BmacTtes MMnepaTopa.

I'maBa 1828 - Kpaxka kapToderns.

Yepes HekoTopoe BpeMs Jlu Llu E moen BTOpoi KyCOK U HOTSHYJICS 3@ TPETHHM, HO CTAPHK TYT XKe
OTMaXxHYJICS OT HEr0 ¥ CXBATUJI CKOBOPOIKY.

“9T0 melicTBUTENbHO HeoOxomuMo?” - JIu 1lu E He yhepxkacs oT yne0Ky - «Bcero ise
KapTOoheIruHbL. »

«Jla, 9T0 MOS efa Ha OnmuKaime aBa OHA.» - CTapUK He MPOSBUII HUKAKOM 2KaJIOCTH U OepxKaJics 3a
CKOBOPOJKY Tak, cyioBHO 1u Ly E cobuparcs orpabuts ero. Ero ckymo# Bup OblsT BechMa 3abaBeH.

«3HAYMT, TH BCE eIlle 0 YeM-TO 3a00THIILCS, HapuMep, o efe. Eciu Bl He clenaeTe XOTs OBl 9TOTO,
TO 9T0 OyIET NeNCTBUTEILHO OXUaHue cMepTu 6e3 3a00T B Mupe.» - JIu Llu E ynwei6Hyncs.

«ZK[@aTh CMEpTH - 9TO He TO Ke CaMoe, YTO YMUPATh C TON0AY.» - CTapUK IOYHUCTUI elre OOHY
KapTodenuHy U MefjieHHO chell ee. OH OBLTI OUYeHb [TOUTUTEJIEH K efie, He XKejas TePSATb HU
MaJiedlen KPOLIKY.

«3T0 mpaBma.» - Jlu lu E 3amormya.

YeoBek, 0XKUOAIOIINN CMEPTH, He [NOJKeH rojofaTh. boyee TOro, rojof He yObET 3TOTO YeI0BEKa.
910 OBlNa OBOMCTBEHHOCTD KEeJIaHUS KUTh U YMEPETh, YTO IIPUBEJIO K ITedaIbHEIM JHSM BIEPENH.

«HeT HU4ero 60ee My4uTENIbHOTO, YeM OXKUaHNE HEIOCTUXKUMON CMePTHU.» - JIu [u E TUXOHBKO
B3[OXHYII.

«TBl HE YYBCTBYEIIb TOT'O Ke caMoro?» - CTapuk IIOCMOTPEJSI Ha HEro U ckasajl - “XOpPOHUTH TeX, KTO
mo6UT 1 3a60TUTCS 0 TeOe, TEX, KOTO THI JTIOOUIIE... MJIK KOTTIa BCE ellle XKUBH, HO HEe MOTYT
BCTPETUTHCS CHOBA. f TONMBKO XKAY, YTOOBI IOXOPOHUTE Ce0sT, HO THI? BBl TOXOPOHUIM CITUIITKOM
MHOT0 JIomeit.”

Crapuk 6vin1 paB HacueT 6oy JIu Lu E. B xonue Kou1oB JIu 111 E oTBeTHI CO B3MOXOM - «THI TOXKeE
CHenasn 3To, KaK ¥ BCce OIPyrue UMIIEPATOPHI, €CJIM TOJIBKO OHM HE YMPYT PaHo. ITO Hen30exkKHO, Jaxke
ecny oHu OymyT IPSATaThCS Ha Pa3BeJOYHOM IJIoIafKe. Pa3Be He 10 9TOM MPHUYKUHE Bl BRIOpAK 3TOT
IIyTH?»

Crapuk KaTeropuuecku orpunan - «HeT. d npocTo xoTesn sToro. Bce BOpyr cTano Ka3aThCsa
HEe3HAYUTENIbHBEIM, eQUHCTBEHHBIM CIIaCeHHEM CTajla CMEPTh.»

«Byny4u B COCTOSHUM OTIIYCTUTDh TOXKe Xopoias Bellb. Hy Xe, may MHe elue opHy.» - JIu Lu E
B3OOXHYJI ¥ TIOTSHYJICS 3a APYTrOM KapTO(deInHOM.

«HeT.» - CTapuK peLuTeIbHO 0TKA3aJICH.

«Tel gomxeH.» - JIu Ll E He cTan TpaTUTh NTUIIHKX CJIOB X OPOCUIICS BIepef, Kak rpabutens. TeM
BpEMeHEeM CTapHUK 3alllHilan CKOBOPOAY IIeHOM COOCTBEHHOM KU3HU.

3a KOPOTKOe BpeMsi OHU 00a Iojiarajuch Ha rpy0yio Culy, Kak CMepTHBIE, KaTaloIuecs 1o 3emie. JIu
Lu E, momxHo OBITH, TONYyYHI KapTO(eNnrnHy, a CTaPUK MHITAICST OCTAaHOBUTDH €T0 U30 BCEX CHIIL.

[TocToponHue OblIM OB TOPaXKEHH!, eCIu OBl YBUOEH, KaK OHU OePYyTCs 3a KyCoK KapTodens. OnHuM



13 HUX OBbIJIa TEMHAs pyKa 3a 3aHaBECOM, IIPaBUTENh JE€BSITH MUPOB. [[pyrasi CTOpOHa ObljIa BIACTHHIM
6eccMePTHEIM UMIIEPATOPOM.

«TBI 4TO, OTOPOCHUIT CBOIO MOpab? ITOT CTAPUK TPYAUIICS Pagy KapTOILIKU, YTOOBI OCTAThCS B JKUBHIX,
a THI 3allles1 Tak [aneko, 4To orpabusn MeHs? [JOCTOMH U T 3BaHUS YYUTEIsT BecCMepTHBIX
uMIepaTopoB?!» - CTapuK He CHaBasiCs U XKalobHO Kpudal.

B koH1e koH10B, JIu ITu E Bce eme 6b1 Mosion 1 9HeprudeH. OH CXBaTHUJI KapPTOLIKY U 6e3Kal0CTHO
IIHYJI CTapHKa, a TOTOM PacCMesiyics - «3agHulla Mos, S B300pascs Ha OeCSITKU BEPIINH TOJIBKO IS
TOTO, YTOOHI HOOPATHCS MO 3TOTO MECTa, I'ie IITUIlL faXKe raguTh He XOTAT. 3[leCh HET HU 4Yas, HU
maxke BOMHL 15 rocTeii. Hy u 4To, ecnu 51 orpabiiio TBOIO KapTOLIKY?!»

«Crapsiit yoniomok!» - CTapuK CXBaTUJICS 3a CKOBOPOAKY, I'isinsd Ha JIu Lu E u uT0-TO GopMoOua cebe
107 HOC.

«CoBepIIeHHO BepHo.» - JIu 111 E ouncTun kapTodenuny 1 HeTOPOIINBO OTKYCHII KyCOdeK - “Thl
MOJIOZIOM YOIONOK, 51 CTaphli YOIIONOK.”

«ThI HOMXKEH MHE [IeHeT Ha MOXOPOHH!» - CTapuk mpoOdopMoTa - «¢ HeBepOsSTHO CTap, HO MHE BCe
PABHO MPUXOAUTCS PabOTATh LEJIBIH NeHb TOJIBKO 7S TOTO, YTOORI II0ECTh, a THl BCE PABHO MEHS
orpabun!»

“T'Bl BCe paBHO XK[EIIL CMEPTH, FOJION - He TaKas YX Ijtoxasd cMepTts.” - JIu [u E MI'HOBEHHO TOTOBOTO
KapToQesns U OTBETHUII.

«Mynak.» - CTapuK BEIpyTajcs.

«9B, 6yap 6oJIee KyIbTYPHEIM, ITOXKaNyHCTa, IIOCKOJIBKY TH BCe ellle beccMepTHEIN uMIiepaTop.
HeyXeny 3TOT IIyM efiCTBUTENLHO HeOGX0AUM 13-3a HECKONbKMX KapTodemus?» - JIu 1u E
yneIOHYICS - «Pa3Be TH HE IOMHHUIIL CBOIO MOJIOAOCTh? KaKiM pacTOYUTENTEHEIM U
9KCTpaBaraHTHBLIM Tkl ObUI, BEIOpPACHIBasi HEHbTY Ha BeTep 6e3 BCSIKOM 3a00TEHL.»

«[Tpominoe ecTh IPOLLIOE, a ITO HacTosiee. Ecu y Bac eCTh MUJIIMOH 30JI0THIX CIUTKOB ¥ TOJIBKO
OOVH KYCOK I1aliKa, BBl IIPEANOYTETE OTAATH 30JI0TO MM Ballly €IUHCTBEHHYIO €My, YYUTHIBAs, YTO BB
Oosblie He MOXKETe KYIIUTh?»

«Kaxk rny6oko.» - JIu I1u E yne6HYICS ¥ CHOBa IPOTSAHYII PYKY - “S ellle He COBCEM CHIT, ellje OfHy.”
«B TBOEM CHe.» - CTapuK Kpemnue cxajl CKOBOPOKY.

JIu 1l E He o6paTuia BHUMaHKe Ha ero paspemnesre. ITocie KOpoTKoit 60pL0bl cTapyK Ipourpan Jiu
u E eme ogHy KapTodenuny.

JIu 1Tz E moen u ymoBIeTBOPEHHO MOXJIONal ce0s mo XKMUBOTY - “SI yMaio, 3T0 HOpMalbHO, HUKAKOTO
BeccmepTHOTO 4as, HO, 110 KpaliHel Mepe, Y MEHS eCTbh HECKOIBKO KapTodenuH. M He ¢ MyCTEIMU
pykamu.”

«Ho 51 Te6s1 He mpuriamarna.» - C HeC4aCTHEIM BULOM CKa3all CTapuK.

JIu 1lu E otBeTnn - «4 3HaI0, YTO I He3BaHHIH FOCTh, HO BCE MBI YyeM TBOe IIPOKJIATOE 3/I0BOHKE. B
TOT MOMEHT, KOTJa g IOOHSJICA CIOfa, I TOXKe II0YYBCTBOBAJ BKYC, I03TOMY 51 mpubexkar, 4ToOk!
YKpacTh Bally egy~!»



«Yyutens BeccMepTHEIX UMIEPATOpoB? CKopee GaHAUT-XynuraH.» - [I[pobopMoTas crapuk cebe mox
HOC.

JIu 1lu E 3acmesiscs u ckasan - “9To npasfa, S 0aHIUT, TPabsAIIKil OT IEBATOrO [0 HEeCATOr0 MUPA.
OTKaXuCh JaTh MHE YTO-HUOYOb, U S TPOCTO BO3BMY 3TO CUJION.”

CrapHK c mpe3peHueM nocMotpen Ha JIu ITu E. HukTo HU4Yero He Mor IofesaTh C 3TUM IPO6IeMHBIM
IIapHeM, [laXKe UMIIePaTOPHL.

JIu 1lu E nepecTan rpaGuTh CTapuKa IOCHE TOTO0, KaK HaeJics NOCHTa, U yILOHYICd - “He HyKHO
ObITH HECUACTHEIM, 51 HaBellalo Tebs TOJIbKO pa3 B MUJIJIMOHE JIET, TakK YTO HaxKe ecyu OHl S yKpa
TBOIO KapTOIIKY, 3TO He 00BIYHOE siBjeHue. [Tocie 3TOro 51 CHOBa yoery.”

«Torga mpoBanuBaill mpsiMo ceiiyac.» - CTapuK BOBCe He coOUpasics 3agepKuBaTh rOCTS.

JIu 1lu E HeToponnuBo ckasan - «He cnemm, He cremy. VX TH, 5 [0 CHX 0P IOMHIO, KaK B IeBATH
MUpPax TH ObLJT TAKUM T'aJlaHTHBIM U JIUXUM, YeJIOBEKOM C OeCUMCIeHHEIMYU TIOKJIOHHUKaMU, HauuHas
OT IOHBIX JIe[IX U 3aKaH4MBas 3peJIbIMU KeHaMu. MoxkeT ObITh, THl yKe CTapuK, HO He Beou cebs Tak
CKyIO.»

CTapHk He OTBeTHJI. Bce ero BHUMaHue OBIZIO COCPEOTOYEHO Ha 3allKUTe TOr0, YTO OCTAIIOCh OT €ro
eqbl.

“Ecnu ObI He TBOE IIPOKJIITOE 37I0BOHUE, s OBl BOOOIIIE He y3Ha Tebs, UMIlepaTopa, KOTOPHIM Bcerga
ropgo yneibancs.” - JIu Ly E ceHTHMeHTaNbHO CKa3all.

9TOT cTapuK ObIT HeoOegUMBIM UMIIEPATOPOM, KOTOPHIHM B MOJIOIOCTH OBLI OY€Hb KPAcUB U
repounydeH. [locie cBOero BO3HECEHUS OH IOXUTHII CEPALla MHOTUX OOTUHB U (el. ITOT mapeHb faxe
JKEHHUJICS Ha CaMO¥ KPAaCUBOM XEeHIIUHE B MUPE.

[Tocne npuOHITUS B ECATHIN MU €T0 UMIIEPAaTOPCKUYN U HafIMEHHBIN CTU/Ib HUUYTh He YMEHbBIIUJICS.
OH maxe B3s171 ce0e B KEHbI CaMyI0 KPACUBYIO AbSIBOJIUIY TOT'O TOKOJIEHMUS.

YBEI, ITOCJIE AOTHX JIET 3TOT HECPaBHEHHBIN UMIIEPaTOp IIPEBPATUIICS B CTapuKa, Ka3ayioch Obl,
c1aboro 1 nofaBIeHHOr0 00JIe3HBI0, HECIIOCOOHOT 0 IIOJTHOLIEHHO IUTATHCS.

«JTOT MEIIOK C KOXKel He BEIIEPKUT TeUueHUsI BpeMeHu.» - Cr1abo cKa3ajl cTapuk, OyATo BCe ele
Hegoenal.

KoHeuHo, 370 Ob1I0 He TaK. Bynyuu HermoOeguMEIM CYIIECTBOM, OH MOT IT0Ka3aTh CBOO
HeIIPeofoIUMYI0 aypy U CTUJIb B JII0O0M MecTe. OGHAKO OH OCTaBUJI CBOe COOCTBEHHOE TeTIO.

«4l xo4y cka3aTh Tebe TObKO OfHO: XOPOIIO OBITh XKUBBIM.» - JIu Llu E mocMoTpern Ha cTapHKa
Me[JIEHHO IIPOU3HEC.

CTapuK MOOHSI Ha HEr0 CePhe3HbIi B3TJISAA ¥ OTBETHUN - “ThI IEeHCTBUTEIBHO TaK JyMaems?”

JIu 1lu E 3apymancs B TUIIKMHE, IpeXe YeM TOPXKeCTBeHHO KUBHYTh - «ECTh 6071b 1 6eCIIOMOIIHOCTS
Cpenu OOJITHX JIeT, HO B KOHEYHOM CueTe, s BCe ellle XKuB. 1 He yMpy, TOKa He [IOCTUTHY CBOeH
HABSI3UMBOM 1I€JIM, ¥ HUKOTIa He coaMcs. BoT mouemy s 6yoy MpOmOIKaTh KUTh.»

«Cpaxatics [0 KoHIa.» - CKa3al CTapuk.

JIu 1Tu E cornacuncs - «[IpaBunbHO, CpaxkaiTech N0 KOHIIA. f He MMaAy [0 mocnenHen OUTBH,



HEe3aBHCHUMO OT TOTr'O, KTO XO4eT Y6I/ITB MEeHS ¥ KakK 00JIbHO XHUTh!»

«/IMeTh 11eJTb ¥ MEUTY - 3TO XOPOII0, He00XOAUMO AJIS SPKOM KU3HU.» - CTapuK CMOTpEJ Ha
TOPU30HT 3aTyMaHeHHBIMHU I'ma3aMu. KTo 3HaeT, MOT I OH BUAETH ICHO WU HET?

«MeuTaTh MOXKET KaxmsIil.» - JTu Llu E ckazat.

«ThI IBITAEIIBCS YOEOUTh MEHS TPUCOETUHUTELCS K MOCNieqHel OuTBe?» - CTapUK OTJISTHYJICS ¥ CKa3all
- «K coxkaJieHu1o, BbI BEPHETECH C IIYCTBIMU PyKaMu. f IPOKIIST, ¥ 9Ta ABEPh Ha 1ojie OUTBH He
OTKPOEeTCs mJis MeHs. JIro00#, KTO TOCMOTPUT Ha MeHs, yoexuT. MHade s ObI MPUCOSIUHUIICS K 3TOH
ouTBE.»

«3abymp 00 3TOM, ¢ TOOOM BCe BOMCKA MOTEPSIOT 60eBoM myx.» - JIu u E mokauaJ ToI0BO¥ ¥ CKa3all -
“¢1 3mech He mJIsT TOTO, YTOOBI 3aCTABUTh TEOS APAThCs, TOTOMY YTO THI BCE PABHO He MOXKEIIh 3TOT0
coenarts.”
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