B ogHO MrHOBeHUE BOIIeOHEIe 37IEMEHTHI MOTHSIJIUCD C IIJTOomaayu. Marudeckrue pyHbl ObITH
pa3bpocaHbl cpenu SPKUX OrHeM U TeHeW, ¥ Pa3IuyHble MarndecKue 3aKINHaHUS CTaTKUBaIUuCh
OPYT C APYTOM, UCKPSICh OCJIEITMTETFHEIMU MCKpaMu Ha Ilmouiagy JHEBHOTO CBETA.

-«[Ipe3upeHT [IKepuaH, CUTyalus He KaXkeTcs xopoluer. Kak Bl gfyMaeTe, OeuKC MOXKeT...» CeMbs
ManHec Oblia IepBoii, KTO OTIIpaBuicsA B [MiIbanuio Maruu. BUTBa B 1leHTpe Iiomanyu Oblia
nyiepa3gupatoinei ois M3epa. B ronoce mosonoro matpuapxa OblsI0 6€CIIOKOMCTBO, KOTHA OH
Halioman, Kak pa3NuyHble 3aK/IMHAHKS, BEINyIIeHHble KpoMBeneM, OyIIyiOT, B TO BpeMs Kak JIuH
JIu Mor GOPOTHCS TOIBKO 3@ BEIKMBAHKE C IIOMOIIBI0 JJIEMEHTAIbHOTO LITUTA.

-«MoxeT 4yT0o? OTKpOIiTe MOMKpe rila3a ¥ CMOTpPUTE. MeHee 4eM uyepe3 MUHYTY Denukc yObeT 3TOTO
uguota Kpomsesnsa!»

IxxepuaH ocMoTpesn Ha M3epy, HO ero cepate 061uBanock Kposbio. [logoiTu, 4TOOH CKa3aTh MHE
YTO-TO HE BEITJISIAUT XOPOIIO B 3TOT KPUTUYECKUY MOMEHT. TH 4epT BO3bMU HaKapKaellb ceidac, He
TaK JIu?

-«]JI;xepHuaH, KakKas Iojab3a 0T TOT'0, UTO ThI Tepsielllb caMoobnamanue? Celiyac CUTyalus MOHSITHA
naxe ciaenoMy. TBoiu Mar, Penukc, He CMOXKET OOJIT0 IPOJEPXKAaThCI».

BxkpapuuBeIY rojyioc ctaporo MepnuHa foHeccs 0o yuieu [IxxepraHa U cpa3y Ke pa303JIUil ero.

-«M3ThI0, THI IPUAYPOK. 51 He X04y ¢ ToOOU CIIOPUTD, HO Tebe ydlle JepKaTh POT Ha 3aMKe. He 3mu
MeHs, MHa4ye TBOM Yeperallnii MaHIupb He CMOXKeT Te0s 3aIlUTUTL». AApOH MaTCuC, KOTOPHIY CUAEN
107 HUMH, ITI0YYBCTBOBa 03HOO Ha CIIMHE, KOTTIa YCIIbIIIAJ CI0Ba «YepenalInil IaHupb». ..

-<<,'[[}Kep1/1aH, 3[1eChb HET CMEBICJIa KPHUYaTh. Cuna - 9T0 cuna. becrnone3Ho 3MUTLCI».

[Tocpenu nnomanu KpoMBesnb noJ1b30Baics aOCOIOTHEIM IIPEUMYIeCcTBOM. Bobiioe KOIUYeCTBO
3aKJIMHAHUN HU3KOTO YPOBHS COPMUPOBAJIO CTUXUUHBIM IITOPM, ITOXKUPAIOIIN c1abbiii opeo
SneMeHTaIbHOTO IKTa. [Tociie ATUTEeNbHOTO ITepHoa TEPIIEHNUST OHY, HAaKOHEII, lali XOPOoIlnue
pe3ynbTath ceropHs. CTapsiii MepnuH OBIT B IPUIIOAHSITOM HAaCTPOEHUH, TaK YTO €My OBIIO0
HaIlJIeBaTh Ha OCKOpPOIeHUss Mexky cioBaMu [IxkepuaHa. [IpeumyinecTBo KpoMBens 61710 MpOCTO
CJTUIIKOM BeNTHKO. HempeprIBHEIE Marn4yecKre yaoaps! MOTPsicanu JineMeHTanbHblH [IUT, KOTOPHIT
TOJIBKO 4TO ycTaHoBuI JIun JIu. Ecnu Ob1 He ObIIO mpepiayiei "o0paTHOTO X0ia MaHk", YTOOLI
3ajiepzKaTh BpeMsi, OH OblT OBl TOpazkeH 3aKIuHaHUIMU KpoMBes



KpomBenb IMKO paccMesiyics B IJTaMeHU BONIIEOHOTO CBeTa. BeCKOHEUHBIM CTUXUMHBIM IITOPM,
Ka3aJIoCh, TIOCITYKHUJT €My CII0CO00M, YTOOR! U3JITUTh BCE YHUKEHUSI, KOTOPHIE OH IOTYYMIT 3a
nocnenHui Mecsil. OuryuieHue ObII0 IPOCTO BOCXUTUTENbHEIM. OH Jaxe HafesIcs, 4To
OnemenTanbHBM [IIUT CBOET0 MPOTUBHUKA OyeT pa3pylIaThbCs MefjeHHee, YTOOb OH MOT
HacJlaXkOaThCs MPOIIeCCOM Pa3pyLIeHUs 40 TITyOMHBL OYIIN. ..

['naps TONIBKO Ha TEKYIIYI0 CUTyaluio I0OeAUHKa, BO3MOXKHO, faxe [IKepuaHy NPUIIIOCH IPU3HATE,
yTo JIuH JIu monasn B TyNHK.

9T0 OBINIO TTOAABISIONIEE OOMHWHHUDPOBAHUE, N Y HETO HE OBITIO CUJT BOOOIIE COIIPOTUBIIATHCA.

B Hagase oH MOT MCIOJIb30BaTh BCIIOMOTATe/IbHEIE Marn4ecKue 3aK/JIMHaHus, YTOOR maTh oTmop. Ho
II0CJIe TOro, Kak KpomBenb co3mar mojie 3aliuThl ICUXUKHY ¥ HEOXKUOAHHO MCII0Ib30Ba ABa CBUTKA,
JInus JIu Gornblile He MMeJT BO3MOXKHOCTH HAaHOCUTDh CBOM yHaphl. EDMHCTBEHHOE, YTO OH MOT CHEefaTh
cemyac, - 3TO ITOCTOSTHHO IePeKIIoYaThCsa MexXay JlensiHoi OpoHel U JIeMeHTaIbHBIM IITUTOM U
BpeMs OT BPEMEHH OTKJIabIBaTh BPpeMs C "00paTHEIM XOHOM MaHB" MIPeNbIAYINero 3aKIuHaHus. B
IIPOTUBHOM CJIy4ae OH MOT TOJIbKO HabyomaTh, Kak KpoMBeb BEIITyCKAET 3aKJIMHAHUS OJHO 3a
IOPYTHUM, TI03BOISAST UM O71eCTsIIe BhICeKaTh HCKPHI ITPH KOHTAKTe C JJieMeHTalbHbIM [I[uToM.

«Bbym!» Elle oguH OrHEHHBIN IIap B30PBAJICSA Ha JJIEMEHTAIbHOM IIUTE. YAap OTPOMHOU CHUJIBL
otOpocun JIuH JIu Ha OI0KUHY IIaroB Ha3af.

[TnaMs ropesio IOBCIONY, ¥ CBET Ha JdneMeHTanbHOM Il[uTe Ob1T TycKbIM. Cpenu ropsitiero orus JInx
JIx, Ka3as0Ch, CHbILIaa IPOH3UTEIbHBIY 3BYK, Pa3PHIBAIOLLIUNCS B BO3AYXE.

Paspymenne InemenTanbHoro lllurta u 3aknuHanue o6paTHOro xoga MaHsI JlemsaHo# BpoHu - Bce 3TO
IIPOM30IJIO 3a BpeMs BOCCTaHOBeHus. JIun JIu Mor nuith 6ecroMoInHO Ha0monaTh, Kak J1e3Bue
BeTpa [Ipope3asio eMy HOTY ...

"Tyu!" Bl TONBKO NIETKUY BOOX, U 3aTeM JIuH JIu Mo4yBCTBOBAJI ITIOKAJILIBAHNE B HOTE,
COIIPOBOKOaeMoe 0CTpou 0ombio. Ero mpaBasi HOra, Ka3aioch, BHE3aIllHO [I0TEPsiia CBOIO CUITy, U OH
cnabo OMyCTUJICS Ha KOJIEHH ...

KpomBens BeilIeN U3 IjTaMeHH U ycTaBuica Ha JIuH JIu, KOTOPHIM CTOST HA KOJEHSIX Ha 3eMJyie. Ero
U110 OBIJIO HATIOJIHEHO YAOBIIETBOPEHUEM OT YCIIEIIHOM MeCTH. YIbIOKa Ha ero julle Oblna HCKaxXeHa
Y CBUPEIIa B CBETE OTHS, KaK SIIOBUTAs 3Mes, PasTIIsigbIBalol[asi CBOIO [OOBIYY.

-«JlaBHO He BUAeINCh, Mar Oenukc. Xaxaxaxa...»



B pasrap cBoero GemeHoro cmexa KpoMmBesb BEICTPENUI B ellle OOUH KIMHOK BeTpa. Y Ha 3TO0T pas
11e1b10 OblTa neBas Hora JIus JIu. IToToM OBUIM TONMBKO OPHI3TH KPOBH, U JIuH JIu mOTEPsINT omopy
neBoi Horu. OH OB KakK AepeBsIHHas KyKJIa, yliaB Ha 3eMJII0 C TPOXOTOM.

Csepxy TpubyHHI pa3facs yOuBIeHHEN B300X. [I1s Bcex, BKmodas Kactemnana Mcaaka u
MHOKeCTBO OOraThlx OM3HECMEHOB ¥ 3HaMEHUTOCTeH, OBIJI0 OUeBUIHO, UTO UCXOL Ay3JIU PeIIeH.
MHorue U3 HUX 0XKHUAaNIN, YTO Moofol hapmanesT u3 I'unpauu Maruu nobenut Kpomsens.

Ha gaHHBI MOMEHT BCSI CUTyallXs Obllla C TOYHOCTHIO 0 Ha000poT. CTaphiii MepiiuH ropao BCTall,
aIJIoNupys B CTOPOHY CepenuHH! myoiany, rae ctosin Kpomsens. Kpaem ria3a oH B3T/ISHY -
HellpegHaMepeHHO UM HaMePEHHO - Ha [I)KepuaHa. -« yxkKe ckasas, 4yTo 6ecroie3Ho 3nuThes. Cumna
- 3TO0 cuia!» YcmblmaB pa3mpaxatomume annogucMeHTs Ctaporo MepnuHa, muio [IxepuaHa Ob1I0
yxe 0arpoBBIM, KOTMIa OH IIBITAJICS COEPKATh CBOU 3MOIIMH.

Ho maxe [IxkepuaH, KOTOPHIX OblI 66CKOHEYHO YBepeH B JIuH JIu, MomXKeH ObIT MIPHU3HATh, YTO UCXOM
Iy37IY Ha IIJIOIIaM yKe pelleH. Pa3phiB MeXy ABYMS YPOBHSIMU OBIJT HETIONIpaBUMEIM. [IprHynHa, 110
KoTopoy KpomBerio elile He yaanochk youts JIue JIu, Obla B TOM, YTOOB OH HacIaXmancs

KakK 3a0aBJIsieTCs KOIIIKaA, TT0MMaBIllasi MEIIIIb.

-«Cmotpurtens Ucaak, ecnu ['unbaus Maruu nprusHaeT nopaxeHue, 3aKOHUYUTCS JIU 3Ta OY3JIb?»

[TouTu BCe myManu, 4TO OHM He MOHSANH, Korfa [[>KepruaH NIPOu3HeC IpeaioxkeHrue. IT0
OeucTBUTENbHO rooc [Ixxepuana u3 ['unpauu Maruu? ToT [[>KepruaH, KOTOPHIY HUKOTIa HE
CKJIOHSIJICSI HU IIepe]] KaKou-Tr00 CHUJION MaXke B CaMble OTYasSHHEIE THU ['wiabauu Maruu? [IKepuaH
MOT TOJIbKO TOPBKO yINIBIOATHCS TIePe IUIIOM YIUBIIEHHBIX B3TJISIOB BCEX.

Kak oH MOT He BUOETh CBOMM BUIOEHHUEM, UYTO CTaBKK OBLIM MMPOUTPAHEI? EMMHCTBEHHON Pa3HUIeH
Oblyla XKU3Hb ¥ cMepTh Penrkca. TaM MoXKeT OBITH ellle IIAaHC, eclid O OH IIPU3HAJT TOpPakeHue; ecyu
OH 3TOro He cruenaet, To PeuKc, HECOMHEHHO, YMpET.

OHu OvUIM BMecTe O0JIblie Mecsiia. X0TS MeXIy CTapUKOM ¥ MJIAAIIAM He ObIIO HUKAKOH Pa3HUI,
KOTla OHU Pa3rOBapuBaly APYT C APYTOM, B cepple [[KepuaHa OH CYUTAJ 9TOTO MOJIOOTO Mara
CBOMM TJIeMSIHHUKOM. OH He MOT ITPOCTO CMOTPETh, KaK OH YMHUPAeT.

YroOrl cnacty ero, [IxKkepuaH gaxke CJIOXKUNI ¢ cebs TOCTOMHCTBO U BIIEPBHIE IIOKJIOHUJICS CEMbE
MepnuH.

OpHako oTBeT Mcaaka OBUI HCKITIOUHTEJILHO XKECTOKUM.



-«MHe 04eHb XKaJb, Tpe3uneHT [IxKepuaH. I JonMXKeH MOANePKaTh CIIPaBeqInBOCTb oyanu. Obe
CTOPOHBI JOJIZKHEI COTJIACUTHCS C TPOCHOOM MPEKPATUTh OY3Jb. ITO 03HAYaeT... Ecnu med MaThio
COTJIaCHUTCH...»

-«JIxxepuan. Ecnu TH BCTaHEIIb ITepei0 MHOM Ha KOJIEHH, ST MOT OB PAaCCMOTPETH TBOO MTPOCHOY...»

Crapbii MepnuH B3peBesl 0T CMeXa, CMaKys yAOBOJIbCTBUE Apa3HuTh [[xkKepuaHa. OH gOITroe BpeMs
He Hacjaxmancs nogo0HeiMu cutyauusiMu. Co BpeMeHu OUTBH 3a M3ympynHoii OamrHei ['unbaus
Maruu Oblia Bhille ceMbu MepmuH. C Tex nop [IxKepraH IPOSIBUJ HHULAATUBY B IIPOTHBOCTOSTHUM
MeXIy HUMHU OBYMS.

-«THlL...» [I;KepraH DIPUCTAIbHO MOCMOTPen Ha Ctaporo MepnrHa, KOTOPEM CMESIICS HaB3PHI.
Kazanocs, mmaMs BOT-BOT BEIPBETCS U3 €T0 I'Jla3. MUHYTY Ha3af OH [aXKe BHITYCTUJI HEMHOTOT MaHBI,
JKejas BRICTPEIUTh OTHEHHBEIM IITapOM B OTBpaTUTENbHOE yibibatomeecs nuio Ctaporo MepnuHa.

Ho B crnepmyromuit MOMEHT OH YBHUE OKPOBaBJIeHHEIE HOTH JIMH JIu 1 MpuONIMKaIErocs K HeMy
KpomBens. Crie MaHBI, KOTOPBIM BHITYCTUTT [[2KepuaH, ucye3 6e3 ciefia, ¥ SIPOCTHOE BEIpAXKEHUE €ro
JIUIIA TTIOCTETIeHHO TPEBPATUIOCh B KojiebaHue ...

JIunio KpomBesist OBII0 IOJTHO JOBOIBHOM YIIRIOKY.

-"Mar ®enukc, TH eIe MOXKeIIb CTOSIThL?"

-«ITopmotimu u ybemuch caMm...»

JIun JIu mombITaaCcsd BEIOABUTH YIBIOKY Ha €ro JIUIle, HO 9TO Cy4YalHO 3aTPOHYJIO pPaHHl, 13-3a Yero
ynbIOKa BHITTISIEeIa HEOORYHO HETIPUT IS THOM.

B To ke BpeMs, cieq MaHHb! OblT HampasiieH B Komnbiio IToToka Ctuxuii. JIuH JIu HYKHO OBITIO TOIBKO
YBEJIMYUTD 3Ty MaHy, ¥ KOJIbII0 MTHOBEHHO CO3faio ObI KaHasl, HallpaBISIoMIdi HaBUT AlOIITECS
MarmudecKue 3J1eMeHTHL B KOJIBIIO.
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