B Ge3rpaHUYHOM MyCTOTE, Ha YEPHOM KaME@HHOM IT0JTy, CUAE/ MATbyKK C IIMHHBEIMU OeJTbIMU
BoJstocaMu. OH, CO CKYKOU BO B3IJIsie, CMOTPEJT Ha MCIIOIMHCKOTO ApaKoHa, KOTOPHIH JiexkaJl
HAIIPOTHUB.

— TBo¥ X011, — HAKOHEII BSJIO ITPOTOBOPHUJI I0HOIIIA, TIEPEBOS B3TJISA[ Ha IITaXMATHYI HOCKY C
BEIPE3AHHBIMU [I0 MeJIbYaiiInX IogpoOHOCTEN U3 CTPAHHOT0 YePHOTO KaMHs GUrypaMu-gpakoHaMH.

— IIpocTy, s GONTO AyMalo... — MOPTHYB U OYATO OYHYBIINCEH, 0TO3BasCs [IpaKoH.

— {1 3aMeTun 3TO emié TOrga, KOrfa Mbl UTPajii TPETHIO TaPTHI0, — BCE C TeM XKe Oe3pa3nuurueM
Iporosopui Tom.

— A ceiiuac Kakasi? — CIIPOCHJI C TI00OTBITCTBOM BAPYT 3aWHTEPECOBABIINANCS OPAKOH.

— He momHt0. 4 mepecTan cYuTaTh Ha ABYXCOTOM... — allaTUYHO OTKJIMKHYJICS MaJIbYUK U
3agymarncs. — XM, a Belb MBI UT'PaeM IIPUMEPHO OOHY MTapTHUIO B ABAAIATh YETHIPE Yaca... JHAYUT,
MBI TYT YK€ MHOTUM 00JIbllle ABYXCOT JHEH?

— Bupgumo, Tak... — 0TO3BasCd ,[[paKOH, CHOBa IIOTPyZ&KasiCb B CBOX HEPAOOCTHEIE MEICIIH.

— Hy ma nmapso... Xomu yXe... — IIOTOPOIIXII ero ToM.

Ho B 3TOT MOMEHT Hayasioch 3eMJIeTpsiCeHre, PUTYPKHU Ha MOCKe CTAJIu IONIPHITUBATh U MafaTh.
OkpyXKarwlas ¥X YepHUIbHAs MyCTOTa 3aBUOPUPOBAIIa.

— YTto HpOI/ICXOI[I/IT? — CIIpOCHUIl Tom Y APaKOHAQ, MOAHKWMaA B3TIA0 U BCTPEYASACh C KENTHIMHU
T'JIa3aMHu HpaKOHa.

— 3t0, ToMac, To, 0 4éM s Tebe IOCTOSTHHO HAIIOMUHA)... — TOPXKECTBEHHO MPOU3HEC [IPakoH, a B
€ro B3TJIsfe MIecKaach JUKasi CMeCh Pa3IMYHBIX IMOIUY — HAIPSXKEHHOE 0XKUIaHUe, 37I0CTh,
CTpax, TocKa, o0jeryeHne, IOKOPHOCTh CyAnOe...

)%k

OmHax[el, 3a OQHOM M3 MAPTUH, Korfa GUrypsl euié npeacTaBisnu codoi 6echopMeHHbIE Ky4n
KaMH$, a JocKa KPUBO HallapalaHa Ha KaMeHHOM mojty, CMayT Hadajl paccKa3hBaTh CBOIO UCTOPHUIO:
I7le ¥ KOTa OH POOUIICS, C KEM POC, 3a KOT0 BoeBaJl, U, B YaCTHOCTH, O TOM, KaK OH 0Ka3aJica
3aTOUYEHHEIM 3[leCh, 0e3 IIaHca Ha CIIaceHue.



eno 6b110 Tak. YcTaB 0T 6€CKOHEYHBIX CTOJIKHOBEHUY U 0€CCMBICTIEHHBIX BOMH CPefyl COPOAUYEH,
Cmayr nokunyn [Ipakoubu ['opsl u mepebparcs mobmuxe K [Inuimo, HafesiCh Ha CIIOKONHOE
cyiecTBoBaHMe. Tak u OBIO, TOKa 00 OMMHOKOM OTIIe/IbHUKe-IPaKoHe He IONOJ3NHU CIyxXu. Toraa-To
K HEMY U [10KaJI0BaJ BIePBEE CTPAHHBIY ['OCTh, IPEACTABUBIIUKCS BEJIMKUM MaroM U3 IJIEMEHH
TémubIx OnbGh0B, ¥ mpenyioxun csoko Apyxk0y. Ho CMayr jaBHO KUl Ha CBETEe U BUET MHOXKECTBO
cymecTB. OH cpady IOHSJI, YTO Iepel HUM He CaMblil CUJIbHBIN IIPEICTaBUTENb 9TOr0 IIJIEMEHH, a ero
anyHo OJiecTsAIIe XUTPHIE I'J1a3a ¥ MacligHas yibi0Ka, HAaBOAUIIY Ha MBICTIb O KOPBICTHRIX MOTHBaX
IIpennoXeHHOoU npyxKO0kl. Ho uTo Morno noHagobutcs snbdy ot IpakoHa? Heyxkenu atot cnabak
PeLImics BO3BEICUTCA Hall APYTUMU COPOOUYAMHU C ero MOMOILIbI? [IpakoH yCTal OT BEHSICHEHUS
OTHOIIIEHXH, TT03TOMY OTKa3aJl 3¢y B mpyxKoOe.

— THI elI€ mozKaseelb 0 CBOEM pPeIIeHNH, IPaKkoH. d CoBeTyio TeOe XOpOLIEHbKO TOAyMaTh! —
BCITBIIMIT TEMHBIN 371b(, Cpa3y pacTepsiB BCE CBOE OpyxKemodne, U YOaIucs.

OH BepHYJICS Yepe3 HEOel0, B KOMIIQHUY e1lé HECKOJIbKUX CJ1a0eHbKHX Maros.

— UynoBullle, MONYUHUCH MHe, U g He Oyny Tebs TporaTh, — madocHO BO3BECTHUI 3Jb(, 3aKUrasi Ha
JIalOHY KaK0e-TO 3aKJISITHE.

CmMayT pacxox0oTasics eMy B JIUI0. DTH 31b(bl OBUIM CYIIMMHU OETHMHU, 110 CPAaBHEHUIO C HUM, ¥ UX
o01mast Maruyeckasi Cuja He COCTaBJIsAJIA U NECATON N0 CUJIbI fake MOJIOAOro ApakoHa. YTo yxK
TOBOPUTH 0 HEM... [I03TOMY B OTBET Ha HaxaJlbHOe NoBefieHNe 31bda, CMayT NUIIL OTKPHUI NACTh, U
clerkKa OKaTHJI IJlJaMeHeM ero, ¥ IPUIIeAIIdX C HUM Maros.

Torma HEYKITI0XKUY 911b(Q, B COXKKEHHBIX 0eXkKOax YIIEN C T030poM. Ho ¢ Tex mop, Kaxk/ble HECKOJIbKO
MeCSI1IeB, OH IOSIBISANICS, YTOOBI CHOBA C TPECKOM MpourpaTth. OH JONIT0 UCIBITHBAT TePIIeHue
npakoHa, u Cmayra yxKe IMOPSAAKOM OOCTalli CTPaHHbIE BHIXOJKH 371b(a: TO OH CTPEJIBl 3aTOBOPEHHEIE
IIPUHECET, TO APEeBHEE 3aK/IMHAHKE TOTYUHEHUS TIe-TO BRIUUTAET, TO KYYKY HAaEMHUKOB C TYIIBIMHU
MedaMmu mpuTamut. CHavyana 9To JaXxe B KaKOU-TO CTeIIeHW ApaKoHa pa3BlieKasio, HO HabpolleHHas
Ha HEro HOYBIO MaruyecKasi CEeTh CTajla IocieqHel Kamei. TEMHBIE MaTry IIPOCTO He YCIIENH eé
3aKpEMNuTh, IJIs 3aBepiueHus: o0psna mogunHeHus. OH pa3opBall UX BCEX, HO BOT 3/bPEHKA cpeau
HUX He ObIJT0. A MOXKeT OH ycmen c6exkaTtb. Ho [IpakoH TBEPHO PEILIUI, YTO CIIeAyIOIIas UX BCTpeya
cTaHeT mocnenHei. Tak u nmpousomnio, Ho CMayTr u IpeACcTaBUTh cebe Torga He MOT, KaKue
IIOCJIEICTBUS 3TO 3a COOOI IIOBJICUET.

[Tocne TOTO Ccrydast C CeThi0, 3bPEHOK He MOSBIIAICS IOYTH I'0f], U JPaKOH yxKe pacciabucs,
PEIIuB, YTO TOT OTKA3aJICS OT CBOUX IIJIAHOB ¥ OCTABUJ ero B mokoe. Ho CMayr 3a0myKmgacs.

OmHax[el, TPUJIETEB C OXOTH, OH 00HAPYKUIT HEBAANIEKE OT CBOET0 yOEXKMIIA 1[eJI0e BOMCKO TEMHBIX
anbdoB. Y BEN ux 3a cob6oi caM 31bPUICKHUN KOPOJIb. PSI0M ¢ HUM T'OPHO IIECTBOBAJIU €0 CYNpyTra U
TOT CaMBIi KaIKUM 37bQ.

Paca TémHEBIX 371b(})0B OblIa HEMHOTOUMCIIEHHA U IPaKOH MaJio MU HHTEPEeCoBasICs, HO HEKOTOPHIE
CIIyX# O KEeCTOKOCTH UX KOpOJIS 0o Hero goxoaunu. CMayT He MOT IIOHSTh, YTO IIOHAAOOMIOCH OT
Hero 3TUM CyllecTBaM. Heyxkenu OHU peLIusiy 3acTaTh €r0 BpacIlJIoX U MOOYUHUTEL? 3a4eM OH UM?



II7151 3aBOEBAHMS HOBBIX 3eMeJb? YBumes, 4To KOPOJIb BBICTYIIHAJI Bnepén, OPAaKOH PEIINJI BEICIIYIIATh
IIPUYNHY UX ITIOABIIEHHUI.

— 41, xoponb nneMenu TEMHBEIX JnbGoB, Bemukuit [JlaHAKuUIb, TPUKa3kBaio Tebe MOTYMHUTLCS! Mo
BEPHOIOANAHBIN paccKa3aal MHe O TOM, KaK Thl HallaJl Ha MUPHO IIyTelIeCTBOBABIINX 3/1b(OB, U
mepenas TBOU YIPO3bl 0 MOJUMHEHNY cebe Hallero Hapona. Thl He Y4E€II OOHOTO, YyymoBuile. Ceivac s
KOPOJIb 9TUX 3eMesib! U moKa 51 XKuB, 3TH 3eM/IH OyIyT MpUHAOIekKaTh TOJIBKO MHE, KaK U 371b(EI, YTO
UX HacensaioT. ThH 3alJIaTHLIb 3a CBOM HaMepeHusi. MouM BOMHAM XBaTUT CUJI YHUYTOXUTE HaxkKe
TAKOT0 MOIIHOTO ApaKoHa, Kak Thl! Ho s mam Tebe mauc. [Tomunnuchk MHe! [IpuHecH KISTBY
BEPHOCTH O BEYHOM CJIyKEHHU MOEMY POLY, X TOTfa 51 OCTaBIio Tebe TBOIO XKaJKYIO XKU3Hb. [logyMaii
IOPaKoOH, - MPOU3HECS CBOIO pedb, KOPOJIb IOMOIIET K JKeHe U OHU ITePEeHEeCIIUCh Ha XOJIM, TI03a0u
CBOHUX BOMHOB.

A BOT 3HAKOMBIH 37bGEHBIII OCTAJICS B IIIOKE CTOSATH B IIEPBOM PSAY, B UCIIyTe 03UPAsiCh II0
CTOpoHaM. BUguMo OH He OXKUfal TaKOo MOAJIOCTH OT KOPOJiS M HUKAK He pacCYUTHIBaj ObITh CPefn
BOMHOB.

IpakoH ObIT B 3aMelIaTeIbCTBE. TOT 3bGUUCKUM KOPOJIb BEITISAIEN HaCTOIbKO CAMOYBEPEHHO, YTO
CMmayr gaxe yguBuics ero Harnoctud. OH? J[lonxen? [IpuHecTH KISTBY BEYHOTO TOOYMHEHUS Ha
KpoBu? CTaTh JOMALIHUM PYYHBIM IIUTOMIIEM IJI51 KAKOTO-TO TEMHOTO 37b¢a? IIycTh ¥ KOpons... A
3TOT cltabeHbKUM 3MbGEHEI 0Ka3acs xutep! Peuun 0oToMCTUTh, 000/IraB ApakoHa B I'la3aX CBOETO
TIOBEJTUTEIIS. A MOXKET eIy, YTO TOT CaM IOTru0HET B CXBaTKe ¢ gpakoHoM? KTo 3HaeT. [la TOIBKO U
KOPOJIb B YEM - TO €T0 3aI003PHUJI, pa3 OPOCHII CBOEr0 «BePHOIOAIAaHHOT0» . Begb OH He MOT He
IIOHMMAaTh, YTO IOJ00HOE IIPefIoKEeHNe IS APaKOHa HegonycTuMo. CMayT He MOT ITPOCTUTh
HaHeCeHHOTro eMy ocKopOneHus. OH poXKOEH He Mg CloyXkeHHUd. M xKaxXaa MecTH y HeTo B KPOBU. A
yK OIIPaBOBIBATLCS OH TeM 00Jjiee He IPUBHIK. B3peBeB, pakoH METHYJICS B TOMNIY 371b(OB.

3aBs3anmach 60iHs, CMayr OecrommanHo youBan u Kaneuyun 3nbda 3a 3nbgoM. Y mepBrIM, KOHEYHO
JKe, yMep TOT caMbIi 37IbGEeHHII, KOTOPHIM BCE 3TO U 3aTesin. Kak u npenmnonaran CMayr, 3TOT
BLICKOYKA 0Ka3aJICSI CAMBIM CJIaOBIM Marom B IyieMeHu. OHAKO, OCTaIbHbIE BOMHEI OBIIH 0YEHb
CUJIbHBI, 0COOEHHO I10 CPABHEHUIO C IPYTUMH KUTEJISIMHU JIeca.

UM BOT OH OCTaJICSI OOUH, U3PaHEHHEIH, HO He Mo0eXneHHBIN. FcTeKass KpOBbIO, OH FOPMI0 BOoccenar
Cpeny MHOXKeCTBa U3YPOAOBaHHLIX TPYNOB. [IogHAB B30p Ha X0JIM, OH YBUAEI 3JIbQUACKUX MOHAPXOB.
Hx octanocs gBoe. Kopons nnemernu TEMHBIX I1b(OB U ero BepHas cynpyra. M celiuac UMEHHO OHU
CTaJId CaMbIMU OITaCHBIMU NIPOTUBHUKAMHU. [IpakoH yMell TpPe3BO OLeHUBATh CBOU CUJIBI — OH MOT
npourpats. IToaTromy CMayr pelun NpeayiokXuTh UM epeMupue. Ho Kak TOIbKO OH [BUHYIICA B
CTOPOHY XO0JIMa, OTKpHIBas I1acTh, TEMHas UCIYTaHHOM TEHbIO METHYIach BIIEPEN, 3aKphiBasi COO0M
Myza, B3MaxHyJjla PyKOU U IIPpOKpHUdaa:

- IlycTh 51 yTpauy neuyats MHOeKca, HO TH HE TPOHEIIh ero, Tpsi3Hoe uymoBuie! S yObio Tebs, maxe
[IeHOU COOCTBEHHOU XKU3HU!

[lepen Hel TOSBUIICS PYHUYECKUN KPYT C ITe4aThi0, KOTOPAs Yepe3 HECKOIbKO CEeKYH[I UCTIIENa,
OCHITIABIIXCH METIOM. JbGuiiKa HEOTPLIBHO CMOTpPENIa B CTOPoHY Illnmuns, mesens rybamy,
IPOM3HOCS 3aKInHaHue. M3 yronka eé ryd moTekyia CTpyiika KpOBU, HOTH ITOJKOCUJIUCE, HO CUJIbHBIE



PYKM MyXKa IMOIXBAaTUIIM €€, TIOMOTas YCTOSATh. E€ ryOrl APOTHYIU B YIBIOKE U OHA OTKUHYJIACh Ha €ro
T'PyOb, BCE TaK XKe MPOJoIKas IIeBeTUTh Ty0aMu, IOoAnepKUBasi 3aKIUHAHNE. A KOPOJIb JKECTOKO
YXMBUTBHYJICS, Uepes3 IJIeY0 XKeHHI, TS B I1a3a gpakoHy. OH MOHST, YTO 3afiyMalia ero Cympyra,
3HaJI KaKas 00JIb e MPEeACTOUT U He OCTaHOBUII. [JlaHaKuII0 OBIIO IJIeBAaTh Ha XKEPTBEHHOCTh
anbouiiku. OH JoNmXKeH OB JOOUTHCS CBOEro 10601 11eHoM. [IOqYMHUTD UITH YHUYTOXKUTE.

Bemukwuii [Inuinb, CTOSIINY B HECKOJTBKUX KHUJIOMeTpax OT 60MHU, COmPOTHYCs. 1o 3eMiie oM
Kojie6anusi. Konbé Ha ero BeplirHe Pe3K0 3aCHUs0, U MTOKUHYJIO CBOE MECTO, YCTPEMUBIIKCH B
CTOPOHY OpaKoHa.

Cmayr B 1110Ke 3aMep, HabJmoast 3a CTpeMUTENTbHO HaOUPaOLUIMM CKOPOCTh KOTIHEM, HECYIITUMCS B
ero ctopony. OH fmaXKe He 3HaJI, YTO TaKO€ BO3MOXKHO, HO IIPEKPACHO IIOHUMAJI, YTO €T0 XKIAET, eClU
KOIIbE€ MOCTUTHET I1e/H. [IpakKoH Pa3BEPHYJICS ¥ B3MBIT B HE0O, IBITASICh YIeTeTh mpoyb. Ho, BCé
OvL10 mpempenieHo. Kak Obl [pakoH He JTaBUPOBa MEXK[Y [epPeBbIMU UK 0071aKaMu, KOIIbE
HEOTBPATUMO CJIE[OBAJIO 3a HUM M YTO CTPAIHEE BCETO - HarOHSI0. [JOCTUTHYB LIeNId, OHO ITPOH3MUIIO0
ero TPYOHYIO KJIETKY, ¥ IPAKOH PYXHYJ Ha KaKOW-TO PaBHUHE.

O6eccunenHas anbduiika 0OMsKIIa B pyKax CBOET0 MyKa, a TOT, HeOpPeKHO ITOJI0KUB €€ Ha TPaBy,
TIOCTIEIIUI TIEPEMECTUTHCS B CTOPOHY TSI2KEJIO [HIIIAIIEro ApaKoHa.

— Hy BoT u BCé, ma? Trl npourpan apakos! 1 npemoctaBun Tebe 1IaHC, a Thl Tak 6e37apHO ero
ynyctun! ITonsITancsa OTKPHITh TaCTh Ha MEHs, CUIbHEUIIIEr0 Cpenu 3/1b(poB! — ckasan [JaHaKuIb I
paccmesncsa. — TEl YHUYTOXWII JIyYIIXX BOMHOB MOETr0 KOPOJIEBCTBA, ¥ MOIIATUIINECS 3a KaXI0T0 U3
HuX. { 3acTaBinio Te0s cTpagaTh, — OH AOCTAJ UX KapMaHa CBOMX YEPHBIX OfeKI KpPaCHO-4EPHBIN
Ky0. - 3Haemb 4To 9T0? KOHeYHO He 3Haellb... ITO MOE TUUHOe u300peTeHne! be3arpanuyHoe
IIPOCTPAHCTBO B MaJIeHbKOM Ky6e. A 3Haelllb ero OCHOBHEIE CBOMCTBA? OH 3aCcTaBUT TeOs MUCIHITATh
YyBCTBa BCEX CYIIECTB, KOTOPHIX TH KOTfa Tu00 My4us, yOuBas Uiy OblT IPOCTO BUHOBEH B UX
cMmepTu. Mx 607Ib, X HEHABUCTD, UX CTPaX. Ha TBOEM cueTy HOIKHO OBITH MHOTO K€PTB, [a, IPaKoH?
Ha... Emé u paHbl, IoydeHHble TO00M cerogus, OymyT 6eCKOHEUHO NOCTaBIAThH TeOe 60/b, MEIEHHO
paspymas Teno. A ¢ coboii 1 3ab6epy YacTUIly TBOEH AYIIH, OCTaBUB BMECTO HEE OCKOJIOK KOTbs. ThI
Oymemb ymMupaTh 04€Hb OOJITO, OPAKOH. [10JIr0 U My4YUTEThHO!

B rnazax gpakoHa, yCTPEeMJIEHHHIX Ha 37b(a, ropeia HEHABUCTh, BIIEPEMEIIKY CO cTpaxoM. Ho oH He
MOT HUYEro caenaTh. CUITbl MOKUIAJU €T0 CTONb CTPEMUTENBHO, YTO CMayT Jaxke IOHAAesjICs, YTo
noruOHeT paHbllle, YeM MOMANET B 9TO CTPAIIHOE N300peTEeHNEe U3BPALIEHHOTO yMa.

Koponb momomuién K ApakoHy U MPUKOCHYJICS K KOIIbIO, TI0JjaBast B HETO OIPOMHEIN UMITYJIbC CBOEH
cumnel. OH yMeJIo YIIpaBiIsail MOTOKOM, JIMIITHUY pa3 J0Ka3kiBasi, UTO fejaeT Mogo0HOe He BIIEPBEIE,
CTPEeMSICh pa30pBaTh AyIly TOPAOTO APaKoHa.

[Tocneimancst 3ByK pa3butoro crekia. [yma CMayra pa3menuiach Ha IBe YaCTH, OMHA U3 KOTOPHIX,
BMeCTe CO CJIOMaHHBIM KOIILEM, OKa3ajach B pykax [laHakuis. Kycok KprcTaia, HCTOYAIOIINI CBET
OyIIN, OTIIPABUIICS B HarpyAHBIM KapMaH 3/1b(da, a KOIbE UCTIIeNO.

B nmocnemuui pa3 IIPe3pPpUTEIbHO B3TTIAHYB Ha OPAKOHA, KOPOJIb SJ'[B(l)OB Pa3BePHYIICA U HECIIEIIHO



HaIPaBUJICS B CTOPOHY XOJIMOB, TIe OCTaJI0Ch JIeKaTh Ha 3eMJie Teso 3nbduitku. OH He Haflessics,
YTO JXKeHa BBIXKUBET I10CJIE TAKOTO MOIIHOTO 3aKJIMHAHUS, HO TEJI0 PeLIusI BCE Taku 3abpaTth. A BOT
pPaHEeHbIX BOMHOB [laHaKUIIbL IJIaHUPOBAJI OCTaBUTH Ha 1oJjie 060s. [lonyueHHEIe paHbL OB
CMEepPTEIbHEIMY, €CJIM BOBPEMS UX He BBIJIEUUTD, @ TPATUTh BPEMS U CUJIBI OH He XKeJlajl. Jb(bl
yMUpPAIOT OOJT0, ¥ BCS 00 UX NIPeICMePTHOM aroHUY fOCTaHeTCs ApakoHy. He obopaynBasich, OH
KuHYN B CMayra 4€pHBIN Ky0, KOTOPBIM HAavasl pe3K0 pa3pacTaThCs, 3aTodast JpaKoHa B MyCTOTY.

— IIpomait, [IpakoH, — C Mpe3peHreM U 3aTaeHHBIM 3710PafCTBOM IIPOU3HEC [laHAKUIb. ITO OBIIIO
TocJiefiHee, YTo ycrbian CMayr, Ipexye, YeM IacTh B TEMHOTY. [106eI0HOCHO yNIbIOHYBIIKUCE,
YCIIbIIIaB TIOJIHBIM OTYaSHUS PEB APaKOHA, TEMHBIN 3J1b( IMOCIIEIINII TIePEeHEeCTUCEH Ha XOIMEL.

[Inu rombl. PaBHUHEI, B IIEHTPE KOTOPBIX HAXOOUIICS Ky0, He MOTJIH BhIIepPKaTh Pe30HaHCA MYCTOTH U
IJIUTEILHOTO BO3[EUCTBUS ayphl UCXOsIIel u3 KyOa. B n3o0peTeHuu TEMHOT0 371bda Oblin
npocu€Tel. OH He YU€EN BHYTPEHHIOI Maruio gpakoHa, 6JI0KUPYS JIUIIL BHEIIHIOW. M ciycTs BpeMs
Cmayr, yXKe IPaKTUYECKH CXOMs C yMa OT 0ECKOHEYHOT0 BO3[EUCTBUS Ha HETO YyXKUX YYBCTB U
SMOIIVH, CMOT IIPOIYCTUTh CKBO3b Ce0sI BCE ITH OIIYyIIeHus, POPMUPYS U3 HUX OTHEbHYIO,
CaMOCTOSITEILHYIO aypy Y BBHIIIJIECKUBAS €€ 3a TpaHb Kyba BMECTe CO CBOeii 00JIbI0, HEHAaBECTHIO U
JKaxmaou Mectu. Tenepb OH caM MOT KOHTPOJIMPOBATh JOCTABIIYIOCS €My B HaKa3aHUe SHEPTHIO.

Opr}KaIOH_IaH KYG MECTHOCTb Ha4dalla USMEHATLCA U, CIIyCTA MHOTHUE T'OOEI, IIPEBPATUIIACE B
IIYCTHIHIO C OesbM IIeCKOM, CO MHOZKECTBOM JIOBYIIIEK, 1 HEN3BECTHBIMU CYIIIECTBAMU,
HOpO}KHéHHBIMI/I 37IOBEIEN CUJIOHN, KOTOPaAA IIPOIINTAJIa KaXKOYI0 IIECYUHKY Ha MHOTHE MUJIKN BOKPYT.

Kutenu neca cranu u3beraTh 3TUX MECT, BEOb BEIKHUTH TaM yOaBalioCh HEMHOTUM. Ha3kBaTh
IYCTHIHIO Hayanu — [IyCTHIM MUPOM, a TOPHI, TOSIBUBLINECS TIOCTIE 3aToueHuss CMayra BOKPYT Kyba u
HEMHOT'0 CIepXKHUBAIOIIKe ero saMaHanuu — Xpe6ToMm [JaHaKuiab, B Y4€CTh TOI'0 CAaMOT0 KOPOJIST TEMHBIX
371b(}OB.

C tex mop, Cmayr Haxomuics B Ky6e. EMy He TpeGoBaluCh efia ¥ IUThE, BpeMs 371eCh Kak O6yaTo
3aCTHIJI0, HEYMOJIUMO HECSICh 3a IMpefeIaMu CTeH BIepE[, IorpyKasi BHYTPH BCE XKHBOE B CTPAHHEIH
YAaCTUYHLIN aHabKo3.

VHorga gpakoH BCTpeYas roCTel, 110 CBOEH TIYIIOCTH PELIMBIINX NOKa3aTh KOMY-TO CBOIO CMEJIOCTh 1
CUIIy, ¥ YMEpIIKe, TaK U He MOXKIABIINCH CBOOOMHL. Yalle BCero OHU CXOOUIM C yMa, HE BEIIEPKHUBAS,
XOTh ¥ HEOOJIBIIIOT0, HO BCE XK€ HeOTBPAaTUMOT0 Bo3meicTBus Kyba, u gpakoHY MIPUXOOUIIOCEH
IIOMOTaTh UM YXOOUTh 3@ TPaHb.

Y Bot nputien Tomac. CaMblii CUJIBHBIN U3 BCeX KOT7Ia-1100 ObIBaBIINX 3[€Ch. [[paKOH MPOHUKCS
cUMnaTHel K MaJbYuKy, KOTOPHIH 3a CBOIO KOPOTKYIO XKU3Hb IIEPEKUIT TAK MHOTO MOTpsiceHuii. Ha
HEro He JelCTBOBaja Marus Ky6a, Begb ToMac HUKOMY He IPUYMHSI CTPafaHUM U OT ero PyK YK
TOYHO HUKTO He yMUpa. A IelcTBUE ayphsl APAaKOH Mpuaepxkal, BCE ke ToM OBl OTIUYHEIM
co0eCceqHUKOM U CKpPaCHJI ONMHOKYI0 XKu3Hb CMayra. [TocTelneHHO OH HaydaJ IOCBSIATh MadbYuKa B
TOHKOCTH CBO€M Maruu, pacckasaj O CBOei XKU3HH, ITOfIe/INIICS MJIaHOM MecTH. He cumTas TOoro, 4To
OHU He MOTJIM ITPAaKTUKOBATh Maruio, ToMac CTayl y4YeHUKOM IpaKoHa. JIydIM 1 eIUHCTBEHHEIM.
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Tom 9acTo BCIIOMUHAI 9Ty UCTOPUIO. A eIll€, CI0Ba, KOTOphle HEYCTAHHO AEeHb 3a JHEM IIOBTOPSIII
Cwmayr.

«B 0OBIYHBIX 00CTOSITEIBCTBAX, MOS AyIla Y2Ke MaBHO BOCCTaHOBUJACH Obl. Ho Temeps 9T0O
HeBO3MOXKHO. OCKOJIOK Kombsl 0CTasncs BHYTPHU, U MelllaeT el pereHepupoBarth... OmHaX Ak, MOU
JKU3HEHHbIE CHJIBI UCCSKHYT, ¥ 9TO OTKPOeT Tebe myTh K cBoGome. »

— OTO TOT CaMbId MOMEHT, Ja? — B3BOJIHOBAHHO CIIPOCHUJI MaJIbUMK Yy ApaKOHa.

— Ia. Kak u obemtan a1b¢), paHbl, IOTydeHHbIE B TOM 0010, pa3pyHIuiu Moé Teno. Mos gyiia 0osiblie
He MOXKEeT IOANepPKUBATh MOIO XKHU3Hb, — CEPhe3HO IIPOrOBOPHUII APaKoH — Tomac... Tsl He 3a6hIT 0
Moelt pockbe? 4 xouy, 4ToOH! ITOC/Ie MOei CMepTH, T 3a0pal OCTaBIIYIOCS YacTh MOeN AyIu cele.
OTOT TEMHBIN PEIUII TUIIUTH MEHS IIOCMEPTHS, HO, Oarogaps Tebe, y MeHs eCTh BEIOOD. YV Tebs
OymeT HECKOJIBKO 4acoB Ha 3T0. 4 Beib Tebe ykKe 00bSCHSI CBOMCTBa AyII? [IoMHUIIIL BTOPOE?

HOHoma KuBHY, GBICTPO HAM[S B TOJIOBE TO, YEMY OPAKOH €ro y4uml:

— Ila, 4eM cuibHee CyIIeCTBO, TEM MIOJbIIe ero gyiia npobymeT Ha 3eMJie II0CJie CMEPTU HOCHUTEIS.

— 4 mymaro, 4TO MOSI CMOKET IIPOfiepXKaThCs OKOJI0 YeThipex yacoB. OHa oyeHb ocnabneHa. Brixon
MOJI2KeH OTKPBITHCS Yepe3 HeCKOJIBKO IHEH II0CJIe TOTJIOMIeH ST MOeH OyId, TakK 4To Tebe mpumeTcs
eIé HEMHOTO TTO0XKOaTh. U, Tpexke yeM st yMpy, Y MeHs K Tebe OyneT mpockOa... OTOMCTH 3a MeHSI.
Y6eit Janakuns. IIycTs 3TOT KOPOJIb 3axJIeOHETCS COOCTBEHHOM KPOBBIO, CU/ISI Ha CBOEM 000KaeMOM
TPOHE, — CIabeloIuM I'0JI0COM TTOIPOCHUIT IPAKOH, U YXMBIIbHYJICS, YBUIEB KaK aKTHUBHO KUBAET
T'0JIOBO#M Mab4uK, o0elrast HCIIOIHUTD ero MPock0y U TIISIAs Ha HEro Tila3aMH, MMOJTHEIMU ClIé3. — U
ellle, He Jieflall TaKoe IPYCTHOe JIUI0, TaK MHe OyHeT ellé C/ioXkKHee MOKUAaTh Te0s, CBOEro
eOUHCTBEHHOTO IPyra, HacTosmero OpaTa. PaHbIle 51 B 3TOM COMHEBAJICS, HO HE Telepb.

— JlagHo, — cka3an ToM, cxkuMasi KyJlakKi U BEITUPAs HacTyIalollie CIE3HL.

YBunes ato, Cmayr yneIOHYICS. ManbYrK BIIEPBHIE 3@ IIPOAOJIXKUTEILHOE BPEMS ITOKa3aJl CBOU
9MOIIAM, BRI U3 3aTIXKHOU allaTHH.

Co6paB ocTaTok cuni, CMayT MOJHSIICS, U, 3aipaB MOPAY KBEPXY ¥ MPUKPHIB T'71a3a, 3apeBen. Ero
TEJI0 HavaJslo MCTJIEBATh, ¥ YKe Yepe3 HEeCKOJIbKO MUHYT, B BO3[IyXe OCTAJICSI BUCETH JIUIIIb YEPHBIH,
TIOX0KWY HA OHUKC KPHUCTAJLI, 110 popme, GOJIbIIE TOXOAUBIINY Ha KITBIK.

Heponro oyMasi, Tom HOHﬁe}KaH K HEMY U CXBAaTHII. KO}KY Ha PyKe MI'HOBEHHO OIIaJIAJIO OTHEM, HO
OT'POMHEIM YCHUJIMEM BOJIM MAJIbYHUK yOepPzKall KPUCTAJII. HpI/I}KaB KyJaK C KaMHEM K I'pynu, Tom
COCpenoTOYnJICA ¥ Hadall IIOTJIOIaTh CUITy OYIINU CMayra. 3TOT IIponecc OKa3aJiCd OOJITUM U



TpYI[OéMKI/IM, " 3aHAI MHOT'O BpEMEHH, HO TOMaCY HeKyma OBIJIO CIIEIINTE.
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B aTo ke BpeMsi, Ha BEPIIHUHEe [Inuns, TaM roe Korma-To HaXOOUIOCh TO caMOe KOIIbe, CTOsa XaHT.
OHa mopmHSIach CI0Oa, IIOTOMY 4YTO IIOYYBCTBOBaJlla KoyieOaHus OHEPruu Ha CeBepe, U 3Halla, 4YTO B
3TOM MOKET OBITh BUHOBEH TOJIBKO TOM.

— JTOT MajbyuK... OH 4TO, HE IOHUMAET, YTO UCUE3HOBEHNE TaKOM OTPOMHOU CUJIBL C KapThl MUpa
npou3BeneT HeOrBamyo mymuxy? Xpebet [JaHakuiib IPeKpPaTUT CBOE CYIIECTBOBAHUS, 1 BEPOSITHO,
o0a yreca 3ax0TsT M060POTHCS 3a 3eMnu [Iyctoro Mupa. Mix u paHblile-T0 CoepKuBaja TOIbKO CUa
ceiHa MmnepaTopa [IpakoHoB. Eciu Ol ero gyina ocranach TaM, OHa OBl He McYe3JIa, a IIPOAOJIKUIIa
nUTaTh TpaHuIlk [IycToro Mupa elié HeCKOJIbKO COTEH JIeT. 9TOro ObIJI0 ObI JOCTATOYHO, YTOOH
IpUOyMaTh YTO-TO APYyToe... A Tenepb... — HACYNUB HOC, OHA B3MaxHYyJla XBOCTOM U 3aleja.

[Inunb COmPOrHyJcs, 0 3eMJie MoK KojleOaHusI, CBOM MeCTa Ha CTeHaX ITOKUHYJIO YeTHIpe Meya.
OHu moJieTeNny B pa3Hble CTOPOHEI, OKpyxkas [IycToit Mup, u popmMupysi 6apbep, KOTOPHEIX CO3MaBall
nopobre faBneHus aypsl CMayra.

— O Benukue CunbBaHyc 1 CuiibBa, Haflel0Ch, BBl HE 3JIUTECh HA MEHd 3a TO, YTO g KCIIO0JIb30Bajla
cuny llnuns B cBoux nensx. IIpocro... Bnepsrle 3a MHOTHE TOOE MHE KTO-TO II0-HACTOSALIEMY
noHpasuics. U s He xouy, 4ToOkl CoBeT MHOeKca ero Ka3Hul... — OTYasTHHO BOCK/IMKHYIa XaHT. U
IIOYyBCTBOBAJIa, KaK TEIJILIY ITOPHEIB BeTPa B3bEPOIIXI € IePCTKY Ha 3arpriBKe U IIPOIMIENCS 110
Mopre, 6yaTo Jacka, MOAepKUBasi, coramasch. Jiuca yaeOHyIace, 1IeTKO B3LOXHYB: — BoT u
OTJIMYHO...

[lecTs gHEU COyCTA

[TpakTudecku Hemento ToM mIpoOBUT B MeIUTAlMU, IOTJIONIAs CUITy OyIIu ApakoHa. OH obpaTuics
BrIyOb ce0s1, Iepef ero ria3aMu IPOXOOUIN THU co CMayroM: KakK APakKoH ero o0ydas, Kak OHU
o0cyXpanu CTPaHHYIO CUIIy, KOTOPYIO MabuuK Ha3biBasl VicTepuel, Kak UIpasiy B IIaXMaThl, KakK
CmayT paccKa3biBall O CBOEH XKU3HU... BCE 3T0, HaBCerga OCTAaHETCS BMECTE C HUM.

U HakoHel, nocmegHuil pparmMeHT pyum Cmayra Ovut morsomieH. ToMac OTKPHUI I'J1a3 ¥ IIOCMOTpPeIT
Ha ce0s1. OH yBULeJ, YTO HaXOOUTCS B MaKCUMaJIbHOM TpaHChOpMalLuy, KOTopas IpuTepesna
3HAYUTEJIbHbIe U3MEHEHUS: YBEJIMYMWINCh U 3a0CTPUINCH POTra, Ha UX OCHOBAHUM NOSBUJICS YEPHBIN
y30D, CAJIbHEE pa3ropeNuch KpacHEIe CHMBOJIEL, a Ha CIMHE, U3 IOTOKOB SHepruu chopMrUpOBaIoCh
IIBa BeJINYeCTBEHHEIX KPEIIA, @ ero JIaOHU OKpyXaJa KpacHad, OyiiHas cumna, GopMupys norodue
OTPOMHEIX KOTTEH.

— Bupouewm, Kak s 1 oxkugan. U naxke HEMHOXKEYKO JTydlile. BEIXOIUT, 51 TepeHsI ero 0COOEHHOCTH.



Kak ¥ B TOT pa3, KOTf{la Chejl MsCO KUBOTHOTO B Telepe... UIHTepecHo, KTO &Ke 3TO BCE-TAaKH OBIMl... —
OT 3THX BOCIIOMHHAHUH €T0 mepenepHyio. — TOIbKO MPOIECC TIOTIOMIEHUS 6T T0-Pa3HOMY.

Tomac momHsANCS Ha HOTH U B3MaxHYJ pyKoi. O0beuHEHHAS CHUla APaKOHa M HEJoAs, B KOTOPOTO
IIpeBpPaTUICA MajbYUK, CMOTJIX ITOK0je0aTh ocnabneHHble cTeHb KyOa. C KaXKabIM B3MaxoM,
OKPY2KaIOIyl0 TEMHOTY IIPOPE3aIu HOBLIE JTyUM CBETA U3 TPEIIWH. Bo BpeMs meBSITOr0 yoapa, CTEHEL,
TaK [OJIT0 CAePXKUBAIIKE IIYCTOTY BHYTPH KyOa pPacIallCh, SBUB MUPY TOTO, KTO BCKOJIBIXHET
pa3MepeHHYIO XXKN3Hb BCEX CYLIeCTB AHCHUKTA.
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