Korga ToM OTKpHI I'1a3a, OH He cpady MOHsJ, Tae HaxomuTcs. [Tom co6oi OH 4yBCTBOBAJI TBEPAYIO,
KOJIIOYYI0 3eMJII0, YCeSTHHYIO KaMHSIMH, PaKyIIKaMi ¥ PeIKAMU POCTKaMHU TpaBel. B HeOe cTosima
IIPOCTO OTPOMHAS IJIST 9TOM IIJITAaHETH (ProIeToBas JyHa, KOTOpas HallOMUHAJa UieanbHyI0 chepy,
6e3 Kakux-1ub0 HEPOBHOCTEH. M3 Bcero aToro, Majab4uK MOT CHOEJIaTh BEIBO, YTO 3TO He JIyHA ero
MHpA... 3HAYUT, Pa3HbIe MUPHI HAXOMSITCS B PA3HBIX 3BE3THEIX CHCTEMaX? ITO 0YeHb 03aJaumIIo
ToMa, Tak YTO OH PEIINJI OTIOXKHUTH 9TOT MOMEHT B [IOJITHH SUTUK. JIMIIL ceiyac, OH MOHS, KaK
HM3MEHUJICH...

Panrine, eme no AHCUKTA, [la faXKe 00 3HAKOMCTBA C YHUIJICOHOM, OH OBl He 00paTuiI Ha 3TO HUKAKOI0
BHUMaHUA. Ho ceruac... Ceiidac OH 04eHb X04eT U3YUUTh 3TOT (peHOMEH... Ho elle He BpeMs. PaHo.
HyXHo mOHSATB, Ky[la e OH IIoTaJl, U TIOe BCe.

[Tporren geHs, C TeX IOP, KakK OH cTan [IpyumoM. ETo HUKTO HE TPEBOXKUII, BCe OBITH YEM-TO 3aHSTHI,
TaK YTO OH IIPOBEJI MeHb B TOPJOM OOHHOYECTBE, ¥ B IOMEITKAX OCO3HATH CBOM CIIOCOOHOCTH. YHJICOH
CTPOT0-HACTPOTO 3aMPETUII EMY HCITONIb30BATh MICTEPHIO, TAK YTO €My OCTABAIOCh JIUIIL UCITHITHIBATD
CBOIO (U3UYECKYIO CUIIY, U CBOM HOTH, KOTOPBEIE HYKHO OBIIO eIé HaTPeHUPOBaTh. BOJbIIY0 YacTh
BYEepaIlHero qHs, ToM IIPOBEN B MPOTYIKE, ¥ IIPUBBIKAHUIO K CITOCOOHOCTH XOOUTh 0€3 ITOCTOSTHHOTO,
COKPBLITOT'O BHYTPH ce0s1, KeTaHus KOro-TO YOUTh. A Befb TaK Bcerga u OBITIO.

Kaxpeiit pa3, korga ToM BCIIoIb30Ball CBO CITOCOOHOCTD, KTO-TO HAIIEMTHIBAJI €My KPOBaBhIE
COHETHI. B mepBhIi pas, Korja 9To IIPOU30IIIIO, OH IIOAYMAJI, YTO 3TO ralTIONUHAIINY, U Hadall
UTHOPUPOBATh BHYTPEeHHMI royioc. Ho B mocnenHee BpeMs, OH IIOCTETIEHHO HAUMHAET IPUHUMATh
ce0s1. Yero TOBKO CTOSIT €T0 CPHIBHL, KOTOPHIE XOTh U HE YaCTO, HO IPOUCXOAST. CTOUT TOIIBKO
BCIIOMHUTH 0UIMO3HOI'0 BOPOHA U3 IMyCTHIHYU B [TycToM Mupe, unu xe 37100y, HAaKaTHUBIIYIO Ha HETO
BO BpeMs OectuBans. C 3TUM OIpeneeHHO Hy2KHO YTO-TO eflaTh, U XKejlaTeJIbHO OBICTPO.

[TpuKpHIB T71a3a, ToM Havan BCIIOMUHATH BCE, YTO C HUM IIPOMCXOIOUIIO BUepalTHUM BeuepoM. Bemb oH
TIOMHUJI, YTO THEM OH BCe eIll€ Haxomuics y ce0st B KomHaTe. CleqoM UET oyepenHas IPOrysKa 1o
3UMHEMY JIeCy, a 3aTeM, IIPOBajl ¥ BOT OH, IIPOCHITIAETCS Ha CHIPOM 3eMIIe.

Tom nogHsincs u ocMoTpen cebss. Ha HéM Obliv cBOOOOHEIE YEPHEBIE IITAHE U Oesas pyOalka ¢
OTpe3aHHHIMU pPyKaBaMu. [lanee, ero B3I CKOJIb3HYII Ha JTaJOHb IIPABOM PYKH, KOTOpAs TYT XkKe
3aHblTa oT 6onu. Ha nmamoHu OBIZI0 MHOXKECTBO MaJIeHbKHUX, 110 O0bIlnel YacTu HErIyOOKuX IlapalyH.
[TpuMeyaTeNnbHBIM OBIJIO TO, YTO TaK Ke, TaM OBIIM ¥ IIpaMHl OT Y2Ke 3aKMBIIKX llapanuH. B romose
Havasics OypHBIM MBICTUTENbHBIN mpotecc. [lIpamel Ha mamoHu... Cyast o BCeMy, UM yKe HeCKOJIbKO
OHeH, a TO ¥ Hefenb... CKOJIbKO XKe BpeMeHHU IPOIIIO0?

Bokpyr He OBIIO U cliefia XKHW3HU, POCIIM OOUHOKKE IYYKHU BSJION, Ype3BEIYAMHO CYyX0ii TpaBkl. ToM
1I0flaJ MOTOK Maruy B HOTH ¥ MOANPHITHYI. OKa3aBIIMCh B BO3AyXe, OH CMOT IIOJIy4ille PaCCMOTPETH
OKpyXkeHue. Ha MHOTHE KUJIOMETPH PACKHHYJIACh OTPOMHAS ITyCTOILIb, HATTOMUHABIIAS eMy
ITYCTHIHIO.

BriGopa He GBIIO, TO3TOMY, HELOJTO AyMasi, FOHBIH [Pyl OTIIPABHUIICS B IPOHU3BOJILHO BEIOPAHHOM
HampaBnenun. OOHAKO, He PO/ ¥ JeCSTH IIIaroB, OH OCTAHOBHUIICS, YCOMHUBIIUCH B TOM, UTO OH
BooOITIe mBUXKeTCs. Co3aBaoch OIylleHre, OYOTO OH He [eflaeT ¥ mara. ToM IpHCcesT Ha KOPTOUYKH,
1 TIPOBETT IAJIbIIEM II0 PBIXJION 3€MJIe, OCTAaBUB Ha HeW MOJIOCKy. [lanmee, OH BCTAJ, U MOIIEN BIEPET,



BHUMATEJIbHO HabImoas 3a TeM, KakK I0JI0CKa Ha 3eMJie TIOCTETIEHHO yoandaeTCs.

— OTnu4HO, 3HAYMT, 5 UCKAJI IIOABOX TaM, I'7ie ero anpuopu He Obl10... — ToM 3acMessicst OT
IIOCETUBIIEN ero MeIC/IU. — HeyxXemnu g mepeHuMar0 napaHouio 0T YHUICOHA?

ToM TpoBOAVII MHOTO BpeMEeHHM C YYE€HBEIM. EMy OBIIIO HHTEPECHO U3y4YaTh YTO-TO HOBoe. HeT, oH He
npeHebperan 3aHITUIMU C I7nH, XaHT U Genpupom. OH IHIIb TPATHI CBOE COOCTBEHHOE BPeMS Ha
yTeHune HonraHTOB. BcmoMuHas UX YpoKU, 0COOEHHO IIePBHIE, €T0 IIPOIIMBaia TakKasi HOCTAJIbIUs. ..
Oco6eHHO TO BefIpo, YTO BCeryia CTOSIJIO BO3JIe CTOJIa, Ha CiIy4aii, ecliy MaJibuiK He BRIIEPKHUT... 1
IIOHaYasly Tak u OblIO, OMHAKO, Yepe3 HEKOTOPOe BpeMs, BeOPO ITOKUHYJIO CBOM IIOCT, Begb TOM cTas
I0-HACTOSIIEeMY HeIpoITnOaeMbIM.

Bsino mpopBurasich uepe3 IyCTHIHIO, TOM IIOCTOSIHHO YTO-TO BCIIOMMHAJ. Korga oH TOJIbKO OYHYJIICS, B
€ro ToJI0Be TBOPUJIACh Kallla, HO ceiiyac, BCS 9Ta IyCTOTa IIOCTEIIEHHO 3al0JIHANIaCh... YeM-To
TEIIJILIM. ..

TpenupoBku ¢ ®eHpupoM, ¢ XaHT, C IJIIH... 3aBTPaKu, 00€Ibl ¥ YKUHBI B TAKOU BECEJION KOMITAHUH. ..
Korpga y Hero emié 6ymeT Takasi BO3MOXKHOCTh?
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— Towm, x0Tb 4 Bce el€ nobanBaoch TeOs ¥ TBOEHM CYIIHOCTH, HO 51 BCE PaBHO PUCKHY... C 3TOTO OHS,
U B TeUEHUU CJIefyIOIIUX CeMU JeT, 1 Oyny TBouM yuuteneM. 4 Oyay yuuTs Te0s BCEMy, UTO 5 3HAIO,
3a UCKJIIOYEHUEM PelKuX UCKIIoYeHud. Thl momxkeH 6eCIPEKOCIIOBHO MEHS CTyIIaTh, BEOb, Tl Ke He
X0Uelllb MEeHS Pa303IUTh? — Ha JIMlle MUHUATIOPHOM MBIIIKY ITOSBUIACh 37100HAS YXMBIJIKA.

Tom npoMongars, BHEMaTeIbHO Ha0IIoas 3a CBOe yUuTeabHuUIlel. 3Ha Ol OH eIle TOTHa, YTo 3Ta
CTpAlIHAs XKEeHITMHA CTaHeT ero My4YuTenbHuIeH... JIyurre Obl OH BEIOpPA TEMHOTO HEKPOMAHTA,
TIOBEJIEBAIOIIEr0 TPYISATUHOM... A Belb MBIC/Ib TaKas y Hero Oblnia...

— Yero mMoyyuis?! — OJIM MIMPOKO PacKphlia Ijlasa, ¥ cTaja CMOTPETh Ha Hero Tak, OyaTo oH
CTaHET €€ YKUHOM.

— I-ma, mam! — OBICTPO cKa3an ToM, yKe IMOHUMAs BO YTO BIIYTaJICH.

— 41 BrIpocyia B KnaHe Cepsix KprIC... OTO ObINIM BENTUKKUE BOMHEL. M3 3TOT0 KilaHa BEIXOOUJIU BEJTUKUE
IIIUOHLI U Pa3BeAYUKHU, KOTOPHIE BEIXOAUIN B PeaIbHBEIN MUD, U CTAHOBUIUCH KITIOUEBLIMU HUTYPaAMU
B CpemHEeBEKOBbE TBOEI'0 MHUPA...

— Ho...



— He nepebuBait MeHst! — HEMCTOBO 3aKpuyaja OHa. — [la, T CKaxelb: «Ho 3T0 ke KphICH... Kak
OHU MOTJIM OBITH KAKUMU-TO TaM purypamu, cpenu nwogein?» OTBET IPOCT: OHU HUCIIOJIb30BaIH
crelnuasabHble MaCKUPYIOIINe Yapkl, I03BOJISIONIME UM IPUHUMATD BUL JIIOAEN, ¥ Yero yrogHo
BoOO1Ie. iIMeHHO 3TOMY 51 1 Oyny TeOsi yUUTh: YIOBKH, CTPATETUs U 0COObIe CITOCOOHOCTH MO€EM
cnenuanbHOCTU. Ho 9T0 mo3xke. B TeueHUU clenyomux OBYX €T, 1 Oyoy pa3BUBaTh TBOE TeEJIO.

ToMm KHUBHYII. XOTh OH ¥ HAaUuWHA 60STHCS 9Ty XKEHINMUHY, HO €ro IMPEeJIbIIAaIOT TaKKue BO3MO2KHOCTH.

— B aToMm nnane, Tebe 0OMHOBpPEMEHHO U ITOBE3JI0, U He TI0BEe3710. [Ipyroi TBOM yUUTENhb, TOT BOJIK —
OH CUJIOBUK. [103TOMY, BEPOSTHO OH OyHET pa3BUBATh TBOK CHJTY, @ MHE HAa000POT HYKHO Pa3BUBATh
TBOIO JIOBKOCTh ¥ THOKOCTh. OUEBHUIHO, YTO HAM IPUAETCS HOCTHUTAaTh KOHCEHCYca... Ho, Kak xKe 3To
OymeT cnoxHo. Cpa3y IOHSTHO, YTO Ha BallleM IIEPBOM YPOKe OH Cpa3y HAauyHET TeOs TPEeHHUPOBATh...
A mms Toro, 4TOOB HOCTHUYL PABHOBECHS, MHE TOXKEe IPUOETCS HAa4YaTh TBOM TPEHUPOBKH IIPSIMO
ceiiyac... Ax, KaK xe HanpsxkHo! HauyHéM c moctymnu. OHa goJizkHa OBITh TETKOM, 6€33By4HOU. BOT
KaK ThI XOMUIIIb?

ToMm cpenan YeThIpe IIara 1 OCTaHOBHUJICS, C JII00OMIBITCTBOM TJISIIST HA MEIIIIb,

— IToueMy Tak TpoMKO? 4 0o 9Toro He oOpalliana Ha 3TO BHUMaHUS, U Telephb MOHSATHO ITOYEMY: MO
OpraHu3M XOTeJ 3alUTUTh ce0s 0T pa3pylleHus MOero YyBCTBA TapMOHHUU... THl XOOUIITb, KaK Halll
Poxk...

— KTO0 Tako# 3T... — MOMIBITaNCA CIIPocuTh Ipo Poka Tom.

— He mepe0OuBait! — cHOBa 3akpuyaja OHa. — POK, 3TO Ta OrPOMHAas Yeperaxa, OT Iara KOTOpoi
HAUMHAIOTCS «3eMyeTpsiceHus». Hy Tol moHsn. — OHa riy00Ko BOOXHYJa. — bymeMm oTTauuBaTh TBOIO
TexHUKY. [Tonpo6y# cuenats miar... HesepHo!.. Het!.. He Tak! Taxk... [TonpoOy# mopgHATH HOTY... [la,
MoJiozell. A Temepb onycTu eé. [la HeT ke! HyKHO 3aHOBO IlepecTpanBaTh MOMIEIb TBOUX
OBUXKEHHUH... YTo XKe Tak CI0XKHO... JIagHo, HauHEM 3aHOBO...

)%k

ToM sIpKO yIBIOHYJICS ¥ PACCMESJICSI, BCTIOMHUB TIEPBLIHM YPOoK ¢ Imu. OH TYT XKe Hadall KOMUYHO
IIaraTh, CTapasicCh U3MaTh MaKCUMaJIbHO TPOMKUH 3BYK. A 3aTeM, OH Havasl UATU He MPUKJIaabIBas
HUKAKUX YCUIHNH, TaK, KaK ero Hayuusia Jnnu. CHayasa MsTKa, 3aTeM HOCOK. [10YTH HU eIUHOT0
3ByKa.

— EI.T.Ie Onl OeraTh Tak THXO... — IIPOT'OBOPHII OH, BCIIOMHHAs ClIedYIOIIee 3addHUE MBIIIKH.

BcnoMHUB elré mapo4ykKy 3abaBHEIX MOMEHTOB, TOM HeCIenIHo fo0pascs [0 BEICOKOW OTBECHOMU
ckanbl. [lo atoro, ToM HU pa3y He BUEN TaKUX I'Op, a TOUHEe TaKoro MaTepuasna. KamMmeHb OBLI



TTagKuM, HO IIPHU 3TOM, UMEJINCh CIIEIIMaJIbHBI€ BEIEMKH, B KOTOPEIE€ MO2KHO BCTABJIATH CTOIIBI U
JIaJOHH, YTOOBI BCKapaGKaTBCﬂ. Bupgumo, o5 9TOro oHa U HY2XHa.

Tom nmocMoTpen Ha3af, TTISAs Ha KUJIOMEeTPH CIJIOUIHOM ITyCTOIIN, KOTOPEIe OH ITPEodoJIer.

— Her, He BapuaHT. — CKa3aJl OH, ¥ BCTABUJ JIaflOHb B ITEPBYI0 BEIEMKY. TyT XK€ OH IIO4YyBCTBOBAJI
VKOJI, ¥ TOCTaB JIafIOHb, YBUEI Ha HEY MOSBUBIIYIOCS ITapanuHy. [1o ero Koxke CTeKJIa Kallis KPOBH,
U yIiaja Ha 3eMyi0. TOM MpOoCienun 3a ajfieHueM Kalljii, ¥ YBUAEN, YTO B TOM MecTe, TTie Kalljs
yIana, ecok OB clierka KpacHoBaThIM. [1a3371 B rojioBe Toma mmocTeneHHO coOuparcs.

Tom BCTaBHUI PYKY B BHIEMKY, HO y2Ke 60jiee 0CTOPOKHO, CJIEIOM BTOPYIO, ¥ Hadall KapabKaThbCs
BBepX. Ha ero KUCTSAX ¥ MMKOJIOTKAX YTSIKEIUTEIH, CTaTKUBAasICh C KAMEHHOHN IIOBEPXHOCTBIO,
otOuBamu puTM. [I0CTEIIEHHO, TOCTYKMBaHUE €My Ha4aslo HafloeaTh, HO BEIOMPATh He MMPUXOIUIIOCH.
Bepuusa mpubnukanachk, HO OYeHb MeIJIEHHO. BEITI0 0YeHb CIT0XKHO, U TOJ] KOHEI[ IyTH, ToM yXKe
00s1JICST, YTO YIIameT, OOHAKO, OH HOOPAsICs [0 BEPIINHEI JKMBBIM, HCIIOIb3Ys JIUIIb CBOU (HU3NUYECKHUE
CIIOCOOHOCTH. ITO OBITIO JOCTOMHO IOXBaJIbl. Bemgp, ManmbyuK, T€NTy KOTOPOTO BCETO JIUIIb BOCEMb JIET,
BCKapabKasics Ha BEPIIMHY CKaJlbl, BHICOTY KOTOPOH [azKe OH caM He CMOXKET U3MEePHUTh. ITO BHI3BAJIO
OBl HEOBIBAJIBINA aXKHOTAXK.

BepirHa oKa3anach fayiekKo He KOHIIOM IyTH. TOM MPOOOJIKUII UATH, B XKUBOTE IPeNaTeIbCKH
3aypy4asio, HO BOKPYT He OBIJIO HUYEro, KpoMe AyPalKoif, HEBKYCHOM, CyX0u TpaBhl. OH IIEN 0KOJI0
IBeHaOIlaTH YaCOB, HO JIyHa HU OMYyCKaJach, HU IOOBIMAJIaCh. ITO TaK¥XKe HABOJUJIO HA MBICIIH. ..
MEIC/IM O TOM, YTO HUYEro He IMOHSTHO.

— Yro 9T0 3a MecTo? Kak 5 ciofa moman? 9To Kako#-To Oapbep? Wnu gpyroe usamepenue? — B
T'0JIOBE TIOSIBIISINIOCH elre 0oJibIlie BOpocoB! — f1 He MOMHIO, YTOOR BUeN roe-Hubyab Takyo nyHy. U
s He TIOMHIO Ha KapTe peajbHOIr0 MUpa, Mupa AHCUKTa U B CHEXKHBIX fonuHax 3MepeHus
CunpBaHyca IIyCTOIIb U3 TAKOT0 CTPAHHOT'O IeCKa... Y rOphl U3 HENOHATHOr0 MaTepuana!l A
nepeyuTas OOJIBIIYIO YaCTh KHUAT YUIICOHA, HO HUUero momo6Horo He yBumen! YToOkl riaagkui
KaMeHb MOT molapamnaTts? [Ia aTo O6pen! Kak 9To Bo3MoxkHO? Ho ronof s 9yBCTBYIO, 3HAYUT HE COH...
— TYT OH 3aMony4al.

MonyaHue ATHAIIOCH IONTO. B pe3ynbTare, OH MPOCTO B3SIJI U JIET Ha 3eMJII0, 3aKphIBas ria3a. OH He
3aboTuicst 0 Mecte A Housera. [TpocTo B35, ¥ 3aCHYIIL.

BruMaHnue! 3TOT mepeBof, BO3MOXKHO, €II€ He TOTOB.

Ero cratyc: unet nepesof
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