Kak tonpko ToM mepecTynui TpaHully, Ha Hero o0pymuaach HeoObUHAs, MOIHAS 10 CBOEH Cuje
BOJIHA 4yKUX 9MOLIMH. JIerna Ha IJIeYyu TSKENIBIM I'Py30M, 00BOJIOKJIa CO3HaHKeE, 3aTONUIa Pa3yM.
310. Bone. JlukoBaunue. HenaBucte. OTuassaue. Aronusi. 3BpameHHoe YOOBOIbCTBUE... ThHCAUN
rpaHeld pa3UYHBEIX OTPUIIATENIbHEIX SMOLNY XKEePTB U UX Iajlada IepemnseTanrich BOKPYT HeTo,
BIIUTHIBAJIACH B TeJ0. Bo3ayx kak OyaTo cran Gojiee T'yCTHIM, M KaXK/IbIil HOBEIM BIOX [aBajICs BCE
TPyOHee, U HEC 3a co00M 3amax KpOBH ¥ CMepTHU. 1ol THETOM UyKOTO BIUSHUS IyTaIUCh MBICIH, HO
ToMy ¢ OTPOMHBIM TPYZAOM yHaloCh BEICTABUTh CBOETO POAA ITUT B CBOEM CO3HAHUU U OTTOPOAUTHCS
oT Hero. Ha 9T0 yxoauno o4eHb MHOTO CUJI, KOJIEHW MaJlbyiKa HadaJld JpoXKaTh, HO OH YIIOPHO
cTapa’scs UATU fajiblie.

JlecHOM meii3axkK, yTHETAOIUY YEPHBIMU T'OJIBLIMYU BETBSIMHU, TIOCTETIEHHO CMEHSJICS, IIPpeBpaliasich B
IIyCTBIHHOE HUYTO. M3 3eMJI1 TYT U TaM, Pa3HOU BHICOTHI, IIUPUHBI X (DPOPMEI, BO3BBIILIATUCH OCTPLIE
TEMHO-(p10IeTOBBIE KPUCTAJIIBI, YEPHBIE CTOJIOB ¥ CTPAHHOTO BUAA KOPSTH. A 3eMJIs 1101 HOTaMu
IIpeBpallianach B TECOK, CTAHOBSICH Oestoit. Hebo cTanmo HU3KUM M TEMHBIM, Ha HEM IIOSIBUJIACh JIyHA.
A cBepxy, mofo6HO CHETY, MeJIEHHO 1 Oy[TO KpyKach B TaHIle, Hayall TaflaTh YEPHBIM KaK yToJb,
nemnen. He monertas [0 3eMJi, OH pacCceuBasiCcs JETKOW OBIMKOM, KakK OyOTO pacTBOPSISCH B BO3MAYXe,
He CMEIIIHBAsICh C OeJIBIM IIECKOM.

OCTaHOBUBIINCH NTEPEOXHYTh, TOM IIPUKPHLI I'Jla3a ¥ IOMIBITAJICS IPOYyBCTBOBATh OKPYKaBIIYIO0 €r0
atmocdepy. Yepe3 HEKOTOPOEe BPEMS OH OIIYTHUJI, YTO OTPOMHAas, BCEIOTJION[amIas Cuja, KoTopas
Tak JaBUT Ha HETO, SIBIISIETCS aypol 3TOoro MecTa. Aypoii xpebta [Janakunb. Kaxnas mecurHka 3[1eCh
OblTa KaK Oy[aTO IPOMKUTaHa SA0M, YIOBOIBCTBUEM ITajiada, 60/TbI0 XKEPTB U MYYUTEIIBHON CMEPThIO.
U B 3Ty TaXKENTYyI0 aTMOC(EPY HE3aMeTHO BILJIETaNach elne ogHa aypa. OHa HaCTOIBKO TapMOHUYHO
coyeTasachk C OKpyXKamler, 94To ToM C TPYZOM CMOT €€ BHIIEIUTh. JTa aypa U3jIydasia HEHaBUCTD,
3710, XKeJlaHWe MPUYNHUTE 00/Ib U CTpafaHue. M uxX cujla HaKaThIBajla BOJTHOM, ITPOXOMs CKBO3b €T0
TEeJIO 0O MO3ra KOCTeﬁ, BBI3BIBAS OPOXKD U TOIIHOTY, X OTCTYIIAJIA.

«Yro 3a... Kakoe mpoTHBHOE, JTUIIKOE OLIYIIeHNe YyKOTr0 MPUCTAIbHOTO B3TIsAaa. ByaTo KTO-TO
BEIBOPAYMBAET MEHS HaW3HAHKY, TPUCMATPUBAsICh, U3ydyasi. BUIUT MeHsS HaCKBO3b...» — B I'OJIOBE
MaJIbYHMKa IIeJT IOBTOPSIOMIMUKACS, ODHOOOPa3HEIM MOHOJIOT. Aypa 9TOro MecTa BCE CUIbHEE IaBuiIa Ha
HETo, 3aCTaBIIsIsg 3a0bITh 3a4eM OH 3[IeCh, TOTPYyXKast €ro B KJI0AKy 4yKO0¥ 00/TH U amaThuu.

Korpga [Ixkacnep BCE ke TIOMbITAJICS CAeaTh CIeIyIOMINY II1ar, OH MOYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK ero KTo-TO
cxBaTtun. Copocus c cebs cTpaHHOE ollelleHeHre, TOM YBUAE, YTO €T0 JIEBYIO HOTY JEePXKUT
KOT'THCTas Jlarnia, o6pa3oBaHHas U3 IlecKa. B 0MHO MrHOBEHUE 3TO IecYyaHoe YyAuile Havasio
pas3pacTaThCs, MOKPHIBAs CHavasla HOTH, a 3aTeM U TYJIOBUIIE MajIbuyuKa. [Tpoliecc morIomeHust
OCTAQHOBHJICS TOJIBKO HOM[S MO IIIEH.

ToMm 3aMep, MIOKMPOBAHHEIHA TPOUCXOOAIIMM. DTO CIYYUTIOCH HACTOIBKO OBICTPO, YTO OH [aXKe He

CMOT Kak b0 cpearupoBaTh. MabuuK [Jaxke 3aMeTUTh He YCIes, KaK 0Ka3aJics B JIOBYIIKe, 6e3

BO3MOXKHOCTH BHIOPAThCs. OH IOMBITAICS aKTUBUPOBATh MCTepHio, YTOOR CIIaCTUCh, HO BCE OBIIO
HAIIPACHO. B rpymu YTO-TO HAarpeBasioch, OMHAKO, HUUEro He Mpoucxomuio. Kak 6yaTo aTOT mecok
OJIOKHPOBAJI er0 CIIOCOOHOCTH.

«YTo menmatb? 4 He MOTY BHIOPATHCA...» — IMAHWKA 3aTONuIa co3Hanue Toma. OH Havas CYyIOPOKHO
IEPraThCs, MBITAsICh BEIOPATHCS UM XOTh KAK-TO Pa3PYIIUTh IPErpaay, CKOBHIBAIOIIYIO €T0 TEJO.



ITecok, 6YI[TO IIOYYBCTBOBAB COIIPOTHBJIEHNE YEJIOBEKA, HpI/IH.IéJI B IBHU2KEHNE Ha I1ee, CyKasiCh,
Mellas OhIaTh. BO3HUKIIO OomylieHue, 4YTO Ha ero Iiee 3aTATUBalT oImenHUK. ['1a3 ManbYnKa
Ha4alla 3aCTUJIaTh KPpaCHa{ IeJjieHa, TeJIO0 CTAaJIO TEPATH YYBCTBUTEJIILHOCTE. Tomac coenan FHY6OKHﬂ
BOOX, a [IeCOK TeM BPpeMEeHEM IIOJITHOCTBIO IIOTJIOTHII €r0.

Co CTOPOHEBI MOT'JIO ITIOKA3aThCA, YTO 3TO CTATySA KAaKOTI'0-TO MaJIEHBKOT'O, HO BEJIMKOT'O Te€POd, TOpao
CMOTDPMAIIIaA Ha Xpe6eT Ianakumnb. U mecox, HOKpI:IBaIOH.II/Iﬁ (1)I/Il"ypy MaJIb9HKa, KPACHBO II€PEJINBAJICA
B XOJIOMHOM HEBEPHOM CBETE JIYHEI.

OpmHako 3T0 OBIJIa BCEr0 JIUIIbL BUAUMOCTD. CTaTYﬂ BCEro HEeCKOJIbKO CEKYHM ITPOCTOAJIA Ha
IMOBEPXHOCTH, a 3aTE€M PE3KO IMOTPy3nJIaCh IO 3€MIIIO.

ToM BOpyT mOYyBCTBOBAJ KaK CKBO3b IIECOK CTajla MPOCaYyXBaThCs X0NoaHas Bnara. OH C yKacoM
IIOHSIJI, UYTO OKA3aJICS B Bole 0e3 equHON BO3MOXKHOCTH XOTh KaK TO IIOLIEBEIUTHLCS U BCIJIEITE. Ho
OBLIIY ¥ TITIOCHL — BOJla HaydaJjla IIOCTEIIEHHO PacTBOPSTH ITECOK, OJIOKUPYIOUINY €ro CUIY, a Ipoxiaamga
IpuBeia B YyBCTBO IIOCJIe YAYIIbI. A BOT KMCJIOPO, Havyal 3aKaH4YMBaThCd. Malb4yuK gepxKascs u3
IIOCTIeTHUX CHJI, YTOOBI He COesaTh BIOX.

[Tanvuka Hapacrasna. He x0oTenoch BOT Tak IJIyII0 YMUpPaTh, IOCJIE TOT0, Yepe3 YTO eMy IIPUIIIOCh
npoiit. Ho Koro BuauTh? U B0OOIIIE, HEYKEIN 3TO MOTJIO OBITh YbeU-TO 0UEHb JKECTOKOM IIyTKOU?
Wnu oyepenHBIM UCIEITAHUEM?

«KT0 OBl MOT TOlyMaTh, YTO IOM IIYCTHIHENW MOXKET HaXOOUThLCA BOfa...» — MUMOJIETHO ITPOHECTIACh
MEICTTb B TOJIOBE Y ToMa. I'pyab CBETO OT HEMOCTATKA BO3[yXa M OH BCE Ke pedIeKTOPHO CHeal
BBIJOX ¥ CYHOPOXKHBIM BIOX. Boma TyT Xke XJIBIHYJIA B €0 JIETKHe U XKeTyooK. B riase moTeMHeNno u OH
Hayvas IIPOBaJIMBAThCS B 9Ty TEMHOTY. YKe Ha IPaHMIle CO3HAHUS MaJIbuUMK ITOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK
paccnabnsiolias Ipoxiiajia IPoHecach 1Mo ero Teny. [TogBecka Ha TPYAX 3aCBETUIIACH IPKO-CUHUM
CBETOM, PacIIpPOCTpaHss Jie[SHbIe BOJIHBI CBOEM CUMIBL. B 3TOT Ke MOMEHT, Bofla BOKPYT Hadalla
TIOCTETIEHHO 3aMeP3aTh.

«CHayasa 1ecok...0TOM BOfa...Teneps J€A... YTo OyneT manblie?» — BSJIO IeBeIbHYIach MEICb,
yracaromiero cosanusi. M Tyt mo Hero gomo. — «JIen! 9to nén! JlemsiHasd cuila IOABECKHU
aKTHBUPOBAJIach Ha [0pore cMepTu!»

OrpoMHBIM ycunvueM Boiu Tomac cobpar IocaeqHue CUlb, yaepxKuBas ce0si B COSHaHUH, U
TIOTIBITAJICS. CKOHIIEHTPUPOBAThCS Ha 0XkKepenbe. JIErKue MeKJIo OT BOABL, KUCIOpOoaa
KaTacTpoduuecKu He XBaTaslo, Iepef r11a30M IPHIranyd TEMHbEIE TOUKH, ¥ TOMY IPHUXOAUIIOCE
IelCTBOBaTh Ha OJHUX pedrieKcax, HO BCE kKe OH CMOT ITOYyBCTBOBATh TeUeHHe CHUIIHL. [IyCTh U C
OTPOMHBLIM TPYHOOM, HO Y HETO IOJIY4YUI0Ch HavyaTh YIIPABISATh IPOILECCOM pa3pacTaHus baa. Boma
BOKDPYT Hayajla 3aMep3aTh C OTPOMHON CKOPOCTHIO, @ IIECOK MTOJTHOCTHI0 PACTBOPUIICS.

Y BOT, HaKOHEL OH CMOT II0YYBCTBOBAaTh CBOIO CUJIy. TOM aKTUBUPOBa BCe pecypch Uctepuu. Cxan
KyJaKy, CKOHIIEHTPUPOBAJICS, HAalIPATCsl HAaCKOJIbKO 9TO OBLIIO BO3MOXKHO B KyCKe JIbfla U CHea
MaKCUMaJIbHbIM PEIBOK BBEPX, BIOKUB B HETO BCIO CBOIO CUITy. JIEQD BOKPYT 3aTpela, u3maBas 3BYK,
IIOXOXKHUU Ha pacKaT rpoMa, a IOTOM pa3jIeTesIiCs Ha OCKOJIKY, B TO BpeMs Kak TejIio ToMa Ha



OTPOMHO¥M CKOPOCTH YCTPEMHUIIOCH K TIOBEPXHOCTH.

«OTHINYHO, S COEeJIall 3TO... CHOBA OCTAJICS B JKMBBEIX» — AyMasl ToM, CyIOpPOKHO KaIlIsis 1
OTILJIEBBIBASICH OT BOMBI, XJIBIHYBILIEH U3 JIETKUX U XKeJTy[Ka, CTOMJIO TOJIbKO OKa3aThCs Ha
TIOBEPXHOCTH.

Kasanocs, 4To ¢ TOro MOMeHTa, Kak ero cxsaTuia llecyaHas pyka, IIPoIIa Iiejlast BeYHOCTh, CTOJIBKO
SMOIWH U NOTPSICEHUN IPUIIOCH IepekKUTh ManbuuKy. Ha camoM ke fesne, He IPOIUIO ¥ MUHYTHL. U
Towm, néxka Ha IIecKe y Kakoro-To Y4EPHOT0 03epa, KyZa ero BEIHECTIO [T0IBOHOE TeYeHKe, CMOTPeI Ha
JIyHY 4 OyMaJl O CBOeU IIpeXHel XU3HU.

«Kaxk xe 31ech BCE CTPAHHO...» — ayMal ToM. — «...3allyTaHHO, IPUYYAJIMBO U MHOT006pa3Ho.
CnoxHo. Kakasi-To mocTostHHast 60ps0a, I'e BEIKUBAET CUIIBHEWUIIHNHM ¥ TOCTOMHEHIITHM, »

OH vacTo pa3MeIiuIsi 06 3ToM. OYyeHb 9acTo, HabIomas 3a IPOSIBIEHUSIMU Maruu, IO Ha
PA3yMHBIX JIECHBEIX 00UTaTeNel, TPEHUPYSICh U COBEPIIEHCTBYSI CBOM HABHIKM, OH BCIIOMUHA PONHOM
SpuuHOypr. BcnoMuHam nuia Tex e, KOTophle MOANepKUBaJIK €T0, C KOTOPHIMU OH XKuJjl. []eTCKui
[IOM U ero nopsAgku. EMy Torfga Ka3anoch, 4TO KUTh KaJleKOU B MUPe CII0XKHO... Ho Teneps To 0H
IIOHMMaAJI, YTO 3TO He TaK. Torga HyKHO OBLJIO ITPOCTO KUTh U30 AHS B JeHb. YIEI0aThCS, 00IIAThCS,
yuuThCA... Bcé mpocto. Y cKky4HO.

PaHblIle y HEro 4acTo IOSBISAINCH MEICTIH O BO3BpallleHUu Tyna. BoT u ceiiuac oHa MenbKHYyIa... Ho...

— He cynpba, — nmpomenTtan ToM, ¥ BCTaB, YABIOHYJICS, SIBHO BCIIOMHUB «JIUII@a» €T0 HEIHEIITHUX
Opy3en.

HOTHHYBIJ.II/ICI: K KapMaHy, OH JOCTaJl INCbMO, KaKHUM-TO 9yJOM OCTaBHIIEECsSA CYXUM M HEBPEOUMBIM.

— Ta-a-ak... Cmayr... U rge xke MHe ero Teneps UCKaTh? — MaJIbU¥K CMOTPEJI Ha OKpPYyKalolue ero
IIeCKU U SIBHO He TIOHKMMaJl I'Jle OH cefyac HaXOOUTCS U Kyla eMy UOTH.

EH.IG Pa3 BHUMATEJIbHO OCMOTPEB KOHBEPT, Tom yBUOEII JIMIIb YIIOMUHAHKE O Xpe6Te HaHaKI/IHL.

«41 moutu 3a6bln... Ha MeHs Ke IIPOJIo/IKaeT NaBUTh 3Ta CTPAHHAs aypa, KOTOPOM 3[eCh BCE Tak
IIPOTIUTAHO... Aypa Ke IPUHAJJIeXKUT KUBHIM CyIleCTBaM, BepHO? [[yMaio, ecyiy 51 OTIPABIIIOCh K €€
HUCTOYHUKY, TO TaM MHe IIOICKaXyT, Ioe uckath Cmayra...» — paccyxkpaaj MbICJIEHHO ToMac.

W, mproGOIpPEHHEIA TAKUM PeIIeHreM, Maab4iK OBUHYJICS B MyTh. Ho He MpOIIEs OH U mapk! I1aros,
KaK €My B TOJIOBY IIPHMIIIIA COBEPIIIEHHO MHAs MBIC/b: — «ToMac ouHuch! OT 9TOH ayphl HCXOTUT
CTOJIBKO 37I0CTH, 00K 1 KPOBH... He HaWmEIh K TH TaM KaKOTO-HUOYMIb MaHbsIKa, HIIA Y2KACHOTO
MOHCTpPA, KOTOPEIH 3aIIPOCTO CMOKET Tebst MPUXIIOMHYTh?» — MOMBITAJICS IIOCTPOUTH OUAJIOT C CAMUM
coboii ToM.



OH ocTaHOBUIICS, YTOOHI €I€ pa3 B3BECUTh BCE «3a» U «IIPOTUB», HO €TI0 MLICIIH ITPEPBaJ CTPAHHKIN
3BYK. ToM Hayam 060paurBaThCS B ITOMCKAX €r0 UCTOYHHUKA, ITOKA He MOHSIJI, YTO OH UCXOTUT CBEPXY.
[TocmoTpeB B HE0O, MaTbUMK YBUAE JIETSIIYIO YYTh IT00ab OTpoMHYI0 nTully. Ocobo He
3aqyMHbIBasiCh, KaKue IOCIIe[ICTBUS 9TO 3a coO0M moBIedYeT, ToM Hadas pe3Ko MaXaTh pyKaMH,
IIBITASICh IIPUBJIEYb €€ BHUMaHUe. [Io4eMy OH pelus, YTo 9Ta ITHIa pa3yMHa, ¥ CMOXKET eMy
noMoy4b? [la IOTOMY 4TO Ha Hel OBIJIO OfIETO YTO-TO Hamopmobue CMOKUHTa!

[ITuna, HAKOHEIl 3aMETHUB IIOTyru Toma, cMeHHIa KypPC U IIJIaBHO ITPHU3EMIINIJIACh BO3JI€ MaJIbYHKa.

U Bor, rnnepen H}KaCHepOM, TOPAO BCKUHYB KIIIOB, ITIPEACTallda CTapasd, T'Ie-TO OKOJIO IIOJIyTOPa METPOB,
IITHUIlQ, B CTApOM HOTpéHaHHOM KOCTIOME. OCMOTpeB MaJIb4HMKa C HOT' IO I'OJIOBBEI, OHaA CJIETKa
IIOKJIOHUJIACh, IIPUBETCTBYA.

Tomac, Hemonro Jymasi, MOKJIOHUIICS B OTBET. Masio iv, KaKue B 3TOM Kpalo MOPSIOKK. A eMy 04eHb
Obly1a Hy2KHA ITOMOIIb 3TOM CTApPOM IITHUIIHL.

— 4 Bac cmymrao, MOJIOLOY YeloBeK, — MPo3By4Yasn 6apxaTHBIHM TOJI0C.

— H3BuHUTE, ... — X0TeJ 0b710 ToM cIipocuTh po CMayra, Kak ero mpepBaii.

— Kap!

— Yro? — oH IIOCMOTPEJI Ha IITUIY HEIIOHUMAIOIMXM B3TJIIOOM.

— HerT, HU4eroO...

— 4 xoten CIIPDOCHUTEL, BBl HE 3HAETE I'M...

— Kap!!

— 4 xoren...

— Kap!!!

— I'me xuBer...

— KAP!I!!

— ITa maliTe MHe yXe HaKOHeIl JoroBOpuTh! [IpekpaTtuTe HeMenjIeHHO KapKaTh! He x04y moka3aTbcs
HEBEXKJIMBHIM, HO... ECTTH BH ceffyac ke He OTBETHUTe Ha MOM BOIIPOC, MHE MIPUAETCS BaC IBITATh,
BBIJEPTHBAs C MSICOM Ballli IePhs U JIoMast KOCTOYKY Ha KpBIbsx! — B3becuncs [xacrmep,



IIPOKpHYaB IOCJIefHNE CII0Ba C KPOBOXKAAHKIM 6JIeCKOM BO B3TJaAe. Y 3aMep B yxKace, OT
IPOU3HECEHHOU (Ppa3kl, yCTaBUBLINCH Ha BOPOHA C OTKPHITEIM PTOM. — «4YT0? OTO cerdac s cKasan?
[Toyemy? {1 XKe Ha caMOM [eJie TakK He Oymarw? f e He X04y HUKOI'0O KajleduTs... nu xouy?... Yto
9TO U II0YeMy IIPOUCXOOUT CO MHOU?..»

3amMeTuB KpOBaBO-KpaCHHIH ria3 ToMa, HepBHAs MTHUlla OBICTPO KMBHYJIA B 3HAK COTJIAcHs, moo0elnaB
CHepKUBaTh CBOU KPUKHU.

— KxM... — Bcé elé HepBHUYAs 3anHyscsa Tom. — HUTak. CrnymiaiiTe MeHs BHUMaTEbHO. BH He
MOXKeTe I0ficCKa3aTh MHe, re XKuBeT CMmayr?

— Cmayr?! Cepre3no?! Bam HyxkeH uMeHHO oH?! Mnu Brl u3geBaeTecs? — B3BUJICSI BOpOH,
TIOATIPEITHYB U PACTONLIPUB OT IIOKa KPEUIbS. A yepe3 MTHOBEHUe yXKe CIOKOMHee fnobasun: — Ha
MOY B3IJISIM, BH y2Ke Ha CBOel COOCTBEHHOM IIKype UCIBITANId BCe IpaHu ero aypsl. Ho ecnu BaM Bcé
ell€ He JOCTAaTOYHO... ECu BH ele cnoCcOOHE 4yBCTBOBATh UCTOYHUK ayphl, KOTOPOH 37€Ch
IIpONUTaH OYKBaIbHO KaXMblii KaMeHb, 3HAUUT CaMU [OJIKHBI IOHUMAaTh, Tle OH HaXOAUTCS!

— To ecTh 9Ta aypa npuHannexuTt CMmayry? — crnpocun [Ikacnep, ¥ HEOCO3HAHHO CTJIOTHYII.

— Hy KOHeuHO... — [Ituia IIOCMOTPEJIa Ha CBOE IIpaBO€ KPHBIJIO. — W3BuHUTE, 4 CIreimry...

— Ho y Bac e HeT 4acoB... — cKa3an ToM, HO ero co6eceHUK yXKe yleTell.

«gIcHo... { momXeH UATH K CAMOMY OITaCHOMY CyIeCTBY [laHaKus, YTOOH IepefaTh MUCHEMO C
npuriamesueM Ha ®ecTruBaib, KOTOPOe ToBopsInas OenKa Mo4eMy-TO BIUXHYJIAa UMEHHO B MOIO
CTOIIKY...» — HEBEeCEJIble MBIC/IM KPYKUJIU B TOJI0Be: — «XOTS, Y MEHS Xe NMUCHMO... [loaToMy OH He
[OJIKeH MeHs yOUTb... 10 KpalHel Mepe cpa3sy... Haercs...» — pa3MBIILIIAI OH, TS B CTOPOHY
MCTOYHUKA ayphl. TaM OBITM OrPOMHEBIE CePHIE CKAJbl, KOTOPHIE BRIAESIACH OCTPBIMU OEThIMU
BepIKrHaMu. Ha BepiiuHe caMoi BEICOKOM CKasibl TOpPENT 3eJIEHbIN OTOHEK, KOTOPHIH, CYMs II0 BCEMY,
TIOMOTaJl OPUEHTUPOBATHCS B IIYCTHIHE.

He cnema, sBHO HacnaXxpasich CBOEH XXKU3HBIO, KOTOPOU CKOPO MOXKET He CTaTh, TOM IIOTUXOHBKY
porien fo ckai. [To myTu OH 3aMedal, Kak MeCYWHKHU, COOMPAlOTCS B TOHKME HUTOYKY U MBITAIOTCS
3alelUThCA 3a ero HOorU. BeposiTHee BCero, Tak U NOSIBUJIACH Ta CTPaHHAs pyKa, YTAHYBIIAs ero B
BOZY, IIOKa OH CTOsI U pedekcupoBas. bombie Takoi omubku ToMac JOMYCTUThL He MOT U IIET He
OCTaHaB/INBASCh.

B ogHo# 13 ckan Oblna OrpOMHad IIemepa, u ToMmac YCTPEMHUIICA TyHa, HagesiCh, a CKOpee 9yBCTBYH,
YTO 3TO BXof. ITomorias Omuxe OH pa3ridageil MeTPOBYIO HAAIIUCh BBII[OJ'I6JI€HHYIO WU
BRIITapallaHHYIO0 KOT'TEM:

«XpebeT [laHaKUIIb»



Boiifist BHYTpPb, MaJIbUKK ITOYYBCTBOBAJI HAIIPSIKEHKE B MPOCTPAHCTBe. Ha rpaHulle, Mexay MyCThIHEN
1 XxpeOTOM, HaXOOUJICS KYIIOJ, IIOJTHOCTHIO 3aKphIBaIIuil xpebeT. CoOpaB OCTAaTKU CMEJIOCTH, OH
npourén yepe3 6aprep. Y TYT Ke OUyBCTBOBAJI, UTO aypa 3/ech Onlla emlé 60iee KpOBOKAIHOM, YeM
cHapyxu. OHa mpocTo npurubasna K 3eMyie CBOeN M3BpalllEHHOM CUIIOHN, 3aCTaBIsA/ia BIyCTUTD U
IIPOYYBCTBOBATH BCIO 60JIb, UTO UCIILITHIBAIA TOflaMy IIPELIAYIIIeE XKEPTBL, HO MaJIbuiK, CHOBA
BLICTABUB IITUT, TPOOOJIXKAI UITH.

«CTpaHHO, YTO 3TO MECTO Ha3Baiu xpeOToM. 3[ech HeT faXke HaMéEKa Ha Hero. Bcero-nuie gecsTok
CKaJl, BHICTPOEHHEIX B KPYT, ¥ CTPAHHOE TIOMeIlleHre MexXay HUMHU. HaBepHoe, ero Tak Mpo3Bau
TIOTOMY 4TO BCe OOSIIMCH Clofja IPUXOOUTh, a U37aieka, KaK pa3-TaK¥u ¥ KaXKeTCs, YTO 9TO TOPHBIN
Xpeber...»

OcmaTpuBas CKajkl, TOM OPOOBUTAICS BIEPEN, MOKa He NOCTUT OTPOMHOM CTPAHHOM KBagpaTHOU
IIOCTPOUKY U3 YEPHOT'0 KaMHS.

Ob6onas Ky'6 CO BCeX CTOPOH, OH TaK XU HE CMOT HaWTH HU OJMHOT0 OKHA, WX OBEDHU. 9TO Ka3aJioch
CTPaHHBIM. On YyBCTBOBAJI, 4YTO CMayr BHYTPH, HO, COBCEM HE ITIOHMMaJl , KaK Ty[aa IOIIaCThk.

Tom nopomén K Ky0Oy BIJIOTHYIO U TOCTy4ascs, pafy MIyTKU. B 9TOT Ke MUT, B HEM IIOSIBUJIOCH YTO-
TO, HAIIOMHUHAIOIIlee CBOUMHU OUePTaHUSMU OTKDHITYIO ABephb. Hemonro gymasi, OH BOIIEN BHYTPb U
BIIPYT YCIIBIIIA, YTO IPOXON C JIETKUM XJIOIIKOM MCIapHiIcs, Kak OyATo ero u He ObLIO.

OH 3anaHMKOBAJl ¥ KUHYJICS K TOMY MECTY, TTie elle€ HefgaBHO Obl Bxof. CymopoXHO o0IIapuBas
T7afIkue CTeHH Ky0a, OH YCIIBIIIAN 3a CIIUHOM IIIeJIeCT, OYeHb HAallOMUHAIOIINY TPEHNEe YellyH Y 3Mel.
Pe3k0 00epHYBIIKUCH U MPUXKABIIUCH CIIMHON K CTEHE, OH YBUMEJ TOTO, KOT'0 He 3aMEeTHJI PaHbIIIe.
[Tocpenu Ky6a, KOTOPHIH, K CJIOBY, U3HYTPH BEITJISAIEN KaK Oe3rpaHuuYHOe TEMHOE ITPOCTPAHCTRO,
CHJIeJI OTPOMHBIM KPBIIATHIA KPACHO-30JI0TOM IPAKOH U MPUCTAIBHEIM, TOJIOIHBEIM B3TJISIIOM
HaOII00as 3a JeHCTBUSIMU MaJIbuHKa.

Ha ero Tesne G170 MHOXKECTBO I[apalliH, a B IEHTPe TPYAN — YEPHOE IMSITHO, OT KOTOPOT'0 UCXOOUIa
Ta caMasi OTBPaTUTeIbHAs 3MOIIMOHAIbHAS BOJIHA. ITO MeCTO OyYKBa/IbHO ITPHUKOBAIO B3rysn ToMa, a
Ha ero MO3r oOpyIIKiIach BCS MOIIb 37I0Belllel ayphl, MpobuBas BCe ero IMUTH. ['0JI0BY CKOBaja
HeBBIHOCHMAs 00JIb, a TeJI0 CJIOBHO OKYHYJIM B pacKaJIEHHYIO JlaBy. Manb4uK 3aKpudajl, CXBaTUBIIHNCh
3a roJioBy, ¥ ymaj Ha KoneHu. OH He MOT BBIIEPKaTh 3TOTO BO3OEUCTBUSA Ha TaKOM OJIU3KOM
PaCCTOSHUY OT UCTOYHUKA CHUJIBI, KOTOPYIO PaHbIIEe, BUAUMO cepkuBai Ky0 1 Kymos BOKpyT xpebTa.
W3 HOca moTeKJIa CTpy#Ka KpoBu. ToMac BCeMU CUIaMU IIBITAJICS CHOBA BO3BECTH CBOMU ILUTHI,
aKTHBUPOBAB MCcTepHIo Ha MOJIHYI0 MOIITHOCTh, KaK BOPYT Ha HETro HaXJ/IkIHYJa BoJIHA 0e3pa3nuymusi,
COIIPOBOXKOaeMast TOITHOTOM OT IEPEXUTOM ToJI0BHOM 00yu. TTogHSBIINCH Ha HOrM, ToMac IOCTOSIT
HEMHOT'0 KaK UCTYKaH, I'JIsid B OOHY TOYKY Iepen coboi. OH 60sJics MOMHUMATh I'la3a Ha ApaKoHa, a
BOPYT 9TO YEPHOE IISITHO CHOBA BHITYCTUT CBOIO aypy U3 MO KOHTPOJIS. A ceriyac, OBITIO TOX0XKe Ha
TO, YTO €r0 MOoXKaJleJu U MONpUaepKaau CUIy B OTHOIIeHuH Hero. OH Havasl YyBCTBOBATh, UTO
IIOCTEIIeHHO MMPUBHIKAET K OIIYIIEeHHIO, XOTh U yKe cJ1aboro, HO BCE Ke MaBJIEHUS ayphl, ¥ Jaxke CMOT
HEMHOT'0 pacciabuThCS. A BCKOpe U 9TO YYBCTBO MIPOIAJIO, ¥ MaJbYUK CMOT B3[[0XHYTb, PEIIUBIINCE
MIOMHSTH TJIa3a Ha JpaKoHa.

— Hy 4T0 X, — npoxpunen [IpakoH rpyObIM rojI0COM, YCMEXHYBIIKCh. EC/TM, KOHEYHO, TaKOH



37100HBIHM OCKal MOXKHO Ha3BaTh yIBIOKOM. — [Tpoxomau, mpucaXXuBaicsi, — KMBHYJI OH MOPMOH Ha
CTYJI, TIOSIBUBIIKANCS U3 HUOTKYHa. — Kak TBOE ums?

— T-t-Tom. [IXK...acnep. T-romac [IxenmMc [IxKacmep. — HEMHOTO 3allMHASACh MPEICTABUIICS Mallb4yuK,
IIBITAsICh B3SATh ce0s1 B pyKu. OH BIepBHle, BUAEN ApaKoHa Tak O0/113K0. A y9uTHIBas BCe
00CTOSITENIHCTBA, MaIb4YMK [0 y3Kaca ero 00scs, HO BUAY CTapasicd He I0faBaTh.

«QyX... [IBIMH..... [JpImn... El€ HeMHOTO U cepflle TOYHO OCTaHOBUTCS...» — IIPUMEPHO TaKas MBICIIb
3aceja y HEro B rOJI0OBe.

— Xoporro, Tom. Mens 30ByT Cmayr 3o1oToii. Hapeiock, Mbl ¢ To60M nonnagumM. Bcé-taku, Ham
IPUAETCS KaK-TO COCYIIeCTBOBATh BMECTe B TeYEHUU JOBOJIbHO IIPONOJIKUTEILHOTO BPEMEHN. .
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