ToMm cTOsIT HAPOTHUB KJIETKY, BHYTPU KOTOPOYM IIPOMCXOAUIIO HEUTO YAUBUTEIbHOE. Kak TOJIBKO OHU C
XaHT NOSIBUIUCH B TEMHOM IoMellleHun, ToM cpa3y npuroToBuics K 6010. OH 3Ha, yTo ®eHpup
HEMHOro He B cebe, HO... [Ipou301110 TO, 4ero HUKTO U3 HUX He 0XKUAaIl.

Kak TOJIBbKO BOJIK, CUISIINI B KJIETKe, YBUIET O€JI0CHEXKHYIO JIUCULY, OH IEePHYJICS, ¥ Hadall
IATUTHCS Ha3afl. YIEPUIUCH B ONHY U3 CTEH KJIETKY, OH HayaJl yMeHbIIAThCS B pa3Mepax, CXKUMasiCh
B OOHY MaJIEHbKYIO TOYKY, €Jle BUAUMYIO Ha [THEBHOM CBETE.

— Ycmoxkotics, — ckKa3alla nucuiia. — 1 He coOupaloch CHOBa MPpUYHUHSTH TeOe Bpen. Cerlvac MBI
3[1e€Ch 10 APYrOd NMPUYKHE.

— OHH TOBOPSIT MHE He MOgXOomuTh K Te6e... OHu rOBOPST, UTO THI ONACHA... S MOMHIO 9T0... KpoBs,
YTO peKaMu TeKia B A3aToT. Hacmiy-Bura. — moCHBIIIaCs NUCKISBEIYA T'OJI0C MaJIeHbKOTO BOJIKA.
ToMa nopa3susno To, Kak OH 3By4asl. YBePEHHBIU I'0JI0C, C IPUMECHI0 CTPAHHOTO MeTaJIJIn4eCKOro
CKpHUIIa, HO IIPHU 3TOM TaKou Oe3pa3nuunbiii. 2KecTkuii, rpyOsiii. Eciu 661 CMepTh HcKasa cebe rosoc,
oHa OBl TOYHO OJOJIKUIa ero y ®eHpupa.

— 4 tebe cka3asna yCIOKOUTLCS. Thl caM BUHOBAT, YTO TOTHA BCE TaK BHIIIIO. — IIPOTOBOPHIIA JIUCHUIIA
U TIOCMOTpeJIa Ha MeHs. B e€ rima3ax MoxKHO OBII0 TpouecTh: «[103Ke paccKaxy...»

B oTBeT Ha 9T0, TOM KpaTKO KUBHYJI, IIPOMOIKast HaOMOMATh 3a CII0KUBIIEHCS CUTYallueH.

— Toi ipaBa. [la... 4 MTOMHIO TOT fAeHb... CKONbKUX yOusa ThH... A CKOIbKUX yOunI si? — Bonk
3agyMarcs, riasafad Ha mucuny. Ero 3perue pacdokycuposanocs. — TE Torfa nepedopiua,
Maprynuc. — U3 Ki1eTKU IOCIIBIIIAJICSA HOPMaJIbHEIM YeJl0BeYeCKUY, XOTh U COaBJIeHHBIH, TOJI0C.
['ma3a IUCHUIEl pAaCKPBIIACE. BElla 11 9TO peakuys Ha I'0JI0C, UK Ha UMs, KOTOPOe OH Ha3Basl?
[TosBnsnmocs elife 60IbIIE BOIIPOCOB.

«KT0 Takas sTa Maprymuc? {1 nomH!o, 4TO Yelic ToXe Tak Ha3bBasl XaHT Ha ®ecTusasne, HO... YTO
3TO 3HAUUT?» — BOIPOC Hayasl IPpUHUMATh BCE Oosbiine Maciitalwl B rooBe y Toma. Ho on
OTBIIEKCH.

— Yero TH X04elllb? — CIIPOCHUII BOJIK. ET0 ronoc cHOBa CTal MPeXHUM, ¥ Ha JIUL0 XaHT BEPHYJach
MacKa IIPUBBIYHOTO el 6e3pa3nuyus.

— 4 xouy, 4TOOH! TH 00y4Yas 3TOT0 MajbyuKa. Y HETO eCTh MOTEHIIMal CTaTh APYHUOOM HaIllero jeca...

— $1 0TKa3bIBalOCh. ITO CIIUIIKOM [OJITO ¥ CKY4YHO. {1 GBICTpee BEIGEPYCh OTCIOAA.

— Ecmu TH CTaHeIs ero yuuTeneM, Torga s Te0s Beimynry. [IpsiMo ceiiyac... OqHAKO, MBI 3aKTIOUUM
KOHTPAKT. [l0 TeX Mop, ITOKa Thl He HAYYHIIIb €T0 BCEMY, TH Oyelurs HOCUTE... Llens... — Korma Bonik
YCIIBIIIIAT 9TO CJIOBO, OH CHOBA CTaJl OrpoMHLIM. OH BHITJISIEN Jaxe 00Jble, 4eM paHsiie. a u
Ka3aJIoCh, YTO B KJIETKE CTaJI0 HAMHOTO cBeTiee. Temepb ToM cMor nydiie paccMoTpeTh ®eHpupa.



9T0 OBLIT OTPOMHBIN YEPHEIN BOJIK, Y KOTOPOTO Ha IEPCTH OBIIN OTIIeYaTaHbl CTPAHHbIE TOPSIITe
pyHHL. Ero rimasa ropenu y»KacHBIM KEJITBIM CBETOM, a U3 ITACTH CTeKasla MarMa. KoHerl ero
OTPOMHOTO0 XBOCTa ORI OKpAIlleH B KPaCHOBATO-KEJITHIN 1IBET, M OUYEBUAHO, OB pacKajéH 0
BBICOKUX TeMIiepaTyp. — A, mpoctu. CoBceM 3abbia, YTO y TeOs C 9THM CBSI3aHHI IIJIOXHE
BOCITOMHUHAHUS... MBI HAHECEM Ha TBOE TeJI0 IevYaTh, KOTOPas CBSIXKeT Tebs ¢ 9TUM MecToM. Ecnu Thl
OTKaXKeIbCs BBHITIOJHSATH CBOM JIONT, IeYaTh BepHET Tebs cioma. OpHako, Korga ToM y3HAeT BCE, YTO
eMy OymeT HYXKHO, Tkl Oymelb CBOOOMEH.

— Trl 3Haelb, 4TO 51 He NOBePSIO IeYaTsaM... — B 9TOT MOMEHT, B I'/la3aX ¥ BOJIKa YTO0-TO GJIECHYIIO0, U
OH paccMesinicsi. — [IycTh OH 3acyHeT MHe B ITacThb PyKy. He BomnHyiics, {1 e€ He OTKyIly. — CcKa3al
OH, oOpamasch K ToMy. 3aTeM, OH ITOMOIIEN K KPalo KJIETKH, ¥ OTKPBLUI [1acTh.

«YT0? 3acyHyTh PYKY B IIacTh BoJIKa? f 4TO, COBCeM UAUOT?» — TOM pelln He [esiaTh 3TOTO.

— Her, THI cemaentb 3T0. — cKa3ana XaHT. — He BONHy#CsI, B KpaliHEM cllydae, Mbl OTPaCTuM Tebe
HOBYIO PYKY.

Bcé eme comHeBasich, ToM Mopomien K KJIeTKe ¥ IPOCYHYJI PYKY B IaCTh BOJIKA.

— Tak? — crIpocur oH.

— BepHo... — cKa3asl BOJK, U MacTh COMKHYJach. TOM yzKaCHYJICS, OOGHAKO IIPOMOIKHUII AepKaTh
neBy10 pyKy B nactu ®enpupa. ITpocTo 60mu He MOCIENOBAIIO, TOTOMY OH PEIIUJI, YTO HUYETo
IIJIOXOT'0 JeWCTBUTENILHO HEe MTPOU30UIET.

Yepes HECKOJIBKO CEKYHJ, BOJIK OTOIIENI, ¥ TOM CMOT paCCMOTPETH CBOIO PYKY. Bokpyr kuctu Toma
Teleph KpacoBajach CTpaHHAas TaTyYHPOBKA, B BUOE YEPHOTo OpacieTa.

— Ecnu BBl MeHsT oOMaHeTe, Thl TUIIUIILCS PYKH... U mpu 3TOM... OTpacTUTD €€ He MOIYYUTCS, Belb
IOTePs: pyKu OymeT He MaTepPUaIbHOM, a MyXOBHOM. MOXKHO CKa3aTh... UTO 1 CheM YacTh TBOEH
OyIIu... — CKa3aJ BOJIK, U TI0Ka3aJl CBOM OCTPhIE KIIHIKH.

— Xopormo. A Teneps, mopa OTKPHITh Oapbep. — CKa3ajla XaHT.

KomMuaTta pe3ko ocBeTunack. BeUIO CIMIIKOM ApKO, Tak 4TO ToM 3akphll I'la3a pykamu. Ho... [laxe
TakK, YTO-TO 0YEHb CUJIHO [ABUJIO eMy Ha I'/la3. OTOHEK B T7Ia3HUIE PE3KO YMEHBIIUIICS.

— Bor oHo... Tsl moka3zana cebs... {1 MoMHI0 3Ty GOpPMY... — IPOILIENTal YeI0BEYECKUM T'0JI0COM
®enpup.

ToM MPUOTKPEINI T71a3, ¥ YBUAET OYEHb SPKUM, CBETSAIIMMACS cunyaT. CunysT meBymku. OT HEE BO BCE
CTOPOHBI PAaCXOOMIUCh BOJIHEI CBETA, SPKOTO CBETA, YTO MOT JIMIINTD 3peHus. Tak uTo ToM cpa3y xke
3aKpBUICS PyKaMu. B pykax y OeBYLIKU MTOSIBUJICS [ECSATOK JIMCTOB, UCIIMCAHHKIX CUMBOJIaMu. OHa



B3MaXHYJIa pYKOfI, 1 BCe IedaTy ObLIN PaCCTaBJIEHEI 110 PA3HBIM KOHIIAM KJIETKH.

Tom HaKOHEI[ IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO CBET mpomas. OH OTKPHII I/la3a, ¥ IIOCMOTPEIT Ha JIUCHUILY, CUASIIYIO
Ha 3eMJie Heromanéky. OHa CMOTpelia Ha KJIeTKYy, KOTOpast Havajla pacnagaThCs Ha MajleHbKue
YaCTH, ¥ PACTBOPSTCS B BO3[AyXe. B 3TOT Ke MUT, MOCIHIIIAJICS packaT rpoMa. [IBepb B KOMHATY
pacmaxHynack. Ha mopore ctosin PataTockp.

— Yro BH cuenanu?! — 3akprudan OH. — BHL...

— PaTaTockp, TE 0CBOOOKIAEIIbCS OT OOJIXKHOCTHU IOC/IaHHUKA. ThHI Temepsb Oymelib moMorath ToMy B
TPEeHUPOBKax. B TBou 00s13aHHOCTHU OymeT BXOOUTH ero obydenue. ITogroToBs ero K 600 ¢
HanakuneMm. — Kateropuuso nporosopusa XauT. He Tepris Bo3paxKeHu!, OHa B3MaxHyJjla XBOCTOM, U
OKpYyKeHWe NU3MEHUJIOCH.

Tom cpasy y3uan llnune. [lepeBens B3rIA B CTOPOHY, OH YBUAEN CUASILIETO Ha 3eMJie Y4€HOro. Besa
3eMJIs, B Ipefernax IaTHaOIaTh MeTPOB BOKPYT Hero, Obljla UCIIMCAHa HETIOHSITHHIMEU ToMy
dbopMynaMu ¥ PUCYyHKaMH.

— Bel BepHynuck. — Tom yBunen Innu. — Kak s moHMMalo, Temeps Bce B c6ope? — cKasasa OHa,
ocMaTtpuBas cyactiauBoro ®eHpupa u cOUTOTO C TOJKY PaTaTocKpa.

— [Ila, Onnu. 4 ceivyac oTKpoio Oapbep. — Bums HemoHMMaHue B r'1a3axXx ToMa, XaHT mosicHunIa. — f
OTKPOI0 co3ganHoe CUIbBaHYyCOM IIPOCTPAHCTBO. M3-3a TOro, 4TO €ro JO/Ir0 He MOAUTHIBAIY, OHO U
3aKpBIJIOCh. BpeMsi TaM TeUET IO-APYyTroMy. 3a ONUH TOf 3eCh, IPOUAET OKOJIO IECTU-CEMU JIeT TaM.
Oymato, [laHAKUITb TOXKE IMOCTYIUT KaK-TO TaK ¥ OyIeT TPEHHPOBATHCS HECKOIBKO JIeT. Bcé-Taku, oH
He ryn. O4eBUOHO, YTO OH YKe IIOHSJI, YTO MBI IIOMOXKeM Tebe moOeauTh.

— TonsTHO... — Cka3an ToMm, u 3agymaics. BoT cHoBa... CHOBA €My IIOMOTAIOT TakK, OyATO OH HUYETO
He CMOXKeT HOCTHYh caM. [la, OH MOHUMAJI, UTO caM He crpaButcs. Ho emMy Bcerna u Besme
IOMOTal0T... OGBIYHOTO «Ccriacubo» Temepb He XBaTHT...

YKe uepe3 HECKOJIbKO MUHYT 6aphep Obl1 roToB. [locnwimancs rpoxoT. Beck Inunb 3appoxart, u
BOKPYT HETO 3aTaHIleBau MOJIHUY. Uepe3 MrHOBEHNE, OHU CTajld COOMPAThCS B KOMOK, ¥ IPUHSIN
BU[ [TOpTasIa.

— Hy d4ro, nopa... — ckKa3ana XaHT, ¥ IpHTHYJa B nopTtan. Hemonro nymasi, Tom BOexkasn B mopTal, a
BCJIe[l 32 HUM U BCE OCTaJIbHbIEe YUUTEIS.

)%k



Ha obGemeHHOM ITepephIBe 3a CBOMM CTOJIMKOM 'appu cupes, Kak BCerna, OOUH, U YUTAJl KHUTY. TETA
[TeTyHus penko gaBaya eMy o06en ¢ co60, HO CUIEeTh B Kiacce OBIIIO CIMIIKOM CKY4YHO, T0O9TOMY OH
IIPULIEN B CTOIOBYIO.

— IToxanyiicTa, oTgau! — 3akpuyas KTO-TO HelaJleKo OT Hero.

— A Tv1 3a6epu, Y3KOTTa3blid. — MPOU3HEC MIPOTUBHAIN M 0OYeHb 3HAKOMBIN I'0JI0C. ['appu mOTH ST
r7as3a u yBUOEN, YTo 9To [lafyiu 1 ero Inaika u3feBaloTCs Hafl HOBEIM YUEHHUKOM, a TOUHEee 0TOUPAIOT
y HETrO0 CJIafOCTH.

— Yro 51 Tebe cuenan? — Ha JIOMaHOM AHTJIMMCKOM CIIPOCHJI MaIb4HK, OH ObUI HUKe [ToTTepa Ha Mo
TOJIOBHI, y Hero Obina O/eiHast KOxKa, YEPHEIE BOJIOCH ¥ Y3KKe rasa. Ero rojgoc mpoxar.

Ilagnu 3acMesrics:

— Tl cTpalHEIH, a ellé TH He Aajl MHEe TO, YTO S XOTeJI, Y3KOTJIa3uK...

— V3Korna3eiil! — mogxBaTUII KTO-T0. MHOTHE feTy 00paTiiv BHUMaHUE Ha 3Ty CLIEHY U TOXKe CTalu
Opa3HuTs Jlu.

— Y3K0rna3uk-y3Koria3uk. — IXOM CTajo 3By4aTh I10 BCeMy IoMelleHuio. Kutael He BriepKa u
Ha ero rja3ax BHICTYIuIM clié3bl. OH MOmbBITancs yoexkaTb, HO KTO-TO CXBATHJI €70 32 BOPOTHHUK
pyOaukmu.

— Kyna aT0 THI? MHI ellé He Haurpaauch. — U3[eBaTeNIbCKU IPOU3HEC [JypCib U C CUIOU NOTSAHY
ero Ha ce0s.

Bot TyT-TO I'appu He BhigepKa. [lepeq rimasamMu MPOHECTUCH CIIEHH KakK OpaTel] Tak XkKe U3/eBajiCs
HaJ[ HUM, TaK XKe [pa3HUJl U YHUXKa. ['opeys, OT KEeCTOKOCTY KOTOPYIO OH BULEJI Cceryac, Havyasa
[aBUTH KaK KOM U OYLIUTH KakK MeTiid. [71a3a CBepKHyIu KpacHBIM. Bo B3risae 4To-TO IOMEHSJIOCh, U
OH PEIINUTENIbHO BCTaJl, HAallPaBIIAsaCh B TOJILY, YTO TPOMKO CMesIiCh YHUXKala UHOCTPAHIIA.

— IIpekpatu. — 4ETKO CKa3anl OH.

— Yero Tebe 0uKacThIA? Peln KoMIIaHKWI0 eMy COCTaBUThL? — cipocunl [lagiu, He MOJHUMad TJa3.
OH npogomxKal NuHaTh MaJab4yuKa.

— Ilpekpatu. — Yxke xKécTue mpousnéec [Tortep. B 9ToT MOMEHT OH OBIIT HEITOKOJIEOUM Kak ropa.

— Crnpimman, Y3korna3uk? Y Te0st mosiBUIICS 3ALUUTHUK. — eXUOHO moOaBui [Iypcib, a 3aTeM OynTo
OlLIeHUBAOIIE TOCMOTPENT Ha MabYruKa-KOTOPBIH-BEIKMI. — Hy [1a, OYKApUK U Y3KOTJIa3hIH,
OT/IMYHAA Tapa. — M Bce pacxoX0TalKCh. 3a 9TUM 3aHITHEM HUKTO He YCIIeNl 3aMeTUTh, KaK YEPHBIN



ObIM OKpyxkun ['appu. Yepes Mur, Bce IIPUCYTCTBYIOIIKME B CTOJIOBOM JIIOAM YAy Ha II0JT KaK
TPSANUYHbIE KYKJIEI, Y KOTOPBIX 000pBaid HUTH.

Ha nHorax octanucs nuis ['appu u JIu.

— KT0 THI? — CIIpOCHI MHOCTPAHELI.

'appu He oTBeTus. OH NPOAOJIKAJI CMOTPETH B IJla3a KUTaUIy.

— 970 6b1710 Tak KpyTo! [IpsIMO Kak B MaHTe... — ¥ KUTael] HayaJll COJIOBbEM 3a/IuBaTh ['appu mpo
a3naTCKyio KynbTypy. ['appu nepectymnun yepe3 6ecco3HaTeNlbHOE TeI0 CBOero O6pariia, ¥ MOTHSI
7eXalii Ha 3eMJIe TTaKeT CO CIafoCTsIMU. [lepeqaB ero B PyKU a3uaTa, MaJIbuiK OTIIPABUJICS Ha
BBIXOZI.

Hemonro mymas, JIu HampaBuIcs 3a HUM. ITO CTAJI0 HA4asioM Kpenkou apyx06e. Ho... UTo OvlI0 He
tak? OuepenHas IecTepeéHKa, KoTopasi TOKUHYJIa CBOE 3aKOHHOE MEeCTO B MeXaHHU3Me II0f
Ha3BaHHEM: MyJbTUBEPCYM.

)%k

YTpo CeBepyca CHeilina HadaaoCh CO BCTpe4H C 04eHb TPpo0ieMHbIM pebeHKoM. [TuTep I'poxx OBIT
pocTo yxkaceH. OH 3afaBajl CIMIIKOM MHOT'O BOIIPOCOB. A €r0 POOUTENH 3TO JIUIIb Ioompsanu. OHu
BCEeW CBOEM MypHOM ceMeiikoii TpeGoBaiu moKa3aTh UM «BOJIIeOHbIe (POKYCHI», Belb TaK CI0XKHO
IIOBEPUTH C IIEPBOT0 pa3a YeJIOBEeKYy, KOTOPHIY MOSBUJICA U3 KaMUHa, U MAaHTUS KOTOPOTO
pa3BenBaach Ha BeTPy, KOTOPOTO B IoMe U B IoMuHe He Obino. B obiem, CeBepyc oueHb yCTall.

[To Bo3BpallleHWIO B CBOI0 KOMHATY B XOTBAapTCe, OH YCTAJI0 OCMOTPes moMelneHue. HamepeBasich
CHenaTh ellle OOUH Iar, OH Pe3K0 OCTAaHOBWJICS, U MPHUIIYPHUB I'Jla3a Hayal OCMaTPUBATh CBOIO
KOMHaTYy. YTO-TO 371eCh OBIJIO HE TaK...

— CHoOBa... — BSJI0 CKa3ajl OH U B3MaxHVYII MaJIOYKO.

Ha Pa3HBIX IIOBEPXHOCTAX, TUIIA CTOJIOB, CTEH, II0JIa U IIOTOJIKA IIOSABUJIMNCE CTPAHHBIE IIPO3PAavYHEbIE
METKH. CeBepyC CHOBA B3MAXHYII ITaJI04YKOM, ¥ BCe METKHU croperu.

— BoT Xke cTapeii Mapa3MaTyK... [I0Kos He gaéT... — CHEM|II Tak e BSJI0 HallPAaBUIICS K KPOBATH.
He pa3pmeBasich, OH IIPOCTO yIIaJ Ha KPOBATh, M 3aKPHLI IIa3a.

3a CeKyHAy [0 TOTr0, YTOOBI 3aCHYTh, OH ITOTyMall...



«MeTtka Témuoro Jloppa... OHa 60HUT...»

Buumanue! 3TOT nepeBom, BO3MOXKHO, €ITé He TOTOB.

Ero cratyc: uget nepesosq
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