[TapeHEK IPOHEC MEHS Yepe3 Ky4dy U3BWINCTHIX KOPUAOPOB U MTapy JIECTHUYHBIX IPONIETOB. OH ObLI
TIOTIPUBETCTBOBAH apoi 3/1b(}oB, ONUH B paboueil oiexk/ie, a BTOPOY B CTEPEOTUITHON OfleXK e
IBOpeuKoro. ¥ BCKope MbI OOMINH IO ABEPU, B KOTOPYIO OH IIOCTy4aJl, 3aCyHYB MO0 KJIeTKy ce0e IIof

DYKY.
"Bxogute." (???)

Korma Mepo OTKpBIT IBEPD, S YBUAEN JOBOIBHO MHTEPECHYI0O KOMHATKY. KT0-OBI €€ He 0TCTpauBall,
II0X0Ke OH XOTeJI chenaTh U3 Heé oduc, HO IIPU 3TOM XOTeJI CeNlaTh IPoCcTopHo. CTeHa nanbHel
yacTu odrca MIPaKTUIECKH OTCYTCTBOBAJIa. Y30pUyaThie JePEBSIHHbIE PDEIIETKY - eIUHCTBEHHOE, YTO
OT[IeJISITI0O KOMHATY OT OoJibinoro 6ankoHa. BeTep jerko Mor coyTh Bce OyMmaru, eciiu Obl OHU He
mepKaauch GONBIIMMU KYCKaMU KOCTEeH, KOTOPhIE TI0X0XKe MPUCTPOUIIH, KAaK MECTHOE
MMIIPOBU3UPOBAHHOE MTpecc-anke. HeMHOT0 MpayHOBATO, He IpaBaa Jiu?

HecMoTpst Ha 6ecopsiIOK Ha CTOJIe, OCTabHAs YaCTh KOMHATH OblIa SPKOU U CO CTUNIeM. MyX4uHa
3a CTOJIOM cufenl B 60NbIIOM BpalaiomeMcs Kpecie. OH GbIJT OTHOCUTETBHO HU3KUM U XyIbIM, HO 3TO
OblTa Ta Xke xymoba, 4To s BuOesn y AHTyca. Imb(bl, T0X0XKe, BooOIIe XyaeHbKre. MHTePeCcHO, 3TO U3-
3a UX CKay4ekK II0 JIECTHUIlE TyMla-CIofa, UM OHM 110 CBOEM MPUPOJIe TaKue XyHoIaBhie?

"TTpuBerT, man. YuuTenbHHUIIa CKa3aja rnepemaTts 9To Tebe." (Mepo)

Barmap otiia Mepo onyctuiics oT nuia Mepo u ocTaHOBUJICA Ha MHe. Ero ria3a Ha cCeKyHOy
PacCIIMPUIIUCh U OH CYHYN OyMary, KOTOPYIO YuTaJl, oA OO0JIbIIoN KyCOK 6eipeHHOM KOCTH KaKOT0-TO
JKMBOTHOT'O U OTKUHYJICS BIepén. ITucbMo OBITI0 MPOUTHOPHUPOBAHO, ITOKA OH 3abupar KIIeTKY y
CBOEro ChIHA ¥ Me[JIeHHO pa3BopauuBal e€. OT ero B3rIsga MHE CTAJI0 HEMHOTO HEJIOBKO. Y HEero
OBLII B3TJISAM METCKOTO JIIOOOIBITCTBA, YTO OBIIO OB MUJIBIM, €CJIH OBl HE OTHOCHJIOCH KO MHeE. ATa,
30JI0TOM OKpacC SBHO OBIIT He OBIT Jy4lllei ugeel BO BCEM MUpe.

Co BpeMeHeM OH IepecTaa CMOTPETh Ha MeHS, KakK XKUPASH Ha TOPSYYIO MUIITY, ¥ OTKPHUT IIUCHMO.
Mepo moxoxe He oOpalllaj BHUMAHUS, OH YIIET Ha 0aTKOH ¥ TaM IMIPHUCBUCTHIBAI. MHe OBIII0O HEMHOTO
MI000IBITHO, YTO OH TaM [ejiall, HO Kak 10 MHe, MMChEMO OBIJIO Topa3fo BaxkHee. Ero oter yntan
TEKCT, 00pMoYa ero BCIyX.

Hy maBaii, MyXUK, TpoMYe, MHe TOXKe UHTEPECHO, YTO TaM.

HecMmoTps Ha MO MBICJIEHHBEIE IPOCHOBI, My2K4MHA MIPOM0IKal HEBHATHO O0pPMOTaTh, a KJieTKa Oblia
He TI0f] TEM YTJIOM, YTOOB MOXKHO OBIJIO IPOYUTATh, YTO TaM. B KOHIIEe KOHIIOB MHE BCE TaK XKe
IPUXOOMIIOCH KAaTh BEPAUKT. YYUTHIBAS 3amax 3[aHUs U TUCbMO, Y MeHs ObUIX IIJIOXUe
IIPEIYyBCTBUS OTHOCUTEJIBHO MOEU CyObOHI.

Oren; Mepo 3aKOHYHUJ YUTATh ¥ 3afyMYMBO TOCMOTPEN Ha MeHs. I[Tapy pa3 mepeBeqs B3rs[ C MEHS
Ha IMUCBMO U 006pPaTHO OH IOX0XKe YTO-TO peluus. OH HaKJIOHUJICS U OTKPHII IEKOJIAY Ha ABEPIe
KJIeTKHA. OH OCTOPOXKHO HAKJIOHU KJIETKY U HEPEIIUTEIbHO BCTPSIXHYI €€. OH IBITAJICA BHITAIIUTD
MEHS, HO S He YBEPEeH, YTO 5 X04y MMOKHUAATH CBOI0 YKPOMHYIO KJIIETOUYKY Pafy 3TOTO YKPHITOTO
KOCTSIMU cTOIa. OH CBEPHYJI MMCHMO U IIOMBITAJICS UCIIOIb30BATh €T0, YTOOH aKKYPATHO BRITOIKHYTh
MeHs. JIydllle MHe BBIJIE3TH, TTIOKa OH He IpUAyMas 4ero-to 6omee rpyooro.



[TOKMHYB KIJIETKY S YCTPEMHUJIICS K OHOM U3 3TUX OOIBLUINX KOCTEN. BHITTIAIeNa oHa KakK I1jiedeBast
KOCTb KaKOT0-TO JKMBOTHOTO, @ MOXKET YaCTh €T0 Ta3a, TPYAHO ONpedesuTh 1o KycKy. Ho 4To s
3aMeTHJI, TaK TO, YTO KOCTh OblyIa CBexKeil, OHa Oblyla MOYTH YTO COYHOM. Hy 4TO XKe, 3TO KYTKOBATO.

Most mapaHo#is Oblsla TpepPBaHa TeM, YTO OH MOTSHYJCS KO MHe. OH B OIpegeIéHHOM CMEICIIe 3Hal,
4yTO OH menas. OH Jepxasl CBOI0 PYKY HU3KO ¥ JBUTAJI €€ Me[JIeHHO, YTOOH 5T He UCIyTaICs. ITO
Ob1I0 OBl ITPABUITBHEIM PEIIeHHueM IIPH IOOX0fe K XXKMUBOTHOMY. Ho BCEé ke, s He OBbITT 2KUBOTHBIM,
OTIMPAIOIIMMCS Ha CBOM MHCTHUHKTHI, ST OB pa3yMHBIM. Hy 110 KpaliHei Mepe JOCTaTOYHO Pa3yMHBIM,
yTOOBI He XKeJlaTh, YTOOB MyKYKMHA, KOTOPHIM IePKUT KYCKA MEPTBLIX JKMBOTHHIX y Ce0s Ha CTOJe,
KacaJicsi MeHs.

VX THI, @ 9TOT MYKUK [AEUCTBUTEILHO TEPIIEJIUBLIN.

4 Ovln 3aHAT B UTPy U30erail pyK CTPAIIHOTO YeJI0BeKa, KOT/ia YCIIbIIIal Pe3Kril 3BYK OT KOT'0-TO
CHapyXHU.

*ccceexx*
*BuBBPH*
*BuBOh*
*Budh*

Pa3HoIBeTHHIN I'PUG B3MAXHYJT KPBUIbSIME U IIPU3EMITUAIICS Ha 0anKoHe. Y MTHUIIH ObIIM KOPUYHEBHIE
KPHIIBS, XBOCT U CIIMHA C SPKO OPaHKeBLIMU T'OJIOBOM, TPyabio ¥ HoraMu. Ha ero 6esom nutie Gbiiu

YEpHbIE OTMETHHBI, KOTOPhIE TSHYJIUCh BHU3 OT €0 I'Jla3 ¥ IPSIMO K ero KiioBy. ITo Oblyia KpacuBas
IITULIA. A TaK XKe OrpOMHas.

Ila oHa Takas Xe B BEICOTY, KaK ¥ MaJIb4yuK. Mepo ObIIT He TAaKUM HU3KUM [IJIST €70 PAaHHET0
TIOMPOCTKOBOTO BO3pACTa, HO IOX0XKe YTO OH HaBEPHSIKA II03aUMCTBYET POCT y oTia. Korma mruila
BJIETEJIAa B OUC S IMOHSIJ, YTO OHA HaBEepPHOe JOCTHUTasIa M0 Mom00poaKa MaaburKa. [la 3T0 HaMHOTO
OoJsbile, yeM y1ro0ast IITHIlA Ha 3eMJIe.

"TIpuBeT, ®eH, KaK THI, HeBoYKa?" (Mepo)

['pu¢ mpormera B OTBET U MPOTSHYJIA CBOO II€10, YTOOI MOTEPETHCS KITI0BOM 00 ero meéKy. Mepo ¢
9HTY3Ma3MOM Haydall €€ IJIafuThb, Pa3riaxkuBas rpeOeHb U IIPOBOAS aIbLlaMH 10 €€ TTEePhSIM.

CrycTst HECKOJIBKO CEeKYH[I UX 00BSTHUH U TIOIBITOK €T0 OTIla CXBaTUTh MeHs, Mepo mog6exkan K
ctomny. OH CXBaTUJI OMHY U3 CBEKHUX KOCTel u Opocun eé deHe, KOTopas B BO3[Ayxe MoiMarna eé u
3arnotuia nenukoM. Oy, KaxKeTcs s IIOHSJ IS Yero 3[IeCh KOCTH, Telepb MHE CTHIIHO, UTO S AyMall,
YTO 3TOT MyXKHK KaKOH-TO KOCTe-IICHXOTAT.

"W 4TO C 9TUM APEBECHHIM MOHaXOM? YUuTeNlIbHUIIA HE CKa3ala MHE, 3a4eM Hafio OBIIO0 IepenaTh ero
tTebe. M 0Ha pacckasaja HaM B KjacCe, YTO OH MYTaHTHEIHA 3Beps." (Mepo)



[TapeH€EK xBaTaj NaNWHLL Ipecc-Tanbe OOHY 3a APyTrou u ckapMmiusan ux ®eHe, Kotopas Ovlia
IOBOJIbHA BHUMaHUeM. [larta Mepo ke, ¢ OPyroil CTOPOHEL, BCE TakK Ke He OTBOOUI OT MEeHS B3TJIAL.
OH yTIOpPHO IPOAOIKAJ NEITAaThCS IOWMaTh MeHS, TyCTh OJHOM PyKOii caBuran cBoOomHble OymMaru
1071 KOCTH, KOTOPBIE €r0 CHIH eIllé He CKOPMUI rpudy.

"¢l He COBCEM yBEPEH, YTO 3TO MyTAHTHBIM 3B€Ph. ITO MOXKET OLITh MYXOBHEIM 3Beph. OHA TyMaer,
YTO OH MOXKET OBITh XOPOILIUM Maru4eCcKuM 3BepeM st ACTepsl. MesnruHa 3HaeT, YTO OHa B
TIOIXOMSIIEM IJIs1 KOHTPAKTOB BO3pAcTe U MTOyMaJsia, YTO MbI 3aXOTUM BeIOOp mobosbie." (0Tell
Mepo)

Arach, OHU IIpUpyYaTeNd, U 1 He 3Hal0, YTO U AyMaTh. f KOHeYHO MOor Obl Mompo6oBaTh cOexkaTh, HO
oxozxKe mober OyHeT TsxKesee, YeM KazKeTCs, 3TOT TapeHb KaXkeTCsl celyac [0BOJIbHO MeJJIEHHbIM,
HO S MOT'Y CKa3aTh, YTO OH T'OTOB BEIKMHYTh YTO YTOTHO. ITHU JIEHUBLEIE 3aXBAThl TOYHO HE MOTYT OBITH
CaMBIMH ero OBICTPBEIMH, @ €CJIH 5 IPEeBPALIYCh B IMTOJIHEIA pa3Mep, TO MHE HUKAK He OCTaThCs B
ropoge.

B Knacce s y3Has, 4TO JIOOU OCTEPEraloTcs MarnuyeckKux 3Bepei. §1 3abpascs Tak ganeko Omaromapst
MaJIEeHbKOMY pa3Mepy ¥ TOMY, YTO s IOCYIIHO ce0s Beqy. [Toxoxke, YTO KOTHa IMOSIBISETCS
Maru4ecKuil 3Bepb, TO MECTHEIE CTPEMSITCST YIOCTOBEPUTHCS, YTO OH He OymeT omaceH mis mopein. U
s1 MOTY 9TO MOHSATH. JIIogoensl Ha 3eMJie CTanu Obl MPo6IEeMON, IYCTh JaXKe OHU He CTPeJIsid OBl
MOJIHUSIME ¥ He KHIATUCh TaHKaMH. TaK 4TO IIOKa YTO JIydIle BCero mIst MeHs OymeT BHTISIeTh
6e3BpenHbIM. MHe He HY>KHO, YTOOBI 3@ MO0 TOJIOBY Ha3HAUMIIK HArpafdy, IIOTOMY 4TO 5 XKy He
MOXKMOYCh, TIOKa 3TOT JIOBEI] He TIOKWHET KOMHATY, YTOOH! ST MOT' COEXKaTh.

"Tel yBEpEH, UTO X0Yelllb UCII0Ib30BaTh IpeBeCHOro MOHaxa? OHU [OJIr0 He XKUBYT U [I0X0XKE He
TaKye CUJIbHEIE. ...a 9TO MalbuMK UJIA JEeBOYKA?
aKue C €. ...a 9To Ma eBouka?" (Mepo)

i

A BOT 9TO XOpoIuii Bonpoc. f gaxe u He JyMasl IpoBepATh. [la ¥ 0TKyHda MHe 3HaTh? Hy TO eCTh, HET
0Cco00¥ pas3HUIlE, YYUTHIBAS, UTO ST HACEKOMOE. B KHUTe CKa3aHO, YTO AYXOBHEIE U MYTaHTHBIE 3BEPU
He MepefaT CBOU CHUJIbI, HO KaK ObI 51 He YBePeH, YTO X04y POMAHTHYECKUX OTHOUIEHUH C IPYTUM
HACEKOMEIM... 51 B JTI0O0OM Bufe He ¢aHaT 300¢punuu. [la ¥ MOMUPATh S He HaMepeH, HY TyT XOTs Obl
TPY30BUKOB HET.

"9TO camell, 3TO MOXKHO CKa3aTh II0 YUCITy CEKIIMM Ha XKUBOTe. Tak ke TeOe CTOUT 3alIOMHUTD, YTO
9TO Maru4ecKuii 3Beph, TaK YTO OH IMIPOKUBET TOPA3I0 HOJIbIIEe, YeM OOBIYHBIN JPEBECHBIH MOHAX.
YTo HACUET CUJILL.. OyMeT Iydlle, eClid TBOS CECTPa II0KAa YTO He MOJIYYUT HU4ero ocobo onacHoro."
(mama Mepo)

910 0OHAIEXKUBAECT.
"A mouemy HeT? Tl monyuun ®eHe, korga Obl1 peOEHKOM, Ia ¥ MaMa nojyuuna Ilepudaca, Kak
CBoero nepsoro 3seps." (Mepo)

"TBOsI MaTh UCKITIOUEHHUE, OHA CITy4alHO OCHOBajla KOHTPAKT ¢ [Tepudacom. He roBops yX 0 TOM, 4TO
OH TIPUHEC e¥ MHOTO mpobiieM, TT0Ka TBOM OeOyIIKa He B3/ U He Hay4uJl €€ MPUBSI3bIBATh. YTO [0



MEHS, MOMM IIePBEIM Maru4ecKuM 3BepeM Obl [Tanu u oH Bcerma ObLI IOBOJIBHO CIIOKOMHBIM Jaxe
IJIST JKaKaJIomel. M maxe THI IEPBHIM CcHesiajl KOHTPAKT ¢ TapTapu, He Tak nu?" (mama Mepo)

[TapeHb KMBHYJ U YCTABUJICSI Ha MeHSI, CJIOBHO OH CYUTAJl MeHS 4eM-T0 00JbIIKNM, YeM IIPOCTO
Oecmone3noit OnecTsaukoi. Tak ke OH mpekpaTun KugaTh eHe Koctu. bBymaru Ha cToje Temnepb
OblT cOOpaHBl B TPH 3allyTaHHBIE CTONKU. DeHe M0X0XKe PaCcCTPOUIIACH, YTO MEPEKYC 3aKOHYUIICS,
OHa IIpoJieTeNla K CTOJIy ¥ Hayajla CMOTPETh Ha MeHs, IT0Ka 5 IPOJ0JIzKaJl yBOPAUYUBAThCS OT XBaTKU
oTLa.

Y ®eHe Oblnu Mopa3uTeNbHEIE U yCTPAlaoIKe T1a3a. belok O6bl1 TEMHOKPACHBIM, a He KaK 0OBIYHO
6ensM. [Ta emré u pagyxkHas 0001049Ka Oblla SpKocepeOpsHHOTO I[BeTa. B uTore riasa nopaxanu. 9
TIOYTH YYBCTBOBAJI, KaK MEHS 3aCachkiBaeT YEPHAs ObIpa B CepeOPsSTHOM OHUCKe MOCPeIu KPacHOT0
MOpSI.

He He He, g He cobupaloch OBITb €[0Y [AJIS IITULB T0CNIe TaKUX TPYHAOB N30eraHus CTaTh Ybeu-To
enou. f OBICTPO IPHITHYJ Haf IPOTSHYTOU PYKOW MyKYMHEI, 3aCKOYMII B KIIETKY U 3amep 3a co001

nBEpILy.

Knetka OBl He OCTaHOBMIIA IITUITY, €C/IX OBl OHA Ha YTO-TO PEILIUIach U s 3TO 3Haj. Llenms Oblta
IIPeJoTBPATUTh CTydalHyI0 IIOMMKY MeHs KaK KoH(peTKy 3a0aBHOTr0 pasMmepa. Hapeiocs, 3To gact
MHE JOCTATOYHO BPEMEHHU, YTOORI MyKUKMHA MEHS CIIac.

MyxX4rHa IIOCMOTpeI Ha Tpuda, I0oToM Ha MeHs. OH 10X03Ke YTO-TO PEIINI, BCTaB U OTIPaBUuB Mepo
u OeHy nopmanbie. ¥ Korga OHM OTIPaBUIIUCE TI0 CBOUM [eJlaM, OH MTOHEC MEHS BHU3.

Bcs 9Ta BO3HS 1Po 'co3MaHKe KOHTPAKTa' T0X0XkKe BaXKHOE JeJi0, K CYaCThIo, 3TOTO He OyHeT mpsMo
cemuac. 4 nmpaBma npeanoyéen Ou n30eraTh KaKoro-nubo padctsa. U s OBl X0TENT KaKMM-TO 00pa3om
00IIaTHCS C OKPYKAIIIUMU, HO TeIlepb He YBepeH, HACKOJIbKO 3T0 OymeT 6e30IacHOo.
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