— JIOHJIOHCKHUY MOCT ITafaeT BHU3, ITafjaeT BHU3, IIafaeT BHU3, JIOHJOHCKUH MOCT ITafaeT BHU3, MO...
O... — ToM He 3HaJ, IOYEeMy eMy BCIIOMHMJIaCh UMEHHO 3Ta IIECHS, HO ObIJT He ITPOTHUB — OHA 3[[0POBO
COOTBETCTBOBAJIA ero HacTpoeHuio. OOHAKO, He YCIIes OH e€ [OIeTh, KaK Ha TOPHU30HTE MTOKa3aJlach
OTpOMHas CTeHa, 3a KOTOPOM MOXKHO OBITIO YBUAETh MUKU HeO0CKpEDOOoB. [Tomoiias 6muxe, Tomac
yBUETI, YTO HETIOAJIEKy OT TJIaBHEIX BOPOT OB pPa30UTHl COTHYU TAIAaTOK. PSIMOM ¢ KaxKmou U3 HUX
OBLT pa3BedEH KOCTED, BO3JIe KOTOPOI'0 PACIOoJiarauch 0NN U HEeJIIOAH, BUTUMO B OXKUNAHUN
IIPOXOMa B FOPOJ WIIM CBOUX MOMYTYMKOB, KOTOPHIE VIIJIH ITOIOTHUTh 3alaChl TPOOOBOILCTBUS IS
manbHEeWIIero myTy. [I0BCIOMY CBIIIAINCh FPOMKHE PA3rOBOPHI, IECHH, OBITOBOM IIIyM.

[Tepen MaccHBHBIMU BOPOTaMHU BEICTPOHUJIACh OTPOMHAs o4depenb. TOM IOIPaBUI MOBSI3KY, KOTOpast
3aKphIBajia €ro JIEBLIM I'7la3, ¥ OTIPABUJICS B CaMbIlM €€ KoHell. YToOw! cenaTh nmogobue moBI3KU, eMy
IIPHUIIIIOCH OTOPBATH MOJIOCKY TKAHU OT CBOeH pyOaxu. XOpoIIo, YTO OHA OblTa AJIMHHOU U
0o0OpBaHHHI Kpayl He BHITISAE OYeHb 3aMeTHO. JTOo Oblla BEIHYXKEeHHAas Mepa. 1o KpaliHel Mepe,
KOrfia rojry0oi OrOHEK B TIa3HUIlE OB IPUKPHIT, JIIOOU Ha HET0 He CMOTPEH TaK IOJ03PUTENBHO.

C MecTa rie OH CTOSI OTKPHIBAJICS HEIJI0X0M 0030p U MalIb4UK C OCTOPOKHBEIM JTFOOOIBITCTBOM
OCMaTpuBaj OKPYKaloIly0 MECTHOCTD, U «JIIOfiel», 4To ObUIX 3ech. ToM IpuMeTuI HeOoblIe
T'PYyNIL TOOTMHOB, YepTel, JEMOHOB, KOTOPEIE, K CJIOBY, C HEMIOANEIbHEIM UHTEPECOM KOCUJIUCE B €T0
CTOPOHY, 371b(}OB, OPKOB U ITOJIYKPOBOK CaMBIX Pa3HBIX pac.

— «IToyeMy 3TH OEMOHBI TaK CTPAHHO Ha MEHSI CMOTPST?» — gyMaJsl ToM, HCIOATHIIIKA TS B UX
CTOPOHY. Y meMoHOB Oblsla He0OBIYHAsT BHEIITHOCTh: TEJIOCIIOKEeHNE CX03kKee C JIIOACKUM, HO ropa3mio
KpyIIHee u MolHee, ¢GHO0IeToBas KOxKa, Pora, ¥ mapa KOXKHUCTHIX KPBIIbeB. — «JIydllle MpoOCTO He
Oynmy oOpalaTh Ha HUX BHUMaHUsg. Majio 1, MOXKeT Y HUX TPafAuIuK Takue?» — pemun ToM u
OTMaXxXHYJICSI OT KaKuX-Tu00 MBICIIEH, CBI3aHHBIX C IEMOHaMU.

EMy mpuIIIoch MpoCTOSTh Yac, MpexXae YeM OH HaKOoHell oOpasics 4o TOpoAcKux BopoT. Ouepensb
Obla 04ueHb O0IBINION, HO JOBOJIBLHO OBICTPO YMeHbIanach. HaBepHoe, IOTOMY YTO BCEX IIPOITyCKaIu
rpymnmnaMmu. A BoT nno3agu ToMa, ITI0YeMY-TO HUKTO He CTaHOBUJICS. Korfa 0H ITI0CMOTpes1 Ha3af,
YOUBIIEHHBIA 9TUM (PAaKTOM, TO YBU[EJ, KaK B JeCSATH MeTpax 103agyd Hero HaunHaeT CTPOUTHCS
HOBasg O4Yepemb.

— «YT0 3TO C HUMU?» — TTogyMaJl ToM, HO He YyCIeJl pa3BUTh MBIC/Ib, KaK €ro IIpepBaii.

— IToueMy BBl XOTHTE IIONACTD B TOPOA? — CIIPOCHJ XPHUIIJIEIM 0acOM OOWH M3 CTpaxKew, TIsaas Ha
TomMma.

B 3THX POCIIBIX, OKOJIO [IBYX C IIOJIOBUHOM METPOB POCTOM, CTpaxKHUKax, TOM He YBUOEJ CUIIbHBIX
BOMHOB. Cy/isi TI0 3a0CTPEHHEIM KOHYUKAM YIIeH — 9T0 ObITU 371b(HI, HO BOT UX BEICOKHUN POCT U
cepoBaTasi, C 3eJIEHBIM OTJIMBOM KOXKa, CMyTuiIu Toma. BeposTHee Bcero Ha BOpPOTaX CTOSIIM
TIOJTYKPOBKHY, C IIPUMEChI0 KPOBU TPOJIIEN UJIU BEIUKAHOB.

— MHe HyXKHO niepefaTth nuchMo [ToBenuTeno muemMenu TeMHBIX I1bdoB, Ero Ceetnoctu [aHaKUIIO
CacneHcy, — 4€TKO IporoBopuil ToM, oCTaB U3 KapMaHa MUCbEMO U ITPOAEMOHCTPUPOBAB €T0
CcTpaxe.



C KaX[IbIM ero CJIOBOM, JIIOMM IT03a[iX CTAHOBUIUCEH BCE OegHee U HAUMHAJIU OTCTYIIaTh K CTOSHKAM,
a CTPaXXHUKH, [TePErISHYBIINCE, CTATX TJIYII0 YIBI0aThCS.

— MarnbuuK, faBall g nepefgaM 3To MUCbMO [IoBeUTeN0, a TH TEM BPpEMEHEM CMOXKEIb OTIUYHO
pa3BIeYbCS B TOPOMe, — yIIbIOKa Ha JIMIle CTpaXa CTajla THYCHOM.

— «To4HO TpomnIu», — mogyman ToM, HO BCIyX OTBETHII CIIOKOMHEBIM I'0JIOCOM, He IPOTHYB Iepef
BeNMKaHoM. — He cTouT. MHe OPYy4YHUsIU IlepefaTh ero JIMYHO, TakK 4To, OyabTe TakK J0OpHI,
IIPOIIYCTHTE MEHS B TOPO.

— 4 HacrauBai. Thl CBOIO PabOTY yzKe BBIIOTHU, MOXKEIIb IIPOCTO IIOUTPATh B HAIIIEM IOpofie, —
IIPOU3HEC BTOPOM CTPaKHUK C HaxkuMoM. OH ObIJI HEMHOTO HHXKE POCTOM, YeM IIePBEIH, HO TOPa3mo
IIMpe B Ijiedax.

— Her. d YZXKe CKa3all CBOE CII0BO, — TBépJIO oTBeTus ToM, IIOOITYyCTHUB B I'OJIOC CTAJIH.

— Tet! ... Tebe XKe yxkKe cKazajy, YTO THl MOXKEIhL IIOUTPaTh B TOPOJE, a MBI II0Ka IepefaguM MUChMO
[ToBenuTento, — 3100HO, HO OYEeHb MEJIEHHO U THXO, TPAKTUYECKU ITPOPHIYAJl CTPAaXKHUK, CKITOHSSICh
K Tomacy, ¥ MOTSHYJICA K IUChMY, KOTOPOe TOT iepkKaJl.

Korpma pyka BenmkaHa yxe Io4YTd fobpanach 0O MHUCbMa, OH OYYBCTBOBAJ CUJIbHLINA TOJTYOK, U €T0
PYKY C CUJIOX OTBEJIO B CTOPOHY.

— Bpart! Yto Tel TBOpUIIL? He MOXKeIh CIIOKOMHO KOHBEPT 3a0paTh, — Mpobacusl BTOPOH CTpax, u
caM IOTSIHYJICS K mucbMy. Ho Kax[blil pa3, Korja oH OblJI TOTOB CXBAaTUTh €ro, pykKa ToMa ucuesana u
IIOSIBJISAJIACh YYTh B CTOPOHE.

— Ax ToI! Manpunilika, He Urpai Co MHOM! — KPUKHYJ I'POMUIIA U 3aMaxHyJICId KyJTaKOM.

Bokpyr Toma OSBUJICS TOHKHM CJI0UM IIPO3PavyHOX KpacHOBaTOU aypel. OH PELINII He UCI0JIb30BaTh
cuny VicTepuu Ha MOIHYIO MOIIHOCTD, & JIWIIL HEMHOT'O OTKPBUICS [/ YKPEIJIeHUs U yCUIeHUs Tela.
Manbuuk ogyMall, 4To eMy MOTYT IIOHa0OUThCS BCE €T0 CIOCOOHOCTH [T CpaXkeHus ¢ 6omee
CUJTIbHBIMU TPOTUBHUKAMU.

ToM I0BKO TepexBaTHUI KyJak, JeTSIINHI K ero TOJIOBE, U C JIETKOCThIO MIEPEKUHYII CTPaXkKHUKa Yepes
ce0s1. U TOT, TPO3HO pyrasich Ha HEM3BECTHOM ToMacy sI3bIKe, ITPOJIETEB B BO3AYXE NECATOK METPOB,
CKPBIJICA B KyCTaX ¥ 3aTHX.

[TepBHIM CTPaXKHUK, 3aMETHUB ITIOpaxkeHue cBoero 6para, B3peBe:

— ITa KaK THI ITOCMEJT IOJHSATh PYKY Ha OOHOTO U3 Hac?! Mul u3 nuuHoi reapauu IToBenutens! OgHO
IOHeceHUe OT Hac, ¥ Tl Oymelrb THUTh B TeMHHKIIax CacreHca! — BeIMKaH, B MOATBEPKOEHNE CBOUX
CJIOB JTOCTAJl U3 HOXKEH MeY, Ha PYKOSTU KOTOPOro OBIJT BRITPABUPOBaH cuMBOII IloBenuTens



IaHakuis — 4EPHBIN CUIYIT 516710Ka Ha GoHe JTyHHl. KaXObIi 4ieH ero reapauy ©Mes mogo0Hbe
3HAKU OTIUYUS.

Tom BcTan B 60eByi0 CTOMKY. Bech ero B TOBOPHII O TOM, YTO OH OyfeT 60POTLCS 3a MPaBo JIUYHO
IOCTaBUTDb MUCHEMO [0 MONTydaTesst. Aypa MOTIOUEHHOM qYIy ApaKoHa BCIIBIXHYJIa BOKPYT HETO U
ITPOKATHU/IACh BOJIHOM, BHYIIAS YAYIIAIOUIMHI CTPaX 3a CBOIO XXKU3Hb OKPYKAIOIUM cyliecTBaM. Ero
KOa rnobyegHesna, ¥ Ha Hell IPOCTYIMIM CUMBOJIBI, @ 3a CIIMHON PaClaxXHYIUCh ABa KPhUIa, PYKHU XKe
OKDPYXKHJIO KPaCcHOe MapeBo, 00pa3ys Iofobue OCTPEIX KOTTEH.

— Tl IEPBEIM TIOJHSIT HA MEHST OpyXKue, U Tellepb TOJIBKO CaM BUHOBAT B TOM, YTO S IIOYYHUII IOJTHOE
IPaBO Te6sT YHUYTOXKUTh, — KPOBOXKAMHO YIRIOHYBIIUCE, ITPOToBOpui ToM. To, YTO BeNIMKaH HOCTA
Med, I04eMy-TO OY€eHb CHJILHO er0 B30eCHuro.

Co CTOPOHHI 3TO BHITISIAENIO OYeHh CMEXOTBOPHO. HEBHICOKHMIA, XyNeHbKUY NTapHUILKA B TOTPETTaHHOM
ofieXkze, KOTOPOMY HeJb3s OBIJIO IaTh ¥ BOCHMH JIET, C TOJIBIMU PyKaMU yTrpozaJll BHyIIAOIIeMy CTpax
BOMHY B JlaTaxX U C OPYKUEM.

CTpaXKHUKY XBaTUJIO OFHOTO I1ara, 4YToObl 0Ka3aThCs IPsIMOo meper ToMoMm.

— Botru BCé, Bopo6y1_ueK, — YXMBUIASACH IIPOMOJIBUAII OH, C IIPEBOCXOOCTBOM TI'JIsAOd Ha MaJIb9WKa, U
B3MaXHYyJI MEYOM.

[epen rma3amMu CTpaXkKHUKA MEIbKHYJIa KpacHas BCITHIIIKA ¥ CITEIYIOIIee YTO OH MMOYYBCTBOBA U
yCrblan — ocTpas 0071k B PyKe ¥ 3BOH MeTasna. [lepeBens B3risapn cebe o HOTH, OTKyAa U
TIOCTIBIIITAJICS. 3BYK, BEJIMKAH yBUAEN 00pyOOK CBOeM PyKH, PSOOM C KOTOPOH Jiexas BUOPUPYIOIIUH,
CJIOMaHHHIM Ha [IBe YacTH Med. [lepeBems B3I BIPABO, OH YBUEI, KAaK U3 €T0 MPeIeybs
(bOHTAHUPYIOIUMH TOTYKAMHU BEITEKAET KPOBb, OPOIIast 3eMJII0 BOKPYT.

— AAAAAAAAAAAA, — 3aKkpuyasl Hey[auyIuBEIY BOSKa U CXBATUJICS 3a PaHy.

Ecnu mo aToro MoMeHTa Hapo#, HaOIiofaiomyii 3a pa3ropaoiliMcs KOHQIMKTOM CTOST HEIIOJAJEKY,
TIOCKOJIBKY TaKHe fiefia 00RYHO OUYeHb OBICTPO PEIlaIich (OOUH HOHOC U TPOMKHUI TapeHb B TEMHHUIIE,
a y OXpPaHHHUKOB IIPEeMHUSI), TO Tellephb, BCe KMHYJIHUCh BPACCHIITHYIO, BEPOsiITHEEe Bcero, 00sICh IOMacTh
IOl TOPSIYYI0 PYKY. 9TO HEMHOTO 00eCIIoKousI0 ToMaca ¥ OH PEeIIuI, 4To cefdac OyoeT 3aBapyuIKa.

U TyT nocnelmanuck xaonku. ToM 00epHYJICA Ha 3BYK, U YBUEJ paHee 3allyIleHHOT'0 UM B KyCTEHI
CTpaXa, KOTOPHIM BUIUMO OYHYJICS ITOCJIE TI0JIETA, U Y2Ke BO BCIO 3aMyCKall CTPAHHbEIE (elepBEePKH.
Koneuno xe ToMm moHuMaJ, 9YTo TaKUM 00pa30M I'POMIUIIA BEI3EIBAET IIOAKPEITIEHNE, U YTO Y HETO,
BEPOSITHO, cettuac O6yayT mpoOeMEl, HO He yCIiesn Kak-mubo cpearupoBaTh — B MajibYMKa I10JIETeN
rpaf CTpeJi, OT KOTOPOTO OH YKPBIICS CBOMMMU IIPU3PAYHBIMU KPBUIbSIMU. CTPesIbl, HaTHKasACh Ha
abeMepHYIO IIperpany, Ha napy CeKyH[] 3aBHCalld B BO3[yXe, a 3aTeM IIPOCTO Iafialu.

B sto BpeMs PaACIIaXHYIJIUCh BOPOTA U OTTyOa BhIOEZKasa OI02KMHA BOMHOB, 9AaCTh U3 KOTOPBIX
6pOCI/IJ'IaCB ¢ Mme4oM Ha Toma, a ocTanbHEIE AdepXKalucCh 1nmo3aau, CTpendasa U3 JIyKa, IbITasAiCh TEM



CaMbIM OTBJI€Yb MMPOTUBHUKA. BEITJIOEIN OHU y2Ke TOPa3Mo COMUAHee IePBLIX OBYX CTPaxkeHn —
6onee rubkue, coOpaHHBIE, B IETKUX KPACUBHIX JIaTaX; HO, CKOpPee BCEro, TOXKe SIBIISIIIUCH
TIOJTyKPOBKAMH, TOJIBKO y2Ke 0ojiee CHIIbHEIX pac. [I71s ToMa OHUM OIaCHOCTH He TIPEeICTaBIISIIH.

Heckonbko BOMHOB, C MeYaMy HanepeBec, Hayany ataky. OHU pa3feNuiuch, ¥ Hadanu 00XOOuTh
MaJIbYMKa C Pa3HBIX CTOPOH. BuauMo xoTenmu TakuM 06pa3oM 3amyTaTh UK 3aMyraTh CBOEro OYHHOTO0
IIPOTUBHUKA. A TIOTOM, OFUH U3 HUX PEIus OTBIeYb BHUMaHUe ToMa Ha cebs, pe3Ko MMOaBIIUCh B
€ro CTOPOHY, U IIeJISICh B JINII0, B TO BPeMs, KaK [PYToil BOMH, TaK XKe ObICTPO IOAJIeTEN K HEMY CO
CIIMHBI ¥ 3aMaxHYJICS MEYOM, TOTOBBIY K CMEPTEIBHOMY yaapy. [Kacrep, M3BepPHYBILINCH, CXBATHUII
o0a Meda, ¥, CXKaB KyJIaK{, PaCKpOIIX Jie3Brs. CTPSIXHYB OCKOJIKYA METAJIIa, OH MOAIPHITHYI U
KPYTaHYJICS BOKPYT ce0si. B HEYTOBUMOM ABUXKEHUHU TEJIa MEJIbKHYTH KPACHBIE POCYEPKH
CMEPTOHOCHBIX KorTel. [Tonerenu ronossl. ®oHTaH KPOBU OpBI3HYI MPsAMO B ToMa, He Maykas Tela,
TIOTJIONIASICh €T0 aypoil. ITOT CHOTCUINOaTEeIbHEIM KOKTEeMIb, YYBCTBO TOOEIUTENS U BKYC KPOBHY,
11ogo6HO HAPKOTHKY, CBOOWII €T0 C YMa, IIOTpyKasi CO3HaHKE B (haHATUYHOE UCCTYIUIEHHE, VIBAuBast
JKejaHue yOUBaTh.

OcTasbHbIe BOMHEI, TJISASA Ha KpaX CBOMX TOBAPHINEH, yKe KUHYIUCh K ToMacy, pelB aTaKOBaTh €T0
coo00111a, KaK BOPYT OT BOPOT Pa3fajiCcs KPHK.

— OH BaM gBHO He IT10 3y0aM, — U3 ropofia BHIIIE MyXK4YMHa, YACTOKPOBHBIN 371b(¢), 37MTa BOUHOB. OT
HET0 3a BepCTy YyBCTBOBaach 0coOeHHas cuia. BJIOHOUH, B 30JI0TEIX JOCIEeXaX, BEITJISAIEN IPOCTO
IOTpsIcalolle, @ 3a0CTPEHHEIE YIIIY, BHTIIIABAONINE U3 CIUIETEHUS BOJIOC, IBHO IPHUIaBaid eMy
mapma. Ero ronoc 3a3Bydan nepenuBaMu B o01mieil TuimiHe. — Manbuninka! Th 5T BUKY
npobeMHbIH, fa? He xo4emb Cpa3uThCsl C PABHBIM IIPOTUBHUKOM?

— EcrecTBeHHO, X04y... Ho... 4 He BUXKY 371eCh PABHOTO IIPOTUBHUKA... — C HAUTPAHHBIM
coxaJsieHueM CKa3al ToM, OrIsimeBIINCh BOKPYT. [TI51 Ha TO, KaK KpacHeeT OT ero CJIOB OJIOHOWH,
€My 3aX0TeJIOCh PacCMesAThCS.

— Tei! — MOYTH B3BU3THYJI BOWH, CPa3y pPacTepsiB BCIO CBOIO IIPUBJIEKATEIbHOCTh. KAk HU CTPaHHO,
HO 9TOT 371b() COBCEM He yMeJl COePKUBATh CBOM 9MOIMHU.BripoueM, Kak 1 CTPaXXKHUKHU, HO UX MOKHO
OBLIO OTIpaBAATh HU3KUM I0JI0KeHreM. Ho HyKHO OTHATh eMy OOJIzKHOe, 6JIOHIUH OBICTPO B3sT cebst
B PYKH, ¥, TJIy0OKO BIOXHYB, Hayasl CBOIO THpany. — 9, Jlopag ®IopeHIl, OOUH U3 TPEX MPUOTHKEHHEIX
K IIpaBUTEII0 Mapku30B repiorcrea CacreHc, mokapao Te0s...

— Hy-ny, — cka3an ToM u MU0 yIEIOHYIICS, TIOXJIONaB PeCHUYKaMu. KpoBb, MponuTaBIas 3eMJyTio
1107 ero HOTaMM, 3aCThIBIIAS Ha 3(UPHBIX KOTTSAX, MEe[JIEHHO IIOTJIoaach ero aypoii U mpogosixkaia
IYPMaHUTh Pa3yM...

BrnonauH, pa3bsIpUBIINCE OT TAKON HATJIOCTH, C SIPOCTHIO BHIIEPHYII M3 HOXKEH CBOM OBYPYUHBIN Med,
¥ MCHOBEHHO OKasaJics 1mo3apu [IxKacrepa, yoapus ero pedpoM Meyda IOHUKEe CIIUHEL. Pu3nyeckas
dbopma PnopeHIla, KakK TyT XKe BRISCHUI ToMac, HaXOIUIACh B OTTMYHOM COCTOSTHUU. OT TAKOT0
00HMIHOTO, HO CUJIBHOTO yOapa, MajbYuK MPOJIeTeNl JOOPHIX IeCSTh METPOB ¥ OKa3aJICs BIledyaTaH B
CTEHY, IIPSIMO BO3JIE€ BOPOT.



— Xa-xa-xa... Kxe... — MocbIancs ero CMeX, OTOHEK IO IOBI3KOW 3aropesics KpacHbIM, a T'yOBI
ToMa COMKHYJUCH B IPE3PUTEINIbHOM yIbIOKe. — IToueMy ThI He yapuil J1e3BueM?

— Tl HyKeH MHe KUBBIM, TaK 4TO Oy[IeT JOCTAaTOYHO MPOCTO CIIOMAaTh Tebe MapouKy KOCTeH, a 3aTeM
ITPOMOIKUTE B IIEITOYHOM. ByneT uHTEpecHO Tebs clIoMaTh, 3aCTaBUTh MOJIUTH O ToInaae. TBos
cMepTh OymeT moooroi. TH ellé He pa3 moxkKaJsleellb, YTO TOCMeNT IeP3UTh MHe, MaJIbYHIIKa, —
®opeHI] ToXKe YIBIOHYIICS.

— A BBHI yBEPEHHI, UYTO CMOXKETE OfiepkKaTh odey, MUCTepP MapKu3? — C 3TUMHU CJIoBaMu, ToM
TIOSIBUJICS cripaBa oT diopeHIla ¥ HaHEC BEePTUKABHEIN YOap KOTTSIMU CBEPXY BHU3. B riasax anboa
MEJIbKHYJIO IIPe3peHue, Korfa oH mompo0oBas 610KupoBaTh yaap MedoM. Ho pa3py0OreHHOe Ha Tpu
YaCTH JIe3BUE 3aCTaBUJIO0 MapKu3a II€PEeCMOTPETh CBOYM B3TJISI Ha CUIIy 3TOTO IOHIIA.

Tom 3aMeTun OrOHEK CTpaxa B I'/la3ax 3/b(a, IPUIIEAIINYA Ha CMEHY HETOK0JIeOMMOM YBEPEHHOCTH B
CBOUX CHJIaX, ¥ TUXOHBKO paccMesiiica. A KOTTU TeM BpeMEHEM MPOAOJIXKHUIIY CBOU IIyTh BHUS3,
pa3pe3ast 6poHI0 KaK MacjIo ¥ BCIaphiBasi HEXKHYIO KOXKY. TOM 1M0O4YyBCTBOBaJ 3amax KPOBH, KOTOpast
TOHKKMMH, HO PE3BLIMM py4YerKaMU IIO0TeKJIa U3 paH Ha rpynu dnopeHna.

Onbd MOHS, YTO CpaXkKeHUe UOET He B ero MOJIb3Y, U yAapul MaJlb4iKa HOTOM B JKUBOT, TEM CaMbIM
OTTOJIKHYB ero0. Bcé ke Tomac OblI COBCEM HEOIBITHHIM B ONMKHEM CTOJIKHOBEHUU OOUIIOM U [0
3TOr0 mobGexman TOJILKO C IIOMOIIBI0 OTPOMHOM, HO IPy00¥ CHUITHI, TO3TOMY 3aCTaTh BPACIIJIOX €T0
0Ka3aJIoCh IOBOJIHO JIETKO.

— I'p, — ToMm 3aphIyaj, MOgHUMASICh C 3eMJi. KpoBb, YTO MOTJIOIAIach €ro aypoi, BCE 6oblie
JIWITAJia ero Pa3yMa, IPUBOAS B HEUCTOBCTBO.

I'ma3a ®nopeHIla pacIIMPHUIKCh OT y2Kaca, KOTrfia OH yBUEN mepef co00i aypy B30EIIeHHOT0
CyIleCTBa, MEHBIIIEe BCETO MTOX0XKYIO Ha YernoBeueckKyo. OH IOHSI, YTO C TAKUM IIPOTUBHUKOM €My B
OOUHOYKY He CIIPABUTCS U Ha BCEH JOCTYIIHOH €My CKOPOCTH, He pa3ayMbiBas, KHHYJICS K TOPOOCKUM
BOpPOTaM.

«39TOT MOHCTP... OH yObeT MeHs... 4 06513aH ycreTh coobmuTh 0 HEM Yunu u Pebekke...» — anbd Ha
OT'POMHOM CKOPOCTH IPUOIHIKAIICS K TOPOLY, L0 CIIaCUTEJIbHEIX BOPOT 0CTABAIOCh COBCEM HEMHOTO,
KOTZa OH YCJIBIIIA CBUCT 3@ CBOeU CIMHOM. ToM Ha CKOPOCTH, TOpas3fo IPeBOCXOAsIei
3nb(GUNCKYI0, IPOHECCS 110 cIefaM TEMHOTO U IPOH3WI IPyIHYI0 KIIeTKy OopeHIia CBOUMU
KOTTSIMU.

— JT0... KoHe1... CacmeHca... — TOIbKO U ycIen npoinentaTs OropeHtl, 3axy1€0bBasiCh KPOBLIO U,
COCKOJIb3HYB C KOTTell mobenuTenis, yrnasn Ha 3eMo. Ha ceKyHIy B HEM BCKOJIEIXHYJIOCH COUYBCTBUE K
cBoemy [loBenureno...

— «A cTouT 11U BOOOIIle eMy COYyBCTBOBaThH?.. 4 gymaio... HeT...» — 3T0 GbIJIO IIOCTIEiHEE, 0 YEM
nonyMan ®OropeHI], mpexae, YeM HCKpa XKU3HU MMOKKWHYJA ero U IpeKpacHble GuaaKoBLIe I71a3a,
OHOTO U3 CUJIbHENIINX BOMHOB CacIeHca, 3aKpPhUINCh Y2Ke HaBCeraa.



Co cmepTtrio Oropeniia K ToMy BepHYJICS PAaCCyIOK. B HEM yxKe He KJIOKOTajla MPeXHss SPOCThb, U
JKaX[a KPOBH MCYe3Ja C TOC/IeIHUMY BIUTABIIUMUCS B aypy Kamasamu. OCMOTPEeBUINCH BOKPYT, ToM
YBU[IEN 3aCTHIBIIMX BOMHOB, KOTOPHIE HE 3HAJIU, YTO TeIepb C HUM [ejlaTh — HaIacTb U CMSTh
YHCJIOM WJIHM II0OCTEPEYhCsI ¥ OCTAaBUTEL BCE Ha BOMO IToBenuTens [laHakuusa. YBUOes, KaK U3aleKa,
C OTIaCKOM, HaGTIOAI0T 3a HUMHU MTPECTABUTENM OPYTHUX pac. [IpUKPHIB r1a3a, MalbyUK IIOMBITANICS
paccrmabuthesi. OH 60JIbIlIe He YYBCTBOBAJI XKEJIaHUS CPaXkKaThCsl, KPOBAaBOE CyMacCIIIeCTBUE
BBIBETPHUJIOCh U3 €0 Pa3yMa, OCTABUB SICHOCTh MEICIH M OCO3HAHME TOTO, YTO OH HAaTBOPHUIL. [lepBas
KpoBb. [TepBast KpOBb Ha €T0 pyKax. M HeBaxKHO, YTO 3THU CYyIIEeCTBa CaMu XKeJlalau ero cMeptu. U
COBCEM HEeBaXKHO, YTO OH CaM XOTeJl OTOMCTHTh, ¥ UTO, BEPOSITHEE BCETO, eT0 Bejla SPOCTh TYIIH
IpakoHa. Ty 6UTBY OH He 3a0ygneT... M ecnu ObI 9TOT 371b¢ PopeHI] He ObIT HACTOIBKO CAMOHAMIEsH,
eIIlé HEM3BECTHO 4eM Obl 3aKOHYMIIOCH UX MMPOTUBOCTOSIHKE. B3TNIIHYB el pa3 Ha pacTep3aHHEIE
Tesna 91b¢oB, ToMac B3IOXHYIT U MOIBITAJICS MPUHATh CUTYALMI0 KaK OHa eCTh. MHBAMUOOM-
KOJISCOUHMKOM OH TepecTas ObITh JTaBHO, KaK TOJIBKO IIOTA B 3TOT MUP U IIPUHSIT HEYEJIOBEYECKYIO
CYLIHOCTh. A Temepb eMy HYKHO IIPUHSTH TO, YTO B HEM KUMBET €II€ U CYITHOCTh JPaKOHa, KOTOPHIN
IIPOBeEJI Ha BOMHeE OOJIBINYIO YaCTh CBOEM KU3HU U yOuBas 6e3 coXalleHUs U pa3myMum.

— Tomac, THI caM Ha 3TO HmoAmKcancs. [IpuMu Kak JaHHOCTh, Telepb Thl KMEHHO TaKO#i — KECTOKUH,
HO TI0-CBOEMY NPUHIMITHAAIBHEIN HeJllo[b, — MPOIIeNTal MajJb4yrK, 00palasich K caMmomy cebe, u
T'PYCTHO yJIBLIOHYJICS.

Ha Hero HaBanmunach BCeJIEHCKAs YCTaJIOCTk... CHoBa IIOCMOTPEB Ha BOMHOB, OH T'POMKO CKa3all:

— f pocTO X04Uy OTHECTHU IIUCHMO U OTHATh €ro JIMYHO B pyKu Bamero [loBenutens! — u MenjieHHO
HalpaBuJCid B CTOPOHY BOPOT.

— 9x... Emeé nucbMo 3TO 0THaBaTth... Kak-To MeHs eIle 3TO MOBeNUTeNb IpuMeT? ... Kak ke 37ech BCE
npo0neMHo... — ayMan ToM, Mo fopore K 3aMKy B IleHTpe ropoaa Cacnenc. Ero HUKTO He cTanl
OCTaHaB/IMBaTh, a CTPaXKU JIUIIL TUXOHEUYKO BUTA/INCh II03a[i1 HET0, CO3[laBasi BUJ BOOPYKEHHOTO
COTIPOBOXKIEHMUS.

[Topouipns K 3aMKy Tomac yBUIel, KakK K HEMY HaBCTPeUY BHIIIE]I [IPEeCTaBUTEIbHEIN MyK4YMHA B
CMOKUHTE, ¥ XKeCTOM IIPUTJIaCUII ero CJIefoBaTh 3a co00M, mpousHecs: — [ToBenutensb [laHaKUIIb
O0XKHOaeT BaC B TPOHHOM 3aiie.

— Xopot111o, Bedu.

[Toka ToM IIEN Yepes3 ropofl, TO He TePSTT BpeMeHU ¥ BHUMATEIbHO OCMaTPUBAJll BCE, UTO TaM
npoucxoguio. Hulera, pa3pyxa, HOBHIIIEHHAS IPECTYIIHOCT, HACH/IME — UMEHHO TaK MOXKHO OBIIO
OTIHMCAaTh TEMHOITbPUICKYIO CTONUIY. A TPSI3b HA YIHUIIAX ¥ HEBEIHOCUMBIHM CMpPaf ITPOCTO cOUBAIHU C
HOT. Bpomsru mpocuIu MUIOCTHIHIO TIPSIMO Ha IeHTPaIbHOU YIuIle, KaXk bl BTOPOH oM ObLT T00
nyOnuYHEIM, TH00 KabakoM, The OTAbIXald CTPaXXKHUKY U Opyrue npuxiedaTed MecTHOTO
noBenuTens. [Ia, Tereps ToMacy OBIIO TOHATHO, KAK UMEHHO IIpefjiaraial eMy IIOUTpaTh B TOPOOE Te
BeJIMKaHHl Y BOPOT. TOIBKO COBCEM HESICHO, YTO 37IeCh flejlaeT Ta OTPOMHAS TOJIa KeJalolux
TIOTIaCTh ctofga? Heyzkenu 3meck IpoLBETAET TOPTOBIIS, UITH UX UHTEPECYIOT I0J00HbIe
«pa3BnevyeHusi»? Y moueMy Bce 3TH HUIIUE CYIIECTBA eIlle He MOKUHYIIU 3TO Tubioe MecTto? BecbMa
CTPaHHO.



['nsapgsa Ha MPOCTHIX XKUTEJIe 3TOTO TOPOoJa U BUIS TOJIBKO 00pPeYeHHOCTh ¥ CMUDPEHUe Ha UX JIUIax,
Tomac nmoHKUMas, 4TO KO BCEMY 9TOMY OHU y2Ke JaBHO IIPUBLIKJIYA U NO-APYTOMY KHUTh He yMewoT. [la,
COBCeM He Tak npepncTtasnsan cebe Tomac Benmukyio TemHoanbduiickyo Ctonuiy IloBenurens
Ianakunsa CacmneHca...

— BoT u 0H... — Bs1JIO IporoBopu Myx4yrHa. O4eBUAHO... 3aMOK. — CJiefyuTe 3a MHOM.

[IBOpenKuy MMPOBET €r0 Yepe3 HeCKOIbKO 3aJI0B, IIOMHSBIIKNCE ITI0 BUHTOBOW IECTHUIIE, U IIPOUIS eIle
napy Kopumopos, ToM oKa3ajicsd B KpaCHBOM IPUEMHOM, KOTOPask Pa3uTeIbHO OTINYasach OT BCEX
IPEeNbIIYIINX, YBUAEHHEIX UM TI0 JOPOTe CIOfa MPAYHEIX TOMeIeHU. A GOJIbIIIe BCETO eT0 YIUBUITU
OTPOMHBIE IBEPH, BUAUMO Be[yIllde B TPOHHLIH 3aj1. OHM OBIIIM COEIaHBl U3 KAKOT0-TO HEOOBIYHOTO
CBETJIOTO MeTaJl/la, U Ha HUX OB M300paxkeHbl pa3uyHbele OUTBEL. TOMY axe IOKa3aa0Ch, YTO OH
yBU[IEN IpaKoHa, HO PaCCMOTPETh He YCIlell — [IBEPH PacClaxXHy/IUCh. MyK4uMHa MIPOIIEN B 3a H,
ITOKJIOHUBIIIMCE, IIPOU3HEC:

— IloBenuTens, S JOCTABUII €r0. — IIPOIIyCTUB Toma B 3a1, OH yYOannuJiCcsd.

«JlocTaBUJI OH MeHS, KaK ke, ITaBJIMH CaMOyBEPEHHBIN» — YIBIOHYJICS Ipo cebs Tomac, — «A 3pech
TOKE KPaCHBO...HO KAK-TO...CJTUIIKOM BEYYPHO, YTO JIN» — AyMas ToM, BIIISIAbIBAsCh B 30JI0THIE
pPacTUTEIbHbLIE Y30PH], KOTOPHIMHU OBTM PACIHCaHbl CTEHH.

Kak TOnbKO OH JOILIET [0 CepeuHEl TPOHHOTO 3ajla, Ha Hero pe3ko o0pyIIuiachk TEMHas HeBegoMast
cuna. [la Tak CuibHO, 4YTO TOM OBLI BEIHYKEH ITPEKIOHUTEL KONeHo. Ho HacToSIIuM cTpax OH
WCIIBITAJ TOJILKO TOr'Ta, KOrma [OHSJI, YTO He MOXKET IIOOHATHCS.

— MHe [I07I0KUIM O TOM, YTO THL... YCTPOUJI Ha BOPOTax. Thl OCO3HAEIIIh, YTO HATBOPHUJI ¥ ITPOTUB KOT'O
nomén? Ecnu y Te6s1 He OBIO BaXKHOU IIPUYMHE /IS YHUUTOXKEHUST MOUX BOMHOB M MAapKuU3a, 5
Ka3HIo TeOs caM. Ho He Hafielics, 4TO TBOS CMePTh OYAET JIETKOM, — CYPOBO IIPOTOBOPHUITI
TE€MHOBOJIOCHIM MYXK4YMHA, CUISIINM Ha TPOHE.

«BoT Tak BCcTpeya. A 3TOT IIOBEJIUTEN IeMCTBUTENIBHO onaceH... M cunen! Kak xe on cunen! { gaxe
He MOTY ABUHYTBLCS C MecCTa... [la, OJIOBUHEI ITOTJIOLIEHHOU AYIIN ApaKOHa sIBHO MaJIo [AJs CpakKeHUs
C HUM, — BCTPEBOXKEHHO QyMaJl B 3TO BpeMs ToMac, B3BellIrBas CBOU LIAHCHL. — A 5 TOXKe XOpOIl,
CYHYJICSI B JIOTOBO Bpara, fla’ke HU4YEero 0 HEM He BHISICHUB... JlagHo, OymeM UMIPOBHU3UPOBATh, MOXKET
obonpercs...»

— IloBenuTens, — 3aUCKUBaMIIE 3ajeneTan TomMac. — MHe BeJleid CTPOro-Ha CTPOr0 BPYYUTH 3TO
UCHhMO MTUYHO BaMm, npsiMmo B pyku! OHO oueHb-04eHb BaxkHOe! OTIycTuTe MeHs U 5 Bam ero otmam!
— ¥ OH, TIOYYBCTBOBAB, KakK ClaflaeT JlaBJIeHUe CUJILI, TOOHS Ha 31b¢a CUSIONe SHTY3Ua3MOM U
nomo6ocTpacTveM I'j1a3a, ¥ JOCTall KOHBEPT, He BCTaBas ¢ KojeH. — «Hy xke! 4 xe coBceM peOEHOK.
IToBeps, TBAPB!».

,]:[aHaKI/IJ'IB B3MaXHYII pYKOfI, 1 IMUCHbMO IIPUJIETEJIO EMY IIPSAMO B PYKH.



— A Benpb u mpaBpa... O4eHb BaXXHOe MUCHMO... — CKa3asl 371b(), BUUTHIBASICh B CTPOKH. — X0-X0... Tak
MeHS BCE JKe MPUTTIACUIIH. JTO... XOPOIIIasi HOBOCTh. He mpumeTcst BlaMbIBaThCS 6e3

TIPUTJIAIIEHUs, — BCIIYX PacCyXkaaj 3aMeTHO ITOBECEJIEBIINY [TOBENIUTEb, KaK O0yaTo O 3a0LIB O
IIPUCYTCTBUHU ToMa.

— OTo 3HAYUT, 4TO 51 Mojomel?! — ToMm mompo6oBan BLIIaBUTh U3 Ce0s1 KAK MOXKHO OOJIbIIe
momo6oCcTpacTusi, XOTs AyIlla JpaKoHa MPOCTO BEIIA U PeBejia OT TOT'0, YTO MAJIbYUKY IIPUILIIOCH
CTOSITh Ha KOJIEHSIX U YHUKATHLCS Iepefl TEMHBIM.

— [a... — OH HaXMypPHJICS, IBHO Pa3MBIIIJIAS, YTO AejaTh gasblie ¢ yOuiile MapKu3a, HO BUAUMO
PEeIINB, YTO IMUCHMO TOT'O CTOUIIO, OTBETUI. — THI Monomell. Ho 9To He 0TMeHsEeT TOro ¢aKTa, YTO ThI
yOHUJI ¥ TIOKaJIeYrsT MOUX COJIHAT... U MapKu3a, — [laHaKuUJIb CHOBA 3ayMaJiCs, a B3TJISM ero
IOTSI2KeJIell, YTO 3aCTaBuiI0 ToMa Hampsubcsi. — KxM, magHo, TH CBOOOfIeH... ToJIbKO mocTapancs
OombIlle HUKOTO He YOUTh...

«[I2KEeKII0T!» — BEIAOXHYJI MaJIb4YuK.

— JlapgHo... [1o cBupganus, — ToM HEPSAIUIMBO ITOMaxajl Py4YKOH.

— ApM, — CKPUIIHYJI Ha 9TO OBUXKeHue 3ydamu [ToBenuTenb. — BeiBemu ero U3 ropopa u Ipociieu,
yTOOBI OH CHOBA He BIISIMIAJICS B HEIIPUSTHOCTH... II0OKA 5 He IepemyMar.

«HyXHO y3HATh, UTO 9TO 3@ Manb4¥K... OH C TeTKOCThI0 yOun ®nopeHIla, 3HAYUT OH CUIIEH? Wnu 3TO
CaMOyBEPEeHHOCTb, KaK 00RIYHO, ITO[IBEIa MAapPKK3a U OH CaM IIOfICTABUJICS O[] yaap?.. MHTepecHo, a
oH caM Oynet Ha ®ectuBane?.. Hago mompo6oBaTh ero 3aBepOoBaTh...» — PA3MBIILIS [JaHAKHUITb,
TSI BCJIe MalbuuKy. YTO-TO ero CMyIIaio B BUTAIOIEH BOKPYT MalbYMKa CHJIe, YTO-TO 3HAaKOMOe.
Ho 4T0 UMeHHO, 37b(} MOHATH TaK U HE CMOT.

A ToM TeM BpeMeHeM BHYTpeHHe JTuKoBaJl. — «CjaBa XaHT, S CMOT BRHIOpPAThCS KUBBIM... ITO OH Ha
caMOM feJie TaKOY TYIOW, UM U3 MeHS IOJIyYUJICS TaKou Xopomui aktep?» He ycnen Tom
3aBepIINTH JUAJIOT C CAMUM C000i, KaK IIOHSJI, YTO OKa3aJICs BHe CTEH ropofa.

— To nu atoT ApM yMeeT HE3aMEeTHO IIEPEHOCUTD JIIofeN, TO JIn BEJI KAKMMHU-TO 3aKO0YJIKaMH, 9TO 5
OaXKe He IIOHAJI, KaK 3J€Chb OKa3aJICd. Hy U JIagHO... Hopa 3aHATBLCA OesloM. MHe 0CTaloCh IOCTaBUTh
JINIIb OBa IIKCbMa...

Apnpecat: Kanuoctpo. [lepeBas barposeix [1eMOHOB

Tom 3HaJ, YTO 9Ta JMEePEeBHS HAXOOUTCS HEMOMAlIEKy, TaK YTO OH coOpasl B CBOMX HOTaX BCIO
OCTAaBIIYIOCS CHUITY, U OTTOJKHYJICS OT 3eMyu. [lepeMelnasch 4epes J1eC CO CKOPOCThIO CBETA,
TIPHITasi 110 IePeBbsIM, KaK KOTTIa-TO YUMII er0 PaTaToCKOp, He MMoy4dasi TpaBM, COBCEM CKOPO OH
yBUMEN OePEeBHIO.



[TogneTeB K mepeBHe ToMac 3aTaujcsa Ha OKpauHe jieca U Mpuciyinancs. Bo3me BOPOT 4TO-TO
mpoucxomguio. TaM CTOSIT OTPOMHBINM KapaBaH, a IEeMOHHBI TaK U CHOBAJIM Ty/[a-Ciofa pa3bupas sIIuKy.
[IBOE, BUOUMO OXpaHa rpy3a, TUXO0 IIeperoBapuBauch B CTOpoHe. OOWH U3 HUX, MaXHYB B CTOPOHY
KpaWHUX SIIAKOB, CKa3al:

— B aT0T pa3s yOaJloChk OOCTATh O4YEHb IIE€HHBIE 3K3EMIIJIAPEI, AyMalo Kamnuoctpo 6YI[6T AJOBOJIbHA.

Ycnpimap 3HakoMoe uMs, ToM MOJTHHEH METHYJICA K 3THM AIMHUKAM, IIOJIOZKHUJI IITMCEMO Ha OJUH U3 HUX
Hu, Ipexage 4eM OXpPaHa yCIIejla XOTh KaK-TO IIPpopearunpoBaThk, KC4Y€3, KPDUKHYB HaAIllOCJIENOK:

— IocTtaBka mouTsl! — a mpo ce6s mopymain.— Kewm Ovl THI HU OBLT afipecat, HO IIPOCTH, 5 ycTan. U
HOBBIE BHISICHEHUS OTHOIIEHWH MHE HU K 4eMy. [lymMaro, 3TH OeMOHH! Kak-HuOyob U 6e3 MeHs
pasbepyTcs ¢ mucbkMoM. UTo y HacC masblne?» — mogyMain ToM, mocTaBasi IociaeqHee THUChMO.

Appecar: XaHT. [lnurs.

HekoTopoe BpeMs MaJbuUK IIPOCTO CTOSIJI U CMOTPEJT HAa HafAMUCh. B HEM Oyp/IuIu CMellaHHbIe
YyBCTBa — OT COMHEHHUS U CTPaxa, N0 PafoCcTu u obnerdyenusi. HakoHell, peMIUBIINCH OH IPOU3HEC:

— OrnmuyHOo! OTObIX! — U HECIEIIHbIM IIaroM HampaBuics B CBeTabi AHCUKT. [IOMOM.
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