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- Het! - ot yBupmenHoro cepaiie Maructpa [loToka IIpefkoB Ha MrHOBeHUe 601€3HEHHO CXKaJloCh U
3aMepJio Y Hee B rpyau. Yepe3 KaKoe-TO BpeMs OHa HaKOHeLl CMOrJIa BEIIOXHYTh U MPOIIenTaa:

- Tol He Moxelb yMepeTs! TH BCe elre B JONTY Iepeno MHOM!

B 10 XKe camoe BpEeMs BO MHOTHX UMIIEPATOPCKUX HaCleOousa BOPYT BHE3dIIHO CTAJIO CBETJIO KaK THEM.
B3pBIB B HapCTBe HpeJIKOB OCBETHUJI UMIIEPATOPCKHUE 3€PKajla OCIIEIIUTEJIbHO HpKOfI BCIIBIIIIKOM.
B3pBIB HOI[OﬁHOfI CHUJIBI MOT O3HA4aTh JIAIIb OOHO - MHUPY IIPUIIE]T KOHEeIl.

bnennble KakK Men IIPpEedKu TPSACIIHNUCE OT CTPaXd, CTPYAUBIIKNCE Y OCJIIEIIUTEJIbHO APKUX 3€PKall.
MHorue ¥ BOBCe OKa3aluch Ha 3eMiie. JIuIlb CIIyCTs KaKO€-TO BpeMdA OCJIETINTEJIBHLIN CBET IIOMEDK, a
3aTeéM B BOBCE MCY€e3 U3 3epPKall.

3epKaJIa IIOTePAJIN IeJib, B HUX HE 0CTAJIOCh HUYET O, JINIIb JaBAIlasd IIyCTOTa.

- HapctBo [IpenkoB ucuesno ¢ aulla 3eMJIU? - BCe OIIEJIOMJIEHHO TJISfeNy TyAa, TOe elle MUHYTY
Ha3a[ HaXOOUJICS OPEeBHUM U MOTYIIeCTBEeHHbIH opaeH. HecMmoTps Ha To, uTo LlapcTBo IIpemkoB GbII0
He CTOJIb OTPOMHO, Kak CBsImeHHbIH Huxuut Mup, TeM He MeHee, 3TO OBIJ IeJIbIi OTHEIbHEIA MUD
WU, IPYTUMH CJI0OBaMH, OTPOMHBIN 00KECTBEHHBINM I'POT B IPYTOM MHUPE, HAaCTOJIbKO
MOTYIIIeCTBEHHEIH, YTO faxe beccmepTHOMy MMIiepaTopy He ymanoch OBl C TETKOCThIO YHUYTOKHUTD
3TOT HeOObIIoN MAPOK. OfMHAKO Ha 3TOT pa3 apCcTBO UCYe3TI0 ¢ ulla 3eMiH, LlapcTtso [Ipenkos
IepecTaso CyLleCTBOBATE.

- A 41O XKe ¢ cepeOPUCTHIM BOLOBOPOTOM? - 03alad€HHO Tpo00pMOTaI ONUH U3 IpenkoB TpoHa
Mupuapnst Kocteii. - OH 4TO, TOXKe B30pBaJICA?

- HeT, ero mpocTo OTHECTIO B3PHIBOM, - TOKA4YaB T'OJI0BOM, OTBETHUII MPENOK, HAaXOMUBIIUNCS TIPH
CMepTH.

- IIpenok, 4To 3TO 3a IITyKa? - OCTOPOKHO IIOMHTEPECOBAJICS APYroy npenok. - OHa Ka3anach XKUBOH
U MBICTsAIEN. Heyxkenu oHa Kak-TO CBs3aHa C IPOXMCX0XKIEHNEM HAC, TPU3PAKOB?

- f He 3HAIO0, - TUXOHBKO B3OOXHYJI CTaPHUK. - Cel"OJIHHI.HHI/Ie COOBITHSI OKOHYATEJIbHO COMIIM MEHS C
TOJIKY. BOJBIIMHCTBO U3 HUX OLIIM HACTOJIBKO YOUBUTEJIbHBIMY, KaKUX 1 HUKOT'IA B 2KU3HH HE BUOEII.

OcrasnbHble IPeIKu MoT4anu. X gpeBHUM KaK caMO BPpEMS M OMBITHBIA OpaT Ok aOCOMIOTHO IIPaB.
Onu u mpencTaBuTh ceOe He MoriH, 4To LlapcTBo IIpeikoB MOXKHO YHUYTOXUTL. OObeqUHUBIIUCS,
TpUHaAATh beccMepTHBIX MIMIIepaTOPOB CMOTJIM JOOUTHCS HENCTBUTEILHO HEBEPOSTHEIX
Pe3ynIbTaToB.

Tem BpeMeHneM B Peke Tricsiuu Kapmos, cTos nepeq COOCTBEHHBIM UMIIEPAaTOPCKUM 3epKasioM, JIaHb
FOn YKy B3#pOTHYJIa U TaK KPENKO C¥Kaja KyJaK{, YTO ee HOT'TH BIIMJIUCH B KOXKY, OCTABUB I'TTyO0KMe
OTMETHHEL.

- He BomHy#iCs, - TOMIBITANICS YCIIOKOUTE ee [10CTONOYTEeHHBIN AH. - Yada mi00UT 9TOr0 MapHUIIKY.
YTo-TO MHE IO[ICKa3hIBaET, YTO €0 TaK IIPOCTO He YOUTE.

Ho HecMmoTps Ha 9TH CI0Ba, caM OH B I'NTyOMHe AyIIX He OYeHb-TO B HUX BepUJI. YTellas 1u oH JlaHb
FOu Yxy, unu xe OBITANICSA YCIOKOUTD ce0sl, HeU3BECTHO.

Paspymusmuii lapctso IIpenkos B3pwiB noTpsic npenkoB beccmepTroro Koponesctsa IIpocToun



l"opr, KOTOPEIE HabIomany 3a HUM CKBO3b CBOE 3€pPKallio. Cpem/I HabmopaTenel Ovinia 1 CaHb ®aHb.

- Tonpko He ymupai, - efBa CJBIILIHO IPOM3HeCsa OHa. - EC/u T yMpelllb, MHE CTaHET 04YEHb
OOVHOKO 0e3 CBOero efUHCTBEHHOI'0 Hel0OeIMOT0 COIIepPHUKA Ha 9TOM AJTUHHOM IIyTH [1ao.

Kaxkoe-To Bpems CIIyCTs 3Ta HOBOCTH foluia u fo LlutopoH Bauclo. Ee cepaie OporHymio u oHa, He
yIepKaBLIMCh Ha HOTAX, IIJII0XHYIACh B CBOE KPECI0. YCIIOKOUBIINCH U IPUAS HaKOHell B cebsi, OHa
IIOAHSJIaCh Ha HOTHU U PEIIUTEJIbHO 3asBuila:

- HeT, FOnbI#t 'ociomuH 0OMHO3HAYHO XUB. 4 BEPIO B HETO. B MUpe HET HUYEro TakKoro, YTO MOTJIO OB
ero youts. BoT yBuguTe, OH BCe elre KUB!

B3arsg ee cTan cepbe3eH U BHITTIAENIa OHA HaCTPOEHHOU OUYEHb PEIIUTEeNIbHO. A 3aTeM, 110
IIPOIIECTBUU [IOJITOTO BpeMeHH, OHA HaKOHeI] T7Ty00KOo B3NOXHYJa U IpUHsIa A cebs
OKOHYATEJIbHOE pellleHne!

)%k

CKOJIbKO BpeMeHH IIPOIIIO, OH He 3Has. OTKpHB rnasa, Jlu 1u E ornsapencs mo croposaM. I1epBrIM,
YTO OPOCHUIIOCH MY B I'J1a3a, 0KA3aJiCsi OOBIKHOBEHHHBIN NePEeBSIHHBIHN T0M. [IpOCTEeHbKUM CHAPYKHU, OH
OBLT YKCT U ONIPSITEH, YTO MOTJIO O3HAYaTh JIUIIL OOHO - Blafesiel qoMa OblT TPYHOoI00UBEIM U
HEMHOT'O JOTOIIHEIM.

Jullu E IIOCTapascs CecTb, HO 0OHAPYKUJI, UYTO He MOXKET IOIIeBeTUThCS. ET0o TeIo 0T3hIBaIoCh
HEBBIHOCUMOI 00JIbI0 Ha JT00Y10 MOMBITKY HAIPSAYh MBIIIITH, CJIOBHO OHO BOT-BOT TOTO U TJIANU
pasBanutcsd Ha yacTd. JIu Il E Bapyr o6HapyXum, 4To 0H ObII aKKypaTHO 3aKyTaH B TKaHb; TOT, KTO
HallleJl ero, T03ab0TUICS O er0 PaHax.

OH TyT ke GBICTPO OKUHYI Ce0s B3TIIAIOM, IPUKUILIBAS B YME CBOE HHIHEIIIHEE COCTOSTHUS U
HeBeceJlo yiael0Hyscs. Ha ero Terne He OBIIO XKMBOT'O MECTA, BCE KOCTH OBITM ITePeIOMaHbl, MBIIIIIEI
Cepbe3Ho MoBpeXkaeHsl. MOXHO CKa3aTh, YTO HU OfIHA YaCTh ero Tejla He paboTaja Kak ciemyer. A
3aTeM, CBePUBIIUCH CO CBOMMH OINYIIEHUSIMY, OH 00OHAPYKHUJI, 4YTO BO JIOY V HETO IOSIBUTIOCH YTO-TO
elre - CI'YCTOK CepeOpPUCTOro CBeTa Pa3MePOM efBa i OOJbIIe Hasblia. [IpUrasaeBIICh
nosHuMaTensHee, Jlu Llu E BApyT moHsN, YTo 3TO GBI BOBCE He CBET, a CKOpee 3aMOK MM IPHKa3 B
dbopme Meuda. BecuncieHHOe MHOXECTBO CepPeOPUCTHIX OTOHBKOB CIJIETANTUCh B IOBOJILHO CJIOKHBIN 1
3amyTaHHHI y30p. Tak cpa3sy Jlu 1lu E He Mor pasrafgaTh ero CMEICTIa, eMy TpeGoBasoch BpeMsi.

BHe3amHo OH BCIIOMHUJI IIOCTIEOHUE yIap ¥ ITOC/IeIOBABIINM 32 9TUM YKACHHIH B3pHIB. UMEHHO
TOTMA, TIOYTH JIMIIUBINKCH CO3HAHUS, OH e[iBa OIIyTHJI, KaK MeIllaHWHa U3 UMIIEPAaTOPCKUX ayp B €r0
MOp€ BOCIIOMHHAHWH yXBATHJIA YTO-TO B CAMOM Ceplle cepeOpUcTOro BOMOBOPOTa. Temeps XKe OH
TIOHSIJI, YTO MHTYMIIKS €T0 He MOJBejIa ¥ UTO 9Ta cepedpucTas IITyKa Y Hero B rojioBe ObLIa TeM, YTO
OH BBITAIIXT U3 CepeOdpUCTOr0 BOOOBOPOTA.

B3pmoxuys, oH ynbiOHYICS. OH MCKas BoBce He 3T0. OTKa3aBIIKMCh OT IIEPBOHAYAIBHOTO TIJIaHa, OH
pemmn otrnpaBuThcs B LlapcTBo [IpenkoB pagu Maructpa ITotoka ITpegkoB. Cama Ol OHa HU 3@ YTO
He CIIpaBUJIach, BOT OH ¥ PEIIU e IOMOYb.

K ToMy Xe, 37ech OBITIO 1 ellle Koe-4To, BepHee Koe-KTo, Koro JIu 1Ty E xoTen oTHICKATh U3 THYHEIX
noOyxaeHui. Korma-To JaBHO 9TOT 4eJI0BEK TOXKe oTmpaBuiics B LlapcTBo ITpenkoB u 6ecciemHo
nucyes.

TeMHOe CyIIecTBO CKa3ao, 9To 3TOro YejoBeKa ¢ HuM He Obuto u JIu Llu E mosepun stomy. Korma
ITPAKTHK JOCTHUTAJl TAKOTO YPOBHS, KaK TEMHOE CO3[jaHue, eMy He OblyI0 HyKOb o6MaHbBaTh Jlu Llu



E.

Opmaxo JIu Ilu E 611 yBepeH, 4To TOT, KOTO OH HCKaJl, IpoInani uMenHo B Ilapctse IIpenmkos. Ceityac
OH iyMaJl HIb 00 OMHOM - 0 CeEpeOpPUCTOM BOIOBOPOTE, UMEHHO B 3TOM, 110 MHeHuIo JIu [u E,
KPHLIach BCS CYTh.

- JIaiHO, - TUXOHBKO B3[[OXHYJI OH, - I032K€ y MeHs OyIeT elle ONWH IIaHC.

ITo KpafIHefI Mepe€, OH BHITIOJTHUIT ABA CBOUX XKeEJIaHU, IIO3TOMY HEJIb34d CKAa3aTh, 9YTO BCE€ YCUIIUA
OBIIH IIOTPAYEeHEI BIIyCTYIO.

- O, Tax THI OYHYIICA.

IToka JIu Llu E coxpymaics 1o moBofy CBOMX YCIEeX0B ¥ Heyhad, KTO-TO THXO OTBOPHMII IBepb U
OBICTPO CKONBb3HYJ BHYTPS. JIu Llu E yBUmen, 4To pAOOM C €T0 MOCTENbI0 CTOUT 3[MOPOBLINA U CUITBHEIH
IOHOITIA.

Ila 1 KaK 3TOT I0HOIIIa MOT He OBITH CHJIBHEIM? Bce ero Tesno IJeJINKOM OBIsI0 M3 KaMHs. W Uik ero
T'0JIOB4d, Ka3aJIOCh, Oblla U3 IJIOTH U KPOBH. Ecnu OBl He ero HaAlIOMHHAIOIIasd 9eJIOBEYEeCKYIO I'OJIOBA,
OH HUYEM He OTJINYaJICS OBl OT CTaTyy, Bpre3aHHOI71 B KaMHeE.

TomncTeie OobINKe 6pOBI/I IOHOIIIN HAaBUCAJIX HA[ APKHMHU I'lTa3dMH, OTYE€T'0 OH BRITJTIAOE]I
HpﬂMOJ’IHHGfIHbIM " IIPOCTHIM 4YEJIOBEKOM.

VBUIeB KaMEeHHOT0 4eJIoBeKa, JII060ro xsBaTui 6u yaap, Ho JIu 1l E 61 HeBo3MyTHM. B Kakux
TOJIKO CUTYalUsIX He NOBEJIOCh eMy IOOLIBATh 3@ CBOIO KU3HB!

- YT0 3TO 3a MECTO? - CIPOCHTI OH y KAMEeHHOT0 oHomHy. JIu [Ty E He MOr IBUTraThCst CaMOCTOSTENBHO,
TI03TOMY OH IIOHSIJI, YTO UMEHHO 3TOT IOHOIIA CIIaC eMy XKU3Hb.

- F'opa HedpuTtoBoi KpoBu, - oTBETHUI I0HOIIA. - TH CEPhE3HO paHEH, TaK YTO He ABUTAMCH.

- Topa Hedputosoit Kposu? - Haxmypuscs Jlu Liu E. On 3Ha Bomb 1 onepex Bce [1eBsaTs Mupos,
U3YYnJI KaXKOBIU UX YTOIOK, HO OH HUKOTMA He CIIBIIIAN 0 I0J06HOM MecCTe.

- Xa-xa-xa, MPOCTHU-IIPOCTH, BUHOBAT, 3TO 5 e TaK Ha3kIBaAlo, - TYT 3Ke 00BSICHUII IIPOCTOMYIIHBIH
I0HOIAa. - Thl momarn B npuropop I'padcrea Kamennoit [TocTynu, 4To pacmnonoxeHo B CTpaHe
Benukanbero bamOyka. 3mech s BeipanuBaio bambyk Hedbpurtosoit KpoBu, 109TOMY ¥ Ha3bIBalo 3TO
Mecto 'opoit HedpputoBout Kposu.

- Ctpana Benukanbero bam0yka... - Jlu Ll E G clierka youBieH yCIbIIAHHEIM Paccka3oM. - 9To
Benb Mup KamenHou MeguiuHb?

- Hy ma! - crnerka ucnyrascs 10HOIIIa, YCIIBIIIIaB BHE3AMHEIN BOIIPOC. - A Kyfia, II0-TBOEMY, THI IIOTIaJ,
Kak He B Mup KameHHOU MeauimHb?

- TIoHsTHO... - Jlu Llu E, ka3anocs, onenernen. OH MOHS, 9TO B3PHIB Cepe0pPHCTOr0 BOIOBOPOTA
Pa3pyLIus rpalHb MeXKAy MUpPaMy U 3allIBEIPHYJI €70 CaMOr0 B APYTOM MUD.

Mup Kamenno#t Megunutbl, Kak 1 Mup CmepTtHOro MiMneparopa unu CsiieHHb Huxuanui Mup,
Ob11 ogHUM U3 [IeBATH MupoB. Bce oHU cUMTANKNCh OCHOBHEIMUA MUPaMHU.

- Tel cKa3ai, 3To MecTo Ha3kiBaeTcsl CTpaHou Benukanwero bambyka, Tak? B 3gelrHeii cTonulle
pacTteT 6aMOyK TMTaHTCKOTO pa3Mepa, 5 paB?



- Hy ma, - emie 6ombItie ©3yMuiics 10Hoia. - 'oBopio Tebe, ThI eHCTBUTENIBHO HaXOouIIbcst B CTpaHe
Benukanbero bamOyka. Vnmu T TOHSTUS HE UMEEIIb, TOe 9T0?

- OTO OIMHHAS NCTOpPHUs, - KDUBO YCMEXHYJICA JIn lu E - Bugumib nu, g IIyTeluieCTBOBAJl; KOT'da
CIIYUHIJICA B3PHBIB, 4 KAK Pa3 HAXOOUJICA B OOJHOM O4Y€Hb OIIaCHOM MeCTe. B3pBIBOM MeHdA OT6pOCI/IJ'IO
Kyda-TO B CTOPOHY, IIO3TOMY f IIOKa HE COBCEM IIOHMMaAlO, Kyaa MEHs 3aHEeCJIO.

- O6angets! [TepeXkuUTh B3PHIB ¥ BBIXKUTD... [JOIKHO OBITH, yIadya Ha TBOEHM CTOPOHE, IPUSTENb, - C
conporaHueM IPOU3HEC I0HOIIA, BLICIymaB uctopuio Jlu 1u E. - 4 Bumen, Kax TH cBaIUiCS C Heba.
Korpga s Te0s Haies, Ha Tebe MecTa XKHUBOro He Obls10. K cyacThio, y Te6s1 04eHb CUJIbHOE Cepflle,
MHaye 5 pemua Obl, YTO THl MEPTB U MOXOPOHUIT TeOS MPSIMO TaM.

- ThI cITac MeHS... - CEPbE3HBIM T'OJIOCOM ITpou3Hec JIu [u E, rnsins Ha foHomy. - Korga-uubymob g
BEepHY Tebe 3TOT [OT.

ITouecwiBas B 3aThIIKE, IOHOIIA PpacxoxoTacs.

- Xa-xa-xa, THl CJIMIIKOM y4THUB. [10 mpaBpe roBopsi, MBI ¢ TOOOM CXOXKM I10 KPOBU. 1 Ha OfHY
YeTBEPTYIO TOXKe 4esioBeK. Tebe ciengyeT 3HaTh, uTo B Mupe KaMeHHoit MenuiuHe moou
BCTpPEUYAIOTCSd KpalHe pPefKo, II03TOMY, BO3MOXKHO, UTO MbI C TOO0M B KAKOM-TO CMBICTIE
POOCTBEHHUKH.

- Bce MoXeT OITh, - ynbiOHYCs JIu Lu E B oTBeT 10HOIIE.

- O, TOYHO, - TyT e BHOBb 3ar0OBOPHJI I0HOIIA, BCIIOMHUB 0 4eM-TO. - UyTh He 3a0bUlL. & TyT FOTOBIIIO
JeKapCTBEHHHIHM 0TBap [ Tebs. [Torogu HEMHOTO, S CX0XKY IPUHECY €ro, - ¥ OH IOCIeIIu HapyXy.

- Benukanuit baMGyXK... - HECKOIIBKO IOTPsiceHHO mpo6opmotan JIu I E mocre yxoza oHOIIH.
Crpana Benukanwero bamOyka - Kakoe cTapoe Ha3BaHue. JIu [l E HUKaK He 0XKufas IomacTh CIofa.

B ero romoBe BHOBb ITOSBUJIUCH BOCIIOMUHAHUS U3 IIPOIIJIOr0, TAKOI'0 JPEBHEr0, 4YTO OHO IIOYTH
IIOPOCJIO CJIOEM IIBIIIN. BcmomuuB 0 yeM-TO, JIu Ly E B3OOXHYVYII, €Tr0 cepAue 00J1e3HEHHO CXKaJloCh Ha
MT'HOBEHHE

MuHyNH JIeCITKA MUJIIMOHOB JIET C TEX ITOP, KakK OH OBII 30eCh. 3@ 3TO BPeMS OH IEPEKUIT
MHOTOYHCJIEHHBIE YTPAThl, MHOT'0€ IIPHOOPesI, HU Pa3 0Ka3bkIBaJICS Ha IIOPOTe CMEPTH, CO MHOTHUMU
norpoIrancs HaBcerga. OH MPUBHIK, Ka3aJ0Ch, KO BCEMY, ¥ MOT [laXKe CYUTATHCS OE3OYIIHEIM U
YEPCTBBIM.

He3aBucuMO OT 3I10XH, OH CTAPaJICs HE TEPSTh CBOETO IMO3UTHUBHOIO ¥ ONTHMUCTHYHOIO B3TJIsIa Ha
JKU3Hb ¥ IIPOOOJIZKaJ MYKECTBEHHO [IBUTaThCs BIeped. Ecnu B Mupe He ocTaHeTcsl O0JIbIle HUKOTO
KpoMe Hero, OH IIPOJOJIKUT U [ajbllle UATU BIEPEN, faKe B OOUHOUKY.

Onnaxo B mamsitu Jlu Lu E cymecTBoBanu BOCIOMUHAHKS 0 JIOAAX U BellaX, KOTOPEE OH He MOT
3a0BITh. DT BOCIIOMUHAHUS OBITM CIIPSTAHE B CAMOU TITyOMHE €ro MaMsITH, HO CTOWIIO MX
IIOTPEBOXKUTh, KaK OHM HeU30EeKHO JaBalik 3HATh O cebe.

CIycTs CTONIBKO BpeMeHH OH COBCeM I03a0biy, KaKOBO 3TO, IJIaKaTh, OAHAaKO B mpomwioM Jlu Lu E
TIepexXu Takue COOBITUS, BOCTIOMUHAHUS 0 KOTOPEIX 60JIE3HEHHO 0THABaJIUCh B €T0 Cepylle, CTOUTIO
JIUIIBb TIOOYMAaTh O HUX.
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