B necy axoM pa3gaBaiach 4apyolas MecHs JIUCH. Bce JKUBOTHBIE 3aKPLUIH IJ1a3a U YMUPOTBOPEHHO
CNyIIajy e€, THX0 pacKayuBasiCh B TAKT.

BOKpyT NHCH MOSBUINCH IECATKYA Pa3HOLBETHHIX JIeTaoMX JeHT. OHU Hadalu KPyXKHUTh B BO3AyXe,
co37aBasi AyTH, Y37kl U OAHTHI.

Opuaxnasl ToMacy yaanoch YBUOETD MTPeiCTaBlIeHNe TP0e3KUX rpKadel. TaMm Oblia JeBYyIIIKa-
TMMHACTKa, KoTopas KpyTuna o6pyuu, jieTajla Ha Tpaleluy 1 3acTaBiisgia JeHTH XKUTh COOCTBEHHOMN
JKM3HbI0. TO BEICTYIIJIEHNE HAOJITO OCTAlIOCh B €r0 NaMsATH. 3[eCh XKe MPOUCXOIUIIO caMoe
HacTosIee 4yno. Bonme6bcTBo. JIeHTH caMu-co00¥ B3BUBAIMCh B BO3MYX, CO37laBasi 3aMbICIIOBaThIe
y30p&L. TaHIysl TOIBKO UM U3BECTHBIN TaHeIl.

A miecHs TeM BpeMeHeM Habupaia 000poTel. ManbuuK He IOHUMAJI CJIOB, HO MEJIOIUS JOXOIuIIa [0
camoro ceppata. Ha ouepeqHo# BEICOKOM HOTE, BCE JIEHTH PACIAIACh Ha MEJIKHE SPKHe YaCTHUIIH U
yCTPEMUIUCH K Tomy.

ManbyuK, SSBHO He TOHUMAIOIIUIH, YTO IPOMUCXOOUT, CMOTPEI Ha 3TO IPEeBpalleHue MaTbHEIM
B3r/IsIM0M. YacCTHUIlb, TEM BpeMeHeM, 0OBOJIOKIIH €T0 CBEPKAIIIMM TyMaHOM M Hadaju BIUTHIBATHCS B
Te710. ToM MOYyBCTBOBAI HEOBIBAIYIO JIETKOCTh. BCE OHEMEHUE B €r0 Telle UCUE3JI0, U JazKe PaHH,
IOJTyYeHHEIE B Pe3y/IbTaTe MHOTOKPATHOTO MafgeHus B KOJIOMel], BOCCTAHOBUJIUCS.

[Tox BO3meMCTBYEM M TIECHU, UITA STUX YaCTHUII, HO MBEICTTH ToMaca CTalu yIeTy4uBaThCs, CO3HAHUE
3aTyMaHuiock. Ha gyiie cTaHOBUIOCH CIIOKOMHO. OH HaKOHEI-TO 3aKphIJI I'J1a3a ¥ I0JIHOCTHI0
paccimabuiics, OTOABIIKCH Ha BOJIIO BOJTHAM Y0alOKUBAIOIIEN MEJIOIUH.

[TecHs mnunack elle HeCKOIbKO MUHYT, @ 3aTeM, JIUCa, IOC/IeTHUN Pa3 B3TJITHYB HA MaJlbuuKa,
pa3BepHYJIACh U yIIa B 9aly. Bce XKuBble cymiecTBa IociaefoBaiy 3a Hed. A ToM TUXo cran u yemy-
TO ynBIOazncs BO CHe.

)%k

Korpma Tomac IIPOCHYIJICA, COJIHIIE yZK€E B3OIIJIO. HpOTepeB I'Jla3a, OH IIOTAHYJICA X1 OCMOTPEJICA.

ToM HaxoOuICs Ha TOM XK€ CaMOM MeCTe, Tfie 3aCHYJI. PsimoM OBIJT TOT caMblit IPEBHUM KOJIOfell, U3
KOTOPOT'0 eMy C TaKMM TPYAOM y[anoch BEIOpaThcs. [Ipyu BOCIOMUHAHUY O CBOMX BUepaITHUX
My4eHuqx, ToMa nnepenepHyo.

B ero ronose Hayascs OypHBIA MBICTTUTENbHBIH 1poiiecc. OH BCIIOMHHUII O TOM, YTO IIPOU30IIIO0 C HUM
3a MUHYBIINE CYTKH.



PemmBIIuCh TO3KCIEPUMEHTUPOBATE, TOM IIPUKOCHYJICS K CBOeMy JI0y, IIogyMaB O porax. B To xe
MT'HOBEHUE, OHU Y HET'O MOSIBUIIUCE. A 110 €ro Tey CHOBa PAaCIIPOCTPAHUIIUCE ajible TPOXKUIIKY, TaK
HallOMUHAIOIIEe eMy Buepa PUCYHOK BEH.

Ho ceitgac, Korma Maib4uK MOT TojIy4dile ceb6si pacCMOTPETh, OH YBUMEII, YTO 3TO OBLIM HE IIPOCTO
TTPOKUIIKH. ITO OBIJTM CUMBOJIE, KOTOpPEIe TOMac He MOT MPOYUTaTh. BOJbIlle BCETO 3TU MUChMEHA
TIOXOMIUJIM Ha PYHBI, KOTOPbIe OH BUMEN Ha KapTUHKAX B OMOIMOoTeUYHbIX KHUTaX. OHM HauMHAJINUCh B
palioHe COJTHEYHOTO CIJIETEHUS, U YXOOUIM BHU3, OKPYKasi ero HOTH.

CHoBa TIOYYBCTBOBAB CUJTy, MAJIbYUK ITOJHATICS. Ero xuBOT 3ayp4ar.

TonBKO OH XOTEJI OTIIPABUTLCS Ha IOUCKH STOfI B JIeC, KaK ero B3TJIS[ IPUBIEK CTPAHHEIN OJIeCK,
KoTOpHIM ToM yBUOEeN G0KOBHIM 3peHreM. [IoBepHYB I'0JIOBY, OH YBU[EJI TJIagKui KaMeHb, Ha KOTOPOM
CTOSIJI TIOJTHOC.

Tam ctosinio Tpu Tapenku. Ha nepBoit 66110 UTO-TO, OX0XKee Ha suuHully. Ha BTOpOH, nexan
IeCSITOK MaJIeHbKUX KPaCHBIX ATOfI, TOUb-B-TOYb II0X0XKUX Ha Te, YTO CIIAC/IA €T0, KOTha OH OB
TOJIOfleH. A Ha TPeTheu Tapelske, CTOSJI0 He4To, I0X0XKee Ha KPYXKKY, CHEeIaHHYI0 U3 KOCTU. B Her
ObLIa Boma.

Tomac, monro He pa3ayMEuIiBad, HallPpaBUIICA IIPAMUKOM K KaMHIO, OJIsI TOTO, YTOORI TIIEPEKYCHUTh.

«JlyMaro, 3TO KTO-TO U3 TeX CyIIecTB NpuHec. CTpaHHO BCE-TaKU 3TO Bce. OHU peInuiIn Ha MeHs He
HallafiaTh, @ HA000POT, eIl€ U paHbl MHE 3Ta JIica 3ajlednsia. Temnepsb, BOT, KOpMAT. IHTepecHO KTO
OHU U Kyfa yIIIu?» — AyMaJl OH, IIOTJIOIIasl CBOX 3aBTPakK.

Manp4yuK X0TeN eCId He OTIIIaTUTh 3a TO, YTO €My IIOMOT'JIX, TO XOTsA OBl HO6H&TOHapI/ITB. Tom He
IIPUBLIK OCTAaBAThECA B HOJIZKHHKAX.

BpeMms oT BpeMeHHU, eTo MBIC/IM BO3BPAIA/ICh K TeM CYIIIeCTBaM, U K JIUCHIlEe, B YacTHOCTU. OH
CMOTPEJ Ha Yallly, B KOTOPOM OHU CKPBUIUCH, IyMas O TOM, CTOUT JIM eMy UATH Ty[a.

Co cBOMMM HOBBIMH CIIOCOOHOCTSIMK, ToOMac BIIOJIHE, MOT ObI BEPHYTHCS B IIPHUIOT, ¥ HaBCerma 3a0hTh
0 TOM, YTO IIPOM3OIIJIO 37eCh. [IpaBa, OH He 3HAJI, B KaKyl0 CTOPOHY UATH. [la U He yBepeH OblI, 4TO
CMOXKEeT BBIXKUTb. KTO 3HAET, 4TO 3a UyMOBHINA 37€Ch e1lé 00UTAIOT.

«[la emé xe ObITIO 0Kepenbe...» — MoAyMal Malb4uK, 6epst B pyKH KPacHYIO MOJBECKY U MTOTHOCS e€
K TJIa3aM, YTOOHI JTy4Ille paCCMOTPETE.

Korpa oH Haydan BI/ISIOBIBAaTLCSA B 3€JIEHBIN KaMeHb, TO OIIYTUJI HEYTO CTPaHHOE. ITO OBIIO
HapacTalollee YyBCTBO XKax Okl o6maganusi. OH X0Ten 3o0moTa! MHoOro 305moTa!

— XBaTUT, — CKa3aj ToM BCIyX ¥ BEPHYJI IOJBECKY 3a BOPOTHUK €r0 U Tak yKe PBaHOMU OfeXAbl. A B



CTeyIOIIUN MOMEHT, eT0 OCeHUII0: «CTOII, MHEe KaXKeTCs, UM PaHbIIle MO T'oJI0C 3ByYal Io-
IPYroMy?» — IIPOHECNIaCh Y HETO B TOJIOBE MBICITB.

3a Ty ceKyHAy, IoKa ToM rOBOPHUJI BCIYX, BMECTO IIPUBLIYHOTO €MY CHIIJIOTO, OH YCJIBIIIA
CIIOKOMHBIM, TBEPIBIHM, OOBIYHEIM MaJTbUUIIECKUN TOI0C. DTO OBIJIO HOCTATOYHO CTPAHHO, HO Tomac
yXKe yCcTajl YOUBASATLCS, U IPUHS OUepeaHble U3MEHEHUST CTIOKOMHO.

BepHYB BCIO IIOCyny Ha MMOAHOC, MalIbuMK y2Ke XOTeJl B35ITh €T0 B PYKH, HO OH, KaK U BCe, UTO Ha HEM
CTOS$1JI0, TIOTIPOCTY PACTBOPUIICS B BO3MYXE.

— Heyxenu 910 Marusi? — u3yMusics Majab4yuK. B mpunmune, ToM y:Ke maBHO CTajl IOI03PEBaTh, YTO
B 9TOM JIeCy TBOPHUTCS KaKas-TO MUCTHKA. [IpaBa OH He IOHWMaJI, HaCKOJIbKO 3TO BO3MOXKHO U He
yMep u OH BooO1ie. MoxkeT 9T0 3arpobHas Ku3Hb?

— Hy uTo0, opa, — cka3an ToMac BCNyx, mombagpuBas cebsi, ¥ OTIPABUIICS B Yallly, TTIe CKPBIIKChH
obuTaTenu jeca.

C KaxX[ObIM ero IIaroM, OKpyzKalollee IIPOCTPaHCTBO MMOCTETIEHHO MEHSIJIO CBOM 11BeT. Ecnu paHblIe,
IepeBbst U KYCTH UMEJH 3eJIeHBIH 0Kpac, TO Celvac - XKeJIThii, KPaCHBIN U OpaHKeBhId. BITIsmeno
Tak, OYOTO B 3TOM JIeCy MTHOBEHHO HacTymnuia oceHb. Ho cTouno Toapko ToMy chenaTh HECKOJIBKO
IIaroB Ha3al, BCE BO3BPAIAIOCh K 3e7IEHOMY 1IBeTYy. Kak OyATo OH IepeceKas HeBUAUMBIN Oaphep OT
7IeTa K OCEHH.

Bor, OH BHIIIIE HA OOPOTY, BEIIOKEHHYIO U3 KUpnuda. Ciemys el, OH MPOIOIKHUII CBOM IyCTh, TOKA
He IMOYyBCTBOBAJ BuOpaIuio. [I0gHSB IoJI0OBY OT MEJIKMX KaMHeH, KOTOphIe IOANPLITUBaIN Ha JOPOTe,
MaJIbYUK YBUJIEN KaK U3-3a TOPHU30HTA [T0KA3aJIoCh HEUYTO OTPOMHOEe. Benb, MeiiCTBUTENIBHO, TOJIBKO
KTO-TO MIOMCTHUHE TUTAHTCKUM MOT KaXXIbIM CBOMM ITIarOM COTPSICATh 3€MITIO.

ToMm, pemuB He HaPEIBAThCS, COIIEN C JOPOTH, ¥ CTaJl XKAATh II0KA 3TO HEUTO IIPOMAET.
EnuHCTBEHHBIM XeJlaHWeM MaJlbudKa ceidac Obl10, YTOOH 3TO YyHoBUILllE He OBUIO IJIOTOSIAHBIM U HE
TIOYYSIJIO €TO0.

KpmaTh MPUIITIOCh HEMOJITO, YKe Yepe3 TPU MUHYTH, MUMO ToMmaca IMpoliia orpoMHast Yepemnaxa, 1
CKPBITIACh B BRICOKUX epeBbsxX. Bubpaluu, co3maBaeMbie e€ ImaraMu, 4yTh He 3aCTaBUJIU €T0 YIIaCThb.
axe nocye yxoma Yepenaxu, ToM B yzKace OT YBUAEHHOTO JOJIT0 CTOSJI, BIENUBIIKUCEH B CTBOJI
nepeBa. OH NIPUBHIK JepKaThCS 3a MOMJIOKOTHUKY UHBAJIUOHOTO KPecia B TPYOHBIX CUTYAlUX,
CIIPaBIISISICh C BOMHEHKEM. B OynylieM, 3TOT MHCTUHKT BHI30BET MHOTO ITPO0JIEM.

B3risiHyB HamoCIE[0K B CTOPOHY YIIEIIEero XXUBOTHOTO, TOM ITPOMOIKUII CBOY Iy Th. Yepe3
HEKOTOPOE BPEMST OH BHIIIEN HAa HEOOJBIION IPUTOPOK U CMOT YBUAETh Ha TOPU30HTE KAKOE-TO
COOPYXKEHHUE.

9T0 OBIJIO ITOX0KE Ha OTr'POMHO€ U30THYTO€E CTPOEHHE. ToMac TOYHO He MOT CKa3aTh, YTO UMEHHO 3TO
On110. HeMHOT0 IMoayMaB, OH PEIINII UATH OJaJIbIIle 10 HallPaBJI€HUIO K 3TOMY CTPOEHHUIO, YTOOBI



y3HATh YTO 3TO TAKOe.
«I'maBHOE, 4TOOHI 3TO He OBII0 yOeXKuIlle TOM Yepenaxy UK KOro-To MOf0OHOTr0,» - mogyMai ToMm,

CBOPAYHMBasi C JOPOr'Y HA TPOIHUHKY, BeAYIIyI0, KaK OH IpeMdIosarai, B HyKHYIO CTOPOHY.

Yepe3 HEKOTOPOE BPeMSI, MaJlbuMK YBUAEN PSAOOM C TPOIO¥ HeOObIoN noMUK. [Tofoias K HeMY,
ToMm mocMOTpesn Ha HaOKUCh Ha IBEPH.

Omnu pelipat

HOCTy‘-IaB B OIBE€PL, OH yCIIBIIIAII CIIEHIHbIE HIAaT!.

Korpga OBEPE OTKPHIJIACh, HA MMOPOre CTOAJIa MaJIeHbKad t-IGJ'IOBGKOI'IOJZ[O6Hai{ MEIIE, UJIA OaXKe KPhICa,
AdepxKalllad B PyKaX HEYTO II0X02XKee Ha I'a3eTy.

— ITa? Bel u3 cayk06bI JOCTABKU? — HE TJISAAS Ha MOCETUTEJIS, CIIPOCHIIA OHA.

A Korpma MBIIIKA, He JOXKOABIINCh OTBETA, IepeBesia B3rIsAl Ha ToMa, eé JIUII0 BEITIHYJIOCH B
M3yMJIEHUHN.

— Ipyun? — crnpocumna oHa. — Het, y Te6s HeT aTpubyTa... Tak TH U3 CIyKO0bI JOCTaBKU? f MPOCTO
3aKa3kIBaJia MPUCIOCO0IeHue, OIS IIOJIMPOBAHUS KOTTeH M KIILIKOB. ET0 OIKHBI JOCTABUTh C
MHUHYTH Ha MUHYTY.

— V3BuHUTE, HO HET. { He U3 CIyKOB OCTaBKYU, — CKa3as ToMac, 1 3afoXHyICS B yauBneHuu. OH
ceryac rOBOPUII He Ha aHTIUICcKOM! ITo GBI COBEpIIEHHO APYTol s3bK! M 0H MOT Ha HEM 00IIATHCS
Tak, Oy[ITO 3HAEeT ero C CaMoro feTCTBa.

BBICTpO B35IB ce0s B PYyKH, OH BRIOOXHYII U IIOCTAPAJICA TOBOPUTE POBHBIM I'OJIOCOM.
— 4 3gech He TaK OaBHO, U MHE HYZKHO KO€-KOT'0O OTBICKATh... — OH XOT€JI CIIPOCUTE IIPO JIUCY, HO €ro

TIPEPBaIH.

— O, TaK THl OIIXIIN, KOTO XOUelllb HalTH, — CKa3ajia OHa. — MEI 3[1eCh BCe B JieCy OApYr Apyra 3HaeM.
U s c papocThio TeGe TOMOTY.

— Xoportro. ITo nuca c 6esoi mepcTrio. Y Heé Ha cnuHe Oblia cyMKa. M Ha Tese OblM YEPHBIE
TI0JIOCKH.

— Tax aro XanT. OHa XKpHlla BCcero Hamiero AHCUKTa. Tebe oueHb ITOBE3TI0, UTO THl €€ YBUTEI,
— CKa3saJla MbIlb. — MeHs, KCTaTy, 30BYT JJUIU. byeM 3HaKOMEI.



— 4 Tom. ITpusATHO ITO3HAKOMUTLCS, — MIPEACTAaBUIICS MallbYUK U PELIUIICA 3afaTh BOIPOC. — B
CKa3anu - AHCUKT?

— Jla, 9TO BCE Hallle 1apCTBO.

— A BbI Morniu v TOAPOGHEE MHE 0 HEM paccKasaTh?

— XM... — 3apgyMasach I, OKUAbIBasg ToMaca CTpaHHBIM B3risagoM. — JlagHo. IIpoxonu B
rocTuHyio. Pa3roBop OygeT goiruM, — HaKOHEI-TO CKa3ajla MHIIIE ¥ BOIIjIa B oM. TOM IocienoBan
3a HeH.

Tonpko ToMac ornsgHyJCs, YTOOB 3aKPHITh IBEPH, KaK Ta CHesaja 9To caMa Io cebe.

«CoBceM 3a0kII 0 Maruw...» — MOAYMaJl OH, IIPOXOMS B TOCTUHYIO U CAAsiCh HA TOT OUBAH, KOTOPHIN
yKa3saJja JJIIH.

Cama Xe MHIIIKA, Cela B KPecyo, CTosiee Bo3nne KaMuHa. OHa Obllla MaJIeHbKOM, a KPecio OBII0
OOJIBIIIUM, YTO BHITJIAEIO JOBOIBHO KOMUYHO.

— Hy 4T0-k. AHCHKT - 9TO I[apCTBO, CHOPMUPOBAHHOE B TPOCTPAHCTBEHHOM KapMaHe, — Haydana
Onnu u B3TNIgHYJNa Ha ToMa, B3Upalolllero Ha Heé IMMPOKO PacKPHITEIMU ri1a3aMu. — [lompore?
— cIpocuia OHa.

— Jla, moxasyucTa, — IMOMPOCUJI OllapallleHHBIU MaJlbYuK.

— Xoportmo. §1 cpa3y MoHsIa, YTO TH HE 0TCIofa. BeposiTHee BCETro, T MPUIIIEN U3 OCHOBHOTO MUpA.
Ax, na. OCHOBHOM MHUP — 3TO IPOCTPAHCTBO, HAAeIEHHOe OIPOMHBIM KOJIMYECTBOM MAaruu, KOTOPOe
3a TPUJITMOHEI JIET IPUHSIJIO IPUBHIYHEINA Tebe BUA. Y KazKI0Tro MPOCTPAHCTBA CYLIECTBYIOT CBOX
TIOANIPOCTPAHCTBA. AHCHUKT — 3TO OJHO U3 IMOAIIPOCTPAHCTB TBOETO MUPA, TaK Ha3hIBaeMbIii
IIPOCTPAHCTBEHHBIN KapMaH. Y psiMo ceiyac, Mbl HAXOAUMCS B 3TOM CaMOM IIPOCTPaHCTBEHHOM
KapMaHe. { gyMalo, TH 3aMeTHJI, YTO BO3AYX 3[E€Ch COBCEM [PYTOM.

Temneps, Korma Onu o0paTiia ero BHUMaHue Ha 3TOT ¢akT, ToM 3aMeTH1, YTO 3TO OBIIO
IEeNCTBUTEHHO TaK. Bo3myx GBI CJIOBHO HAIIOTHEH CHJIOMN.

— Tax T®I uienb XaHT? — HeOXKUAAHHO CIIPOCHUIa JJIIH.

— IIa, oHa MHe mToMorfia. [lymalo, 51 JOJIKeH KakKk MUHUMYM I106JIarofilapuTh €€, — OTBETUI TOM.

— B TakoM ciydae... Tel BUIeNT Ha TOPU30HTE OTPOMHYI0 U30THYTYIO CTPYKTYpPYy? OT0 IInums.
Bornpiee Konu4yecTBO CBOET0 BpeMEHHU OHa IIPOBOJUT MMEHHO TaM, - OTBETHUIa JJIJIM, BCTaBasd U3
Kpecra.



— XOpOU.IO, crmacu00 BaM, — CKa3aJl MaJIbYHK, TOXKe IIOOHMMAasCh C JUBaHA.

Pa3r030p TIOJIYYHUJICA HE TaKUM OJIMHHBIM, KaK 'OBOPHJIa I,

— 3axonu KaK-HI/Iﬁy;E[B, TooooM. — YCIIBIIIAJI OH, BEIXOOS 3a IIOPOT. onnu TATy4e IIPOU3HECIIa €ero UMA
CTPAHHBIM TOHOM, 6y,E[TO OIleHHBad.

— O6s13aTenbHO. [1o cBumanus. U emé pa3 cnacubo 3a IOMoIIb, — cKa3aa ToMac ¥ IOCMOTpPeIT Ha
MInune. Ero oxXupan gOATUY MYTh.

Korga Towm yiresn, 9miu, IpoBoOXkKaBIIas ero B3rIsSI0M II0Ka OH OKOHYATEIbHO He CKPHIICS,
IIPECIIOKOMHO 3allllia B OM U cejla B Jo0uMoe Kpecno y KamuHa. E€ riasa cTamu HaMHOTO
cepbe3Hee, U OHa IIOCMOTpPETIa B OKHO, BHIXOJSIIee B Ty CTOPOHY, Kyda yIIesl Malb4uK.

— Yro... C... €ro... OylIOH...? — IOTYCTOPOHHUM IIYCTHIM I'0OJIOCOM IIPOrOBOPHJIa OHA M B3[POTHYIIa,
OYHYBIIIKCD.
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