Heuns3BeCTHO CKOJIBKO MTPOIIIO BPEMEHHU C TOTO MOMEHTA, KakK ToM IIpoBanuics B meiepy. Emy
Ka3aJIoch, YTo ropbl. ['omsl aroHuu. ToM 4yBcTBOBaJ 60JIb KaXKAOW KJIETOUKON CBOETro Tenla. EMy
Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO €r0 IIPOCTO BEIBOPAYMBaeT Hau3HAHKY.

Bomb He nuIiiIa ero CO3HAHUS U SCHOCTH MBICTH. Y 109TOMY 60JTbIlIe BCEI'0 MaIbYiKa BOJTHOBAJT
BOIIPOC — IT04YeMY OH He oTKmouuncsa? Kak 6yaTo, Kakas To HeBeoMas CUjla 3aCTaBlisijia ero
yoepXKuBaTh CO3HaHUE Ha IO0BepXHOCTHU. Kak 6yATo 3TO OBIJIO TaKOe CBOe0Opa3HOe UCIIHITAHUE,
ITPOBEpKa Ha MPOYHOCTH. A 60JIb, TEM BpEMEHEM, ITPOCTO CBOMIIA €TO C yMa.

B kKakoii-ToO MOMEHT OHa U3MEeHUIach, Hadyaau TOpPeTh OTHEM BHYTPEHHOCTH. ToMm 3aMeTuI, 94TO OT
HEero uCXoguT CTpaHHOE CUIHHE. B31"JI${HYB Ha CBO€ TeJI0, OH Y2KaCHYIICs. Koxa IIOKPHIJIaCh aJIbIMU
IIPOXKUJIIKaMH, O4YE€Hb ITIOX02KMMH Ha BEHBI, OT KOTOPBIX HCXOOUIIM OTHEHHBI€ BCIIOJIOXH.

[TpeBo3Morast 6071b, MabUXK, IIOCKYIMBast, CBEPHYJICS KaJauyuKoM, B Hafexk/e, YTo Tak OymeT yerye.
Kak BOpyr mpou30IIIIo HEBEPOSITHOE - CYIOPOra CBejla TeJI0 MaJIbuiKa, 3aCTaBUB BHITHYTHCS OYTOH, U
OH, BIIEPBBIE 3a BCIO KM3Hb, TIOYYBCTBOBAJI CBOM HOTH. A TOUHee, 60JIb B HUX.

B cnepyroryo MUHYTY Hadau JIOMaThCs ero KocTH. Tesmo ToMa BRIrHOaIoCh 1O HEBEPOSTHEIMU
yrnamu. Koxa nonanacs. He BeimepakaB HOBOT'O IPUCTYIa, ToM 3aKpuya, CphBasi Iojoc.

KocTu nmomanuce, CpacTanuch ¥, Ka3aJaoCh, HAUMHAIU JIOMAaThCs 3aHOBO. B memepe CTOsT Tpeck,
6yaTO TEJo pBasiu Ha YaCTH.

Tomy GBIJIO HETIOHATHO, YTO IIPOUCXOMHUT C ero opranu3MoM. OH 3HaJ, YTO HU ONUH HOPMAaJIbHbIH
YyeJI0BEeK He CMOT OBl BEIIEPKAaTh Takoi 6071 u faBHO Obl yMep. Ecnu He OT mMOBpeXAeHuH, TO OT
6oneBoro moKa. A oH 6ygTO IPUBLIKAJ K BCE O0Jiee yCUIMBaOMUMCS BojHaM 6onu. OH 4yBCTBOBA
BCe e€ I'paHu, HO B TO XKe BpeMs, OBIJIO TaKOe OIIYIIeHHe, UTO BCE 3TO MIPOUCXONUT HE C HUM.

[TeITasiCh OTBIIEYLCS OT HOBOM BOJIHEI aroHMHU, TOM Ha4aJl CYUTATh KAk, KOTOPHIE KaXKObie
HECKOJIbKO CEeKYH[I ITafiaiy Ha ero nuio. OH cOUICS Cco cueTa Ha OffHa THICS4a JBECTH TPHUALIATh
BOCBMOX ...

K ero cuactsio, ToMac, XOTh 1 CMOT ITI0YYBCTBOBATh HOTH, BCE €II€ OlIyIlan OHeMeHue B HUX. OTTOrO,
0071b TOMaeMBIX TaM KOCTel OBLIO JIerde TEPIeTh.

[Tporecc Ka3asncs HeCKOHYaeMbIM. CTOMIIO TOJIBKO ITPUBKIKHYTH K OOHOU I'paHu 605K, KaK OHa
CTAHOBWUJIACH eIlé CUJIbHEe.

Ho BoT, B Kakoe TO MTHOBEHHUE, TeJI0 ToMa BEITHYJIOCH B CUJIbHEMIIIEH CYyAopore, IPUIIOTHSIBIINCH HaL
nojioM. XpyCTHY/IM, MTHOBEHHO CPACTasiCh, B IOCIETHUN Pa3 KOCTH, TIOIBIXHYH 0COOEHHO SIPKO
OTHEeHHBIE BEHHI, CTSIHYIaCh MOTPECKABIIASCS KOXKa.

A moToM 110 BCeMYy €ero Tejy IIPOoIiia pﬂ6b, KOTOPYIO OH y2K€ HECKOJIBKO Pa3 BUOEII Ha CBOUX PYKaX.

Manb4yuK 00SITICS TIOBEPUTD, UTO BCe 3aKOHUMUIOCh. OH Jexan U He IeBenuscs. [Ipoxonuno BpeMs,
HO 00J1b He Bo3Bpallasack. TOM CMOT B3OOXHYThb CIIOKOHHO.

Ha cMmeHy cTpaxy Ipuuiio JH000NETCTBO. TOMy 04€Hb XOTeJIOCh Y3HaTh, 4YTO C HUM CTaJslo, a Tak Xe
IIDOBEPUTH COCTOSIHYE CBOUX HOT.

CoOpaBuIuCh € cujlaMyu MaJIbuuK IIPUIIONHSAJICS U CeJl, OTIePeBIIXCh 0 cTeHy. O mepexuTon 00U He
HallOMHUHAJ0 HU4Yero, KpoMe IToKabiBaHUS 110 BCeMy Telly. ByATo OH IIpojiexain JoNroe BpeMs 0e3
IBUXKEHUS, a He OUJICA B arOHUMU.



Ha YOUBJIEHUE, HA TeJIe HEe 0CTAaJIOCh HU OOHOT'O IMOBPEXKIOEHNA. Ilaxe o CTanIHOfI paHe B XKUBOTE
HaAllOMKHAJIa TOJIBKO IIPOIIMTaHHAA KPOBBIO OOE€XKA. Kak okazasocs, KpPaCHBI€ JIMHUU Ha €ro Tejie
IIPaKTH4YEeCKH Be3ne UCUYe3JIn. Besge, KpoOMe HHUZKHHUX KOHEYHOCTEM. BepOﬂTHO, VMEHHO II03TOMY,
MaJIbYUK MOXKET X YyBCTBOBATh.

CxBaTHBIINCH 3a YaCTh CTEHH], ToMac, MONLITaNCA NOAHAThCS. Horu He cnymanuck. CTUCHYB 3y0bI,
OH TIOIIBITAJICSA BHOBb.

C OrpOMHEIM TPYZOM, HO C IIECTOM IONBITKA €MY YAAJIOCh BCTaTh Ha HOTHU. [lepBrlii 11ar, BTOPOW I11ar,
nageHue. ToM U He Ipefoarasi, YTO Hay4uThCs XOOUTh OyAeT Tak Tsxkeno. Ho oH pemmun He
CHaBaThCSA ¥ BO UTO OBI TO HU CTaJI0 BHIOPAThCS U3 Tellephl. EMy many BTOPOM IIaHC U OH [OIKEH ero
UCIIOJIb30BaTh.

CHoBa 1 CHOBa MaJIb4HK Tafas, IOJHUMAJICI U T OaJIbIIe II0 MelIepe, nep2KacCh 3a CTEHY.

Kak oka3zasnoch, oHa OblJla OTPOMHOM, HO, TOMY I1OBE3JI0 yIiacTh HefalieKo OoT Bxoga. YeM OJuxKe OH
IIOAXOMHUII K BEIXO[ly, TeM CHUJIbHEe 3Ta Nelllepa HallOMUHala pyKOTBOpHOe nof3eMernbe. lllepinaseie
CTEHHI ITIOCTENEHHO IIePEXOUIN B BBIIOXKEHHBIE U3 KAMHS.

[Tpoiips emé HECKOIBKO MeTPoB, ToMac yBUIEI OrpOMHEIE BOPOTa. Ero Joragku 0 pyKOTBOPHOCTH
nog3eMenbs MOATBePAuIuCch. OHU ObITH CHEeIaHbl U3 HEOOEYHOTO KPACHOTO KaMHSsI, KOTOPHIH OH [0
9TOTr0 HUKOTZa He BULE.

HecMoTpst Ha TO, UTO 9TH BOPOTa OBUIM B YETHIPe pa3a 00JIblile MalbyuKa, TOT CMOT OTKPBITh MX
IIPOCTO TOJIKHYB C HEOOJIBIIUM YCUTTHEM.

Korma ToMac BHIIIEN, TO YBUAET, YTO HACTYNHIIA HOUb. [10/IHAs JTyHa, B OT/IMYKMK OT COJIHIIA,
OCBelIlaia KaXkabeli 3aK0YJIOK JIeca, a 3eMJTI0 TIOKPhIBAJIA MJI0THAS MejleHa TyMaHa. XOTs, BO3MOXKHO,
IIPOCTO CKa3hIBaIoCh 000CTPUBIIEECS 3PEHUE.

Marnbyuk nopymal, a He JIy4lle JI eMy OBIJIO OCTAThCS B Melepe U MepexkaaTh HOUb TaM. [IpuHsSB
pelleHne, OH TOIBKO XOTEJ BEPHYTHCS 00paTHO, KaK BAPYT YCIIHIIIAN phiYaHue.

Y oHO, KaK HU CTPAHHO, UCXOOUIIO U3 TIyOuH melepsl. TOM IOCIeNIHO 3aKphlT BopoTa. ""Heyxenu, B
9TOH Iellepe, BCE Ke BOJUTCS KTO-TO OIIACHBIM, U S IIPOCTO BOBPEMS yCIIeNl YATH?" - IPOMEeNIbKHYJTIa Y
HETO0 MEICTIB. - "Torga KTo ke MOXKeT 00UTaTh CHapykKu?" - ofyMall MaJbuuK U Pe3KO0 OTJITHYJIICS.

To 4TO OH yBHUAEJI, 3aCTABUJIO €T0 B 0YEePESHOU pa3 UCIEITaTh yKac. Bo TbMe ropeio MHOXEeCTBO
KPACHBIX TOYEK. ITO ObUIM I'Ta3a. M Bce OHM CMOTpENH Ha HETO.

[TomSTUBIIKUCH OT UCITyTa B CTOPOHY, TOMac Clemus 3a B3rIsIAOM 3TUX Touek. [Toka He yBHUel
MaJIeHbKOe YEPHOE CYLIECTBO, KOTOPOE BHIIIIO M3 ThMHI ¥ MTPOTSIHYJIO K HEMY CBOIO Jtamry. OH BIEpBEIE
BUMeN HeuTo nogoOHoe. Hu B ogHOM KHUTE He GbIJIO OIMCAaHUS TI0KA3aBLIET0Cs MY CYILeCTBa.

Manpuuk He TS COeNall elle OfUH Iar B CTOPOHY, U, MOHSJI CBO0 ommOKy. «Hamo Gb1710 CMOTPETS,
KyZa UOEIs!» - o0pyras oH ce0s U, He yoepKaBIINCh Ha BCE elllé HeBePHBIX HOTaX, Hayall afaTh
BHU3. OKa3ajock, 4YTO COBCEM HefajleKo OT Bxofa OB KOJIomell.

[TageHue OIUIOCH HEMONT0. Manb4YuK MOIBLITANICS CT'PYIIIIMPOBATECA, YTOOHI He IMOJIYYHUTH
HOBpe}KHeHI/Iﬁ " KyJIeM PDYXHYJI Ha CbIpO€ OHO KOJIOAIIA. [Tonexas 6e3 OBU2KEHHNSA HECKOJIBKO MUHYT,
Tomac CMOT MOHSATE, UTO IIpu3eMJIEHHE IIPOUIJIO ITOYTH YOa4YHO. He cunTas HECKONIBKHUX CCaOuH.

B xonomtie 6v110 CBIPO U XOJIOOHO. ToMm cupmen Ha KaKOM-TO KaMHe U oyMall...



«Kak ke MeHs yropa3nuio-To? Cupmen Obl Jajbllie B IPUIOTE, He XOOu OBl Ha BOMOIAZ,...A BCE 9TO
IIPOKJISITOE JII0OOIBITCTBO. M UTO Temeps menaTh?" - CIPOCHII OH Y caMoro ce0si, ¥ TOCMOTPEN BBEPX.
W13 Konopiia MOXKHO OBIIIO YBUOETH JIYHY, KOTOPAsi HAXOIMUJIACh B 3€HUTE M OCBEIIaia ero CTeHb. OHH
ObLUIM BBELIOXKEHHI U3 KaMHS.

['ma3a ToMa 3aropenuck yBepeHHOCThI0. OH MOOOIIEN K CTEHE U MIPOBEJI 10 Hell PYKOU, TPOBEPSIS
CBOIO fiorafiKy. Bce BepHO, Konopgel OB BEIJIOXKEH U3 TOTO K€ KaMHS, YTO U IoA3eMenbe. Mexnay
KJIaIKOM 00pa30BasKCh LIEI 38 KOTOPhIe BIIOJIHE MOXKHO OBIJIO 3alleNTUThCS. BBIOpaB BHICTYII
noyno6Hee, ToM yxBaTHJICS 3a HEr0 PyKaMu U IIOMBITAJICS MOATSIHYThCS.

HepBbIe TTOIIBLITKY OBLITH HeyOa4YHBIMHU. ManpuuK MOCTOSTHHO COCKAanb3bIBall U Maaall. Bcé-Taku ero
Tes0 OBIIO0 (1)I/I3I/I‘-IGCKI/I He IIOATO0TOBJIEHO, M3-3a TOI'0, 9YTO OO 3TOT'0 OH OBLIT ITapaJIn30BaH, U BEN
MaJIOIIOIBHAKHBIN 06pa3 2KHU3HHU.

Tomac B ouepeqHOi pa3 MPU3EMIIHIICS Ha JHO KOJIOoAIa. ITocaenHss IOMbITKA OblIa CaMOM yIauHOM.
OH mouTH BHIOpAJICS, HO HeHaNeXKHbIM KaMeHb, BHIOPAHHBIHA UM [IJIsI OITOPHI BHIBAJIMIICS U YBJIEK €ro 3a
Cco0OH.

OT4asBIIKMCH, MATbYUK Y2Ke Hadald COMHEBAThCS B TOM, YTO Y HETO YTO-TO BEIMET. PyKu u HOTH
0oJieny OT HAMpPsXKeHusI. X0TelI0Ch MuTh. ECTh ¥ CcIIaTh, KaK HU CTPAHHO, HE X0TeJI0Ch. IlocMOTpeB Ha
JIYHY, ¥ 3adyMaBIIKUCh, ToMac CHOBa I10Jie3 BBEPX.

«Hy uuuero. Korga-Hubynb, y MeHs 9T0 noiny4yuTcs. U Torma s BEIOEPYCh U3 KOJIOAIA, a 3aTEM U U3
neca. f TOYHO BBIKHUBY!» — 3T MBIC/IH ObIIM eMy HelIPUBBIYHBL. OOBIYHO OH HUCIIBITHIBAJ allaTUIO K
Ku3Hu. Ho mocne Toro, 4To OH Mepexull 3a MocieaHue OHU (M1 Yackl? — OH U caM He 3Hall), ero

XapaKTep U3MeHUICs. Boms K XKU3HU BHIPOCIa 10 HebecC.

Yxe B KOTOpHIH pa3 KapaOKasich [0 CTeHE, OH AyMaJjl O TOM, YTO MTPOIII0 MEHBIIE T0Iy4Yaca C IepBoi
TIOTIBITKY TOTHSTECS. Ho Ha caMoM fiesie, OH HaXOOUJICS B KOJIOAIE yKe OO0JIbIlle IBYX YaCOB.

W BOT, MaJTb4MK HOCTUT MECTA, 0O KOTOPOTO HU pa3y He mobupascs. CXBaTUBIIKCEH 3a OUePeIHOM
KaMeHb, ToM ycrbiman Tpeck. «Hy BOT, OISTh», - HOOYMaJsl OH C 00PEeYEHHOM YCTAOCThIO, IETISSICh
3a APYTOM BEICTYII ¥ TOTOBHIM B JTI060M MOMEHT IOyIeTeTh BHU3. OfHAKO KaMellleK 0Ka3aJics Ha
yOUBJIEHUE MaJIeHbKUM. BhIllaB, OH OTKPEHLT BHIEMKY.

BHyTpu nexano cTpaHHOe oxepenbe. Hemonro gymasi, ToMac cxBaTui MOOPSKYIIKY U Hafen e€ Ha
mrero. Jlanbliile, OH IIOCTABUJI B 3Ty BEIEMKY HOT'Y, UTOOHI Clie/IaTh ITOCIeOHUN PHIBOK U BRIOPAThCS U3
KOJIOfIIA.

U Bot, ToM cxBaTHUIICA 3a CaMbIi BEPXHUU KaMeHb, IIOATIHYJICA U, U3 MOCIIEIHUX CUJI IEPEKUHYB HOTY
yepe3 HU3KKUHU OOPTHUK KOJIO/IIa, BEIBAIMIICS Ha 3eMmi0. OH U caM He 3aMeTHJI, KaK 0Ka3aJiCs B
CUOSTYEM II0JI0KEHUH, 00JI0KaYMBasiCh O CTEHY IeIIePHL.

«Haxkonen-to. { coemnan ato. 4 cMmor», - gyMan ToMac, OeITasiCh OTABILIATLECSA. MajbuuKy He XOTEJI0Ch
IoyMaTh, 4TO Oy[eT majbllle W YUK JIX 3TU CTPaHHBIE cymecTBa. OH Jiexkasl, CMOTPESI Ha CBOM HOTH U
cTapascs paccaabuTh mepeTpyKeHHbe TOIbEMOM ML, OHEMeHHEe, KOTOPOe OH OIIyIIas B
menepe, yKe IMOYTH ITOJTHOCTHIO MCYe3710. EMy Ka3a/moch CTPAHHBIM, YTO OH TaK OBICTPO CMOT
IPUBBEIKHYTH K HOTaM, XOTS [TI0HAYaJly eMy ¥ OBLJIO TSKeJI0 C HUMU CIpaBiaThcs. Ho BCE ke, Ha GoHe
BCET0, YTO C HUM ITPOM30IIIIIO0, 3TOT (DaKT MOCTOSHHO Tepsisics. OH yKe BOCIIPUHUMAJT HOTH, Kak
nomxkHoe. Kak OyaTo Tak ObIJIO BCerga.

3anpoOKKHYB T'OJIOBY, MalbuUK YBU[IEN KpacuBble 3BE30I. OHU Ka3auCh KPyIHee, 4eM 0ObIYHEIE U
TIepeuBajIiCh Pa3IMYHBIMU I[BeTaMy. Ha 3eMJTio mafgany Tyuu, ocBelllasi Tyxku. TyMaH uc4es.



B cupsiueM mosoxeHuu TOM MOT JaTh CBOEMY TeJy OTHOXHYTh. KpacoTa, 4To napuia B HebGe, maBata
€My BO3MOZKHOCTb COOPAThCS AyXOM M MaJIbUMK CTapascs yoemuTh ce0si, 4To Jasbiie BCE OyaeT
XOpOLIIO.

COBHO BCIIOMHHUB YTO-TO, OH IIOTSIHYJICS K CBOEMY BOPOTHHKY U JOCTAJI OTTYAA KPAaCHO-YEPHYIO
IIOJIBECKY. B eé 11eHTpe OblI TEMHO-3eJIEHRIN KaMeHb, KOTOPHIH ITepeiuBaiCs B CBETE 3BE3].

B orpaxenuu kamHs, ToMac CMOT PacCCMOTPETH CBOE JIUI0. YBUAEHHOE II0BEPIJIO €T0 B IIOK.

ManbyuK Me[JIeHHO, He BePsl B IPOUCXOMsIee, IOTIHYJICS PyKaMu K cBoeMy JI0y. M Huuero He
Hamynas. Tam Hu4Yero He Ob110. Ho Bemb OTpazkeHue MOKa3bIBaJIo HEUTO COBEPIIEHHO Apyroe!

«4T0 3a 4€PT?!» — mOgyMaJ OH U OTJISIAEeNICS B MOMCKaX APYTUX OTPaXkKaloIuX IIOBEPXHOCTEN. YBULIEB
JIyXKy, MaJIbU¥K C TPYZOM IIOMHSJICS Ha HOTY U OTIIPABUJICS K HeU. M BOT B 3TOU caMoii JIyxKe, [10f
HEBEPHHIM CBETOM 3BE37, ToM CcMOT YBUAETH Ha CBOEM JIOY IBa YEPHEIX pora. OHU Ka3auch
IIOJTyIIPO3PaYHEIMU.

Crouso TOJIbKO UCIyraHHOMY ToMacy 3aiyMaThCsl Hafl IPOU30IIEIIINMY C HUM MeTaMopd03aMu, Kak
OoHM ucye3nu. Tak ke, KakK ¥ KpacHble IIPOKUIKY Ha ero Horax. byaTo Obl TOTEpPSB CHJIBI, OH yIIall,
Oonbille UX He YyBCTBYS. B3rnsiHyB Ha Horu, ToMac yBUe, Kak 1o HuM moia psaos.lllopox

ToMm pe3Ko BCKUHYII T'OJI0BY B CTOPOHY UCTOYHUKaA 3ByKa. OH UCXOOUI U3 TeHU. MecTa, Kyna He
IOCTaeT JIYHHBIU CBET.

MecrTa, r1ie paHbIlne ORI KpacHEIE Ta3a.

Huyero TaMm He yBU[EB, MaJIb4YUK 1003 Ha3afl, I0Ka CHOBa He 00JI0KOTUIICS 0 cTeHy. OH cume, He
CBOJISI C TeHHM TJia3, B OKUQHUHU TOTO, YTO OTTyHa CHOBA KTO-TO BEIKAET. OH ycTasn 00SIThCS.
Vicue3HoBeHHE "CBEPXBECTECTBEHHBIX CIIOCOOHOCTEH" III0X0 CKa3aioCh Ha ero coctosiHuu. CHOBa
Hayvaja HaKaThIBATh IPUBLIYHAS AllaTHUS.

B kakoii-To MmomeHT ToM yBUfel B TeHHU ABUKeHHe. Y BOT, HAKOHEI], OTTy/Ia Bei0exkasa 0emoCHeKHas
nmucuia. Y Heé Ha crniuHe Oblla MyprypHas cyMKa. KpoMe Toro, Ha 16y Oblyia 4€pHAS METKa,
HAIOMUHAIOIAs TPEYTOIbHUK C MUChMEHaMU BHYTPH Kpyra. [1o BceMy e€ Teny OblTH YEPHBIE
TIOJIOCKH, KaK y Turpa. [IpaBma 3TUX IOJI0COK OBIIO HE TaK MHOTO.

Ilanee, KaK 0 KOMaH[ie, 3a Hel Hadald BRIXOOUTH CaMble pa3In4dHbI€ 2KUBOTHEIE.

OTo0 OBUIM U caMble OOBIYHbBIE XKUBOTHEIE: MefiBeny, OesIKy, 3ali1ibl, BOJIKY, OJIeHU. M KUBOTHEIE,
Oosbllle TOX0XKME Ha CKa30YHAIX, 0 KOTOPHIX OH YUTAJl B KHUTAX: OTPOMHEIE SIIIEePUIH,
HaIlOMMHAIOIINe TPaKOHOB, JleTalollie OTOHbKY, MaleHbK1e heeyKy, efMHOPOTY, KEHTaBPhl, THOMEI
U gpyrue Mupudeckue TBapu. HeckoHYaeMsll TOTOK CyInecTB. [10CIeAHUME BBIILIM JIIOAU C
3a0CTPEHHEIMY YIIaMH...

BenocHexHas nuca, CIOBHO II0 KOMaHfIe, Hayasia IIOCTEIIeHHO MoAXoouTh K ToMy. OCTaHOBUBIIKCH B
TPEX MeTpax OT Hero, OHa OTKPHIJA CBOIO IACTh.

B JieCy 3XOM 3a3By4Yalla KpaCuBas IIECHI...
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