaTs He BHIHLET... — C coXkaJjieHueM noagyMain ToM. X0nogHEIM BeTep KOJIbIXasl AJIMHHBIE
BOJIOCH ToMa, ¥ Jaxe HeCMOTPS Ha JIETKYI0 YCTOMYUBOCTE K XOJIOTY, €My BCE 3Ke CTaHOBUJIOChH
HekKoMbopTHO. — «Korma g mpouay yepe3 6apbep, ero Blafesnel cpa3y Y3HaeT 0 MOEM
IIPOHUKHOBEHMH. 3HAYUT, TUXO CTALIUTh U YUTH HE MOIYYUTCS...»

Tom 3agyMasics, ¥ ake IePecTal AbIIaTh. B ero rojgoBe NPOCKOIb3HYIA TeHUAIbHAS MBICIIb, U OH
IIPOCTO IMPOIIEN Yepe3 Gapbep. B 3TOT :Ke MOMEHT, I'Tla3a CTapyuKa, CUOSAIIEr0 B 3aKPHITON KaMepe,
PaCKpPHUIUChH, U OH YIILIOHYJICS.

— T B moO0M criydae 060 MHe y3Haelllb... Tak 3aueM kKe OTTATUBaTh MOMeHT? Jlydille cienaTh BCE
cpa3y... — ToM ockanuics, ¥ okKasaj oTpociIre KiblKu. OH yXKe [I04yBCTBOBaJI €ro, CBOIO 1ieJIb. ITO
Ob11 uenoBek. OH npsiTasncs B OONIBIIOM 3MaHUU HENOJANEKY, OHO OBIJIO BEICTPOEHO U3 YEPHOTO



KMPIIKMYa, ¥ B HEM, IOMMMO TOT'0 CaMOI'0 HCTOYHKKA, HAXOMKUIIOCh eIllé HeCKOJIbKO COTeH 6ojee
cra0bIX.

ToM Hampsrcs, ¥ ero OKPYKUJl ejie BUAUMBIN CJIOM KpacHOU ayphl. ETro BOIOCH BCKOJIBIXHYJIUCE, a
Koxa mobymegHena. [To Hell, momo0HO BeHAM, IIPOCTYIIUIN YEPHEIE CUMBOIIHL. Heoxumnanuo, Tom
IIOYYyBCTBOBAJI 00J1b B parioHe y16a. YTO-TO MPOH3UIIO ero KOXY, 1 [0 ero Uy Hadyalla CTeKaTh
KpacHas, efiBa YEPHAs KPOBb. TOM MOTSHYJICS K TOMy CaMOMY MeCTY, ¥ ITI0YYBCTBOBAJI, KaK U3 MECTa,
YyTb BHIIIIE ero Ji0a, IPOCTYIIUIIO IBa MaJIeHbKUX pora. Temneps, B OTIMYUM OT TeX 3eMePHLIX, OHI
ObLIM HACTOSIIMMHU, U TIPU XKeJITaHUH, UCcYe3aTh He XOTEeJIH.

Tomac mogHsI cBOU PyKH, M ocMOTpent ux. Kortu cranmu 3aMeTHO ocTpee. Tenepb, OHU OBLIH
yepHBIMH, IPsAMO Kak y 2Kagroctu. Kpome Toro, Tom cTan mo-gpyroMy CMOTPETh Ha CHMBOJIEL Ha €ro
Tesie. Telepb, OH 3aMeTHJ1, YTO 9TO ObIIM PyHUYeCKue 1ernouky. OHU OTOSCHBAJIU €T0 TEJO, U
nepecekasicb, 00pa30BLIBaIM IJIETEHUS.

— Kak maBHO 3T0 6b17T0... — mogyMas ToM, BCTIOMHHAsI, KOT/Ia IOC/IeIHUH Pa3 UCII0Ih30Bal CBOO
bupMeHHYI0 CrTocOOHOCTD, McTepuio. OH IPSIMO-TaKKU COCKYUYMIICS 110 3TOMY OLIYLIEHUIO
BCEMOTYIIIECTBA, CHJIbI, KPOBOKAMHOCTH, KOTOPOE COTIPOBOXKMIAJIO ero MoBCoAy. YyBCTBO TeIla,
CX0xXkee C OLIYLIeHUSIMU NpU 00BSITHSIX KPaCHOM CYLIHOCTH, CJI0Ba, IIOATAJIKUBAIOIIe K yOUNUCTRY.
I'HeB. B ero co3HaHuu Ha MTHOBEHUE MTOSIBUIIOCH U300pakeHne KPacUBOU NEBYLIKY C KPACHBIMHU
BOJIOCAMH, ¥ KPACHBIMHU, XUIIHLIMHY TJla3aMu. PyOMHOBAs YaCTh TPOHA Hadaja PAcTH, 3aHUMas BCE
OoJbIlle TPOCTPAHCTBA, CpaBHUBast ce0st 3010ToM. Ho, KpoMe 3T0r0, G€mblit anMa3 TakxkKe Havall
Pas3BUBATHCS, OH, TOOOOHO KpacHOMY KaMHIO, HadaJjl IIOKPEIBATh TPOH. Hadyanmock cpaxkeHrue MeXIY
nByMs rpexamu. 2KagHOCTh OTCTYIIMIIA Ha BTOPOM maH. OcTanack TOJNBKO €€ JyacTh. 2Kaxma KPOBH.
ManbuuK C THTapHBIMHU T'Jla3aMU BCE TaKKe yaei0ascs B OTpaxKeHUU pa30UTOro 3epKaja.

ToM oToOpBasCs OT CBOUX MEICTIEH, U 1ToOexKas BIepE, IPsSMO K CTapUHHOMY 3[aHuI0. [lepeMernasch
¢ 0OJIBIIION CKOPOCTHIO... CKOPOCTHIO. ..

«JlaiHO, mepKU I'PYLIy». — IOCJIBIIIAJCS B TOJI0OBE MUCKIISIBLIN TOJIOC O€JIKH, ¥ OT 9TOTO CTaJI0 TOJIBKO
TpyCTHee. AccoLuaIys Co CKOPOCThI0, ObITI0 MPOCTO HEBO3MOXKHO 3a0HITh O TeX BpeMeHax. Cepplie
Toma OT 3TOr0 TOIBKO pacKasbiBanock. Ho mumacTeie TEPHUY He faBajid 3TOMY IPOU30MTH 0 KOHIIA.
fAuTaps Bcé Ooee HanuBal eMy I'Jla3a, OcBelas eMy IIyTh. OH 3allennIcs 3a 3Ty BO3MOXKHOCTb.

OOepHYBIINUCH KpacHOU MOIHUEH, TOM 3a CYMTaHHEIE MTHOBEHUS 0OKa3aJics Ilepef 3MaHueM, CKopee
HarmoMuHaBIMM OanrHio. Ha Bxoie HUKOTO He ObII0, T03TOMY TOM C JIETKOCTBIO OTBOPUJI BpaTa.
[TopHABIIKCE 10 XPYIIKUM CTyIIeHbKaM, TOM OKa3aJiCda B AJIMHHOM Kopupope. C JIeTKOCThIO 3alllaras
110 KOPUOPY, OH paccMaTprBall KaMephl, YTO OBLIM PaCIOJIOXKEHE II0 CTOPOHAM OT Hero. TaM Obliu
3aK/II0YeHH calbble, HEMOIIHEIE JTI00Y, 00JIbIIasl 4acTh U3 KOTOPHIX y2Ke JaBHO NOTepsiu cebs.

VicTouHuk Bcé mpubnukaics. ToM cpa3y MOHSJ, YTO 9TO OOUH U3 3aKJIIOUEHHBIX, ¥ YeM OJTHKe OH K
HeMy npubnuxarncs, TeMm 0ojiee KOHIIEHTPUPOBAaHHOM CTAHOBUJIACH Marus, TeM 0OOJIbIe OHA
HarloMuHaza eMy aTMocdepy B AHCUKTe. Y HEro CO3[aBajoch OIylleHKe, YTO IPSIMO celdac ero
BOJIOCHI KOJIBIIIIET TOT CaMBIY JIETKUY BETEPOK, BO3MYX, HACHIIIEHHBIA Marue a/1b(oB, Apuan u
pa3HO000pa3HBIX CYIIECTB, BCE 3TO BO3BPAIlalIOCh K HEMY.



U BOT, OH HAKOHEI] JOCTUT TOUKM Ha3HaueHus. OH CTOSIJ Iepel 3aK0JI0YEHHOM IBEPDIO, U C
MHTEPECOM paccMaTPUBAJ JIeTaloIIKe B BO3AYyXe 3aBUXPEHUST MaruyeCcKux 371eMeHTOB. ToM riy6oko
BIOXHYJI, a 3aTeM CO BCeU CUJION yaapuil ABepb. OHa copBaiach C MEeTejlb, U C XapaKTePHbIM
TPOXOTOM yIIajia Ha KaMeHHBbIH 110j1. MabuuK BOIIe/I B TEMHYIO KOMHATY, OCBEIIaeMyI0 TOJIbKO
MaJIeHbKUM PENIETYaTHIM OKHOM. [lepeql HUM CTOSJI CTYJI, HA KOTOPOM CHJeN cTapuk. HenpusitHoe
3penuire. ITOT YeJI0BEK IIPeACTaBsan co0oil 00TIHYTHN KoXel cKeneT. Ho, OH, Ka3amoch, He
YyBCTBOBaJ AUCKOMGOpPTa. YO00HO PACIOIOKUBIIUCH Ha CTYJEe, OH, HalleBasl BECENBIM MOTUBYUK, C
VCKPOY BeceJlbs pacCMaTpUBall roCTs.

— 3OpaBCTBYH, Malb4uK. — CKa3asl oH. He ycnen ToM OTBeTHTH, KaK IMOHSJI, YTO MUP 3aBpallaics,
addexT McTepun KOHUMIICS, a CaM OH OKa3aJICs Ha CTyJle, IPSIMO Ha MecTe cTapuka. CTapuk xe
pacxakuBall BOKPYT, ¥ ocMaTpuBajl ToMa CO BCeX CTOPOH. — B MpuHIKIIE HEIJI0X0, HO MOTJIO OBITh U
nyuuie. — CTapuK HAKJIOHUIICS K uiy ToMa, ¥ HaXKajl TOHKUM IIaJIbIleM B IeHTP Jiba I0HOTO I'OCTSI.
Ha 10y, B To¥ caMol TOuYKe, IPOCTyMHIa evaTh [Ipyuna. B aTOT ke MOMEHT, Ha JI0y cTapuKa
IIPOCTYIIKJIA Ta XKe caMasi me4yaTh. — A-xa-xa-xa! Tak u 3Han. Kakoii THl 10 CUETY? — CIIPOCUTT
crapuk. O4eBUHO, OH UMeJl BBUAY, Kakou ToM 1o cuety [Ipyun.

— Tpunaguateii. Mens 30ByT ToMm. Tomac [Ixeumc [Ixxacmep. A Bel? — crpocun ToMm. OH yxe
BepHYN cebe camoobiafanue, ¥ ¢ HeObIBaJIbIM UHTEPECOM PacCMaTpHBal CBOETO MIPe/IIeCTBeHHUKA.

— IIBeHaguathiii. ['ennept ['puH-me-Banpn. — npepcrasuincsa oH. — Ho... YTo TwI 3mecCh feaenb?
Pa3Be THI He JOMKEH NOAAePXKUBaTh KU3Hb AHCUKTa? — CIPOCHUII CTapHUK.

Tom Hauan cBoii paccka3. OH paccKasas eMy BCE, HauMHas C ero MafeHus B PeKy, U 3aKaHYKWBasd
cpaxenueM ¢ MHpekTOM. Pacckas OBl OIMHHEIM, BpeMeHaMHu, [ puH-me-Banba cMesincs, BpeMeHaMH,
OH He IPOSBIIAN HUKaKuX aMouui. Ho, 0H He 3nmuica gaxe Korga ToMm paccka3siBal o [laHakuie.
Cam xke ToM, 4yThb 71 He KONOTUJI CTeHY. OH CJIOBHO 3aHOBO ITePeKUBaJl 3Ty UCTOPHIO. ITO OBIIIO
Tsa2kes0. OH fenas HeCKOJIbKO may3, u ['ennepT He BUHUT ero. OH BUfElN, B KAKOM COCTOSTHUU
HaxoOouTcs ManbuuK. Korga pacckas Obll OKOHYEH, MyXK4YUHa B35JT CJIOBO.

— Ox, [laHakumib... A Befb I IIOMHUJI €T0 COBCEM MOJIOIBIM... 3HAYUT, €CIIH OH CBSI3aJiCA C
3apaxeHuneM, OH BCE XKe pemumuncs Ha o6beguHeHue ¢ Konomgem Hupmyca... He mepexwuBaii, MbI
BOCCTAHOBMM AHCUKT. TOIBKO HYKHO OyneT cTaTh cunbHee. C 3TOT0O MOMEHTa, S CTAHy TBOUM
yuuteneM. Tvl Beb HE IPOTUB? — CIPOCUII OH, a TOM JIUIIL KUBHYII.

— Ecnu BBl CMOKeTe ITOMOYb MHE CTaTh CUJIbHEE, ST He OCTAHYCh B monry. — CIIOKOWHO cKa3as Tom.

— 3ameuaTenbHO. B TakoM ciydae, opa BeIBUraThcs. [lopa BepHyThCA B AHrIn0. — CKasan
Tenneprt, B ero rjaa3ax mieckajgach HOCTAJIbI U,

OH BBIIPSIMUJI CBOIO CIIMHY, ¥ XJIOMHYJ B Hafoiri. OTOBCIOAY MOCIIBIIIAINCE CTOHB U 607e3HEeHHEIE
XPpHUIIEL, a caM ['enyiepT mocTeneHHo Mosiodesn. Ero BoIockl BO3BPAIaiv CBOM ITePBOHAYAILHEIN I[BET,
MOPIIMHBI KCUE3aJIH, a CIIHA BRIIPSMIIsSiIack. Korya ero Bo3pact BepHYJICS K OTMETKE B IBafillaTh
JIeT, TOJIOCA 3aTUXJIK. A caM BOJIIIEOHUK YCTAJIO TOTSIHYJICS.



— TlocnenHue mecATUIETUS, 3TU MMAaPA3UTHI KUJIK JIUIIH 3a CUET MOeH XKU3HEHHOU Cujbl. KTo-To U3
HUX OOJIKeH OB yMepeTh ellé OecsTh JeT Ha3al, HO S He JaBajl UM 3TOro. Mou Bparu OOJIKHBI ObLIH
MY4aThbCs [OJbIIe, HO, Pa3 YK ThI MPHUIIET], S BEIHYKOEH OTIYCTUTh UX B YUCTHIM Mup...— 00BbICHUT
cBoM mocTymnok ['puH-me-Banbg. — [TokgéM. — cKa3asl OH, BHIXOAS U3 KaMepHI.

)%k

Yxke uepes ofiuH feHb, ToM u ['enniepT BepHYNUCH B JIOHIOH. MyXk4rHa 00bsiCHUI TOMy, 4TO 110
BCEMY MHUDY CYIIECTBYIOT crielidanbHble [1opT-Kmtoun, moMmoraroiye BonmebHUKaM IepeMeniaTbCs
MeX[y CTpaHaMU 3a CYMTaHHbIE MUHYTHL. [IOMHMO 3TOr0, OH Hayall IIOCBAIIATh MalbyriKa B XKU3Hb
OOBIYHEIX MAroB peayibHOTO MUpa.

ToM IpOBEN CBOET0 HOBOTO COIO3HMKA K CBOoeMy 0COOHSKY. 1151 HyxKp ['puH-ne-Banbga Onina
BBIZleJIeHa 0omblllas KOMHATa, [0 COCEeACTBY ¢ KOMHaTol ToMa. KpoMe Toro, Manb4uk 00eCledus1 ero
IOeHbraMy U OfeXKM0M, a caM OTIIPaBUJICS ClaTh.

[TpocHYBIINCH Ha CIIEAYIOUTNH TeHb, TOM, CTyCTUBIIKCEH B TOCTUHYIO, YBULET HOBOUCIIEYEHHOTO
COI03HMKA, CUASIIETO Ha OUBAHE, U C HHTEPECOM CMOTPSIIEr0 TeIeBHU30P. DTO BHITIISIEI0 3a0aBHEIM,
103TOMY, TOM yIBEIOHYJICS ¥ 3aHSII MECTO B Kpecye PSmoM C JUBAHOM.

[enmepT, yBUIEB CBOET0 HOBOTO yUeHUKaA, CKa3al:

— ¢ monro mymar, U PeIusi, YTO MbI C TOOOM HOJIKHEL CHOEeIaTh B IEPBYIO OYepeb.

— WM 4T0 XKe? — 3aMHTEePEeCOBAHHO CIPOCUIT TOM.

— 4 momXeH BePHYTH CBOIO TAJTOYKY, a ThI JOJIXKEH OTYYUTHCS Ha BOJINEOHNKA, U KAaK MUHUMYM
OJTy4YuTh 0Opa3oBaHue. [109TOMYy, ST peurus, 4To 010 OBl HEII0X0 YOUTH ABYX 3ailleB OMHUM
BBICTPeJIOM. MEI IONKHH OyeM MPOHUKHYTh B XOTBApPTC, ¥ HE3aMETHO 3amucaTh Tebst B peecTp
Kuuru [Joctyna. Tebe Xe ellé HET OMMHHAAIATHA? — CIIPOCUI MYXKYMHA.

— Hert, uyepe3 ceMb MecsIieB OyIeT. — CIIOKOMHO OTBETHII TOM.

— Tax BOT, THl OTIIPaBUIIbLCS Ha 00ydeHUe, a 1 Nonpolyio CTaTh ONHUM U3 IIpodeccopos. TeMm ke
npodeccopoM 3amuTs oT TémMHEIX McKyccTB. B Teuenuu TBoero o0ydenusi, Ml 6yzmeMm cobupath
nHbOpMauuo, 1 nonpodyeMm cMecTuTh [lambnpgopa. Mos nmanodka y Hero. f Bcé HUKaK He MOT'y
3a0BITh, KaK OH MeHs 00MaHyJl. — ['esyiepT 3aKphli I1asa.

— A gTo MBI GyzieM fienaTh ceiigac? — crpocui Tom.



— A cettyac, MBI 6y[1eM aKTUBHO YYUTHCS. § TOCMOTPIO Ha TBOU CITIOCOOHOCTH, ¥ 0OBSICHIO: KAKOBO
aTo ObITh [IpyumomM. ThHl, TakKKe HayuuIIhb MEHS Tapo4YKe TPIOKOB, 0COOEHHO MHE UHTEepeCcHa 3Ta TBOS
cnocobHOCTh. K c1oBy, TH OyZmelb Y4TO-TO feniaTh ¢ poramu? OHM HEMHOT'O MOTYT HaC BHIAATh.

Tom ycrano motep 6entie pora. OH yKe mgymas o0 3TOM, HO pellleHNsI BCE HUKAK He JIe3/I1 eMy B
TOJIOBY.

Buumanue! 3TOT nepeBon, BO3MOXKHO, €IIlé He TOTOB.

Ero cratyc: uget nepeson
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